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PREFACE. 


TH  E  publication  of  ancient  monuments  of 
their  poetry  feems  now  to  intereft  moft  na- 
tions. In  France  the  bed  poets  of  the  fifteenth 
century  were  publiihed  at  Paris,  in  the  year  1723  ♦• 
Since  which  time,  not  to  mention  editions  of  the 
Raman  de  la  Rofe^  a  work  completed  in  the  end  of 
the  thirteenth  centurv,  have  appeared  the  poems 
of  Thibaut  king  of  Navarre,  who  wrote  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  thirteenth  century ;  and  the  fongs  of 
Kaoui  de  Coucy,  compofed  in'the  twelfth,  about  the 
year  1190.  Barbazan  has  alfo  given  fpecimens  of 
the  (hort  romances  in  verfe,  or  tales  :  and  M.  Le 
Grand  has  publiflied  a  good  tranflation  of  the  beft 

*  Oeuvres  de  Villon,  written  about  1450.  Farce  ds 
TAvocat  Pathelin,  about  v4>5'>^»Poeiie%  d(  Coquillart,  1470. 
Martial  d^Auvergne,  x4o(>y  i-vols.",  Oeuy/e^  dejrstti  Ala- 
roty  1500.  And  the  Pde(v»«de 'Ouillau^he'Qvtinif'ifio. 
Legende  de  Pierre  Faifeu,  by  ■D9*jrdi2pe,  1531. 

The  works  of  Allain  Chaniery  v<nch  are  Jarge,  writtea 
about  i44o>  were  publiihed  by  Du  Chtfflvy  Paris,  16x79 
^to«  "    .     ;  \,     .      -.'-'..' 

It  is  furprizing,  howev(1ry.«hat  thq  pocnSl.*  of*  FroijTartf 
the  only  poet,  it  is  believed,  France  has  of  the 'fourteenth 
century,  mould  ftill  remain  MS.  The  fifteenth  century  it 
barren  of  poetry  in  Italy  and  England. 

a  3  he 
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he  could  find,  from  the  twelfth  century  to  the  fij 
tccnth,  in  5  vols.  i2mo.  with  prefiices,  in  whic 
he  (hews  the  great  fupcriority  -of  thefe  fabliau: 
which  originated  in  the  northern  parts  of  Frana 
to  the  infipid  love-fongs  of  the  Provencal  trouba 
dours/  the  offspring  of  the  fouth  ;  and  goes  fo  ii 
as  to  fay;^  that  all  the  great  poets,  and  moft  of  th 
great  men  of  France,  have  been  born  in  the  noi 
thern  parts  of  that  kingdom.  Any  reader  ma 
indeed  judge,  by  comparing  his  very  curious  an 
interefting  work  with  the  account  and  tranflatic 
of  the  works  of  the  troubadours,  publi(hed  b 
TAbbe  Millot,  that  one  of  thefe  old  tales  full  < 
incident,  imagination,  and  life,  is  worth  all  th 
drawling  efforts  of  the  Provencal  mufe,  the  lift 
Icfs  daughter  of  metaphyfical  love. 

In  Spain,  the  late  publication  by  Sanchez 
fljiews  that  this  kind  of  literature  is  not  tot; 
negle£ted.     Italy  needs  not  be  mentioned,  as 
publication  of  her  ancient  poets  has  been  conf 
and  perpetual :   but  the  Filojlrato  and  Tefeid 
Boccace  (hould  be  reprinted.     In  Germany  d 

•  This  very  curious  work  is  intituled,  Coleccion  de  i 
CaftelUmas  atrterions  al  Sigh  XK.  5cc.     Por  D,  1 


fixt  is  a  letHT  ^f  ^^5*113^^'^  dt  Siinullanai  writte 
j455ion  the  di-Jgir^tff  ^4iiTl  pottry,  with  long  i 
the  editor*  ftfriHih^  aJlioiJ  a^  fii(Jory  of"  Spanifh  po 
ceding  th%  jfetf^J  i^-^oti^Jfl^jS^'^^twrittcn,  if  we  exc 
oddities,  at  tilo  ^n^tiTixAu^twActher  Adam  fpok 
irerfe  or  jifoie^  *&c.     The  Inquifmori  ftill  ex  ids  i 
Vol.  ii.  contains  the  poems  ot  Berceo.     Vol.  iii. . 
the  Great.    All  are  acconi|^anied  with  gloflaries. 
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rent  produfHons  of  this  fort  have  lately  been  given  t 
and  in  Denmark  the  poetical  Edda,  containing  the 
oldeft  Icelandic  poetry,  has  at  laft  appeared  in 
print.  Nor  has  England  negle£bd  this  ftudy^  as 
the  Reliques  of  Ancient  Englifh  Poetry,  the  late 
excellent  edition  of  Chaucer's  Tales,  and  other 
works  in  this  line  may  teftifv. 

The  poem  now  prefentea  to  the  reader  for  the 
firft  time,  in  it's  genuine  ancient  drefs,  has  al- 
ready gone  thro'  about  twenty  editions  in  Scot** 
land  iince  the  year  1616,  in  which  the  firft  edition 
which  can  be  difcovered,  was  printed  at  £din* 
burgh,  i2mo.  But  all  thefe  editions  are  moder- 
nized ;  and  it  was  impoffible  to  judge  of  the  real 
ancient  poem  from  them.  The  editor,  zealous  to 
give  an  edition  of  this  interefting  work,  the  raoft 
ancient  production  of  the  Scotifh  mufe  extant,  in 
the  very  language,  and  orthography,  of  it's  author, 
had  recourfe  to  a  manufcript  written  in  the  year 
1489,  preferved  in  the  Advocates'  Library  at 
Edinburgh ;  a  colle<%on  which  does  great  honour 
to  that  refpe£bble  fociety,  and  to  their  country. 
The  fociety  having,  with  much  politenefs,  per* 
mitted  a  copy  to  be  taken  for  publication,  the 
editor  was  equally  fortunate  in  the  condefcending 
afliftance  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  a  nobleman 
well  known  as  the  founder  of  the  Scotifh  Society 
of  Antiquaries ;  and  as  the  friend  of  the  ancient  li* 
terature,  and  prefent  welfare  and  honour  of  his 
country.  This  public-fpirited  peer  caufed  the 
tranfcript  to  be  taken  under  his  own  eye;  and 
accompanied  it  with  this  atteftation:  ^^  I  David 
^^  Steuart,  Earl  of  Buchan,  have  compared  this 
"  tranfcript  of  the  MS.  dated  1489,  in  the  Law- 
a  4  "  yera' 
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*<  yers'  Library  at  Edinburgh,  with  the  originaf, 
^'  and  find  it  to  be  a  true  copy,  having  correded 
"  fuch  errors  as  I  have  been  able  to  obferve,  in 
'*  the  courfe  of  a  very  minute  inveftigation  and 
*«  comparifon ;"  (figned)  "  Buchan:*'  and  da« 
ted,  "  Edinburgh,  September  27th,  1787.** 

The  tranfcript,  taken  literatim  from  the  MS. 
has  been  fent  to  the  prefs,  as  it  came ;  and  printed 
from  with  the  utnioft  exac^efs,  even  to  the  re-^ 
tendon  of  fmall  errors,  which  might  eafily  have 
been  amended.    The  only  alteration  from  the  ori- 
ginal is  the  divifion  into  Twenty  Books,  with 
their  arguments,  now  adopted  and  given  for  the 
firft  time ;  but  which  injures  not  a  particle  of  the 
original  text,  and  is  an  improvement,  which,  it  is 
believed,  every  reader  will  approve :  for  the  peru- 
fal  of  fuch  a  long  work  of  about  12,000  verfes, 
without  any  paufe,  or  illuftration,  would  have 
proved  tirefome  to  the  moft  patient  reader;  not 
to  mention  the  fuperior  clearnefs  which  fuch  a  di- 
vifion, and  analyfis,  lend  to  a  work  of  length,  and 
the  univerfal  practice  of  ancient  and  modern  times 
in  fuch  cafes.     It  is  indeed  much  to  be  wifhec 
that  divifion,  and  argument,  v/ere  more  attended  t< 
in  all  publications  of  old  language.     Nsevius  an 
Ennius,  the  moft  ancient  Roman  poets,  compofe 
their  long  works  in  one  entire  piece ;  and  ant 
quity  has  been  fo  idle  as  to  let  us  know  that  Lar 
padio  firft  divided  the  poem  of  Nsevius  into  boo) 
and  Vargunteius  that  of  Ennius.     Some  old  e 
tor  has  indeed  given  riming  titles  of  chapters 
large  divifions  of  this  poem ;  but  they  are  ill-plac 
and  ill-chofen  :  and,  in  fpite  of  Mr.  Hume's  J 
tory>  every  man  of  reading  muft  know  th 

cha 
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thapter^  or  caput^  is  the  proper  name  of  a  (hort 
divifion,  properly  treating  of  but  one  biad^  or  in- 
cideiit. 

The  original  MS.  from  it's  orthography,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  copied  from  one  co-eval  with 
the  author  ;  for  the  fpelling  is  more  barbaric,  and 
uncouth,  than  that  of  a  copy  of  Winton's  Chronicle^ 
written  about  the  year  1410,  in  the  Cotton  Li- 
brary. At  the  end  of  this  edition  the  reader  will 
find  fac-fimilia  of  the  MS.  particularly  of  the  co- 
lophon, which  is  in  thefe  words :  ^  Finitur  codi^ 
alius  de  virtutibus  it  a^libus  bellicojijjimi  viri  dorni* 
ni  Roberti  Broyfs  quondam  Scottorum  Regis  illuf- 
tri/jimi  raptim  Jcriptus  per  me  yohannem  Ramfay  ex 
jttj/ii  venerabilis  et  circumfpe^i  viri  vere  mafiftri 
Symonis  Lochmaleny  de  Ouchternunnfe  vicarit  bent 
digni  Anno  Domini  Millejimo  ^adrtngentejimo  Oc» 
tuagejimo  Nono^  *'  Here  ends  the  book  of  the 
virtues,  and  a£b,  of  the  moft  warlike  man,  the 
lord  Robert  Bruce,  fometime  king  of  Scotland, 
written  at  different  times  by  me  John  Ramfay,  at 
the  command  of  a  venerable  and  prudent  man, 
and  real  mafter,  Simon  Lochmaleny,  moft  worthy 
vicar  of  Ouchternunnfe,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
One  Thoufand  Four  Hundred  and  Eighty-nine." 
The  name  Lochmaleny  is  fo  uncommon,  that  it 
feems  unknown  in  any  other  Scotifli  record ;  and 
Ouchternunnfe  the  editor  cannot  find.  The  fame 
MS.  contains  the  life  of  Wallace,  by  Henry  the 
minfh-el,  written  about  1470;  and  tho'  it  be 
a  mere  wild  romance,  while  this  poem  of  Bar- 
bour's is  moftly  real  hiftory;  and  far  inferior  in 
every  merit  to  this ;  yet,  for  the  fake  of  die  lan- 
guage, and  manners,  it  would  be  worth  while  to 

print 
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German  poetry  almoft  of  every  century  ♦.  The 
poetical  Edda,  compiled  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
contains  fome  pieces  of  Scandinavian  poetry  furely 
as  old  as  the  ninth  century.  Of  Anglo-Saxon,  or 
£ngli(b,  poetry,  a  fpecimen  might  be  produced 
of  every  century,  fince  the  eighth.  There  is  in 
the  Cotton  Library  a  noble  fpecimen  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  poetry  of  the  tenth  century,  being  a  romance 
on  the  wars  between  Denmark  and  Sweden  ;  and 
it  is  much  to  be  wiflied  that  it  were  publiftied^ 
with  a  tranflation.  It  is  to  be  obferved  that  rime 
is  not  known  in  Anglo-Saxon  poetry  till  the  ele- 
venth century,  as  Mr,  Tyrwhit  (hews :  and  in 
Scandinavian  poetry,  it  appears  not  till  the  twelfth, 
as  is  clear  from  Snorro's  Hiftory,  written  in  the 
thirteenth,  in  which  numerous  fpecimens  of  the 
works  of  the  northern  fcalds  are  adduced.  Whe- 
ther rime  originated  from  the  Arabs,  among  whom 
poetry  of  this  kind  appeared  even  before  Maho- 
met, and,  upon  their  conqueft  of  Spain  in  the 
year  712 1>  fpred  firft  to  France,  and  thence  to 

the 

•  Mabillon  has  publifficd  a  beautiful  German  fong,  writ- 
ten in  the  year  883.  See  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Infcriptions,  vol.  xli.  an  account,  by  the  Baron  Zuriauben,  of 
a  MS.  containing  poems  by  Swabian  minilreU,  from  about 
the  year  1 100  till  1 330.  But  poems  of  the  eleventh  century- 
are  very  rare  both  in  Gothic  and  Romance. 

f  The  Saracens  did  jnot  feize  Sicily  till  the  year  828  ; 
and  they  held  it  for  about  230  years,  or  till  1058.  Ac- 
cording to  Crefcimbeni,  the  Italian  poetrv  paffed  from  the 
troubadours  to  the  Sicilians.  The  firit  Italian  poet  is 
Ciullo  d'Alcamo,  a  Sicilian,  about  the  year  1200,  ot  whom 
only  a  fong  is  extant, 

Rofafrefca  attkntiffimay  Sec. 

In 
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the  reft  of  Europe,  as  Salmarius  and  Huet  think  ; 
or  whether  it  began  among  the  monks  of  Italjr, 
in  the  eighth  century,  as  fome  others  fuppofe ;  for 
chefe  are  the  only  two  opinions,  which  now  divide 
the  literati  upon  this  fubje<Et;  certain  it  is  diat  this 
mode  of  verfification  may  be  regarded  as  foreign 
to  the  j^enuine  idiom  of  any  European  lanmage, 
and  of  very  bte  appearance  in  moft.  Whence 
they  who  oelieve  in  the  riming  Welch  poetry, 
afcribed  to  Talieffin  and  other  bards  of  the  ftxth 
century,  may  enjoy  their  own  credulity. 

To  paft  to  the  Southern  or  Latin  divifion  of 
Europe,  the  key  to  all  the  languages  of  which  is 
die  Latin  tongue,  as  the  key  to  the  other  half  is 
the  German,  our  firft  attention  is  due  to  France. 
The  Latin  language  ufed  in  thefe  countries  may 
be  ftri^y  called  t^tin,  tho'  gradually  corrupting, 
till  the  tenth  century.  About  that  period  the  La- 
tin of  different  countries  began  to  afltime  difierent 
forms,  and  to  branch  out  into  diftin^  and  deter- 
minate dialers.  It  is  in  vain  therefore  to  cxpeSt 
French,  Italian,  or  Spanifh  poetry,  preceding  the 
tcndi  century.  Nay,  France  can  hardly  fhcw  a 
ipedmen  of  her  poetry,  preceding  the  twelfth  cen« 

In  1150  lived  Guittonc  d'Arezzo.  The  earlieft  Italian  ro- 
mances  are  in  profe,  beginning  sifter  the  year  1300 1  the  firil 
in  verfe  arc  the  Filo/hrato  and  TifiUi  of  Boccace,  about 
I J  50.  The  next  worth  notice  is  the  Morgante  of  Luigi 
Pulci,  1460.  Let  me  here  remark  that  Cervantes  was  not 
the  firft  who  nimed  the  romances  into  ridicule.  This 
work  of  Pulci,  and  the  Orlando  Inamorato  q£  Bemi,  were 
wTitten  with  the  fame  intention  j  and  in  this  century  Car- 
tel omaco  has  purfued  and  completed  the  plan  iahis  Ricci* 
arietto. 

Vol.  I.  a  7  tury» 
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turv,  of  which  period  long  romances  are  extant ; 
ana  it  is  furprizing  that  none  of  thefe  genuine  old 
romances  have  been  pubiiflied  in  their  original 
drefs  *•  Italy  can,  it  is  believed,  fliew  little  or  no 
poetry  till  the  thirteenth  century,  her  poetry  being 
borrowed,  as  is  faid,  from  that  of  the  troubadours, 
who  began  about  the  year  iico,  and  continued  till 
1 300;  and  the  fourteenth  century  has  Dante  and 
Pctrarca.  In  Spain,  a  country  vying  with  Italy 
in  every  branch  of  literature,  there  is  no  poetry 
extant  more  ancient  than  the  Life  of  Rodrigo  de 
Bevar,  more  known  by  the  epithet  of  the  Cid, 
written  in  about  3800  long  lines,  by  an  unknown 
author,  near  fixty  years  after  the  death  of  that  hero, 
or  in  the  year  11 60;  and  firft  pubiiflied  by  San- 
chez, in  the  year  1779.  The  next  poet  is  Gon- 
zalo  de  Berceo,  about  1220,  who  wrote  lives  of 
faints,  and  other  pious  works,  in  ftanzas  of  four 
alexandrine  lines,  to  the  fame  rime^  a  mode  of 

•  Le  Roul,  or  the  Hiftory  of  Normandy,  by  Wacc,  {• 
called  from  RoUo  the  firft  duke,  would  form  about  300 
pages  4to.  double  columns.  This  poet,  however,  gives  no 
account  of  Rollo,  William  I.  nor  Richard  1. 5  becaufe  their 
wars  were  againft  France.  From  Richard  II.  A.  996,  he 
is  full  and  curious,  but  fabulous.     All  of  Rollo  is ; 

Ai  jeo  de  Roul  lunges  cuntc, 

£  de  fun  riche  parent^, 

De  Normandie  que  il  cunquift, 

£  des  proefces  que  il  i  fift ; 

£  de  Guiileaume  Lunge  Efpce, 

Auum  leftoire  avant  menee, 

Tant  que  Flameng  cum  a  felun 

Le  tuerent  par  traifun  j 

Pc  Richard  fun  Hz  auum  dit,  &c. 

-  MS.  Reg,  4;  c.  xi. 

poetry 
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poetry  generally  prevalent  in  Spain  till  the  you* 
1400.  I'hen  follows  the  long  poem  of  Alexander 
the  Great  partly  tranflated  from  Gualter,  by  Juan 
Lorenzo  of  Aftorga,  about  the  year  1250,  in  the 
fame  di(agreeable  flanza.  In  the  fame  centurjf 
king  Alfonfo  the  Wife  wrote  poema,  not  to  men* 
tion  his  books  of  philofophy,  and  code  of  laws 
in  profe  :  and  in  Portugal  under  king  Dionts» 
hio^elf  the  earlieft  Portuguefe  poet,  lived  Vafco 
Lobeira,  the  author  of  the  famous  romance  of 
Amadis  di  Gaula.  The  profe  chronicles  of  Spain, 
in  Spaniih,  alfo  begin  in  this  centurv.  The  four- 
teenth century  prcnduced  in  Spain  Juan  Ruiz,  the 
archprieft  of  Hita,  a  pious  rimer ;  the  Jew  Don 
Santo,  a  moral  one ;  Don  Juan  Manuel,  the  bio- 
grapher in  verfe  of  the  Conde  Lucanor ;  and  him 
of  the  Conde  Feman  Gonzalez ;  Pero  Gomez  ; 
the  hiftorian  of  Alfonfo  XL  in  verfe ;  P^ro  Lopex 
de  Ayala,  who  wrote  his  fatire  on  courts  in  Eng- 
land, in  prifon ;  and  toward  the  end  of  this,  or 
beginning  of  next,  century,  Mofen  Jordi,  and 
Mofen  Febrcr.  The  fifteenth  century  has  excel- 
lent Spanifh  poets,  Villafandino,  Juan  de  Mena, 
Jorge  Manrique,  Aufias  March,  who  wrote  in 
the  V  alencian  diale£t,  the  famous  marquis  of  San- 
dUana,  Die^o  de  St.  Pedro,  who  wrote  the  Cared 
de  Jlmor^  and  Juan  Alonfo  de  Baena,  who  compiled 
the  lyric  poems  of  his  predeceflbrs  under  the  ufual 
title  of  Gindoneroj  MS.  in  the  Efcurial.  To  this 
century  alfo  moft  of  the  fhort  Spanifh  romances 
belong ;  and  particularly  thofe  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  civil  wars  of  Granada. 

When  we  confider  that  the  poetry  of  even  the 

moft 
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moft  fouthern,  and  civilized,  countries  of  Europe 
begins  thus  lately,  we  (hall  rather  wonder,  that  a 
country  fo  remote,  and  diftant  from  civilization,  as 
Scotland,  can  boaft  of  fo  refpe£lable  a  poem  as 
this  at  fo  early  a  period.  Indeed  the  hero  feems 
to  have  infpired  the  author ;  and  hardly  have  ever 
great  a£lions  been  performed,  without  fome  au- 
thor's arifmg  to  celebrate  them.  Chaucer,  our 
poet's  great  cotemporary,  was  little  known  to 
fame,  when  Barbour  wrote  in  1375,  as  he  tells  us 
bimfelf,  B.  xiii.  v.  700 ;  and  he  never  mentions, 
and  perhaps  had  not  heard  of,  that  celebrated  writ- 
er. Certain  it  is  that  Chaucer  afforded  no  model  to 
Barbour ;  who  feems  to  have  had  no  fubje£b  to 
imitate,  but  the  old  metrical  romances,  to  which 
he  refers.  Let  us  not  however  reafon  from  this 
that  his  poem  is  itfelf  romantic ;  for,  tho'  two  or 
three  fidlrtious  incidents  are  furely  admitted  in 
the  firft  feven  books,  the  truth  of  all,  or  moft,  of 
the  reft  can  be  evidenced  from  the  beft  hiftorians^ 
Englifh  and  Scotifti :  and  the  reader  who  wifhes 
to  be  convinced  of  this,  without  much  trouble,  has 
only  to  compare  the  hiftory  of  king  Robert  I.  in 
Dalrymple  Lord  Hailes's  valuable  Annals  of  Scot- 
land, with  our  author's  account.  His  writing  in 
verfe  is  no  argument  againft  the  veracity  of  his 
faQs.  In  moft  countries  hiftory  has  firft  been 
written  in  veife.  In  all  countries  memory  is  more 
ancient  than  writing ;  and  poetry  than  profe. 
Greece,  as  is  well  known,  had  early  poetical  hiC- 
torians.  The  poem  of  Naevius  on  the  firft  Punic 
war,  written  about  238  years  before  Chrift,  was 
$hc  earlieft    known  among  the  Romans ;  and  the 

beginning 
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beginning  of  it  puts  us  in  mind  of  the  haHh  ordio- 
graphy  of  B^bour ; 

Quel  terrai  Latiai  hemones  tuferunt 
Vires  frudefque  Poinicas  fiibor.-^ 

The  next  poet  was  Ennius,  who  about  thirty 
years  after  wrote  in  heroic  verfe,  (not  in  the 
SatumittSj  or  a  kind  of  Iambic,  as  Nacvius  did, 
refembling  the  fhort  quick  verfe  of  our  Barbour) 
the  annals  of  Rome ;  and  afterward  the  a£b  of 
Scipio  Africanus.  In  modern  Europe,  the  Saxon 
poet  of  the  life  of  Charlemagne  is  well  known, 
and  the  hiftory  of  the  Britons  was  tranflated  into 
French  verfe  from  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  by 
Wace  in  the  twelfth  century ;  and  a  hiftory 
of  Normandy  was  given  by  tne  fame  writer,  in 
the  fame  ftvle.  Not  to  mention  the  hiftory  of 
France  in  French  rime  of  the  thirteenth  century ; 
nor  the  Englifti  hiftories  of  Robert  of  Glocefter, 
Robert  de  Brunne,  &c.  the  earlieft  native  hifto- 
rian  of  Sweden  is  a  chronicler  in  rime,  about  the 
year  1360.  Our  Winton  wrote  a  vaft  hiftory  of 
the  world,  with  Scotifti  affairs  intermixt,  about 
the  year  1420,  but  is  a  bad  Ennius  after  our  ex- 
cellent Naevius  Barbour:  tho'  it  be  remarkable, 
that  as  Ennius  omitted  the  firft  Punic  war  becaufe 
Naevius  had  written  it,  fo  Winton  does  the  life  of 
Robert  L 

As  to  any  account  of  our  author,  little  can  be 
added  by  the  editor  to  what  he  has  already  faid  in 
another  place  *,  except  fome  curious  information, 

*  Lift  of  Scotifli  poets,  prefizt  to  Ancient  Scoti(h  Po- 
ems from  the  Maitland  MS.  London,  1786,  p.  Ixxix. 
Vol.  I.  b  from 
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fro%  Winton's  Chronicle,  concerning  another 
worF  of  his.  It  being  proper  and  neceiiary,  how- 
ever,  to  give  fome  account  of  our  poet  here,  it  is 
hoped  the  reader  will  excufe  a  repetition  of  the 
information  formerly  given,  tho'  not  in  the  fame 
words. 

John  Barbour  feems  to  have  been  born  a- 
bout  the  year  1326.  In  1357  it  appears,  from  a 
paflport  publiflied  by  Rymer,  dated  the  13th  day 
of  Auguft  that  year,  that  he  was  then  archdeacon 
of  Aberdeen.  This  pafTport  permits  him  to  go  to 
Oxford,  there  to  place  three  fcholars  to  purfue 
their  ftudies,  and  fcholaftic  exercifes.  By  a  deed, 
dated  the  13th  of  September  in  the  fame  year,  alfo 
publiflied  by 'Rymer,  we  find  our  author  appointed 
by  the  biflibp  of  Aberdeen  one  of  his  commiffion- 
crs,  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  concerning  the  ranfom 
of  David  II.  king  of  Scotland,  then  a  prifoner  in 
England.  In  1365  Rymer  gives  us  the  title  of 
another  paflport  for  John  Barbour,  archdeacon  of 
Aberdeen,  to  go  thro'  England,  with  fix  knights 
-in  company,  to  St.  Denis,  near  Paris.  All  we 
find  further  evidenced  relating  to  our  author  is 
that  he  died  aged,  in  the  year  1396,  as  we  learn 
from  the  chartulary  of  Aberdeen. 

He  informs  us  himfelf,  B.  xiii.  ver.  700,  that 
he  wrote  this  poem  in  the  year  1375  ;  and  about 
1440  Bower  or  Bowmaker,  the  continuator  of 
Fordun's  hiftory  of  Scotland,  gives  him  this  praife, 
lib.  xii.  c.  9.  fpeaking  of  king  Robert  I.  '^  Ma^ 
gijier  Johanna  Barharii  Archidtaconus  Aherdenenfn 
in  lingua  nojira  maUrna^^  dijerte  et  luculenter  fatis^ 
ipfa  ejus  particularia  gefta^  necnon  multum  elegantery 
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To  thefe  particulars  the  editor  now  adds  the 
following,  from  Winton's  metrical  chronicle,  writ- 
ten between  the  years  1410  and  1420  *• 

This  NiNUS  had  ane  fon  alfua, 
Schir  Dardane,  Lord  of  FregiOj 
Of  quhome  the  Archdenb  futtely 
Has  maid  proper  Genealogie, 
Till  Robert,  our  fecond  king. 
That  Scotland  had  in  governing. 

MS.  Edit.  p.  63. 

And  fpealdng  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Scots  from 
Ireland : 

Bot  be  the  Brute,  yitt  Bar  jar  fayis 
Of  Erifchry  all  uthir  wa}ds  j 
That  GuRGUNT  B  ADR  UK  quhile  was  king. 
And  Brettane  had  in  gouerning,  &c. 

p.  8i. 

Agreeable  to  Geffrey  of  Monmouth,  lib.  i.  c. 
20. 


Again, 


Of  Brutus*  lynnage  wha  will  heir 
He  luik  the  treteis  that  Barbeir 
Maid  intill  a  Genealogy, 
Reyt  weil,  and  raair  perfytly 
Than  I  can  in  any  wife. 
With  all  my  wit  for  til  devife. 


p.  129. 


*  From  a  MS.  in  the  editor*s  pofTdnon,  compared  with 
three  old  ones>  and  prepared  for  the  preft  by  Robert  Seton, 

b  2  Again, 
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Again,  fpeaking  of  Brennus  and  Belinus ; 
Thai  reid  the  Brute,  and  thai  (all  fee 


Ferleis  feir  of  thair  bounte. 


p.  184. 


Again, 

OcTAVYUS  than  into  thai  dayis 
As  of  Brutb  the  ftoryefeyis. 
Of  all  Brettane  haill  was  king. 

P-  329- 
The  following  paflage,  not  immediately  to  the 
purpofe,  is  inferted  on  account  of  its  Angula- 
rity 2 

Bot  of  the  Brutb  the  ftorye  fayis 
That  Lucius  Hyber  in  his  dayis 
Was  of  the  hie  ftait  procuratour, 
f     Nouthir  callit  king  na  empryour. 

Fra  blayme  wes  than  the  author  quyte. 
As  he  before  him  fand,  to  wryte  \ 
And  men  of  gude  difcretioun 
Suld  excufe  and  loifF  Hucheone^ 
That  cunnand  was  in  literature. 
He  maid  a  gret  geft  of  Arthure  : 
And  die  awenturis  of  G awane  : 
And  the  'piftill  als  of  fueit  Susanr. 
He  was  curious  in  his  ftyle, 
Fayr,  and  fecund,  and  fubtile, 
And  ay  to  plefance  had  delyte ; 
And  maid  in  metyr  meit  his  dyte, 
Littill  or  nocht  neverthelefs 
Wawerand  fra  the  futhfoftnes. 
Had  he  callit  Lucius  procuratour, 
Qhair  that  he  callit  him  empryour,  &c. 

P-  364. 
And 
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And  HucHONB  of  the  Aule  RyaU 

Intill  his  geft  hiftoriall.  lb. 

Sen  HucHEONE  of  the  Awk  Rjall 

Intill  his  geft  hifioricall.  lb. 

HuCHEONE  baith,  and  the  author.  lb. 

There  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
Brute,  in  the  paflages  above  quoted,  after  p. 
184,  is  quite  different  from  Barbour's  Genealogy 
of  the  kings  of  Scotland,  in  which  the  lineage  of 
Brutus  was  given,  as  appears  from  the  pailage 
p.  129,  above  i  and  is  either  Geffrey  of  Mon- 
mouth's book,  or  Wace's  Le  Bnut.  Of  Hutcheon 
the  editor  knows  nothing.  He  once  fufpeded  that 
the  fhort  hiftory  of  Scotland,  in  profe,  down  to 
the  end  of  Robert  the  Second's  reign,  to  be  found 
at  the  end  of  Winton,  and  which  is  a  curious  re* 
main  of  old  Scotifh  profe,  was  the  book  of  Bar* 
hour  above  mentioned ;  but  there  is  no  mentPon 
of  Dardanus  or  of  Brutus  in  it :  and  he  believes 
that  Barbour's  work  is  loft. 

To  return  to  the  prefent  work,  Winton  not 
only  repeatedly  quotes  it,  but  omits  the  whole 
reign  of  Robert  I.  as  Barbour  had  already  written 
it  in  the  fame  metre  which  he  ufes. 

In  book  viii.  chap.  139,  p.  601,  Winton  begins 
to  give  long  extrafts  from  Barbour's  poem.  He 
there  prefents  us  with  an  extradl  from  B.  i.  ver. 
2y — 1 70.  After  a  long  and  often  fabulous  ac* 
count  ofthecontroverfy  between  Balioland  Bruce^ 
and  the  fentence  of  Edward,  he  fays,  p.  627, 

Bot  luik  quhat  followit  eftirwart ; 

How  Robert  our  king  recoverit  his  land, 

That  occupyit  with  his  fiiyis  he  fand  -, 

And 
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And  it  reftoryt  in  all  fredome, 

Quyt  till  his  airis  of  all  thraledome ; 

Quha  that  lykis  that  till  witt 

To  the  Bruyse'  buke  I  thaim  remitt. 

Quhair  maifter  Johnne  B  arbeir,  Archdcne 

Of  Aherdene^  as  mony  has  feyne, 

His  deidis  deitit  mair  vertuufly, 

Than  I  can  think  in  all  ftudy  \ 

Haldand  in  all  leill  futhfaftnes^ 

Set  all  he  wrait  nodit  his  prowes. 

Winton  then  gives  an  account  of  the  Cummins, 
and  of  the  Bruces,  and  of  the  affairs  of  Scotland 
down  to  the  year  .1304,  at  which  year,  p.  680,  he 
iays. 

The  Archdekin  in  Bruces  buke,  &c. 

tnd  quotes  B.  i.  ver.  187,  &c.  Then  in  p.  682 
be  gives  another  extraft  from  B.  i.  ver.  483,  to 
B*  ii.  ver.  36,  with  flight  omiflions,  additions,  and 
alterations.     After  which,  p.  686,  he  fays, 

Quhat  eftir  this  the  Bruce  Robert 
In  all  his  tyme  did  eftirwert, 
The  Archdene  of  Abirdene 
In  Bruce's  buke  has  gart  be  fene^ 
Mair  wyflie  tretit  into  wryte, 
1  han  I  can  think  in  all  my  wyte. 
Thairfore  I  will  now  thus  lychtly 
Ourpafs  att  this  tyme  his  (lory. 

Winton  then,  chap.  157,  excufes  the  lamenefs  of 
his  work,  and  recapitulates  the  years  till  David 
II. :  chap  158  has  the  betraying  of  Wallace  by 
Menteith,  1305;  and  the  dedication  of  the  new 
cathedral  of  St,  Andrews,  1318s  both  s^vj  briefly 

tr\A 
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told.  Chap.  159  bears  the  birth  of  king  David 
IL  1320,  and  the  depofition  of  Edward  II.  of 
England,  1326,  by  his  reckoning.  Chap.  160 
gives  the  wedding  of  David  II.  1328,  and  the 
death  of  Robert  I.  Chap.  161  begins  the  reiga 
of  David  II.  at  length.  Tho*  Winton's  work 
will  not  bear  a  total  publication,  it  would  be 
worth  while  to  publifh  this  latter  part,  from  Da- 
vid II.  till  1414,  as  forming  with  Barbour  a  chain 
of  memoirs  in  Scotifh  verfc,  for  the  hiftory  of 
Scotland,  almoft  down  to  the  commencement  of 
our  memoirs  in  Scotifh  profe,  in  the  hiftory  of 
Lindfay  of  Pittfcottie.  The  fpace  from  1414  till 
14.37,  ^^cn  Lindfay  begins,  might  be  fupplied 
from  Belienden's  tranflation  of  Boethius,  which 
varies  from  the  original,  and  of  which  Ltndfay*s 
work  was  meant  to  be  a  continuation,  as  we  learn 
from  himfelf.  This  part  of  Winton  and  Bellen- 
den  would  form  two  large  oS\zyo  volumes. 

This  preface  (hall  be  clofed  with  one  little  re- 
mark, to  wit,  that  the  name  of  the  bruce  is 
given  to  this  poem,  as  its  genuine  ancient  name,  as 
appears  from  the  lift  of  ancient  Scotifh  poems  in 
Wedderburn's  Complaint  of  Scotland,  15491  and 
from  the  above  pailages  of  Winton  ♦. 

*  It  is  worth  obfervation  that,  tho*  the  edition  of  this 
work  1 6 1 6  be  the  oldeft  difcovercd,  yet  there  muft  have  been 
at  leaft  one  more  ancient :  for  Gordon,  in  his  Hiflorii  of 
Brucff  a  poem  printed  at  Dort  1615,  4to.  mentions  this 
poem,  as  *'  the  old  printed  book,'*  in  his  preface ;  where  he 
alfo  fpeaks  of  a  MS.  on  vellum,  containing  a  poetical  life  of 
Bruce  by  Peter  Fenton,  a  monk  of  Melrofe,  written  in 
1369  (  from  which  he  borrows  fome  incidents.  It  ended, 
as  Gordon^s,  with  the  battle  of  Bannocbum.  The  MS.  be* 
longed  to  Donald  Farquharfon. 
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,  Proeme.  —  Stalt  of  Scotland  at  the  deth  of 
Alexander  III. — Storie  ^Douglas. — The 
htftorie  heginis  with  the  cunand  maid  between 
Robert  de  Bruyse,  afterward  Kingy  and 
Schir  John  Cumin.  —  Traitory  of  Cumin, 
quha  betrays  Robert  ///  Edward  L  of  Eng^ 
land. 
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StORYSE  to  rede  ar  delitabill, 
Suppofc  that  thai  be  nought  but  fabill ; 
Than  fuld  ftoryfe  that  futhfaft  wer, 
And  thai  war  faid  on  gud  maner, 
Have  doubill  ple(ance  in  herying. 
The  fyrft  plefance  is  thair  carping, 
And  the  'tothir  thair  futhfaftnes, 
That  fchewys  the  thing  rycht  as  it  was ; 
And  fuch  thyngs  that  ar  likand 
Tyll  manys  herying  ar  plefand, 
Thairfor  I  wald  fayne  fet  my  will, 
Giff  my  wyt  mycht  fuffice  thairtill, 
To  put  in  wryt  a  futhfaft  ftory 
That  it  left  ay  furth  in  memory 

B2 


10 


Swa 


4  thebruce: 

Swa  that  na  tyme  of  leiith  it  let,  15 

Nor  ger  it  haly  be  forget. 

For  auld  ftoryfe,  that  men  redys, 

Repraifents  to  thaim  the  dedys 

Of  ftalwart  folk,  that  lywyt  ar, 

Rycht  as  thai  than  in  prefence  war.  20 

And  certes  thai  fuld  Weill  have  pryfe 

That  in  thair  tyme  war  wyght  and  wyfe  j 

And  led  thair  lyfF  in  grot  trawaili, 

And  oft,  in  hard  ftour  of  bataill, 

Wan  rycht  gret  price  ofFchewalry,  25 

And  war  woydyt  ofF  cowardy. 

As  was  King  Robert  oiF  Scotland, 

That  hardy  was  of  hart  and  hand. 

And  gud  Schyr  James  off  Douglas, 

That  in  hys  tyme  fa  worthy  was,  30 

That  ofF  hys  price,  and  hys  bounte, 

Into  far  lands  renownyt  wafe  he. 

OfF  thaipi  I  thynk  this  Buk  to  ma : 

Now  God  gyiF  grace  that  I  may  fwa 

Tret  it,  and  bryng  it  till  endying,  35 

That  I  fay  nought  bot  futhfaft  thing. 

When  Alexander  the  King  was  deid. 
That  Scotland  haid  to  fteyr  and  leid,  ' 

Ver.  37.  Alexander  III.  lUcd  16  March  1286.  Margaret  his 
grand-daughter  reigned  till  1290:  an  inter-regnum  followed, 
till  30  November  1192,  when  John  Baliol  was  crowned  j  who 
was  depofed  by  Edward  I.  of  England,  in  1296.  Another 
inter-regnum  fucceeded,  till  27  March  1306,  when  Robert 
the  Greati  the  hero  of-tliis  poem,  afcended  the  tlux>ne« 

The 
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The  land  fax  yer,  and  moyr  perfay. 

Ley  defolat  after  hys  day.  40 

Till  that  the  Barnage  at  the  laft 

Aflemblyt  thaim,  and  fayndyt  faft 

To  choyfe  a  king,  thair  land  to  fter. 

That  off  awnceftry  cumyn  wer 

Off  kings,  that  aucht  that  roawtie,  45 

And  mayft  had  rycht  thair  king  to  be. 

Bot  Enwy,  that  is  fa  feloune. 

Maid  amang  thaim  great  defcenfeoun^ 

For  fum  wald  haiff  the  Balleoll  king, 

For  he  was  cumyn  off  the  rfffspryng  50 

Off  hyr  that  eldeft  fyftir  was.  * 

And  othir  fum  nyt  all  that  cafe ; 

And  faid  that  he  thair  king  fuld  be 

That  war  in  als  ncr  degre, 

And  cumyn  war  of  the  neift  male,  55 

And  in  branch  coUaterale : 
Thai  faid  fucccffion  of  kyngrik 

Was  nocht  to  lawer  feys  lik  -, 

For  ther  mycht  fucced  na  female, 

Quhill  foundyn  mycht  be  ony  male,  60 

Thow  that  in  hir  ewyn  defcendand. 

Thai  bar  all  other  wayis  on  hand  ; 

For  than  the  neyft  cumyn  off  the  feid, 

Man  or  woman,  fuld  fucceid. 

Ver.6i,  6ii  Sic  MS. — E  iitions  read»with  equal  obfcurity. 
That  wcit  in  line  even  defcendand  j 
They  bear  all  otlierwife  in  hand. 

B  3  Be 
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Be  this  refountthat  part  thought  hale,  65 

That  the  Lord  of  Anandjriale^ 

Robert  the  Brwyse  Erie  ofF  Carrykf 

Oucht  to  fucceid  to  the  kynryk. 

The  Barownys  thus  war  al  difcord^ 

That  on  na  maner  mycht  accord  :  70 

Till  at  the  laft  thai  all  concordyt, 

That  all  thair  fpek  fuld  be  recordyt 

Till  Schyr  Eduuard  off  Tngland  K\ng^ 

And  he  fuld  fwer  that,  hot  fenyeyng. 

He  fuld  that  arbyter  difclar,  75 

Of  thir  twa  that  I  tauld  off  ar, 

Quhilk  fucceid  to  fick  a  hycht. 

And  lat  him  ryng  that  had  the  rycht. 

This  ordynance  thaim  thocht  the  bcft. 

For  at  that  tyme  was  pefe  and  reft  80 

Ver.  6S.  David  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  grandfon  of  David 
I.  was  the  fource  of  the  claimants,  Baliol  and  Bruce.  The 
former  was  grandfon  of  Margaret,  cldcft  daughter  of  Earl 
David  'j  the  latter  was  fon  of  IfabcHa,  the  fecond  daughter. 
Sh*  David  Dalrymple,  to  whoie  valuable  labours  on  Scotilb 
hiftory  thefe  notes  will  often  be  indebted,  has  (hewn  that 
Baliol  was  undoubtedly  the  legal  heir  of  the  Scotifli  crown. 
Barbour,  in  fpeaking  of  Bruce  as  the  male  heir  only,  oppolcs 
kim  to  Dcrvorgil,  the  mother  of  Baliol,  who  was  alive.  Baliol 
was  fon  of  Dervorgil,  daughter  of  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Earl  David.  Bruce  was  fon  of  Ifabella.  But  it  is  clear  that 
Margaret,  and  her  daughter  Dervorgil,  and  their  defcendants, 
muft  have  enjoyed  the  crown  bofore  Ifabella,  or  any  of  her 
defcendants.  Robert  Bruce,  Earl  of  Carrick,  competitor  with 
John  Baliol,  was  grandfather  of  our  hero. 

Betwyx 
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BetwyX  Scotland znA  Tngl4nul\i2Ai^ 

And  thai  couth  not  periawe  the  (kaith^ 

That  towart  thaim  was  appei'and ; 

For  that  as  the  King  off  ITngland 

Held  fwylk  freyndfhip^  and  cumpany  85 

To  thair  king,  that  was  fwa  worthy, 

Thai  trowyt  that  he^  as  gud  nyghbur, 

And  as  freyndfome  compofitur) 

Wald  hawe  jugyt  in  lawt6. 

Bot  otherwayis  all  yheid  the  gle*  90 

A  !  blynd  folk  full  off  all  fdly  f 
Haid  ye  unbethocht  you  enkerly, 
Quhat  perell  to  you  mycht  apper, 
Ye  had  not  wrocht  on  that  maner. 
Haid  ye  tane  keip  how  at  that  King  95 

Alwayes,  forowtyn  fojournying, 
Trawayllyt  for  to  wyn  fenyhory, 
And  throw  his  mycht  till  occupy 
Lands,  that  war  till  him  marcheand, 
As  fValis  was,  and  als  Ireland-^  100 

That  he  put  to  fwylk  thrillage, 
That  thai,  that  war  off  hey  perage, 
Suld  ryn  on  fute,  as  rebaldaill. 
Quhan  he  wald  our  folk  affaill 
Durft  nane  of  JValis  in  bataill  ride,  105 

Nor  yhct  fra  ewyn  fell  abyd, 
Caftell  or  wallyt  toune  within, 
That  he  ne  fuld  lyff  and  lymys  tyne. 

B  4  Into 
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Into  fwilk  thrillage  thaim  hdd  he, 

That  he  ourcome  throw  his  powfte.  no 

Ye  mycht  fe  he  fuld  occupy 

Throw  flycht,  that  he  ne  mycht  throw  maiftiry. 

Had  ye  tane  kep  quhat  was  thrillage, 

And  had  confideryet  hys  ufage, 

That  grypyt  ay,  bot  gayne  gevyng^  115 

Ye  fuld,  forowtyn  his  demyng, 

HafF  chofyn  yow  a  king,  that  mycht 

Have  haldyn  veylq  the  land  in  rycht. 

tValys  enfample  mycht  have  bein 

To  yow,  had  ye  it  forowfein,  .  120 

That  be  othir  will  him  chatty. 

And  wyfe  men  fayes  he  is  happy* 

For  unfayr  things  may  fall  perfey, 

Alfe  Weill  to  morn,  as  yhiftirday. 

Bot  ye  traiftyet  in  Jawte,  125 

As  fympile  folk,  but  malvyte, 

And  wyft  not  quhat  fuld  eftir  tyd : 

For  in  this  warld  that  is  fa  wyde, 

Is  nane  determynat  that  fall 

Knaw  things  that  ar  to  fall,  130 

Bot  God,  that  is  off  maift  powefte, 

Refewyt  till  his  maiefte, 

For  to  knaw,  in  his  prefcience, 

Offallryn  tyme  die  mowencc. 


In  this  maner  aflentyt  war 
The  Barowns,  as  I  (aid  you  ar« 


<3S 
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And  throch  thair  aller  hale  aflcnt|  > 

Meffingers  till  hym  thai  fent. 

That  was  than  in  the  haly  land. 

On  Saracertfs  warrayand,  i^O 

And  fra  he  wyft  quhat  charge  thai  had. 

He  bufkyt  hym,  but  mar  abad^ . 

And  left  purpos  that  he  had  taoe  ; 

And  till  Ingland.  agayne  is  gane. 

And  fyne  till  Scotland  word  fend  he^  145 

That  thai  fuld  male  ane  aflemble. 

And  he  in  hy  fuld  cum  to  do 

In  all  things,  as  thai  wrayt  him  to. 

Bot  he  thocht  weill,  throuch  thair  debate, 

That  he  fuld  flely  fynd  the  gate  150 

How  that  he  all  the  fenyhowry, 

Throw  his  gret  mycht,  fuld  occupy* 

And  to  Robert  the  Brwyce  faid  he, 

"  Gyff  yow  will  hald  in  cheyfF  oft'  me, 

"  For  cvirmar,  and  thyne  ofFspryng,  155 

^^  I  fall  do  fwa  yow  fall  be  king." 

*  Schyr,*  laid  he,  *  fa  God  me  fave, 

*  The  kynryk  I  yharn  I  not  to  have. 

*  Bot  gyfF  it  fall  off"  rycht  to  me  j 

*  And  gyff^  God  will  that  it  fa  be  ^  160 

*  I  fall  als  frely  in  all  thing 

^  Hald  it,  as  it  after  to  king. 

Vcr.  1 39.  A  mitlakc.  Edward  was  in  England.  He  return - 
t^  from  the  Holy  Land  in  2271,  or  eighteen  years  before 
thif  time. 

«0r 
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•  Or  as  myn  eldii^  forouch  me 

*  Hald  it  in  freyaft  rowate/ 

The  tothir  wreythrhim,  and  fwar  165 

That  he  fuld  have  it  nivir  mar : 

And  turnyt  him  in  wreth  away. 

Bot  Schyr  Ihon  tha  Balleoll  perfay 

Aflentyt  till  him^  in  all  his  will, 

Quharthrouch  fell  eftir  miclcill  ill.  170 

He  was  king  hot  a  little  quhile, 

And  throuch  gret  futclrf  and  ghyle^ 

For  litill  enchefone,  or  nane, 

He  was  areftyt  fyne  and  tane. 

And  degradyt  fyne  was  he  175 

OiF  honour  and  ofFdignite. 

Qiihythir  it  was  throuch  wrang  or  rycht, 

God  wat  it,  that  is  maift  off  mycht. 

Quhan  Schyr  Edouard,  the  mychty  King^ 
Had  on  this  wyfe  done  his  likyng  180 

Off  Jhone  the  Balleoll,  that  fwa  fonc 
Was  all  defawtyt  and  undonej 
To  Scotland  went  he  than  in  hy, 
And  all  the  land  gan  occupy : 
Sa  hale  that  bath  caftell  and  toune  185 

War  intill  his  poffeffione, 
Fra  IFeiJ^  ancnt  Orkenays 
To  MuUyrfnwk  in  Gallaway. 
And  ftuffyt  all  with  IngHfe  men  ; 
Scbyrreffys  and  bailyheys  maid  he  thain,    .       190 

Ver,  183.  July  1296. 

And 
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And  allryn  ©thir  officers. 

That  for  to  gowcrn  land  affers. 

He  maid  of  Inglis  nation. 

That  worthyt  than  fa  rych  fellone, 

And  fa  wykkyt,  and  cowatoufe,  195 

And  fwa  hawtane,  and  difpitoufe^ 

That  ScoUsmen  mycht  do  nathing 

That  ever  mycht  pleyfe  to  thair  liking, 

Thair  wyffe  wald  thai  oft  forly. 

And  thair  dochtrys  difpitufly ;  200 

And  gyff  ony  ofF  thaira  thairat  war  wrath. 

Thai  watyt  hym  wele  with  gret  fkaith. 

For  thai  fuld  fynd  fone  enchefone, 

To  put  him  to  deftruftione. 

And  gyff  that  ony  man  thaim  by  205 

Had  ony  thing  that  was  worthy. 

As  horfe,  or  hund,  or  othir  tiling. 

That  war  plefand  to  thair  liking. 

With  rycht  or  wrang  it  have  wald  thai. 

And  gyff  ony  wald  thai  withfay,  210 

Thai  fuld  fwa  do,  that  thai  fuld  tyne 

Othir  land,  or  lyff,  or  leyff  in  pine. 

Ver.  195.  Edward  I.  was  a  brave  and  warlike  prince^ 
yet  had  the  innate  cruelty  of  a  favage  j  (q  that  the  maxim^ 
that  cowards  are  always  cruel,  will  not  bear  to  be  reverfed. 
This  cruelty  was  a  part  of  his  dirpofition,  not  of  his  poIi« 
tics  :  for  nothing  can  be  more  impolitic  in  a  conqueror  than 
cruelty  ;  as  the  Roman  empire,  which  flood  upon  clemency, 
and  many  other  examples  on  both  fides,  prove.  Scotland  might 
perhaps  have  remained  annexed  to  England^  if  Edward  had 
even  had  political  clemency. 

For 
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For  thai  dempt  thaim  eftir  thair  will, 

Takand  na  kep  to  rycht,  na  (kill. 

A  quhat  thai  dempt  thaim  felonly  !  21  j 

For  gud  knychts  that  war  worthy, 

For  litill  enchefowne,  or  than  nanc. 

Thai  hangyt  be  the  nek-bane. 

Als  that  folk,  that  evir  was  frcj 

And  in  fredome  wount  for  to  be,  220 

Throw  thair  gret  myfchance,  and  foly, 

War  tret)rt  than  (a  wykkytly, 

That  their  fays  thair  jugis  war ; 

Quhat  wrechitnes  may  man  have  mar  ? 

A  !  fredome  is  a  nobill  thing  !  225 

Fredome  mayfe  man  to  hailF  liking ; 
Fredome  all  folace  to  man  giffis  : 
He  levys  at  cfe,  that  frely  Icvys  ! 
A  noble  hart  may  haifF  nane  efe, 
Na  ellys  nocht  that  may  him  plefc,  2  30 

GyfF  fredome  failyhe  :  for  fre  liking 
Is  yharnyt  our  all  othir  thing. 
Na  he,  that  ay  hafe  levyt  fre, 
May  nocht  knaw  weill  the  propyrtc. 
The  angyr,  na  the  wrechyt  dome,  I35 

That  is  cowplyt  to  foule  thyrldome, 
Bot  gyfF  he  had  aflayit  it. 
Than  all  perquer  he  fuld  it  wyt ; 

Ver.  2*5.  Our  poet  here  gives  into  a  moving  ^Ugreflion,  in 
praife  of  liberty  j  and  expoib,  in  ftriking  colours,  the  niifc-** 
rlet  of  ilavery. 

And 
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And  fuld  think  fredome  mar  to  pryfe, 
Tlian  all  the  gold  in  warld  that  is.  240 

Thus  contrar  things  evirmar, 
Difcowcryngs  ofF  the  tothir  ar. 
And  he  that  thryll  is  has  not  his; 
All  that  he  hafe  enbandownyt  is 
Till  hys  lord,  quhatevir  he  be,  245 

Yheyt  hafe  he  not  fa  mekill  fre 
As  fre  wyll  to  leyve,  or  de, 
That  at  hys  hart  hym  draws  to  dre. 
Than  mayfe  clerks  queftioun, 
Quhen  thai  fall  in  difputatioim,  250 

That  gyff  man  bad  hys  thryll  oucht  do, 
And  in  the  famyn  tyme  come  hym  to 
His  W7ff,  and  afkyt  hym  hyr  det, 
Quhithir  4ic  hys  lords  neid  fuld  bet^ 
And  pay  fryft  that  he  owcht,  and  fync  255 

Do  furth  hys  lords  commandyne ; 
-  Or  levc  onpayit  hys  wyff,  and  do 
The  things  that  commandyt  is  hym  to. 
I  leve  all  the  folutioun 

Till  thaim  that  ar  ofF  mar  renoun.  260 

Bot  fen  thai  mak  fie  competying 
Betwixt  the  detts  off  wedding, 
And  lords  bidding  till  hys  thrill. 
Ye  may  wcile  fe,  thoucht  nane  you  tell, 
How  hard  a  thing  that  thryldome  is.  265 

for  men  may  weile  fe,  that  ar  wyfe, 
That  wedding  is  the  hardeft  band. 
That  ony  man  may  tak  on  hand* 

And 
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And  thryldom  is  weill  wer  than  dcid, 

For  quhill  a  thryll  his  lyff  may  leid,  27© 

It  mervys  him,  body  and  banys, 

And  dede  anoyis  him  bot  anys : 

Schortly  to  fay  is  nane  can  tell 

The  halle  conditloun  ofF  a  thryll. 

This  gat  levyt  thai,  and  in  fic  thryllage        275 
Bath  pur,  and  thai  ofF  hey  peragc. 
For  off  the  lords  fum  thai  flew; 
And  fum  thai  hangyt,  and  fum  thai  drew : 
And  fum  thai  put  in  prefoune, 
Forowtyn  caiife,  or  enchefoune.  28d 

And  amang  others  ofFDouGLASE 
Put  in  prefoune  Wilyam  wafe, 
That  ofFDouGLASE  wafe  Lord  and  Syr. 
OfF  him  thai  makyt  a  martyr ; 
Fra  thai  in  prefoune  him  fleuch,  285 

His  lands  that  fayr  inewch. 
Thai  the  Lord  ofF  Clyffurd  gave. 
He  had  a  fone,  a  litill  knave, 

That 

Vcr.  aSi .  There  was  no  Earl  of  this  great  family  till  1 357. 
Atmah  of  Scotland,  IF.  224.  Barbour  ufes  Syr  for  Lard, 
being  a  contradlion  of  Seigneur*  Our  application  of  Sir  to 
knights  only  is  of  modem  date  :  and  anciently  even  priefts 
had  the  Sir,  a  tranflation  of  Dominus,  implying  either  Lord 
or  Mafter.  The  chiefs  of  Douglas  were  barons  ;  and  the 
title  of  Sir  prefixt  to  their  names,  and  to  others  by  modem 
writers,  following  the  ancient,  is  improper,  becaufe  that 
prefixture  now  belongs  to  knights  only,  whereas  in  ancient 
times  even  kings  had  it  \  Scbir  Edward  tbe  nobil  King.  Baron 

William 
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t  was  than  bot  a  litill  page  ; 
fyne  he  was  off  gret  waflage,  29O 

fadyrs  dede  he  wengyt  fiia, 
t  in  Inglandj  I  underta, 
;  nane  off  Ijrve  that  him  ne  dred  ; 
he  fa  fele  off  harnys  fched, 
t  nane  that  lyvys  thaim  can  tell :  295 

wondirly  hard  thing  fell 
him,  or  he  till  ftate  was  brocht. 
ir  was  nane  aventur  that  mocht 
ay  his  hart,  na  ger  him  let 
do  the  thing  that  he  wer  on  fet ;  300 

he  thocht  ay  entirly 
Jo  his  deid  awyfely. 
hocht  Weill  he  wis  worth  na  feyle, 
t  mycht  of  nane  anoyis  feyle  ; 
als  for  till  efcheve  gret  things,  305 

hard  trewalys,  and  bargangings, 
k  fuld  ger  his  price  dowblyt  be. 
airfor,  in  all  his  lyvetymc,  he 

am  Douglas  was  the  firfl:  nobleman  who  joined  Wallace, 
1197,  in  the  heroic  attempt  to  free  his  country,  over« 
1  1296  by  Edward  I.  an  attempt  utterly  mined  at  Fal- 
July  1298  :  fo  that  Wallace^s  progrefs  was  terminated 
welve-month,  or  fo  j  and  Henry^'t  poem  on  him  is  but 
iftory  of  two  years,  while  this  of  Barbour  embraces 
y-four.  Wallace  was  taken,  and  beheaded,  1304^-5  ; 
^liam  Douglas  had  deferted  him,  Auguft  1297,  and 
d  himfelf  prifoner  to  Edward  !•  AmudSf  I.  249.  Baroa 
s  Douglas,  whofe  deeds  grace  this  poem,  was  his  fon. 

Was 
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Was  in  gret  pay%  and  gret  trewaill. 
And  nivir  wald  for  myfcheifFfaill, 
Bot  dryve  the  thing  rycht  to  the  end. 
And  tak  the  ure  that  God  wald  fend. 
His  name  wa$  James  of  Douglas  : 
And  quhen  he  herd  his  fadyr  was 
Put  in  prefoune  fa  fellounly, 
And  a  his  lands  halyly 
War  gevyn  to.the  Clyffurd  perfey, 
He  wyft  not  quhat  to  do  na  fay ; 
For  he  had  natthing  for  to  difpend, 
Na  thair  was  nane  that  evir  kend 
Wald  do  fa  mekill  for  him,  that  he 
Mycht  fufficiantly  fundyn  be. 
Than  wis  he  wondir  will  off  wane. 
And  fodanly  in  hart  has  tane, 
That  he  wald  trewail  our  the  fe. 
And  a  quhile  in  Paryfe  be^ 
And  dre  myfcheiff  quhar  nane  him  kend, 
Till  God  fiun  fuccours  till  him  fend. 
And  as  he  thocht  he  did  rycht  fua, 
And  fone  to  Paryfe  can  he  ga, 
And  levyt  thair  full  fympolly, 
The  quhair  he  glaid  was  and  joly ; 
And  till  fwylk  thowtefnes  he  yeid, 
As  the  courfe  afks  off  yowtheid. 
And  umquhill  into  rybbaldaill. 
And  that  may  mon]^  tyme  awaill, 
For  knawlage  off  mony  flats, 
May  quhile  awailye  full  mony  gats. 
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As  to  the  gud  Erie  off  Artayis 

Robert,  befell  in  his  dayis.  340 

For  oft  feynyeyng  off  rybbaldy 

Awailyeit  him,  and  that  gretly. 

And  Catone  fayis  us,  in  his  wryt^ 

That  to  fenyhe  foly  quhile  is  wyt. 

In  Paryfe  ner  thrc  yer  duellyt  he ;  345 

And  then  come  tythands  our  the  (e^ 

That  his  fadyr  was  done  to  ded. 

Then  wis  he  wa,  and  will  of  red ; 

And  thocht  that  he  wald  hame  agayne, 

To  luk  gyff  he,  throw  ony  payn,  350 

Mycht  wyn  agayn  his  heretage, 

And  his  men  out  off  all  thryllage. 

To  Saint  windrows  he  come  in  hy, 

Quhar  the  Byfchop  full  curtafly  • 

Re(avyt  him,  and  gert  him  wer  355 

His  knyvys  forouch  him  to  fcher ; 

And  cled  him  rycht  honorabilly, 

And  gert  ordayn  quhar  he  fuld  ly. 

A  weile  gret  quhile  thair  dwellyt  he ; 

Alt  men  lufyt  him  for  his  bounce  \  360 

For  he  was  off  full  fayr  efFer, 

Wyfe,  curtaife,  and  deboner  j 

Larg,  and  luffand,  als  was  he, 

And  our  all  things  luffyt  lawte. 

Vcr.  339.  Two  Roberts,  Earls  of  Artois,  are  famous; 
R.  I.  1237,  R.  II.  1150.  It  feems  uncertain  to  which  our 
author  alludes. 

Ver.  353.  WiUiam  of  Lamberton. 

Vol.  I.*  C  Lawte, 
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Lawte  to  lufF  is  gret  wily,  365 

Throuch  lawte  lifFs  men  rycht  wifly; 
With  a  wertu,  and  lawte, 
A  man  may  yeit  fuflicyand  be. 
And  but  lawte  may  nane  haifF  pryfc, 
Quhither  he  be  wycht,  or  he  be  wyfe ;  370 

For  quhar  it  failyeys,  na  wertu 
May  be  off  price,  na  off  valu, 
To  mak  a  man  fa  gud,  that  he 
May  fymply  callyt  gud  man  be. 

He  was  in  all  his  deds  lele,  375 

For  him  dedeynyeit  not  to  dele 
With  trechery,  na  with  falfct. 
His  hart  on  hey  honour  wis  fet : 
And  him  cuntentyt  on  fic  maner, 
That  all  him  lufFyt  that  war  him  ncr :  38a 

Bot  he  was  not  fa  fayr,  that  we 
Suld  fpek  gretly  off  his  beaute ; 
In  wyfage  wis  he  fum  deill  gray, 
And  had  black  har,  as  I  hard  (ay ; 
Bot  off  lymys  he  wis  weill  maid,  38$ 

With  banys  gret,  and  fchuldrys  braid. 
His  body  war  weill  maid,  and  lenye, 
As  thai  that  faw  him  faid  to  me. 
Quhen  he  wis  blyth  he  wis  lufly, 
And  meyk,  and  fweyt  in  cumpany.  390 

Ver.  390.  Does  Mr.  Home  alkide  to  this  paflfage,  ia  hi^ 
admirable  tragedy  of  Douglas  ? 

mild  with  the  miidy 
But  with  the  froward  he  was  fierce  as  fire. 

Boe 
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Bot  quha  In  battatU  mycht  him  (e 

Anothir  cuntenance  had  he. 

And  in  fpek  ulifpyt  he  fum  deill ; 

Bot  that  fat  him  fycht  wondre  weilL  * 

Till  gud  Ector  of  Troy  mycht  he  395 

In  mony  things  liknyt  be : 

Ector  had  blalc  har  as  he  had. 

And  ftark  lymys,  and  rycht  weill  maid. 

And  ulyfpit  alfua  as  did  he, 

And  wis  fulfillyt  in  leavte ;  400 

And  wis  curtaifc,  and  wyfe,  and  wycht, 

Bot  off  manheid,  and  mekill  mycht. 

Till  Ector  dar  I  nane  comper. 

Off  all  that  evir  in  warldys  wer, 

f^or  in  hys  tyme  fa  wrocht  he,  405 

That  he  fuld  gretly  luvyt  be. 

He  duellyt  thair,  quhill  on  a  tid, 
'he  King  Eduuard,  with  mekill  prid, 
^^me  to  Strevillyne  with  gret  mengye, 
^^x  till  hald  thair  ane  eflemble.  410 

^  Hyddirwart  went  mony  barowne, 

^'yfchop  WyLYAME  oiFLAMBYRTOUNS 

^^^id  thyddyr  als,  and  with  hini  was 
^£^is  Squyer  I  amis  of  Dowglas. 
I^he  Byfchop  led  him  to  the  King,  415 

'^nd  laid,  **  Scheyr,  I  to  you  bryng 

Ver.  411.    For  the  actions  of  this  double  and  deiigning 
Vrdate>  fee  Annals  of  Scotland. 

C2  «This 
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"  This  child,  that  clemys  your  man  to  bc^ 

**  And  prays  you  per  cherytc, 

**  That  ye  refave  his  homage 

**  And  grants  him  his  heretage/*  420 

*  Qi^ihat  lands  clemys  he  ?'  faid  the  King* 
**  Schyr,  gyfFthat  it  be  your  liking, 

*'  He  clemys  the  lordfchip  off  DougJas^ 

*'  For  lord  thirofF  hys  faddyr  was." 

The  King  then  wrethyt  him  entirly,  425 

And  faid,  *  Schyr  Byfcnop,  fekyrly 

*  GyfF  you  wald  kep  ye  fewte, 

*  Yow  maid  nane  fic  fpeking  to  me. 

*  His  faddyr  ay  wis  my  fay  feloune, 

*  And  deyt  thairfor  in  my  prefoun,  430 

*  And  wis  agayne  my  Maiefte : 

*  Quharfor  hys  ayr  I  aucht  to  be. 

*  Ga  purchis  land  quhar  eir  he  may, 
^  For  thairoiF  hafiys  he  nane  perfay ; 


Vcr.  417.  Child  was  a  term  for  a  DamoifeaUt  or  noble 
Jrouth,  bcfoi-e  he  was  knighted.  Whence  Horn  CbiU,  an 
old  English  romance ;  and  CbiU  Mauriee^  a  fine  Scotifti 
ballad.  The  later  is  ibmetimes  called  Gil  Maurice  $  and 
Gil  has  the  fame  meaning,  tho*  now  ufed  for  ctiU  in 
the  Buchan  diale£l.  Gil  in  proper  names  is  Gothic,  not 
Irifli,  as  fome  imagine:  Gilimgr,  Gilbert,  &c.  &c.  are 
known  Gothic  names.  So  our  Gillies,  flius  Jefu ;  Gil- 
chrift,  JUius  Cbrifli ;  Gilbridc,  filius  BrigiiUt  \  and  othert. 
The  Iri(h  is  full  of  Gothic  words,  becaufe  the  Danes  and 
Norwegians  fettled  in  Ireland,  and  our  highlands :  but  no 
Iriih  ever  went  to  Scandina?ia. 

«Thc 
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«  The  Clyffurd  fell  thaim  haiff,  for  he        435 
*  Ay  Idy  has  fcrwyt  to  mc* 

The  Byfchop  hard  him  fwa  anfuer. 
And  durd  than  fpek  till  him  na  mar ', 
Bot  fra  h)^  prcfence  went  in  hy, 
For  he  dred  feyr  his  felouny:  440 

Swa  that  he  na  mar  fpak  thairto. 
The  King  did  that  he  com  to  do  -, 
Ahd  went  till  Jngland  fyn  agayn. 
With  mony  man  of  melcill  mayn. 


lordikgs  !  qvha  liks  for  till  her,  44s 
The  Romanys  now  begynvs  her, 

Ver.  446.  This  word  Romanys  does  not  mean  what  we  now 

term  a  romance f  or  fi^lionj  but  a  naiiation  of  fa^s  in 

romance f  or  the  lulgar  tongue.     This  ufe  of  x\\t  term  is  the 

genuine  one,  while  we  abufe  it.     Decrees  of  councils,  and 

other  remains  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries  in  France, 

ihew  that  the  Francic»  or  German,  was  the  court  language; 

while  the  common  people  fpoke  the  lingua  Romana  ruftica^ 

or  romance.     When  this  lail  language  had  prevailed,  at 

that  of  the  greater  number  always  does,  and  began  to  be 

written,  it  was   long  called  romance^  but  laterly  French. 

Such  was  alfo  the  cafe  in  Spain  and  Italy.     See  Hiji,  dt 

lalangue  Franc,  prefixed  to  the  Poejies  du  Roi  de  Na^arre^ 

Paris  1741.     As  talcs  were  firft  written  in  romance,  the 

name  of  the  language  pafled  to  the  fubjc^l.   Baibour  begins, 

Ter.  S,  &c.  with  telling  us,  that  his  narration  is  futhfafl^  or 

true :  and  the  reader  needs  only  perufe  Dalrymfle^s  Annals^ 

to  fte  the  Tenicity  of  moft,  if  not  all  of  it. 

C  3  Off 
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Off  men  that  war  in  gret  diftrcfs. 

And  aflayit  full  grct  hardynes, 

Or  thai  mycht  cum  till  thair  entent ; 

Bot  fyne  our  Lord  fie  grace  thaim  fent,  450 

That  thai  fyne,  throw  thair  grct  walour, 

Come  till  gret  hycht,  and  till  honour, 

Magrc  thair  foyis  ivir  ilk  ane. 

That  war  fa  fele,  that  ane  till  ane 

Off  thaim  thai  war  wcill  a  thoufand ;  455 

Bot  quhar  God  holpys  quhat  may  wtthAand  ? 

Botand  we  fay  the  futhfaftncs, 

Thai  war  fum  tyme  cv'n  mar  than  les ; 

Bot  God  that  maift  is  off  all  mycht, 

Preferwyt  thaim  in  hys  forfycht,  460 

To  weng  the  harme,  and  the  contrer. 

All  that  fele  folk  and  pantener 

Dyd  till  fympill  folk  and  worthy. 

That  couth  not  help  thaimfelft  forthy. 

Thai  war  lik  to  the  Machabeysj  465 

That,  as  men  in  the  Bibell  feys, 

Throve  thair  gret  worfchip  and  walour, 

Faucht  into  mony  ftallwart  ftour, 

For  to  delyvir  thair  countre 

Fra  folk  that,  throw  iniquite,  470 

Ver.  458.  As  being  not  only  few,  but  difcomfitcd,  divided, 
difpirited. 

Ver.  462.  The  editions  read : 

To  venge  the  harmes,  and  the  contrares. 
That  they  fell  folk  and  oppreflares. 

Hald 
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Hald  thaim  and  thatrs  in  dmUage : 

Thai  wroucht  fua  dirow  their  waflelage. 

That,  with  few  folk  thai  had  victory 

OflF  mychty  Kings,  as  j&yis  the  ftory. 

And  delyveryt  thatr  land  all  fre ;  475 

Quharfor  thair  name  fuld  lovyt  be« 

This  Lord  the  Brwyse  I  fpak  of  ayr. 
Saw  all  the  kynryk  fwa  forfayr. 
And  fwa  trawlyt  the  folk  faw  he. 
That  he  thairoiF  had  gret  pite.  480 

fiot  quhat  pite  that  e'er  he  had 
Na  cuntenance  thairoff  he  maid, 
Till  on  a  tymc  Schyr  Ihon£  Cumik^ 
As  thai  come  ridand  fra  Strewillynj 
Said  till  hym,  *  Schyr,  will  ye  not  ky  485 

*  How  that  gowernyt  is  thys  countr6  ? 
'  Thai  fla  our  folk,  but  enchefoune, 

'  And  hald  thys  land  aga)aie  refoune, 
'  And  ye  thairofF  fuld  lord  be ; 

*  And  gyff  diat  ye  will  trow  to  me,  490 

*  Ye  fall  ger  mak  thairofF  king, 

*  And  I  fall  be  in  your  helping : 

*  With  thy  ye  gifFme  all  the  land, 

*  That  ye  haifF  now  intill  your  hand ; 

*  And  gyfF  that  ye  will  not  do  fua,  495 
*Na  fwylk  a  ftate  upon  you  ta, 

Ver.483.  John  Cumin,  of  Badenoch,  a  branch  of  tliepow- 
*^>1  family  of  Cumin  j  as  was  the  carl  of  Buchan  at  this 
time.  J  ^ 

C  4  « AU 
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^  All  hale  my  land  fall  yours  be ; 
<  And  lat  me  ta  the  ftate  on  me : 
^  And  bring  thys  land  out  of  thyrllage. 

*  For  thair  is.nothir  man,  na  page,  500 

*  In.  all  thys  land  bot  thai  fall  be 

*  Fayn  to  mak  thaimfelvys  fre.* 

The  Lord  the  Br  wise  hard  hys  carping, 

And  wend  he  fpak  bot  futhfaft  thing. 

And,  for  it  likit  till  his  will,  505 

He  gave  his  aflenf  fone  thairtill : 

And  faid,  "  Sen  ye  will  it  be  fwa, 

**  I  will  biythly  upon  me  ta 

"  The  ftate,  for  I  wate  that  I  have  rycht ; 

^  And  rycht  mayfe  oft  the  feble  wycht."  510 

The  Barownys  than  accordyt  ar, 
And  that  ilk  nycht  writyh  war 
Thair  endenturs,  and  athyis  maid. 
To  hald  that  thai  forfpokyn  haid. 

Bot  off  all  tl\ings  wa  worth  trefoune !  515 

For  thair  is  nothir  duk  ne  baroune, 
Na  eric  na  prynce,  na  king  off  mycht, 
Thoch  he  be  nivir  fa  wyfe  na  wicht, 
For  wyt,  worfchip,  price,  na  renoun, 
That  ivir  may  wauch  hym  with  trefoune.         520 
Wis  not  all  Troy  with  trefoune  tane, 
Quhen  ten  yers  off  the  wer  wis  gane  ? 
Thain  flayn  wis  mone  thoufand 
Off  thaim  withowt,  throw  ftrenth  of  hand  5 

As 
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As  Dares  in  bys  buk  he  wrate,  521 

And  Dyts  that  knew  all  thair  date. 

Thai  mycht  not  haiff  beyn  tane  throw  mycht^ 

Bot  trefotvie  tuk  them  throw  hyr  flycht. 

And  Alexandir  the  Conquerowr, 

That  conqueryt  Babybnys  tour,  530 

And  all  this  warld  off  lenth  and  breid. 

In  twal  yher,  throw  his  douchty  deid^ 

Wis  fyne  deftroyit  throw  pufoune, 

In  hys  awyne  houfe,  throw  gret  trefoune. 

Bot  or  he  d^it  hys  land  dclt  he ;  535 

To  fe  hys  dede  wis  gret  pite. 

JuLUs  Cesar  als  that  wan 

iretane  and  Framue^  as  douchty  man^ 

Jiffryk^  Jrrabe^  Egiptj  Surry^ 

And  all  Europe  halyly,  540 

And  for  hy^  worfchip  and  ualour 

Off  Rome  wis  fryft  maid  Empirour ; 

Syne  in  hys  capitole  wis  he. 

Throw  thaim  off  hys  confatU  prive, 

Slayne  with  pufoune,  rycht  to  the  ded  j  545 

And  quhen  he  faw  thair  wis  na  rede, 

Hys  eyn  with  hys  hand  clofit  he, 

I"  or  to  dey  with  mar  honefte. 

Ver.  539.  Surry  is  Syria. 

^w"*  545.  for  pufoune fXYit  editions  rightly  red  bpdkms, 
tl»t  is  daggers  : 

might  his  quietus  make 
With  a  bare  bodkin.  Shakifp.  Hamlet. 

Ms 
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Als  Arthur  that,  throw  chevalry, 

Mzde  Breiane  maiftris  and  lady  550 

Off  twal  kinrtcks  that  he  wan  -, 

And  alfua,  as  a  noble  man. 

He  wan  throw  bataill  Frauna  all  fre, 

And  Lucius  Tber  wencufyt  he, 

That  thain  off  Rome  wer  Empirour ;  555 

Bot  yeit,  for  all  hys  grct  valour, 

MoDREYT  hys  fyftirs  fon  hym  flew. 

And  gud  men  als  ma  then  inew, 

Throw  trefounc,  and  throw  wikkitnes. 

The  Broice  hers  thairoff  witnes :  560 

Sa  fell  off  this  conand  making. 

For  the  Cumin  raid  to  the  King 

Ver.  549.  Our  poet  here,  as  iifual  in  his  time,  blends  the 
moft  childifti  fables  with  hiftory.  This  account  of  Arthur 
is  borrowed  from  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth ;  and  it  appears 
from  Winton  that  Bacbour  wrote  a  book  on  this  fubjcft. 
Arthur  is  now  known  to  be  a  non-exiftence,  being  a  mere 
epithet  given  by  the  Wdfh  to  Aurelius  Ambroiius,  Art'ttir, 
*  The  Great  Man.*  Gildas  was  cotemporary  with  the  mock 
Arthur,  530,  but  knew  nothing  of  him,  tho'  in  his 
Epiftle  (CaU  Script,  Angl.)  he  mentions  five  kings  of  Bri- 
tain in  his  time.  Nennius,  who  wrote  858,  fays  nothing  of 
Arthur,  the  chapter  concerning  him  being  an  addition  after 
the  words,  explicit  opus  Nennii,  In  ihort,  till  Geoffirey 
wrote,  1150,  Arthur  was  unknown.  Arthur's  Stat^  Ar* 
ibur^j  RtnuiA  Table,  &c.  are  all  names  derived  from  the 
romances,  and  tournaments ;  and  unknown,  till  the  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  centuries.  Arthur  was  the  Fingal, 
the  Roland,  of  Wales  5  nay,  of  Britain,  after  Geoffrey's 
time. 

Off 
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Off  Inglandj  and  tald  all  this  cafe; 
Bot,  I  trow,  not  all  as  it  was. 

Bot  the  endentur  till  him  gaf  he,  565 

That  foune  fchawyt  the  iniquite : 
Quharfor  fyne  he  tholyt  dcd. 
Than  he  couth  fet  thairfor  na  rede. 
Quhen  the  King  faw  the  endentur, 
He  wer  angry  out  of  mefur,  57O 

And  fwour  that  he  fuld  wengeance  ta 
OfFthat  Brwyse,  that  prefumyt  fwa 
Aganys  him  to  brawle  or  ryfe. 
Or  to  confpyr  on  fic  a  wyfe. 
And  to  Schyr  Ihon  Cumyn  faid  he  575 

That  he  fuld,  for  his  lawte. 
Be  rewardyt,  and  that  hely : 
And  he  him  thankit  humyly. 
Than  thoucht  he  to  have  the  leding 
Off  all  Scotland^  but  gane  faying,  580 

Fraatthe  Brwvsk  to  ded  war  browcht, 
Bot  oft  failyes  the  ful's  thoucht : 
And  wife  menys  etling 
Cumys  not  ay  to  that  ending 
That  thai  think  it  fall  cum  to,  585 

For  God  wate  weill  quhat  is  to  do. 
Off  his  etlyng  rycht  fwa  it  fell. 
As  I  fall  aftirwarts  tell, 
He  tuk  hys  levc,  and  hame  is  went. 
And  the  King  a  parlyament  590 

Gcrt 
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Gcrt  fct  thaireftir  haftcly ; 

And  thydder  fomownys  he  in  hy 

The  Barownys  of  his  roalte. 

And  to  the  Lord  the  Brwyse  fend  he, 

Bydding  to  cum  to  that  gadryng.  595 

And  he  that  had  na  perfawyng 

OflF  the  trefoune,  na  the  falfet, 

Raid  to  the  King  but  langir  let. 

Ai>d  in  Lundon  him  herberyd  he, 

The  fyrft  day  of  thair  affembly ;  600 

Syne  on  the  morn  to  court  he  went. 

The  King  fat  into  parlyament,   . 

And  forouch  hys  cunfaiU  prive. 

The  Lord  the  Brwyse  thair  callyt  he, 

And  fchawyt  him  the  endentur,  605 

He  wis  in  full  gret  aventur 

To  hym  hys  lyfF;  bot  God  of  mycht    ' 

Preferwyt  hym  till  hyer  hycht, 

That  wald  not  that  he  fwa  war  dede. 

The  King  betaucht  hym  in  that  fteid  610 

The  endentur,  the  feyle  to  fe, 

And  afkyt  gyfF  it  enfelyt  he  ? 

He  lukyt  the  feyle  entently, 

And  anfweryt  till  him  humyly. 

And  fayd,  *'  How  that  I  fimpell  be,  615 

"  My  feyle  is  not  all  tyme  with  me ; 

"  Ye  have  ane  othir  it  to  ber, 

"  Quarfor  gyfF  that  your  wills  wer, 

Ver.  615.    The  editions  read  throw  tbaU 
Ver.  617.    The  fame  read  /  have. 
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**  I  a/k  you  refpjrt  for  to  fe 

"  This  lettir,  and  thairwith  awydt  be^ 

"  Till  to  morn  that  ye  be  fet : 

"  And  then,  forowtyn  langer  let, 

"  This  lettir  fall  I  entyr  hcyr,  * 

**  Before  all  your  cunfaill  planer ; 

*'  And  thairtill  into  borwch  draw  I 

"  Myn  hcrytage  all  halily." 

The  King  thoucht  he  was  traift  enewch. 

Sen  he  in  borwch  hys  lands  drewch : 

And  let  hym  with  the  lettir  pafle, 

Till  entyr  it,  as  forfpokin  was. 
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A  R  G  U  M  B  N  T. 


Robert  fiees  to  Scothr^d^  and  kills  Cumin  at 
Dumfreis. — Douglas  meits  htm  mir  Lochma^ 
bauj  and  thay  becufn  Jiker  freinds. — Robert  // 
crounit  at  Scone — gangs  to  Perthy  and  challangts 
Schir  AymER  de  VallangBj  Wardan  tf 
Scotland^  to  battle  —  Is  refufit^  and  ludges  in 
Methven  Park — is  entrely  defait  be  Schir  Ay- 
MER  —  retraits  to  the  Grampian  Hills — gaes 
to  jiberdertj  quhar  the  ^ene,  and  uther  ladiis 
meit  him*  — ,Praife  oflUve  and  u/pmeny  enfampilei 
fra  Theban  Jlorie.  —  The  Jnglis  advauncing^  tbi 
King  agane  retraits  futb-wejt  to  the  Grampian 
hills. 
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i  HE  Brwyse  went  till  hys  innys  fwyth, 
Bot  W3rt  ye  weile  he  wis  full  blyth, 
That  he  had  gottyn  that  refpyt. 
He  callit  his  marfchall  till  him  tyt. 
And  bad  him  luk  on  all  maner ;  < 

That  he  ma  till  hys  men  gud  cher  ; 
For  he  wald  in  hys  chambre  be, 
A  Weill  gret  quhite  in  priuate, 
With  him  a  clerk  forowtjm  ma. 
The  marfchall  till  the  hall  gan  ga,  lo 

And  did  hys  Lordys  comanding. 
The  Lord  the  Brwyse,  but  mar  letting, 
Gcrt  priuely  bryng  ftedys  twa, 
He  and  the  clerk  forowtyn  ma, 
Lap  on,  forowtyn  perfawing,  15 

And  day  and  nycht,  but  foiournying. 
Thai  raid ;  quhill,  on  the  fyfte  day, 
Cumyn  till  Louchmaban  zr  thai. 
Hys  brodyr  Eduuard  thai  thair  fand, 
That  thoucht  fcrly  it  tak  on  handj  . 

Vol,  I,  D  That 
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That  thai  come  hame  fa  priuely : 

He  tald  hys  brodyr  halyly 

How  that  he  thair  fqycht  wa^ 

And  how  he  chapyt  wis  throw  cafe. 

Sa  fell  it  in  the  (amyn  tyd>  -     2 

Thztf  at  Drum/refe^  rycht  thair  befide, 

Schir  Ihone  the  Cumyn,  foiournyng  maid, 

The  Brwyse  lap  on,  and  thydir  raid  ; 

And  thoucht  forowtyn  mar  letting, 

For  to  qwyt  hym  hys  difcouerying.  ; 

Thyddir  he  raid,  .but  langar  let. 

And  with  Schyr  Ihon£  the  Cumyn  met, 

In  the  Frersj  at  the  hye  awter. 

And  fchawyt  him,  with  lauchand  cher. 

The  endentur :  fyne  with  a  knyff  ; 

Rycht  in  that  fted  hym  reft  the  lyiF. 

Schyr  Eduuard  Cumyn  als  wis  flayn, 

And  oddirs  mony  off  mekill  mayn. 

Ver.  26.  Dumfries,  the  celebrated  Ca/lrum  PuiOarm 
Dun,  mons,  caftellum  \  Pre,  pueUa  nobilis :  See  the  Giol&dH 
of  Wachter,  Verelius>  &c,  Edinburgh  is  erroneoufly  thoug 
the  Caftrum  PueUartun^  as  ii  was  thought  the  Ci^ 
Alata,  tho^  the  later  be  Invemcfs.  Nothing  can 
more  rifible  than  to  fee  Irifh  etymologifts  tell  u$«  that  D 
EMtif  the  Irifii  name  of  Edinbuigh,  implies  Caflra  AlaU 
biit»  if  they  had  feen  Ptolemy,  and  known  that  Invent 
was  the  Cqfira  AUum^  doubtlefs  ihey  would  have  told 
that  Invemefs  was  Irilh  iov  Caflra  Alata, 

Ver.  33.  The  <Mnirch  of  Minorites,  or  Gray  Friars. 

Ver.  37.  Sir  Robert  Cumin,  not  Sir  Edward.  But  J 
this,  and  other  ^particulars  conceining  this  affair,  fee  Ann; 
•f  Scotland.  I.  agi. 

N 
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Not  for  this  yeit  fum  men  fayis. 

That  that  debat  fell  othirwayis :  40 

Bot  quhatfaevyr  maid  the  debate, 

Thair  throuch  he  deyt,  weill  I  wat. 

He  myfdyd  that  gretly  but  wer, 

That  gave  na  gyrth  to  the  awter. 

Thairfor  fa  hard  myfcheiff  hym  fell,  45 

That  I've  herd  never  in  Romanys  tell, 

Off  man  fa  hard  frajrit  as  wis  he. 

That  eftirwart  com  to  fic  bounte. 

Now  agayne  to  the  King  ga  we ; 
That  on  the  morn,  with  hys  barne,  50 

Sat  intill  hys  parleament ; 
And  eftir  the  Lord  the  Brwyse  he  fent, 
Rycht  till  his  in  with  knychtys  kene. 
Quhen  he  oft  tyme  had  callit  been, 
And  hys  men  eftir  hym  afkit  thai,  55 

Thai  faid  that  he,  fen  yhylftirday, 
Duelt  in  hys  chambyr  ythanly, 
With  a  dark  with  him  evirly. 
Than  knokyt  thai  at  hys  chambyr,  thair, 
And  quhen  thai  hard  nane  mak  anfuer,  60 

Thai  brak  the  dur,  bot  thai  fend  nocht, 
The  quheyir  the  chambre  hale  thai  foucht. 

Ver.  44.  Gyrtb  is  a  fanftuary  in  Icelandic.  To  give  no 
Kyrth,  implies,  *  to  refufe  the  place  that  privilege.* 

Ver.  4.9.    Edward  of  England. 

Ver.  58.  Clericus,  a  Clergyman  ?  As  fuch  alone  could 
*Titc,  they  were  the  ufual  fecrctarics  of  the  time. 

D  2  Thai 
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Thai  tauld  the  King  than  hale  the  cafe. 

And  how  that  he  efchepyt  was. 

He  wis  of  hys  efchap  fary ;  65 

And  fwair  in  ire,  full  ftalwartly. 

That  he  fuld  drawyn  and  hangyt  be. 

He  menaufyt  as  he  thocht,  hot  he 

Thoucht  that  fuld  pafe  ane  oythir  way. 

And  quhen  he,  as  ye  hard  me  fay,  70 

Intill  the  kyrk  Schyr  Ihone  haid  (layn, 

Till  Louchmabane  he  went  againe ; 

And  gert  men  with  hys  lettres  ryd, 

To  freynds  upon  ilk  fid. 

That  come  to  hym  with  thair  mengye,  75 

And  hys  men  als  aflemblyt  he : 

And  thocht  that  he  wald  mak  hym  king. 

Our  all  the  land  the  word  gan  fpryng, 

That  the  Brwyse  the  Cumyn  had  flayn; 

And  amang  othyrs  lettres  ar  gayn  80 

To  the  Byfchop  of  Androivfe  towne. 

That  tauld  how  flayn  wis  that  baroune. 

The  lettre  tauld  him  all  the  deid, 

And  he  till  hys  men  gert  reid. 

And  fythyn  faid  thaim  fekyrly,  85 

*  I  hop  Thomas  prophecy 

*  OIFHersildowne,  weryfyd  be 

*  In  hym  \  for  fwa  our  Lord  help  me  ! 

Ver.  86.  Thomas  Rymour,  of  Ercildon,  a  famous  poet  is 
his  time,  1276,  and  author  of  the  Romance  ofTriftram, 
now  unfortunately  loft.  He  was  already,  1304,  celebrated 
as  a  prophet,  as  Orpheus,  Linus,  and  other  early  poets. 

*  I  haiff 
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*  I  haiff  gret  hop  he  fall  be  King, 

*  And  haiff  this  land  all  in  leding.'  90 

James  off  Dowglas  that  ay  quhar 
Allways  befor  the  Byfchops  char, 
Had  Weill  hard  all  the  lettre  red. 
And  he  tuk  alfua  full  gud  hed 
To  that  the  Byfchop  had  faid.  ^g 

And  quhen  the  burdys  doun  war  laid, 
Till  chamyr  went  thai  then  in  hy ; 
And  James  of  Dowglas  priuely 
Said  to  the  Byfchop,  *  Schyr,  ye  fe 

*  How  IngUfrnen^  throw  thair  powfte,  lOO 

*  Dyfheryeys  me  off  my  land, 

*  And  men  has  gcrt  you  undirftand, 
<  Als  that  the  Erie  off  Carry k 

*  Clamys  to  govern  the  kinryk  : 

*  And,  for  yon  man  that  he  has  flayn,  105 

*  All  Inglifmen  ar  hym  agayn, 

*  And  wald  difheryfe  him  blythly, 

*  The  quethyr  with  hym  duell  wald  I, 

*  Thairfor,  Schyr,  gyff  it  war  your  will, 

*  I  wald  talc  with  hym  gud  and  ill :  no 

*  Throw  hym  I  trow  my  land  to  wyn , 

«  Magre  the  Clyffurd,  and  hys  kyn.' 

The  Byfchop  hard,  and  had  pitc. 

And  faid,  "  Swet  fon,  fa  God  help  me ! 

«  I  wald  blythly  that  yow  war  thair,  115 

**  Bot  at  I  not  reprowyt  war. 

Ver«  96.  When  the  tables  were  removed. 

D  3  «  On 
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"  On  thus  maner  wcile  wyrk  ye  may, 
*'  You  fall  tak  F'errand  my  palfiray, 
"  And  for  thair  is  na  horfe  in  this  land 
**  Swa  fwycht,  na  yeit  (a  wcill  at  hand, 
"  Tak  hym  as  off  thine  awyne  he  wid, 
'*  As  I  had  gevyn  thairto  na  reid. 
**  And  gyff  hys  yhcmar  oucht  gruchys, 
^  Luk  that  yow  tak  hym  magre  his ; 
•'  Swa  fall  I  Weill  affonyeit  be. 
•'  Mychty  God,  for  hys  powftc, 
**  Graunt,  that  he  that  yow  pafle  to, 
**  And  yow  in  all  tyme  fa  wcill  to  do, 
*^  That  ye  yow  fra  your  fays  defend  !" 
He  taucht  hym  filvir  to  defpend. 
And  fync  gaiff  hym  gud  day, 
And  bad  him  pafe  furth  on  his  way. 
For  he  ne  wald  fpek  till  he  war  gane. 
The  DowGLAS  than  hys  way  has  tane 
Rycht  to  the  horfe,  as  he  hym  bad  5 
Bot  he  that  hym  in  yhemfell  had, 
Than  warnyt  hym  difpitoufly ; 
Bot  he  that  wreth  hym  encrely, 
Fellyt  him  with  a  fuordys  dynt. 
And  fyne,  forowtyn  langar  ftynt. 
The  horfe  he  fadylt  haftely, 
And  lap  on  hym  delybritjy, 

Vcr,  130.  Perhaps  raucbt,  reached  to  him,  held  < 
him. 

Vcr.  139.  That  is,  knocked  him  down  with  the  bs 
his  fword,  or  with  it  undrawn. 
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And  paflyt  furth  but  leve  taking. 

Dcr  God,  that  is  ofFHevyn  King! 

SaufFhim,  and  fchdd  hym  fra  hys  fiiyes! 

AJI  hym  alanc  the  way  he  tacs 

Tdwart  the  towne  of  Lottchmabane ; 

And,  a  litill  fra  Aryk  Stane^ 

The  Brwyse  with  a  gret  rout  he  met. 

That  raid  to  Scdne  for  to  be  fet 

In  kings  ftole,  and  to  be  king. 

And  quhen  EfcwGLAS  faw  hys  cumyng, 

He  raid,  and  hailfyt  hym  in  hy. 

And  lowtyt  hym  full  curtady  ; 

And  tauld  hym  haly  all  hys  ftate, 

And  quhat  he  was,  and  als  how  gat, 

The  Clyffurd  held  hys  heretage : 

And  that  he  come  to  mak  homage 

Till  hym  as  till  hys  rychtwife  King, 

And  at  he  boune  wer,  in  all  thing, 
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160 


Vcr.  150.  Scone,  the  i-cfitlcnce  of  our  ancient  kings.  Towni 
©f  the  fame  name  are  fiiequent  in  Denmark,  Norway,  and 
Sweden.  In  the  Saxon  dialc6l  of  the  Gothic,  it  is  Sheen, 
the  old  name  of  Richmond.  Both  words  imply  Jbinh^, 
JplemUd. 

The  chief  palace  of  our  Pikifh  monarchs  was  at  For- 
teviot,  where  Kenneth  died  860,  according  to  our  old  chro- 
nicles published  by  Innes,  in  that  beft  work  on  our  anti« 
({uities,  his  Critical  EfTay.  Forteviot  is  fouth  of  the  river 
Em,  oppoiite  to  Dupplin.  Sec  Fordun,  xiii.  13.  It  is  a 
pity  that  the  fitc  and  remains  of  the  palace  of  Forteviot  are 
not  inveftigated.  Perhaps  curious  antiquities  may  be  found 
buritd  there.  A  work  on  the  hiftory  and  antiquities  of 
Pertkflure  would  be  very  acceptable. 

D  4  To 
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To  tak  with  hym  the  gud  and  ill. 
And  quhen  the  Brwyse  had  herd  hys  will. 
He  refawyt  him  in  gret  daynte, 
And  men,  and  armys,  till  hym  gaff  he. 
He  thoucht  weile  he  fuld  be  worthy,  165 

For  all  hys  eldrs  war  douchty. 
Thus  gat  maid  thai  thair  aquentance. 
That  nivir  fyne,  for  na  kyn  chance, 
Depertyt  quhill  thai  lyffand  war ; 
Thair  frendfchip  woux  ay  mar  and  mar;  170 

For  he  ferwyt  ay  lelely, 
And  the  toddyr  full  willfully, 
That  wis  bath  worthy,  wycht,  and  wyfe, 
Rewardyt  him  weile  hys  feruice. 
The  Lord  the  Brwyse  to  Glafcow  raid,         175 
And  fend  about  hym,  quhill  he  haid 
Off  hys  freynds  a  gret  menyhe. 
And  fyne  to  Scone  in  hy  raid  he. 
And  was  maid  king  but  langer  let, 
And  in  the  kings  ftole  wer  fet :  180 

As 

Vcr.  175.  According  to  Jocclin,  in  his  Life  of  St.  Ken. 
tegern,  the  old  name  of  Glafgow  was  Cathures.  In  the 
fame  produftion  are  fevcral  curious  anecdojcs  concerning 
tliis  city.  The  ftory  of  the  queen  of  Strath-Clyde's  ring, 
and  the  falmon,  which  make  part  of  the  arms  ofGlafgow, 
ihews  that  even  hei-aldry  is  indebted  to  the  Lives  of  Saints, 
the  chief  erudition  of  the  middle  ages. 

Vcr.  i8o»  The  famous  (lone  was  fent  into  England  by 
Edward  I.  (o  that  the  kings  ftool  here  implies  a  regal  chair. 
The  Irilh  churchmen,  old  fathers  of  our  hiitory,  (as  all  our 
piiciU  came  from  lona,  or  Icolmkill)  fabled  that  this  ftone 

came 
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As  in  that  tymc  wis  the  maner. 

Bot  off  thair  noble  gret  affer, 

Thair  feruice,  na  thair  roaltc, 

Yc  fall  her  na  thing  now  for  me  ; 

Owtane  that  he  off  the  barnage  185 

That  thyddir  com,  tok  homage : 

And  fyne  went  our  all  the  land, 

Frends,  and  frendfchip  purchefand. 

To  maynteyin  that  he  had  begunyn. 

He  wyft,  or  all  the  land  war  wounyn,  190 

He  fuld  find  full  hard  barganyng 

With  hym  that  wis  off  Ingland  King : 

For  thair  wis  naije  off  lyff  fa  fell, 

Sa  pantener,  na  fa  cruell. 

And  quhen  toEDUUARD  King  was  tauld,  195 
How  at  the  Brwyse,  that  wis  fa  bauld. 
Had  broucht  the  Cumyn  till  ending, 
And  how  he  fyne  had  maid  hym  King, 
Owt  oft'  hys  ^yt  he  went  weill  ner  j 
And  callyt  till  hym'  Schyr  Amer  200 

The 
came  from  Ireland.  But  I  find  no  trace  of  fuch  a  practice 
in  Ireland  5  while  in  Sweden,  Dcnmaric,  Norway,  all  the 
old  kings  were  placed  on  a  ftone,  in  the  midft  of  a  plain, 
and  crowned  in  view  oi  the  people.  Such  ftones  were  called 
^afien.     See  Olaus  Magnus,  Loccenius,  Mallet,  &c.  &c. 

Robert  the  Great  (if  ever  king  deferved  that  title)  was 
axiwncd  1.7  March  1306. 

Vcr.  aoo.  Aymer  de  Vallange,  Earl  of  Pembroke.  The 
Kader  muft  not  be  furprized  at  this  period  to  find  nobles 
more  frequently  defigned  by  their  names  than  by  their  ti- 
^*    Titles  luui  only  become  hereditary  in  the  eleventh 

century. 
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The  Wallang,  Aat  was  wyfe  and  wycht^ 
And  ofF  hys  hand  a  worthy  knycht, 
And  bad  hym  men  of  irmys  ta, 
And  in  hy  till  Scotland  ga, 

And  byrn,  and  flay,  and  raife  dragoun :        _    loj; 
And  hycht  all  Fyfe  in  waryfoune. 
Till  hym  that  mycht  othir  ta  or  fla 
Robert  the  BRwysb,  that  was  his  fa. 
Schyr  Amer  did  as  he  hym  bad, 
Gret  chewalry  with  hym  he  had ;  no 

With  hym  was  Philip  the  Mowbray, 
And  Ingram  the  Umfrawell  perfay, 
That  was  bath  wyfe  and  awerty. 
And  full  of  gret  chewalry ; 
And  off  Scotland  the  maift  party  215 

Thai  had  intill  thair  cumpany. 
For  yheit  then  mekill  off  the  land 
Was  intill  Inglifmenys  hand. 
Till  Perth  then  went  thai  in  a  rout, 
That  then  W2s  wallyt  all  about  220 

With 

century.  The  firft  Earls  were  merely  (hcrifFs  6f  counties  x 
and  tlie  popular  mouth  was  not  yet  accuftomed  to  the  in- 
novation. 

Vcr.  205.  I  know  not  the  meaning  oi dragoun:  the  edi- 
tions fcera  rightly  to  read  dungeoutiy  tliat  is,  keeps  or  forts  to 
bridle  the  rebels. 

Ver.  211.  Of  the  Moubmys,  a  Norman  race,  there  were 
powciful  families  both  in  England  and  Scotland.  The 
name  is  Hill  common  in  the  later  country. 

Ver.  2 1  a.   Inghiram  de  Umfraville. 

Ver.  2 1 9*   A  town  noted  in  the  (^d  annals  of  war,  and 

now 
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With  feile  towrs,  rycht  hy  battulyt. 
To  defend  gyfFit  wer  afTaylit. 
Thairin  dwellyt  Schyr  Amery, 
With  all  hys  grct  chewalry ; 
The  King  Rob£RT  wyft  he  wer  thair,  215 

And  quhat  kyn  chyftanys  with  him  war, 
And  aflemblyt  all  hys  mengyc  ; 
He  had  feyle  ofF  full  gret  bounte, 
Bot  thair  fayis  wer  mar  than  thai, 
Be  fifteen  hundred,  as  Tve  hard  fay.  ^^0. 

The  quhere  he  had  thair,  at  that  ned. 
Full  feill  that  war  douchty  of  deid ; 
And  barownys  that  war  bauld  as  bar* 
Twa  Erles  alfua  with  hym  war, 
Off  Lenyvax  and  Atholl  war  thai  5  135 

Eduuard  the  Brwyse  was"  thair  alii^ 

Thomas 

now  for  the  arts  of  peace.  It  fccms  to  have  been  the  FUtO" 
ria  of  the  Romans,  according  to  Ptolemy'ft  map.  It  i« 
neeillefs  to  infoiin  the  readier,  that  the  Btrtba  of  Hc^or 
Boycc  never  exifted,  but  in  that  forger's  brain.  If  Mr, 
Pennant  had  feeh  Innes*s  EiTay,  or  at  all  known  the  charac- 
ter of  He6lor,  he  would  not  have  ftained  his  amiable  page* 
with  many  an  error  from  that  fabulift.  '' 

Ver.  235 — 240.  Thefeheroic  friends  of  Bruce  are  Malcom, ' 
fifth  Earl  of  Lenj-vaXf  or  Lennox,  now  part  of  Dunbarton«> 
ihire.  John  of  Strathbogie,  tenth  Earl  of  Athol,  a  country 
noted  as  a  g^nd  divifion  of  Scotland  from  early  times : 
(befcr>  Albanise  apud  Innes),  Edward  the  king's  brother, 
Thomas  Randel,  afterward  Earl  of  Moray.  Hew  Hay, 
brother  of  Gilbert  Hay,  of  Enol  \  a  family  palpably  of 
Norman  extra6>,  de  la  Haycy  '  of  the  hedge,'  in  fpite  o^' 
Boyce's  fables  concerning  it,  and  Pouglas.     Such  families* 

(land 
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Thomas  Randell,  and  Hew  de  le  Hay, 

And  Schyr  Dauid  the  Berclay, 

Fresale,  Summirwile,  and  Inchmertyn  ; 

I  AMES  of  DowGLAS  thair  wis  fyne,  240 

That  yheyet  than  wis  bot  litill  of  mycht : 

And  othir  fele  folk  forfye  in  fycht, 

Bot  I  cannot  tell  quhat  thai  hycht. 

Thoucht  thai  war  quheyn  thai  war  worthy, 

And  fiiU  of  gret  chewalry.  245 

And  in  bataill,  in  gud  aray, 

Befor  Saint  Ibon^oun  com  thai. 

And  bad  Schyr  Amery  ifch  to  fycht  j 

And  he,  that  in  the  mekill  mycht 

Traiftyt  off  thaim  that  wis  hym  by,  250 

Bad  hys  men  arme  thaim  haftily. 

Bot  Schyr  Ingram  the  Umfrawili. 

Thoucht  it  war  all  to  gret  perill 

In  playne  bataill  to  thaim  to  ga. 

Or  quhill  thai  war  arrayit  fa.  255 

And  till  Schyr  Amer  faid  he, 

*  Schyr,  giff  that  ye  will  trow  to  me, 
«  Ye  fall  not  ifche  thaim  till  affaile, 

*  Till  thai  ar  purwajrt  in  bataill ; 

ftand  in  no  need  of  fi£lions  to  adorn  them.  David  Barclay, 
of  Cairns  in  Fife.  Alexander  Frefal,  (or  Frafer  in  modern 
fpellingy)  brother  of  Simon  Frafer,  of  Oliver-caftle.  Wal- 
ter de  Somerville,  of  Linton  and  Carnwaih.  David  of 
Inchmartin,  James  Baron  Douglas.  Sec  Ann,  cfScotl.  II.  i. 
Vcr.  »47.  Saint  John's  town  is  well  known  to  be  ano- 
ther name  for  Perth. 

*For 
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« For  thair  Icdar  is  wycht  and  wyfe^  260 

<  And  off  hys  hand  a  noble  knycht  is  { 

<  And  he  has  in  hjrs  cumpany 

'  Mony  a  gud  man,  and  worthy, 

*  That  fall  be  hard  for  till  aflay, 

*  Till  thai  ar  in  fa  gud  aray.  265 

*  For  it  fuld  be  full  mckill  mycht, 

^  That  now  fuld  put  thaim  to  the  flycht : 
^  For  quhen  folk  ar  weill  arayit, 

*  And  for  the  bataill  weill  purwait, 

^  With  this  that  thai  all  gud  men  be,  27O 

'  Thai  (all  fer  mar  be  awife, 

^  And  weill  mar  for  to  dreid,  than  thai 

'  War  fct  fum  dele  out  off  aray. 

'  Thairfor  ye  mayfe  fay  thaim  till 

*  That  thai  may  this  nycht,  and  thai  will,        275 
^  Gang  berbery  thaim,  and  flcp  and  reft  5 

^  And  at  to  morn  but  langar  left 

'  Ye  fall  ifch  furth  to  the  bataill, 

'  And  fecht  with  thaim,  but  gyff  thai  faile. 

'  Sa  till  thair  berbery  went  fall  thai,  280 

*  And  fum  fall  went  to  the  forray, 

*  And  thai  that  duellis  at  the  logyng, 
'  Sen  thai  cum  owt  off  trewelling, 

*  Sail  in  fchort  tyme  unarmyt  be. 

*  Then  on  owr  beft  maner  may  we,  285 

*  With  all  owr  fayr  chewalry, 

*  Ryd  towart  thaim  rycht  hardyly ; 

*  And  thai  that  wenys  to  reft  all  nycht 
'  Quhen  thai  fe  us  arayit  to  fycht^ 

<  Cumaxid 
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^  Cumand  on  thaim  fa  fudanly,  296 

*  Thai  fall  affiriyit  grctumly, 

*  And  or  thai  cumyn  in  bataill  be, 

*  We  fallfpeid  us  fwa  gat  that  we 
<  Sail  be  all  redy  till  afTembill. 

*  Sum  man  for  eryneft  will  trymbill,  395 

*  Quhen  he  aflayit  is  fudanly, 

'  That  with  awifemcnt  is  douchty.' 


As  he  awyfit  now  have  thai  done ; 
And  till  thaim  utouth  fend  thai  fone, 
And  bad  thaim  berbery  thaim  that  nycht,         300 
And  on  the  morn  cum  to  the  fycht. 
Quhen  thai  faw  thai  mycht  no  mar, 
1  owart  Meffayn  then  gan  thai  for ; 
And  in  the  woud  thaim  logyt  thai : 
The  thrid  pert  went  to  the  forray ;  305 

And  the  lave  fone  unarmyt  war, 
And  fkalyt  to  loge  thaim  her  and  ther. 

Schyr  Amer  then,  but  mar  abaid. 
With  all  the  folk  he  with  him  haid, 
Ifchyt  in  forcely  to  the  fycht,  31O 

And  raid  intill  a  randoun  rycht, 

Ver.  304.  Meffayrii  the  vulgar  pronunciation  of  Mctb^en* 
The  tbi  fo  familiar  to  the  Goths,  Saxons,  IccIanderSy 
Gretks,  as  to  form  but  one  letter,  is  npt  to  be  corrupted  by 
fome  nations  into  </.  But  the  Ruffians  corrupt  it  to  /i  fay- 
ing Feodor  for  Tbeodor  j  as  the  Englifti  change  gb  to  J\  in 
laugh,  Methven  is  a  village  Ixtween  Tibber-moor  and  Al- 
mond-river, not  far  from  Penh,  on  the  north-weft. 

The 
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The  ftrawcht  way  towart  Meffkiu 

The  King,  that  wis  uoarmyt  then. 

Saw  thaim  ^um  fwa  enfarcely, 

Then  till  hys  men  gan  hely  cry,  ji  j 

"  Till  armys  fwythi,  and  nataky&  you  yar ! 

^*  Her  at  our  hand  our  (ayis  ar  !" 

And  thai  did  fwa  in  full  gret  hy  j 

And  on  thair  horfe  lap  haftily. 

The  King  difplayit  hys  baner,  320 

Quhen  that  hys  folk  aflemblyt  wcr, 

And  faid,  "  Lordings,  now  may  ye  fc 

**  That  yone  folk  all,  throw  futelte, 

*'  Schapis  thaim  to  do  with  flycht, 

"  That  at  thai  drede  to  do  with  mycht.  325 

"  Now  I  perfawe  he  that  will  trow 

"  His  fa,  it  fall  hym  fum  tyme  row. 

^  And  noucht  for  this,  thoucht  thai  be  fcle, 

"  God  may  rycht  weill  our  werds  dole  i 

Ver,  310,  The  banner  of  Scotllnd,  as  maybe  fuppofcd  5 
the  lion  with  a  treifure  of  fpear- heads,  facetioufly  called 
fleurs  delUf  tho'  ufed  by  William  the  t*ion,  A.  D.  1165, 
9ki  appears  from  his  feal,  while  the  flcur  Je  lis  is  only 
*  known  in  the  time  of  Philip  the  H^rdy,  king  of  France, 
A.  D.  1170,  and  wa«  taken  from  the  gold  coins  of  Plo^ 
rence,  with  that  flower;  in  imitation  of  which  ,/foriAf  were 
coined  in  France,  after  a  long  cefiation  of  gold  coinage. 
See  Le  Blanco  Monnoya  de  France t  &c.  It  appears,  from  Sir 
George  Mackenzie's  book  on  heraldry,  that  Bruce's  own  arms 
were  an  OrUf  fo  called  from  Oruia,  *  a  little  border  j'  and  is 
a  treflure  within  a  ftiield,  the  field  appearing  in  the  irnddlc. 

Ver.  312.  This  fpeech  is  not  devoid  of  foldicrly  elo^ 
Quence. 

"For 
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**  For  mulritud  xrizyk  na  viftory; 

"  As  men  has  red  in  mony  ftory, 

*'  That  few  folk  has  oft  wencufyt  ma« 

*  Trow  wc  that  wc  fall  do  rycht  fua. 

"  Ye  are  ilkari  w>'cht  and  worthy, 

«  And  full  of  gret  chewalry ; 

"  And  wate  rycht  weill  quhat  honour  is*  • 

**  Wyrk  yhe  then  apon  fwylk  wyfe, 

*^  That  your  honour  be  fawyt  ay. 

**  And  a  thing  will  I  to  you  fay, 

**  That  he  that  deis  for  hys  cuntre  ; 

««  Sail  herbryit  intill  hcwyn  be.'*  ' 

Quhen  this  wis  faid  thai  faw  cumand 
Thair  fayis  ridand,  ner  at  the  hand, 
Arayit  rycht  awifely. 
Willful!  to  do  chewalry. 
On  aythir  fyd  thus  war  thai  yhar, 
And  till  aflcmble  all  redy  war. 
Thai  ftrawcht  thair  fpers,  on  aythir  fyd, 
And  fwa  ruydly  gan  famyn  ryd, 
That  fpers  at  fo  frufchyt  war,  '. 

And  feyle  men  dede,  and  woundyt  far. 
The  blud  owt  at  thair  byrnys  breft. 
For  the  beft,  and  the  worthieft. 
That  wilfull  war  to  wyn  honour, 
Plungyt  in  the  ftalwart  ftour,  1 

And  routs  ruyd  about  thaim  dang. 
Men  mycht  haiff  feyn  into  that  thrang 

Knyc 
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Kfljchts  that  wycht  and  hardy  war^ 

Undyr  horfe  feyt  defpulyt  thair  j 

Sum  woundyt,  and  fum  all  ded,  360 

The  grcfe  woux  oflF  the  blud  all  rede# 

And  thai  that  held  on  horfe  in  hy        1 

Swappyt  owt  fwerds  fturdyly ; 

And  fwa  fell  ftrakys  gave  and  tuk, 

That  all  the  reuk  about  thaim  quouk.  365 

The  Bruyse's  folk  full  hardely 

Schawyt  thair  gret  chewalry : 

And  he  hymfeliF,  atour  the  lave, 

Sa  hard  and  fa  hewy  dints  gave. 

That  quhar  he  cohne  thai  maid  hym  way,        37Q 

Hys  folk  thaim  put  in  hard  affay. 

To  ftynt  thair  fais  mekill  mycht, 

That  then  fo  fayr  had  ofF  the  fycht, 

That  thai  wan  feild  ay  mar  and  mar : 

The  Kings  fmall  folk  ner  wencufyt  ar.  375 

And  quhen  the  King  hys  folk  has  fenc 

Bcgyn  to  faile,  for  proper  tcne, 

Hys  aflenyhe  gan  he  cry, 

And  in  the  ftour  (a  hardyly 

Vcr.  378.  Tht  enfenyie,  or  ajfenyiiy  Is  the  word  of  war. 
It  was  generally  the  name  of  the  leader,  as  A  Bruce  I  A 
Bruce!  Douglas!  &c.  Sometimes  that  of  the  chiefs  refi- 
dencc,  or  of  a  noted  viftory  gained  by  his  anceftors.  The 
grand  word  of  France,  when  the  oriflammet  or  royal  ban- 
ner,  was  difplayed,  was  Saint  Dennis !  of  England,  Saint 
George!  I  know  not  if  Saint  Andreiv  was  ever  ufed  in 
Scotland. 

Vol.  I.  E  He 
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He  rufchyt,  that  all  the  femble  fchuk :  3 

He  all  till  hewyt  that  he  ourtuk ; 

And  dang  on  thaim  quhill  he  mycht  drey. 

And  till  hys  folk  he  cryt  hey, 

«  On  thaim  !  On  thaim  !  Thai  feble  feft ! 

**  This  bargane  nevir  may  langar  laft !"  3 

And  with  that  word  fa  willfully 

He  dang  on,  and  fa  hardely. 

That  quha  had  fene  hym  in  that  fycht 

Suld  hald  hym  for  a  douchty  knycht. 

Bot  thoucht  he  wis  ftout  and  hardy,  31 

And  othyrs  als  off  hys  cumpany, 

Thair  mycht  na  worfchip  thair  awailye ; 

For  thair  fmall  folk  begouth  to  failye, 

And  fled  all  fkalyt  her  and  thar, 

Bot  the  gude  at  enchaufyt  war,  3. 

OfF  ire  abide,  and  held  the  ftour 

To  conquyr  thaim  endles  honour. 

And  quhen  Schyr  Amer  has  fene 
The  fmAll  folk  fle  all  bedene; 
And  fa  few  abid  to  fycht ;  4 

He  releyt  to  hym  mony  a  knycht. 
And  in  the  ftour  fa  hardyly, 
He  rufchyt  with  hys  chcwalry, 

Ver.  384.  The  king,  as  appears  from  the  fequel,  01 
ufes  thefe  words  to  encourage  his  men,  for  the  fbe  was 
from  drooping. 

Tl 
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That  he  rufchyt  his  fayis  ilkane. 

Schyr  Thomas  Randell  thair  wis  tanc,      405 

That  then  wis  a  young  bachcler ; 

And  Schyr  Alexandir  Fraseyr  ; 

And  Schyr  David  the  Breklay, 

Inchmertyne,  and  Hew  de  le  Hay, 

And  SoMiRWEiL,  and  othyr  ma;  410 

And  the  King  hymfelff  alfua. 

Was  fet  untill  full  hard  aflay, 

Throw  Schyr  Philip  the  Mowbray, 

That  raid  till  hym  full  hardyly, 

And  hynt  hys  rengye,  and  fync  gane  cry,        415 

**  Help !  help !  I  have  the  new  maid  King !" 

With  that  come  gyrdand,  in  a  lyng, 

Crystall  of  Seytoun,  quhen  he  fwa 

Saw  the  King  fefyt  with  hys  fa. 

And  to  Philip  fie  rout  he  raucht,  420 

That  thocht  he  wis  oflF  mekill  maucht, 

He  gert  hym  galay  difyly, 

^d  haid  till  erd  gaue  fullyly. 

Ne  war  he  hynt  hym  by  hys  fteJ 

Then  off  hys  hand  the  brydill  yhed ;  425 

Ver.405.  Randcl,  to  fccurc  his  life,  <  turned  Englifh- 
nan,"  as  the  phrafe  of  the  times  was ;  that  is,  he  for  a  time 
acceded  to  the  E^gliih  intereft.  But  be  foon  after  returned 
to  his  duty,  as  the  fequel  will  jhew. 

Ver.  41 S.  Chriftopher  Seton,  of  Seton,  anceftor  of  the 
Duke  of  Gordon,  Earl  of  Winton,  Earl  of  Dunfermlin,  and 
Vicount  Kingilop.    Annals^  XI.  a, 

-  E  ai  And 
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And  the  King  hys  cflenye  gan  cry, 
Releyt  hys  men  that  war  hym  by. 
That  war  fa  few  that  thai  na  mycht 
Endur  the  forfe  mar  off  the  fycht. 
Thai  prikyt  then  out  off  the  prefer 
And  the  King  that  angry  was, 
For  he  hys  men  faw  fle  hym  fra. 
Said  then,  "  Lordings,  fen  it  is  fwa 
*'  That  wre  runnys  again  us  her, 
**  Gud  is  we  pafs  off  ther  daunger, 
**  Till  God  us  fend  eftfone  h)rs  grace ; 
**  And  yeyt  man  fall,  giff  thai  will  chace, 
"  Quyt  thaim  combat  fum  dele  we  fall." 
To  this  word  thai  aflentyt  all. 
And  fra  thaim  walopyt  owyr  mar ; 
Thair  fayis  alfua  wery  war. 
That  off  thaim  all  thai  chafeyt  nane : 
Bot  with  prifoners,  that  thai  had  tane, 
Rycht  to  the  towne  thai  held  thair  way, 
Rycht  glaid  and  joyfull  off  thair  pray. 

That  nycht  thai  lay  all  in  the  toun, 
Ther  was  nane  off  fa  gret  renoun, 


Vcr.  426.  The  king^s  prefence  of  mind  and  courage 
here  very  confpicuous.     Inftead  of  concealing  himfelf, 
defponding,  he  proclaims  who  he  is ;  and  endeavours  to  r 
and  proteft  his  fcattered  band. 
Vcr.  434.   Editions  read  w^ir  5  perhapfirr/. 
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:  fa  hardy  off  thaim  all, 
iirft  hcrbcry  without  the  wall, 
thai  far  the  gayne  cumyng  45^ 

lyr  Robert,  the  douchty  King, 
the  King  off  Ingland  fonc, 
rate  haly  as  thai  haid  done ; 
wis  biyth  off  that  ty thing, 
:  difpyte  bad  draw  and  hing  455 

prifoners,  thoucht  thai  war  ma, 
lyr  Amer  did  not  fwa ; 
L  bath  land  and  lyff  gaiff  he, 
:  the  Brwyse  fewte, 

ve  the  King  off  Ingland^  469 

'hym  for  to  hald  the  land : 
:rray  the  Brwyse  as  thair  fa. 
is  Randell  was  ane  off  tha, 
r  hys  lyff  become  thair  man. 
^rs,  that  war  takyn  than,  465 

li  ranfowmyt,  fum  thai  flew, 
1  thai  hangyt,  and  fum  thai  drew. 

is  maner  Robert  was 

LWYSE,  that  mekill  murning  mayfe 

men  that  war  flayne  and  tane.  470 

was  als  fa  will  off  wane, 
\  trowyt  in  nane  fckyrly, 

thaim  off  hys  cumpany  ; 

>3.    Randel,  as  after  feen,  became  very  faithful  to 
iends,  to  whom  gratitude  attached  him. 

E  3  That 
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That  war  fa  few  that  thai  mycht  be 
Five  hunder  ner  off  all  mcngye. 
Hys  brodyr  alwayis  was  hym  by, 
Schyr  Edouard,  that  was  fa  hardy; 
And  with  h)rm  was  a  bauFd  baroun, 
Schyr  Wilyam  the  Boroundoun; 
The  Erle  of  Athole  als  was  thair. 
Bot  ay  fyn  thai  difcomfyt  war, 
The  Erle  off  the  Leneuax  wis  away, 
And  was  put  to  full  hard  affay, 
Or  he  met  with  the  King  agayn : 
Bot  all  ways,  as  a  man  of  mayn. 
He  maynteinyt  him  fiill  manfiilly. 
The  King  had  in  hys  cumpany 
James  alfua  of  Dowglas, 
That  wycht,  wyfc,  and  worthy  was ; 
Schyr  Gilbert  de  le  Hay  alfua; 
Schyr  Nele  Cambell,  and  othyrsjna. 
That  I  thair  namys  can  not  fay. 
As  utclauys  went  mony  day ; 

Vcr.  479.  This  name  of  Borundon  docs  not,  I  be 
occur  in  any  other  monuments  of  our  hiftury.  Perha; 
was  a  foreigner,  a  Fleming. 

Vcr.  491.  Niel  Campbell,  predeceiTor  of  the  noble  I 
of  Argyle.  This  name,  Niel,  is  latinixed  l^igeUus  b 
barbai'ous  wiitcrs  of  the  time ;  but  is  really  the  Scan 
vian  Nial,  which  paflTcd  to  Ireland  and  Scotland  witl 
Danes.  The  great  houfc  of  Campbell  is  of  Normar 
tra^  :  and  the  highland  fenachies,  fo  utterly  fabuloi 
molt  other  genealogies,  allow  this. 

Dn 
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Dreand  in  the  Month  thair  paync  j 
£)<c  flcfch,  and  drank  water  fyne,  495 

He  durft  not  to  the  planys  ga, 
-T  or  all  the  cummownys  went  hym  fra  j 
That  for  thair  lifF  war  full  fayn 
To  pafs  to  the  Inilis  pes  agayn : 
Sa  fayrs  ay  cummounly ;  500 

In  cummownys  may  nane  affy : 
Bot  he  that  may  thair  war  rand  be. 
Sa  fur  thai  then  with  hym,  for  he 
Thaim  fra  thair  fais  mycht  nocht  warrand : 
Thai  turnjrt.to  the  tothyr  hand.  505 

Bot  threldome,  that  men  gert  thaim  fele, 
Gert  thaim  ay  yarne  that  be  fur  wele. 

Thus  in  the  hyllis  levyt  he, 
Till  the  maift  pert  off  hys  menye 
Wer  rewyn,  and  rent,  na  fchoyne  thai  had,      510 
fiot  as  thai  thaim  off  hydys  mad. 

Ver.  494..   Editions  read. 

Dreeing  in  the  mountains  payne. 
The  Month,  or  Mountby  is  a  term  in  our  old  writers  for  two 
great  chains  of  mountains  ;  one  in  Caithnefs,  Mom  Mound 
divu&t  Caihanefiam  per  medium:  Defer.  Albanix,  apud 
Innesy  fcript.  cir.  1180:  the  other  tlie  famous  Grampian 
chain,  reaching  from  the  top  of  Lochiomond  into  Aberdeen- 
Ihire.  The  later  is  here  meant;  the  Month  is  the  Mons 
Ctmi^/m/ of  Tacitus.  The  name  fcems  from  Gr^w,  Ice- 
hndic,  <  a  warrior;*  hence  all  warlike  works  are  called 
Grams  Dikes,  from  that  twenty  miles  north  of  London, 
e?en  to  the  Bosth  of  Scotland. 

E  4  Thairfor 
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Thairfor  thai  went  till  Abjrdeyne^ 

Quhair  Nele  the  Brwyse  come,  and  the  Qui 

And  othyr  ladyis  fayr,  and  farand, 

nicane  for  luiF  ofF  thair  hufband  ; 

That  for  leyle  luiF,  and  loawte, 

Wald  pertenerys  off  thair  paynys  be. 

Thai  chefyt  tyttar  with  thaim  to  u 

Angyr,  and  payn ;  na  be  thaim  fra. 

For  luff  is  off  fa  mekill  mycht, 

That  it  all  paynys  males  licht. 

And  mony  tyme  mafe  tender  wycht 

Of  fwillc  ftrenthtes,  and  fwilk  mycht, 

That  thai  may  mekill  paynys  endur. 

And  forfakis  nane  auentur 

That  cuer  may  fall,  withthy  that  thai 

Thairthrow  fuccur  thair  luffys  may. 

Men  redys  when  Thebes  wis  tane. 
And  King  Aristas  men  war  flane, 

Ver.  511.  Aberdeen,  the  Di*vana  of  Ptolemy,  the  j 
den  of  Icelandic  writers.  Scotiih  names  in  Aher  are 
culoufly  fuppofed  Welch }  but  they  abound  in  Gem 
and  there  is  an  Aberden  in  the  duchy  of  Bremen,  Abet 
in  Livonia,  &c.  &c.  The  word  Aber,  or  Ober,  in  Ger 
implies  ovevy  beyond,  upon*     See  Wachtcr. 

Ver.  513.  Niel  de  Bruce,  fecond  brother  to  the  1 
The  Queen  fo  known  for  her  misfortunes  was  Eliza 
daughter  of  Aymer  de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Ulfter,  fecond  w 
King  Robert.  His  firft  was  Ifabella,  daughter  of  Do 
Earl  of  Mar.  Annals. — King  Robert  at  this  time  was 
thirty-two,>cing  bom  xi  July  1274, 

Ver.  5x8.  See  this  dory  in  the  laft  book  of  the  Theb: 
Statiut« 

1 
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That  ailiilyt  the  cite,  5 jo 

That  the  women  off  hys  cuntre 

Come  for  to  fech  hym  hame  agaync, 

Quhen  thai  hard  all  hp  folk  was  flayne. 

Quhar  the  King  Campakeus, 

Throw  the  help  of  Menesteus,  535 

That  come  per  cafe  rydand  tharby. 

With  three  hundcr  in  cumpany. 

That  throw  the  King's  prayer  ailailyt, 

That  yeit  to  tak  the  toune  had  failyeit. 

Then  war  the  wiffys  thyrland  the  wall  54.0 

With  pikks,  quhar  the  aflailyers  all 

Entryt,  and  dyftroyit  the  tour. 

And  flew  the  peipill  but  retour, 

Syn  quhen  the  Duk  hys  way  wis  gayne ; 

And  all  the  Kings  men  war  flayne ;  545 

The  wifft  had  him  till  hys  cuntre, 

Quhar  was  na  man  leifFand  hot  he. 

In  women  mekill  cumfort  lyis  ; 
And  gret  folace  on  mony  wife. 
Sa  fell  yt  her  for  thair  cumyng  550 

Rciofyt  rycht  gretumly  the  King  ; 
1  he  quheyr  ilk  nycht  hymfel  wys  wouk. 
And  hys  reft  upon  dayis  touk. 

A  gud  quhile  ther  he  foiournyt  then, 
And  efyt  wondir  weill  hys  men  5  555 

Till  that  the  IngUs  men  herd  fay 
That  he  thair  with  hys  mengye  lay, 

All 
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All  at  cfe.    And  fykerly 

Aflemblyt  thai  thair  oft  in  hy ; 

And  ther  him  trowit  to  furprife.  i 

Bot  he,  that  in  hys  deid  wis  vvyfc, 

Wyft  thai  aflemblyt  war,  and  quhar ; 

And  wyft  that  thai  fa  mony  war, 

That  he  mycht  not  agayne  thaim  fycht, 

Hys  men  on  hy  he  gert  be  dycht,  < 

And  bufkyt,  off  the  toune  to  ryd  : 

The  ladyis  raid  rycht  by  hys  fyd. 

Than  to  the  hill  thai  raid  thar  way, 

Quhar  gret  defaut  of  mete  had  thai. 

Bot  worthy  James  off  Dowglas,  « 

Ay  trewailland  and  befy  was. 

For  to  purchcs  the  ladyis  mete ; 

And  it  on  mony  wife  wald  get. 

For  quhile  he  venefoun  thaim  brocht : 

And  with  hys  hands  quhiles  he  wrocht  5 

Gynnys,  to  talc  gedds  and  falmonys, 

Trowts,  elys,  and  als  menownys. 

And  quhill  thai  went  to  the  forray ; 

And  fwa  thair  purchefyng  maid  thai : 

Ilk  man  treweillyt  for  to  get  « 

And  pourchefs  thaim  that  thai  mycht  etc. 

Bot  off  all  that  evir  thai  war, 

Thar  wis  not  ane  amang  thaim  thar, 

Ver.  576.  Gedds,  a  fmall  fifh  rather  larger  than  rainnc 
eljsy  ceisj  menmvnysy  a  fmall  frefh-watcr  fifti,  callet 
Scotland  minnonSi  in  England  msnons, 

T 
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That  to  the  Ladyis  profyt  was 
Mar  than  Jamys  ofFDowoLAS. 
And  the  King  oft  cumfort  was, 
Throw  hys  wyt,  and  hys  befynes* 
On  this  maner  thaim  goucrnyt  thai 
Till  thai  come  to  the  hcd  of  Tay. 
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ARGUMENT. 

The  King  cumyng  be  Loch  Toy  to  Lorrt^  the  Lord  of 
Lorn,  nevew  of  CumiW,  affembles  the  men  of 
Lorn  and  jlrgyle  to  ajfail  him.  —  The  King 
retr^its  —  b^tt  kills  thfiefaes  qi^ha  attacl^  bim. 
T^frkce  his  menj  he  tells  the  Jlorie^of  Rome  and 
Hannibal.  — The  Erie  of  Ktholz  gangs  with 
the  ^uene  and  Ladsis  U  Kildrumy*  -—  The  King 
fayls  ouir  Loch  Lomond -^  meits  his  frend  the 
Erie  of  Lev  ^fi  AX — fayls  be  the  ile  of  Bute  /# 
Kintyrey  and  ir  well  recevit  be  Avovs  of  Ilay  — 
froceids  to  the  ile  of  Rachrin^  quhar  he  remanes 
hale  wyntir. 
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X  HE  Lord  of  Lorn  wenyt  tharby, 
That  wis  capitale  ennymy 
To  the  King,  for  hys  Emy's  fak, 
loHN  CoMYN.     And  thocht  for  to  tak 
Wengcance,  upon  cruell  maner,  5 

Quhen  he  the  King  wyft  wis  fa  ner. 

Ver,  1.   *  Alexander  of  Argyle,  Lord  of  Lorn,  had  mar- 

ried  cheaunt  of  Comyn/  fays  Sir  D.  Dalrympie,  Armah^  !!• 

«  6.  for  this  Fordun,  XII.  »•  is  quoted.     But  I  cannot  Hnd 

the  paflage }  and  it  is  clear  from  Barbour,  that  Alexander, 

Lofd  of  Argyle,  was  the  father  of  John,  Lord  of  Lorn,  here 

menboned.     Sec  Book  X.    Thefe  Lords  of  Argylc,  Lorn, 

Hofs,  and  the  lies,  were  all  Norwegians,  as  are  the  chief 

funilies  in  thefe  countries  at  this  day :  nor  can  they  be  re* 

garded  as  really  fubjeA  to  Scotland,  till  the  fixteenth  century. 

Rymer,  in  his  Foedera,  VIII.  415,   527,  has  publiihed  an 

alliance  between  Henry  IV.  and  the  Lord  of  the  lies,  140S. 

Tlie  great  Mac  Donalds  were  of  dircft  Norwegian  race; 

and  the  Mac  is  by  no  means  a  mark  of  the  contrar)',  being 

an  ufual  abbreviation  among  their  fubje£^8  for  fon  of\  and  ^ 

doubtful  if  not  from  the  Norwegian  Magd^  fiUrn  'velJUia* 

Our  Macbeth  is  called  Mi^bab  by  Icelandic  writers. 

He 
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He  aflemblyt  hys  men  in  hy. 
And  had  intill  hys  cumpany 
The  barownys  off  Argyle  alfua ; 
Thai  war  a  thoufand  weill  or  ma : 
And  come  for  to  fupprife  the  King, 
That  Weill  wis  war  off  thair  cumyng. 
Bot  all  to  few  with  him  he  had, 
The  quheyir  he  bauldly  thaim  abaid  ; 
And  Weill  oft,  at  thair  fryft  metyng, 
War  layd  at  erd,  but  recoveryng : 
The  Kings  folk  full  weill  thaim  bar. 
And  flew,  and  fellyt,  and  woundyt  far. 
^ot  the  folk  off  the  tothyr  party 
Fawcht  with  axys  fa  fellyly, 
For  thai  on  fute  war  evir  ilk  ane. 
That  that  feile  off  the  horfs  has  flayne ; 
And  till  fum  gaiff  thai  wounds  wid. 
James  off  Dowglas  was  hurt  that  tyd ; 
And  als  Schyr  Gilbert  de  le  Hay. 
The  King  hys  men  faw  in  aflFray, 
And  hys  cnfonye  can  he  cry ; 
And  amang  thaim  rycht  hardyly 
He  raid,  that  he  thaim  rufchyt  all. 
And  fele  of  thaim  thar  gert  he  fall. 
Bot  quhen  he  faw  thai  war  fa  feill. 
And  faw  thaim  fwa  gret  dynts  deill, 

Ver.  20.    The  pol-ax,  an  old  Norwegian  weapon. 
Bartholin,  &c.     The  Lochaber  ax  is  the  lang'tar J  u£cc 
war,  as  the  haUbard  in  the  balls  of  princes. 
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He  dred  to  tyne  hys  folk,  for  thy 

Hys  men  till  hym  he  gan  rely, 

And  faid,  '  Lordyngs,  foly  it  war  35 

^  Tyll  us  for  till  aiTembill  mar, 

^For  thai  fele  oiFour  horfe  has  ilayn ; 

'  And  gyff  ye  fecht  with  thaim  agajm 

*  We  fall  t3mc  off  our  fmall  mengye, 

'  And  ourfelffs  fall  in  perill  be.  40 

^  Tharfor  me  thynk  maift  awenand 
^  To  withdraw  us,  us  defendand, 

*  Till  we  come  out  off  thair  danger, 
^  For  our  ftrenth  at  our  hand  is  her/ 

Than  thai  withdrew  thaim  halely ;  45 

Bot  that  wis  not  full  cowartly. 
For  famjrn  intill  a  fop  held  thai. 
And  the  King  him  abandonyt  ay 
To  defend  behind  hys  mengye. 
And  throw  hys  worfchip  fa  wroucht  he,  50 

That  he  reikewyt  all  the  flears. 
And  ftyntyt  fwa-gat  the  chaffars. 
That  nane  durft  owt  off  bataill  chafe, 
For  alwayis  at  thair  hand  he  was. 
Sa  weile  defendyt  he  hys  men,  55 

That  quhafaevir  had  feyne  hym  then 
Prowe  fa  worthely  waflelage. 
And  turn  fa  oft  fythis  the  wifege. 
He  fuld  fay  he  awcht  weill  to  be 
A  King  of  a  gret  rowate.  60 

Vol.  I.  F  Quhen 
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Quhcn  that  the  Lord  of  Lorn  faw 
Hys  men  ftand  ofF  hym  ane  fik  aw. 
That  thai  durd  not  foiow  the  chafs, 
Rycht  angry  in  hys  hart  he  was  ; 
And  for  wondyr  that  he  fuld  fwa  65 

Stot  thaim,  hym  ane  but  ma, 
He  faid,  ^  Methink,  Marthokys  fon, 
"  Rycht  as  Golmakmorn  was  wonc 
**  To  haifF  fra  hym  all  hys  mengye ; 
"  Rycht  fwa  all  hys  fra  us  has  he."  70 

He  fet  enfample  thus  mydlike, 
The  quheyir  he  mycht,  mar  manerlik, 

Lyknyt 

Ver.  67.  This  curions  pafTage  in  the  edition  of  Glafgnnr, 
X737,  iimo,  p.  35,  ftands  thus: 

He  ikid,  Methink  Martheokes  fon. 
Right  as  Gowmakmorn  was  won 
To  have  from  Fyngal  his  menzie : 
Kight  fo  from  us  all  his  hes  he. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  tranfcriber  of  this  MS.  not  knowing 
lyngal,  has  by  millake  put  fym  all-y  for  the  pafiage  is  not 
ienfe  as  it  llands  in  the  text.     Martheok*s  fon  I'eems  the 
perfon  to  whom  Lorn  fpeaks.     Gol  Mak  Mom  is  Gaul 
fon  of  Momi,  fo  famous  in  Irifli  tradition. 

The  paffage  alfo  ftands  as  in  this  note  in  the  Edinburgh 
edition,  x6x6,  Svo,  the  earlieft  known,  and  in  all  the  oUm 
which  the  editor  has  feen. 

Vcr.  7 1 .   Barbour  having  no  prophetic  view  of  OiOany  and 
little  fufpe£ling  that  Scotland  would  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury produce  a  GeofFrey  of  Monmouth,  has  here  fpoken  virith 
great  contempt  of  the  comparifon  ufed  by  Lorn. 
Mr.  Pennant,  III.  14,  mentions,  that  a  bxx>tcb  whkh 

Bruce 
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Lyknyt  hym  to  Gaudifer  de  Lartss, 

Quhen  that  the  mychty  Duk  Betyss 

Aflailycit  in  Gadyrrs  the  forrayours.  75 

And  quhen  the  King  thaim  maid  rccours, 

Duk  Betyss  tuk  on  h]mi  the  flycht, 

That  wald  ne  mar  abid  to  fycht. 

Bot  gud  Gaudifer  the  worthy 

Abandonyt  hym  fo  worthyly,  80 

For  hys  relkew  all  the  fleiers, 

And  for  to  ftonay  the  chaffers. 

That  Alexander  to  erth  he  bar^ 

And  alfua  did  he  Tholimar, 

And  gud  CoNEUS  alfua,  85 

Pankline  alfua,  and  othyr  ma. 

Bot  at  the  laft  thar  flayne  he  wis : 

In  that  failyeit  the  liklynes. 

For  the  King,  full  chewalrufly, 
Defendyt  all  hjrs  cumpany,  93 

And  wis  fet  in  full  gret  danger  ; 
And  yeit  efchapyt  haile  and  fer. 

For  twa  broythirs  wer  in  that  land. 
That  war  the  hardieft  off  hand 

Bruce  loft  on  this  occafion  was  long  preferved  in  the  Mae 
Dougai  familjr.  A  watch,  faid  to  have  belonged  to  Robert 
Bruce,  is  now  in  the  King*s  pofieiTion.  See  an  account  of 
t  in  the  Archaeologia.  From  the  beft  authority,  that  of  a 
Profeflbr  in  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow,  the  public  is  informed 
hat  this  watch  was  made  by  a  pedlar  and  engraver  of  Gla^ 
;ow>  about  fifteen  years  ago. 

Fa  That 
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That  war  intill  all  that  cuntre : 

And  thai  hav  fworn,  i£F  thai  mycht  fe 

The  Brwyse,  quhar  thai  mycht  hym  ourta. 

That  thai  fuld  dey^  or  then  hym  fla. 

Thair  furname  was  Makyne  Dr offer '^ 

That  is  alfo  mekill  to  fay  her 

As  the  Durwarth  fonnys  perfay. 

Off  thair  cowyne  the  thrid  had  thai ; 

That  wis  rycht  ftout,  ill,  and  feloun« 

Quhen  thai  the  King  of  gret  renoim 

Saw  fua  behind,  hys  mengie  rid. 

And  (aw  hym  torne  fa  mony  tid. 

Thai  abaid  till  that  he  was 

Entryt  in  ane  narrow  place, 

Betwyx  a  louch  fyd  and  a  bra ; 

That  wis  fa  ftradi,  I  underta. 

That  he  mycht  not  weill  turn  hys  fied. 

Than  with  a  will  till  hym  thai  yede  ; 

And  ane  hym  by  the  bridill  hynt : 

Bot  he  raucht  till  hym  fie  a  dynt. 

That  arme  and  fchuldyr  flaw  hym  fra. 

With  that  ane  oythir  gan  hym  ta 

By  the  lege,  and  hys  hand  gan  fchute 

Betwix  the  fterap,  and  hys  fute : 

And  quhen  the  King  fcld  thar  hys  hand, 

In  hys  fterapys  ftythly  gan  he  ftand. 

And  ftrak  with  fpurs  the  ftede  in  hy. 

And  he  lanfyt  furth  delyvirly, 

Ver.  109.  Loucby  the  old  Saxon  lub^  a  lake.    See  '. 
Did*  Sax.  Goth.    Hence  our  loch. 
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he  tothyr  failyeit  fete, 
forthy  his  hand  wis  ycit 
le  fterap,  magre  his.  125 

d  with  full  gret  hy  with  this 
II  the  bra  fyd  he  yeid, 
t  behynd  hym  on  hys  ftcd : 
*G  wis  then  in  full  gret  prefs, 
eythir  he  thocht  as  he  that  wes  130 

s  dedys  awife, 
uie  owtrageoufs  bounte. 
5  hym  that  behynd  hym  wafs, 
re  hys  will  hym  gan  he  rafs 
^d  hym,  thoch  he  had  fwcAn,  135 

lym  ewyn  hym  beforn. 
h  the  fuerd  (Jk  dynt  hym  gave, 
the  heid  till  the  harnys  clave : 
hit  doun  ofF  blud  all  rede, 
at  ftound  feld  off  dede,  14O 

I  the  King  in  full  gret  hy, 
the  toythir  wigorufly, 
eftir  hys  fterap  drew, 
the  fyrft  ftrak  he  hym  flew, 
wifs  hym  delyverit  he  14S 

le  felloun  fayis  thre, 

Qhen 

6.  It  muft  be  remaikcd,  that  Barbour  here  makes 
I  three  men ;  other  three,  book  v.  j  other  three, 
fifve,  book  vi.  \  fourteen,  ibid.  There  is  a  (hocking 
ity  in  thcfc  cventt :  Alfred,  and  Henri  ^atre, 
F  3  never 
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Qhen  thai  off  Lorm  has  fene  the  King 
Set  in  hymfelfF  fa  gret  helping. 
And  defendyt  hym  iz,  manldy ; 
Wis  nane  amang  thaim  fa  hardy 
That  durft  aflailye  hym  mar  in  fycht : 
Sa  drcd  thai  for  hys  mekili  mycht. 
There  was  a  Baroun  Maknauchtan, 
That  in  hys  hart  gret  kep  has  tane 
To  the  Kings  chewalry, 
And  prefyt  hym  in  hert  gredy. 
And  to  the  Lord  oflFLoRNE  faid  he, 

*  Sekyrly  now  may  ye  fe 

<  Betane  the  fhurkeft  pundelayn, 

*  That  ewyr  your  lyfF  tyme  ye  &w  tane. 

*  For  yone  knycht,  throw  hys  douchty  deid, 
^  And  throw  h}rs  outrageous  manheid> 

<  Has  fellyt  intill  litill  tyd 

*  Thre  men  of  mekili  mycht  and  prid : 

*  And  ftonayit  all  owr  mengye  fa,  i 

*  That  eftir  hym  dar  na  man  ga  ; 

*  And  tournys  fa  mony  tyme  hys  ftede, 

*  That  femys  ofF  us  he  had  na  dred.* 

never  met  with  fuch.  The  repeddon  of  thne  woulc 
naufeous  in  a  romance,  in  hiftory  it  is  impoffible  and  f 
If  the  reader  looks  on  all  thefe  tales  as  fabulous,  he  has 
fon  on  his  fide. 

Ver.  153.  The  Mac  Naughtans  were  powerful  in  'Cov 
Ver.  S59y  x6o.  Editions  i^ead, 

Betane  the  ftarkeft  pondelajme 
That  in  your  lifetime  ye  law  ane. 

Tl 
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Then  gane  the  Lord  of  Lorne  (ay, 

**  It  femys  it  likis  the  perfay,  1 70 

^  That  he  flayis  yon  gat  our  mcngye." 

<  Schyr,'  faid  he,  *  fa  our  Lord  me  fe ! 

*  To  faufFyour  prefence  it  not  fwa, 
'  Bot  quhythir  he  be  freynd  or  fa, 

*  That  wynnys  pryfs  olFchewalry,  175 

*  Men  fuld  fpek  tharofF  lelyly. 

*  And  fekyrly,  in  all  my  tyme, 

^  Ife  hard  nevir,  tn  fang  na  ryme, 
'  Tell  off  a  man  that  fwa  fmerdy 

*  Efchewyt  fwa  gret  chewalry.*  180 

Sic  fpeking  off  the  King  thai  maid : 
And  he  eftyr  hys  mengye  raid  ; 
And  intill  (aufte  thaim  led, 
Quhar  he  hys  fayis  na  thing  dred. 
And  thai  off  Lorne  agayn  ar  gayn,  185 

Menand  the  fcaith  that  thai  haiff  tayn. 

The  King  that  nycht  hys  wachis  fet, 
And  gert  ordayne  that  thai  mycht  et  j 
And  bad  conford  to  thaim  tak, 
And  at  thair  mychts  mery  mak.  igo 

^  For  difconford,'  as  then  faid  he, 

*  Is  the  werft  thing  that  may  be. 

*  For  throw  mekill  difconforting 
^  Men  faJlis  oft  into  difparyng. 

*  And  fra  a  man  difparyt  be,  195 

*  Then  tro^y  utterly  wencufyt  is  he, 

F  4  « And 
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^  And  fra  the  hart  be  diicumfyt, 

<  The  body  is  not  worth  a  mit. 

«  Tharfor,'  he  faid,  *  atour  all  thing, 

*  Kepys  yow  fra  difparyng : 

<  And  thynk  thouch  we  now  harmys  fcle, 
«  That  God  may  yeit  releve  us  wcill. 

*  Men  redys  off  mony  men  that  war 

<  Fer  hardar  ftad  then  we  yhet  ar, 

*  And  fyne  our  Lord  fic  grace  thaim  lent, 

*  That  thai  come  weill  till  thair  intent. 

^  For  Rome  quhiles  fa  hard  was  ftad, 

*  Quhen  Hanniball  thaim  wencufyt  had, 

*  That  off  ryngs  with  rich  ftaynys, 

*  That  war  off  knychts  fyngyrs  taneys, 

<  He  fend  thre  boUis  to  Cartage. 

*  And  fyne  to  Rome  tuk  hys  woage, 

*  Thar  to  diftroye  the  cite  all ; 

^  And  thai  within,  bath  gret  and  fmall, 

<  Had  fled,  quhen  thai  (aw  hys  cumyng, 

*  Had  not  bene  SciPio  the  king; 

«  That  or  thai  fled  wald  thaim  haiff  flayn, 
^  And  fwa  gat  turnyt  he  thaim  agayn. 

<  Syne  for  to  defend  the  cit^ 

^  Bath  ferwands  and  threllis  mad  he  fre ; 
^  And  maid  thaim  knjrchts  evir  ilkane, 

*  And  fyne  has  off  the  templis  tane' 

Vcr.  »ao.  A  threll  is  a  flavc.  Tbralf  fervus,  Icela: 
It  it  a  common  term  in  that  curious  work  JJlands  Lan 
mabok,  Hafn*  1774, 4to« 
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rmySy  that  thair  eldrys  bar, 

le  of  wiSory  ofFerayt  thar. 

ihen  thai  armyt  war,  and  dycht,  225 

lalwart  karlis  war  and  wycht^ 

w  that  thai  war  fre  alfua, 

thocht  that  thai  had  leuir  ta 
de,  na  lat  the  toune  be  tane. 
ith  comowne  affent,  as  ane,  ajo 

fchyt  ofF  the  toune  to  fycht, 
Hanyball  hys  mekill  mycht 
» thaim  arayit  was. 
row  mycht  of  Godds  grace, 
t  fa  hard,  and  hewyly,  235 

har  wis  nane  fa  hardy 
lurft  into  that  place  abid ; 
:d  thaim  intill  hy  to  rid : 

pairt  to  thair  parlyownys, 
►thyr  pairt  went  in  the  toune  is.  240 

lync  thus  lettyt  the  fecht)'n : 
it  twifs  thareftir  fyne. 

Haniball  faw  this  ferly, 
dl  hys  gret  chewalry, 
:  the  toune,  and  held  hys  way ;  245 

ne  wis  put  to  fik  aflfay, 
'  the  power  off  that  cit^ 
\js  lyff  and  hys  land  tynt  he* 

hyr  quhcyne,  that  fo  worthily 

fic  a  king,  and  ia  mychty,  250 
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*  Ye  may  weill  enfampill  fe, 

*  That  na  man  fuld  difparyt  be : 

*  Na  lat  hjrs  hart  be  wencufyt  all, 

*  For  na  myfcheifF  that  cuir  may  fall. 

*  For  nane  wate,  in  how  litill  fpace,  255 

*  That  God  umquhile  will  fend  grace. 
^  Had  thai  fled,  and  thair  wayis  gane, 

*  Thair  fayis  fwith  the  toune  had  tane. 

*  Tharfor  men  that  werrayand  war, 

*  Suld  fet  thair  etlyng  euir  mar  '  260 

*  To  ftand  agayne  thair  fayis  mycht, 

*  Umquhile  with  ftrenth,  and  quhile  with  flycht, 

*  And  ay  thynk  to  cum  to  purpos  : 

*  And  giffthat  thaim  war  fet  in  chofs, 

*  To  dey,  or  to  leyff  cowartly,  265 

*  Thai  fuld  evar  dey  chewalrufly/ 

Thus  gat  thaim  cunfort  the  King  ; 
And,  to  cunfort  thaim,  gari  in  bryng 
Auld  ftorys  oflF  men  that  war  1 

Set  intill  hard  aflayis  fer ;  270 

And  that  fortoune  cuntraryit  faft, 
And  come  to  purpofs  at  the  laft. 
Tharfor  he  faid,  that  thai  that  wald 
Thair  harts  undifcumfyt  hald 
Suld  ay  thynk  ententely  to  bryng  2J% 

All  thair  enprefs  to  gud  endyng. 
As  quhile  did  Cesar  the  worthy, 
That  trawcillyt  ay  fe  befyly, 

With 
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With  all  hys  mycht,  folowing  to  Bialc 

To  end  the  purpofs  that  he  wald  tak ;  280 

That  hym  thocht  he  had  doyne  rycht  nocht 

Ay  quhill  to  do  hym  levyt  ocht : 

Forthy  gret  things  efchewyt  he, 

As  men  may  in  hys  ftory  fe. 

Men  may  fe  be  hys  ythen  will,  285 

And  it  fuld  als  accord  to  (kill, 

That  quha  taifs  purpos  fekyrly, 

And  foUowis  it  fyne  ententily, 

Forowt  fayntin,  or  yheit  faynding, 

With-thy  it  be  conabill  thing,  290 

Bot  he  the  mar  be  unhappy. 

He  fall  efchew  it  in  party. 

And  haiff  he  lyfF,  dayis  weill  mar  fall, 

That  he  fall  efchew  it  all. 

For  this  fuld  nane  haiF  difparing  295 

For  till  efchew  a  full  gret  thing : 

For  gifF  it  fall  he  tharofF  £ulye. 

The  fewt  may  be  in  hys  trawaile. 

He  prechyt  diaim  on  this  maner. 
And  fenyeit  to  mak  better  cher,  300 

Than  he  had  mattir  to  be  fer : 
For  hys  caufs  yeid  fra  ill  to  wer. 
Thai  war  ay  in  (a  hard  trawaill. 
Till  the  ladyis  began  to  fayle, 

Ver.  281, 181.  A  traoilation  of 

Nil  a6kuixi  reputans,  11  quid  fupereflct  agendum. 

That 
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That  mycht  the  trawaill  drey  na  mar,  305 

Sa  did  othyrs  als  that  thar  war. 

The  Eric  Ihone  wis  anc  off  tha, 

Off  Athole,  that  quhen  he  few  fua 

The  King  be  difcumfyt  twifs, 

And  fe  feile  folk  agayne  him  ryfs ;  310 

And  lyff  in  fic  trawaill  and  dout^ 

Hys  hart  begane  to  faile  all  out. 

And  to  the  King,  apon  a  day, 

He  feid,  <<  Gyff  I  durft  to  yow  fay, 

«  We  lyff  into  fe  mekill  drcid,  315 

«*  And  haffs  oftfyfs  off  met  fik  ned, 

**  And  is  ay  in  fic  trawailling, 

*«  With  cauld,  and  hungir,  and  waking, 

"  That  I  am  fad  off  myfelwyn  fa, 

**  That  I  count  not  my  liff  a  ftra.  320 

•*  Thyr  angrys  may  I  ne  mar  drey, 

•*  For  thoucht  me  tharfor  worthit  dey, 

*'  I  mon  foioume,  quharewyr  it  be, 

«  Wcpys  me  tharfor  per  cheryte." 

The  King  faw  that  he  fa  wis  feilyt,  325 

And  that  he  ik  wis  for  trawaillyt. 

He  faid,  **  Schyr  Erie,  we  fall  fone  fe, 

**  And  ordayne  how  it  beft  may  be. 

**  Quharewyr  ye  be,  owr  Lord  yow  fend 

**  Grace,  fra  your  fayis  yow  to  defend.'*  330 

With  that  in  hy  to  hym  callyt  he 

Thsum,  that  till  hym  war  maift  priue : 

Then  amang  thaim  thai  thocht  it  beft 

And  ords^nyt  for  the  liklyeft, 

That 
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Queyne,  and  the  erle  alfua,  335 

adyis,  in  hy  fuld  g% 

L£  the  Bruyss,  to  Kildromj. 

(1  thocht  thai  mycht  fekyrly 

r,  quhill  diai  war  wi£hdllit  weill : 

blwart  wer  the  caftell,  340 

"ith  ftrenth  war  hard  to  get. 

It  tharin  wer  men  and  mete. 

rdanyt  thai  did  in  hy, 

yne,  and  all  hyr  cumpany, 

lair  horfs,  and  furth  thai  far.  345 

ht  haifFfene,  quha  had  bene  thar, 

ikyng  the  ladyis  gret^ 

thair  face  with  ters  wet : 
:hts,  for  thair  lulls  fak, 

and  wep,  and  murnyng  mak :  350 

it  thair  lufFs,  at  thair  partyng. 
G  umbethocht  hym  off  a  thing ; 
ra  thynce  on  fute  wald  ga, 
)n  fute  bath  weill  and  wa« 

na  horffinen  with  hym  haifF;  355 

lys  horfs  all  haile  he  gaiff 

.  See  a  curious  defcription  of  KilJniray-caftIe» 
rdiner*s  valuable  Antiquities  and  Scenery  of  the 
tland.  The  ftyle  of  the  building  is  of  the  twelfth 
I  century.  It  ftands  about  thirty  miles  weft  of 
n  the  country  anciently  called  Mar^  and  was  the 
Earls  of  Mar.  Ifabeliay  Robert's  firft  wife,  was 
'Donald,  Earl  of  Mar:  and  Chriftian,  fifter  of 
mother  of  Regent  Mar>  (lain  at  Dupplin  1 331- 

To 
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To  the  ladyis,  tliat  myftir  had. 
The  Queyne  fiirth  on  her  way  is  rade. 
And  fawffly  come  to  the  caftell, 
Quhar  hyr  folk  war  refawyt  weill ; 
And  efyt  weill  with  mcyt  and  drynk. 
Bot  mycht  nane  eyfs  let  hyr  to  think 
On  the  Kino,  that  wis  fa  far  ftad, 
That  bot  Twa  Hundir  with  him  had. 
The  quheyir  thaim  weill  cumfortyt  he  ay : 
God  help  hym,  that  all  mychts  may ! 

The  Queyne  duelt  thus  in  Kildrmy  : 
And  the  King,  and  hys  cumpany, 
That  war  twa  hundir,  and  na  ma, 
Fra  thai  had  fend  thair  horfs  thaim  fra, 
Wandryt  emang  the  hey  muntanys. 
Quhar  he,  and  hys,  oft  tholyt  paynys  j 
For  it  wis  to  the  wintir  ner; 
And  fa  feile  &yis  about  him  wer. 
That  all  the  cuntre  thaim  werrayit; 
Sa  hard  anoy  thaim  then  aflayit, 
OiF  hungir,  cauld,  with  fchowrs  fnell. 
That  nane  that  levys  can  weill  it  tell. 

The  King  faw  how  hys  folk  wis  ftad, 
And  quhat  anoyis  that  thai  had. 
And  faw  wyntir  wis  cumand  ner. 
And  that  he  mycht  on  na  wyfs  dcr 
In  the  hillys,  the  cauld  lying, 
Na  the  lang  nycbts  waking. 
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He  thocht  he  to  Kjniyr  wald  ga,  385 

And  fa  lang  foiowrnyng  thar  ma. 
Tin  wyntir  weddyr  war  away : 

And  then  he  thocht,  but  mar  delay. 
Into  the  manland  till  arywe, 

And  till  the  end  hys  wcrds  dryw.  39O 

And  for  Kyntyr  lyis  in  the  fe, 

Scbyr  N£L£  Cambel  befor  fend  he, 

For  to  get  hym  nawyn  and  meite ; 

And  certane  tyme  till  hym  he  fete, 

Quhen  he  fuld  meite  hym  at  the  fe.  395 

Schyr  Nelb  Cambbl,  with  hys  mengye. 

Went  hys  way,  but  mar  letting, 

And  left  hys  brothyr  with  the  King. 

And  in  twalf  dayis  fua  trawaillyt  he, 

That  he  gat  fchyppyne  gud  plente,  40a 

And  wi(£ialis  in  gret  aboundance  s 

Sa  maid  he  nobill  chewifance. 

For  hys  fib  men  wynnyt  tharby. 

That  helpyt  him  full  wilfully. 

The  King,  eftir  that  he  wis  gane,  405 

To  Lowchlomond  the  way  has  tane, 
And  come  thar  on  the  thrid  day : 
Bot  thar  about  na  bait  fand  thai. 
That  mycht  thaim  our  the  watir  ber  ; 
Than  war  thai  wa  on  grct  maner.  41 0 

For  it  wis  fer  about  to  ga ; 
And  thai  war  into  dout  alfua, 

Vcr.  3S5.  KiBtyrCi  the  fouthem  cberfonefe  of  Argyle. 

To 
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To  mej^  thair  fayis  that  fpred  war  wyd, 

Tharfor,  endlang  the  louch  fide, 

Sa  befyly  thai  focht,  and  faft, 

Tyll  Iamys  of  DowGLAs,  at  the  laftj^ 

Fand  a  litill  fonkyn  bate. 

And  to  the  land  it  drew  ful  hate, 

Bot  it  fa  litill  wis,  that  it 

Mycht  our  the  wattir  bot  threfum  flyt. 

Thai  fend  tharofF  word  to  the  King, 

That  wis  jo)rfull  off  that  fynding  ; 

And  fyrft  into  the  bate  is  gane. 

With  hym  Dowglas.    The  thred  wis  ane 

That  rowyt  thaitn  our  deliverly, 

And  fet  thaim  on  the  land  all  dry. 

And  rowyt  fa  oft  fyfs,  to  and  fra, 

Fechand  ay  our  twa,  and  twa. 

That  in  a  nycht,  and  in  a  day, 

Cumni}m  owt  our  the  louch  ar  thai. 

For  fum  of  thaim  couth  fwome  full  weill. 

And  on  hys  back  ber  a  fardele. 

Swa  with  fwymm)nng,  and  with  rowyng, 

Thai  brocht  thaim  our,  and  all  thair  thing. 

The  King,  the  quhiles,  meryly 
Red  to  thaim,  that  war  hym  by, 
Romanys  ofFworthi  Ferambrace, 
That  worthily  ourcummyn  was, 

Th 

Ver.  437*  I  know  no  Engliih  romance  of  this  name 
there  is  a  French  one,  Le  Roman  di  Fierabras  le  Geant, 
ncye,  1478,  fol.  Cat.  Bib.  Reg.  Gall.  Tom.  II.  N"*  141 
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Throw  the  rycht  douchty  Olywer, 

And  how  the  Duk  Peris  wcr  440 

Aflegyt  intill  Egrjmor^ 

Quhar  King  Lawyns  lay  thaim  bcfor, 

With  ma  thoufands  then  I  can  fay. 

And  hot  elewyn  within  war  thai. 

And  a  woman :  that  war  fa  ftad,  445 

That  thai  na  mete  tharwithin  had, 

Bot  as  thai  fra  thair  fiiyis  wan. 

Yhcytc  fa  contcnyt  thai  thaim  than. 

That  thai  the  tour  held  manlily, 

Tyll  that  Rycharo  oS  Normindy^  45O 

Magre  his  fajris,  warnyt  the  King, 

That  wis  joyfull  ofF  this  tything : 

For  he  wend  thai  had  all  bene  flayne. 

Tharfbr  he  tumyt  in  hy  agayne. 

And  wan  Manirybillj  and  paffit  Flagot^  455 

And  fyne  Lawyne,  and  all  his  flot, 

Difpitufly 

This  I'omance  hat  been  modernized,  and  it  dill  a  popular 
book  upon  the  Pont  Ncuf  at  Paris,  A  copy  now  lies  before 
me,  under  the  title  of  Conqueftes  du  Grand  Charlemagne^  Roi 
de  France.  Avee  Us  faits  beroiques  des  dtmze  Pairs t  et  du 
Grand  Fierabr as,  &c.  A  Troyes,  cbe%  Jean  Ant.  Cornier  i 
no  date,  but  printed  about  1750,  8vo.  pp.  175. 

The  title  of  Fierabrat,  like  that  of  many  other  romances,  is 
improperly  given :  only  fourteen  chapters  of  feventy-feven 
relating  to  Fierabras.  It  it  the  ftory  of  the  eleven  Paladins 
and  Florippa,  imprifoned  in  the  tower  of  Aigremont,  by 
Baland  (here  called  Lawyne)  king  of  the  Saracent.  The 
iory  perftflly  agreet  with  Barbour's  account ;  only,  ver.44o> 
for  Duk  Peris,  we  Ihould  read,  Duks  rf  Paris. 

Ver.  455.   An  old  Scotifti  Talc  called  7i&#  Brig  qf  tbe 
Q  MantribH^ 
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Difpitufly  difcumfyt  he : 
And  deleuiryt  hys  men  all  fre. 
And  wan  the  nayliSy  and  the  j^^r. 
And  the  crowMj  that  Ihus  couth  ber ; 
And  off  the  croece  a  gret  party 
He  wain  throw  hys  chewalry. 

The  gud  King,  upon  this  maner, 
Comfort  thaim  that  war  hym  ner ; 
And  maid  thaim  gamyn  and  folace^ 
Tyll  that  hys  folk  all  paffyt  was. 
Quhen  thai  wer  paflit  the  wattu:  brad, 
Suppofs  thai  fele  of  fFayis  had. 
Thai  maid  thaim  mcry,  and  war  blyth  i 
Not  forthy  full  fele  fyth, 
Thai  had  full  gret  defaut  off  mete, 
And  tharfor  venefoun  to  get 
In  twa  partyfs  ar  thai  gayne. 
The  King  hymfelff  wis  intill  ane ; 
And  Schyr  James  offDowoLAs 
Into  the  tothyr  party  was. 
Then  to  the  hycht  thai  held  thair  way. 
And  huntyt  lang  quhill  off  the  day ; 
And  focht  fchawjrs,  and  fets  fet  j 
Bot  thai  gat  litill  for  till  ete. 

Mantribilp  is  mentioned  in  Wedderburn*s  Complajn 
Scotland,  15499  iimo. 

Ver.  460.  Ihus  is  Jefus. 

Vcr.  479.  Scbawyif  the  tliickeft  groves  in  hoUovi 
the  wood,  where  deer  are  moil  apt  to  be  found.— 5#//, 
orfnarts, 

T 
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Then  hapnyt  at  that  tyme  per  cafe, 

That  the  Erie  of  the  Lekeuax  was 

Amang  the  hillis,  ner  tharby ; 

And  quhen  he  hard  fa  blaw  and  cry. 

He  had  wondir  quhat  it  my  be,  485 

And  on  fic  maner  fpyrit  he, 

That  knew  that  it  wcs  the  Kino  :• 

And  dien,  forowtyn  mar  duelling. 

With  all  thaim  off  hys  cumpany, 

He  went  rycht  till  the  King  in  hy,  490 

Sa  blyth  and  fa  joyful),  that  he 

Mycht  on  na  maner  blythcr  be, 

For  he  the  King  wend  had  bene  ded, 
^  And  he  wes  alfua  will  off  red, 

That  he  durft  not  reft  into  na  place.  495 

Na  fen  the  King  difcumfyt  was 

At  Meffan^  he  herd  ncwir  thing 

That  euir  wis  ccrtane  off  the  King. 

Tharfor  into  fuU  gret  daynte. 

The  King  full  humyly  haylift  he,  500 

And  he  hym  welcumyt  rycht  Wythly, 

And  afkyt  hym  full  tendyrly. 

And  all  the  lords,  that  war  thar, 

Rycht  joyfull  off  thair  meting  war. 

And  kyffyt  hym  in  gret  daynte ;  505 

It  wis  gret  pite  for  till  fe 

How  thai  for  joy,  and  pite  gret, 

Quhen  that  thai  with  thair  falows  mct^ 

Vcr.  507.  Grtt  it  tntefed^ 

G  2  That 
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That  thai  wend  had  bene  dede,  forthy 

Thai  welcumyt  hym  mar  hartfiiUy.  51O 

And  he  for  pite  gret  agayne. 

That  neuir  ofF  meting  was  fa  fayne. 

Thoch  I  fay  that  thai  gret  fothly. 
It  wis  na  greting  propyrly. 
For  I  trow  traiftly  that  gretying  SiS 

Cumys  to  men  for  myfliking. 
And  that  nane  may  but  angry  gret^ 
Bot  it  be  wemen,  that  can  wet 
Thair  chekys  quheneuir  thai  lift  with  ters. 
The  quheyir  weill  oft  thaim  nathing  ders.       52O 
Bot  I  wate  weill,  but  lefyng, 
Quhat  euir  men  fay  of  fic  greting^ 
That  mekill  joy,  or  yheit  pete, 
May  ger  men  fua  amowyt  be. 
That  wattir  fra  the  hart  will  ryfs,  535 

And  weyt  the  eyne  on  fic  a  wyfsp 
That  is  lik  to  be  greting, 
Thoch  it  be  not  fua  in  all  thing. 
For  quhen  men  grets  enkrely, 
The  hart  is  forowfuU  or  angry,  $y> 

Bot  for  pite  I  trow  gretyng, 
Be  na  thing  bot  ane  opynnyng 
OfF  hart,  that  fchawis  the  tendirnes 
OfF  rcwth  that  in  it  clofyt  is. 

The  barownys  apon  this  mancr,  53$ 

Throw  Godd*s  grace,  aflemblyt  wcr, 

The 
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Irle  had  mete,  and  that  plente^ 

rith  glaid  hart  it  thaim  gaifF  he. 

lai  eyt  it  with  full  gud  will, 

xiucht  na  othyr  (alfs  thartill  54.0 

>petyt,  that  oft  men  takys, 

cht  Weill  fcowryt  war  thair  ftomakys. 

nt^  and  drank,  fic  as  thai  had ; 

11  our  Lord  fyne  lowyng  maid, 

lankyt  hym,  with  full  gud  cher,  545 

hai  war  mete  on  that  maner, 

IiNG  than  at  thaim  fperyt  yarne, 

hai,  fen  he  thaim  feyne,  had  fame  j 

lai  full  petwyfly  gan  tell 

irs  that  thaim  befell ;  550 

ret  anoyis,  and  powerte. 

JNG  tharat  had  gret  pite. 

uld  thaim  petwifly  agayne 

jy,  the  trawaill,  and  the  payne, 

e  had  tholyt,  fen  he  thaim  faw :  555 

me  amang  thaim,  hey  na  law, 

e  ne  had  pite  and  plefance, 

that  he  herd  mak  remembrance 

J  perellys  that  paflyt  war. 

then  men  oucht  at  liking  ar,  560 

off  paynys  paflyt  by, 
:o  herying  petiufly, 

rehearfs  thair  auld  difefe, 
laim  oftfyfs  cumfort,  and  efe : 

Ver.  561.  £t  hxc  meminiflfe  juvabit* 

G  3  Withthy 
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Withthy  tharto  folow  lia  blame, 
Diihonour,  wikytnes,  na  fchame. 

After  the  mete  fone  raifs  the  KiNCy 
Quhen  he  had  lewyt  hys  fperyng, 
And  bulkyt  hym,  with  hys  mengye^ 
And  went  on  hy  towart  the  fe, 
Quhar  Schyr  Nele  Cambbl  thaim'mete^ 
Bath  with  fcbippis,  and  with  meyte ; 
Saylys,  ayrs,  and  othyr  thing, 
That  wis  fpedfuU  to  thair  paflyng. 

Then  fchippyt  thai,  forowtyn  mar. 
Sum  went  till  fter,  and  fum  till  ar. 
And  rowyt  be  the  ile  of  But. 
Men  mycht  fe  mony  frely  fute 
About  the  coft,  thar  lukand, 
As  thai  on  ayrs  raifs  rowand ; 
And  nevys  that  ftallwart  war  and  fquar. 
That  wont  to  fpayn  gret  fpers  war, 
Swa  fpaynyt  ars,  that  men  mycht  fe 
Full  oft  the  hyde  leve  on  the  trc. 
For  all  war  doand,  knycht  and  knave. 
Wis  nane  that  euir  difport  mycht  have 
Fra  fterying,  and  fra  rowyng, 
To  furthyr  thaim  ofF  thair  fleting. 

Bot  in  the  (amyn  tyme  at  thai 
War  in  fchippyng^  as  yc  hard  me  lay. 
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The  Erie  off  the  Lenbuax  was, 
I  cannot  tell  yow  throw  quhat  cafs, 

Lcwyt  behynd  with  his  galay, 

Till  the  King  wis  fer  on  hys  way. 

Quhen  that  thai  off  his  cuntre  59$ 

Wyft  that  fo  duck  behynd  wis  he, 

Be  fe  with  fchippys  thai  hym  foucht ; 

And  he  that  (aw  that  he  wis  nocht 

Off  pitii  to  fecht  with  thefe  traytours. 

And  that  he  had  na  ner  focours,  609 

Then  the  Kings  flote;  forthy    - 
I     He  fped  him  efter  thaim  on  hy. 
I     Bot  the  tratours  him  followit  fua, 

That  thai  weill  ner  hym  gan  ourta. 
^     For  all  the  mycht  that  he  mycht  do,  605 

Ay  ner,  and  ner,  thai  come  him  to. 

And  quhen  he  (aw  thai  war  fa  ner. 

That  he  mycht  Weill  thair  manauce  her, 

And  (aw  thaim,  ner  and  ner,  cum  ay. 

Then  tyll  hys  mengye  gan  he  fay,  6x0 

'  Bot  giff  we  fynd  fum  futelte, 

*  Ourtane  all  fone  (all  we  be. 

*  Tharforl  rede,  but  mar  letting, 

*  That,  owtakyn  owr  armyng, 

*  We  caft  our  all  thing  in  the  fe :  615 

*  And  fra  our  (chip  fwa  lychtjt  be, 

*  We  (all  fwa  row,  and  (jpcid  us  fua, 

*  That  we  (all  weill  efchaip  thaim  fra ', 
<  With  that  thai  (all  mak  duelling 

*  Apon  the  fe,  to  tak  our  thing ;  620 

G  4  *  And 
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*  And  we  fall  row  but  refting  ay, 
*Till  we  efchapyt  be  away.* 
As  he  deuifit  thai  have  done ; 
And  thair  fchip  thai  lychtyt  fone : 
And  rowyt  fyne,  with  all  thair  mycht. 
And  fche,  that  fwa  wis  maid  tycht^ 
Rakyt  (lydand  throw  the  fe. 
And  quhen  thair  fiayis  gan  thaim  fe, 
Forowth  thaim  alwayis,  mar  and  mar. 
The  things  that  thar  fletand  war 
Thai  tuk ;  and  turnyt  fyne  agayne. 
And  be  that  thai  lefyt  all  thair  payne* 


62s 


630 


Quhen  that  the  Erie  on  this  maner. 
And  hys  mengye,  efchapyt  wer, 
Eftir  the  King  he  gan  hym  hy. 
That  then,  with  all  hys  cumpany. 
Into  Kyntyr  arywyt  was. 
The  Erie  tauld  hym  all  hys  cafs. 
How  he  wis  chafyt  on  the  fe. 
With  thaim  that  fuld  hys  awyn  be ; 
And  how  he  had  bene  tane,  but  dout^ 
Na  war  it  that  he  warpyt  owt 
All  that  he  had,  hym  lycht  to  ma ; 
And  fwa  efchapyt  thaim  fra. 
«  Schyr  Erie,"  faid  the  King,  «  perfey, 
**  Syn  yow  efchapyt  is  away, 
•*  Off  the  tynfell  is  na  plenyeing ; 
**  Bot  I  will  fay  the  weilc  a  thing, 


635 


640 
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^  That  diar  will  fall  the  gret  foly 

"  To  pais  oft  fra  my  cumpany.  650 

"  For  felcfyfs,  quhen  thow  art  away, 

"  Thow  art  fet  in  till  hard  affay. 

^  Tharfor  mc  thynic  beft  to  thee 

"  To  hald  yow  alwayis  ncr  by  me." 

«  Schyr/  faid  the  Erie,  *  it  fall  be  fwa,  655 

^  I  fall  na  wife  pafs  fer  yow  fra, 

*  Till  God  gilF  grace  we  be  off  mycht 

*  Agayne  our  fayis  to  hald  our  flycht' 

And  Anguss  off  lie  that  tyme  wis  fyr, 

And  lord,  and  ledar  of  Kyntyr.  660 

The  King  rycht  weill  refawyt  he ; 

And  undertuk  hys  man  to  be : 

And  hym,  and  hys,  on  mony  wife, 

He  abandownyt  till  hys  fervice. 

And,  for  mar  fekyrnes,  gaiff  hym  fyne  665 

Hys  caftell  off  Donahardyne^ 

To  duell  tharin,  at  hys  lyking. 

Full  gretumly  thankyt  hym  the  King  ; 

And  relawyt  hjrs  feruice. 

Not  forthy,'on  mony  wifs,  670 

He  wis  dredand  for  trefoun  ay. 

And  tharefor,  as  Ik  hard  men  fay. 

He  traiftyt  in  nane  fckyrly. 

Till  that  he  knew  hym  uterly : 


Ver.  659.  Angus  chief  of  the  ile  of  Day. 


Bot 
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Bot  into  Rmtfcbryney  nocht  forthy. 
Thai  arywyt  ilk  ane  &wfflj; 
Blyth,  and  glaid,  that  thai  war  fiia 
Efchapyt  die  hidwyfe  wawys  fnu 
In  Rauchrjne  thai  arywyt  ar,  ^25 

And  to  the  land  thai  went  but  mar, 
Annyt  apon  thair  beft  maner. 
Quhen  the  folk,  that  thar  wonand  wer. 
Saw  men  of  annys  in  thair  cuntre, 
Aryve  into  fie  quantitc,  y jO 

Thai  fled  on  hy,  with  thar  catell, 
Towart  a  rycht  ftalwart  caftell. 
That  in  the  land  wis  ner  tharby. 
Men  mycht  her  wemen  hely  cry. 
And  fle  with  cataill  her  and  thv.  y jj 

Bot  the  King's  folic,  that  war 
Deliuer  offfute,  thaim  gan  ourhy; 
And  thaim  arcftyt  heftely, 
And  broucht  thaim  to  the  King  agayne, 
Swa  that  nane  oflf  thaim  all  wis  flayne.  740 

Than  with  thaim  tretyt  fwa  the  King> 
That  thai,  to  fullfill  hys  yarnyng. 
Become  hys  men  euirilkane : 
And  has  hym  trewly  undertane 
That  thai  and  thairs,  loud  and  ftill,  745 

Suld  be  in  all  thing  at  hys  will. 
And,  quhill  him  lilcit  thar  to  leynd, 
Euir  ilk  day  thai  fuld  hym  feynd 
Wi£lalis  for  thre  hundir  men : 
And  thai  as  lord  fuld  him  ken.  750 

Bot 
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Bot  at  thair  pofleffiouns  fuld  be. 
For  all  hys  men  thair  awyn  fre. 

The  cunnand  on  this  wyfs  wis  maid. 
And  on  the  morn,  but  langir  baid, 
OfF  all  Rauchrine  bath  man  and  page  755 

Knelyt,  and  maid  the  King  homage ; 
And  tharwith  fwour  hym  fewte, 
To  ferve  hjrm  ay  in  lawte. 
And  held  him  rycht  weill  cunnand : 
For  quhill  he  duelt  into  the  land,  760 

Thai  fand  meit  till  hys  cumpany; 
And  ferwyt  hym  full  humely. 
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IngUs, — Kildrumy  alfua  tone, — King  Edward 
I.  advaunctng  to  quell  the  Scotisy  deis  at  Brmgb  m 
Sand. — Enfampil  affeynds*  prophecies  fra  Flemijh 
Jiorie. — Douglas  pajfesfra  Rauchryn  to  Arran 
^■^nd  after  him  the  King,  quha  fends  a  fpy  t$ 
Carrick. — The  King's  hofiefs  prophecies  his  fuc- 
cefs.^^DigreJftoun  on  JJirologie  and  Necranumcie. 
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XN  Rauchryne  leve  we  now  the  King 

In  reft,  forowtyn  barganyhg ; 

And  oiF  hys  &yis  a  quhile  fpek  we. 

That,  throw  thair  mycht  and  thair  powfte, 

Maid  ftc  a  perfecutioune,  ^ 

Sa  hard,  (a  ftrait,  and  fa  feloune. 

In  thaim  that  till  hym  luSand  wer 

Or  kyn,  or  freynd,  or  ony  maner  j 

That  at  till  her  is  gret  pite. 

For  thai  fparyt  ofF  na  degre  I3 

Thaim,  that  thai  trpwit  hys  freynd  wer, 

Nothyr  off  the  kyrk,  na  feculer* 

For  off  Glajkow  Byfchop  Robert, 

And  Makis  off  4^», thai  ftythly  fparyt, 

Ver.  13.  Robert  Wifliart  bi(hop  of  Glafgow  from  1272  to 
1 31 7,  celt^brated  for  his  patriotifm.  See  Keith*8  Catalogue 
of  Scotifli  BKhops.  Marcus  bifhop  of  the  lies,  1275  to  1303. 
Ibid,  where  it  is  faid  that  he  died  in  1303,  upon  no  autho- 
rity ;  and  Barbour  here  affords  proof  that  he  was  alive  in 
1306. 
.     Vol.  I.  H  Bath 
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Bath  in  fetiys  and  in  prefoune  ;  15 

And  worthy  Crystoll  ofF  Seytoune, 

Into  Loudon  betrefyt  was, 

Throw  a  difcipill  off  Judas ; 

MaiCnab,  a  fals  tratour,  that  ay 

Wes  off  hys  duelling,  nycht  and  day  ;  ao 

Quhom  to  he  maid  gud  cumpany. 

It  wes  fcr  wer  than  tratoury 

For  to  betryfs  Tic  a  perfoune. 

So  nobill,  and  off  fic  renoune. 

Bot  tharof  had  he  na  pite,  25 

In  hell  condampnyt  mot  he  be  ! 

For  quhen  he  hym  betryfyt  had. 

The  Inglifs  men  rycht  with  hym  rad 

In  hy,  in  Ingland  to  the  King, 

That  gert  draw  hym,  and  hede,  and  hing,  39 

Forowtyn  pete,  or  mercy. 

It  wes  gret  forow  fekyrly, 

That  fo  worthy  perfoune  as  he 

Sold  on  fic  maner  hangyt  be. 

Thus  gat  cndyt  his  worthynes,  35 

And  off  Cr AUFURD  als  Schyr  Ranald  wes. 

And  Schyr  Bruce  als  the  Blair 

Hangyt  intill  a  heme  in  Ar. 

The  QuEYNE,  and  als  Dam  Maiory, 
Hyr  dochtyr,  that  fyne  worthyly  ^0 

Wis  coupiUyt  into  Godds  band 
With  Waltir  Stewart  qS  Scotland i 

That 
Ver.  17,  Locbdmii  edit* 
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That  wald  on  na  wyfs  langar  ly 

In  caftell  off  Kyldromy^ 

To  byd  a  fegc,  ar  rydin  raith  45 

With  knychts  and  fquyers  bath. 

Throw  Rofs^  rycht  to  the  gyrth  of  Tayne. 

Bot  that  tr^waill  thai  maid  in  wayne. 

For  thai  of  Rofsj  that  wald  not  bcr 

For  thaim  na  Wayme,  na  yeit  danger,        '         50 

Out  ofFthe  gyrth  hame  all  has  tayne. 

And  fyne  thaim  euirilkane 

Rycht  intill  Ingland,  to  the  King, 

That  gert  draw  all  the  men,  and  hing ; 

And  put  the  Ladyis  in  prefounc,  55 

Sum  intill  caftell,  fum  in  dungeoun. 

It  wes  gret  pite  for  till  her 
The  folic  be  troublyt  on  this  maner. 
That  tyme  wes  in  Kyldromyy 
With  men,  that  mycht  war  and  hardy,  60 

Schyr  Nele  the  Bruce  :  and  I  wate  weill 
That  thar  the  erle  wis  off  Adheill, 
In  the  caftell,  weill  vnOtAjt  ay. 
And  mete  and  fuell  gan  puruay; 
And  enforcjrt  the  caftell  fwa,  65 

That  thaim  thocht  na  ftrenth  mycht  it  ta. 

Vcr.  47.  The  ^/&,  or  fanauary,  of  St.  Duthac  at  Tain, 
whence  the  earl  of  Rofs  took  the  Queen  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Aymer  dc  Burgh  earl  of  Ulfter,  and  Marjory  the  king'8 
{daughter  by  his  former  wife  Ifabella,  and' delivered  them  up 
to  the  Englifh* 

H  %  And 
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And  quhen  it  to  the  King  wis  tauld 
Off  Ingland^  how  thai  fchup  till  hauld 
That  caftell ;  he  wes  all  angry ; 
And  callyt  his  fonc  till  hym  on  hy  70   1 

The  eldcft  and  apcrand  ayr  j  \ 

A  young  bacheler,  and  ftarlc,  and  fayr, 
Schyr  Eduuard  callyt  off  Carnaueram^ 
That  wes  the  fterkaft  man  off  ane. 
That  men  mycht  in  ony  cuntre ;  75 

Prynce  of  IValys  that  tyme  wes  he. 
And  he  gert  als  call  erlys  twa, 
Glosystyr  and  Harfurd  war  tha; 
And  bad  thaim  wend  into  Scotland^ 
And  fet  a  fege,  with  ftalwart  hand,  80 

To  the  caftell  off  Kyldromy. 
And  all  the  halders  halyly 
He  bad  diftroy,  forowtyn  ranfoun, 
Or  bryng  thaim  till  hym  in  prefounc.  j 

Quhen  thai  the  cummaundment  had  tane,      85   j 
Thai  aflemblyt  ane  oft  onane,  \ 

And  to  the  caftell  went  in  hy ; 
And  it  affegyt  wigorufly. 
And  mony  tyme  full  hard  affaylyt; 
Bot  for  to  tik  it  yett  thai  failyt.  90 

For  thai  within  war  rycht  worthy ; 
And  thaim  defendyt  douchtely ; 
And  rufchyt  thair  f&yis  off  agayne. 
Sum  beft,  fum  woundyt,  fum  als  flayne* 
And  mony  tymys  ifche  thai  wald,  9c 

Aod  bargane  at  the  barraifs  hald; 

And 
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ound  thaic  fayis  oft  and  fla. 

[y  thai  them  conten)rt  fwa, 

hai  withoute  difparyt  war, 

ioucht  till  Ingland  for  till  far :  109 

ai  fa  ftyth  faw  the  caftell, 

ith  that  it  was  warnyft  weill ; 

w  the  men  defend  thaim  fwa, 

hai  nane  hop  had  thaim  to  ta» 

le  had  thai  done  all  that  fefoune,  loj 

:  ne  had  bene  fals  trefoune. 

ar  with  thaim  wis  a  tratour, 

lourdane,  a  lofyngeour, 

kRNE  to  name,  maid  the  trefoune, 

not  for  quhat  enchefone ;  I  lO 

ham  with  he  maid  chat  conwyn : 

thai  faid,  that  war  within, 
Ic  a  cultir  hate  glowand, 
^eit  wis  in  a  fir  brynnand, 
irent  h3rm  to  the  mekill  hall,  115 

then  with  corn  wis  fyllyt  all ; 
eych  up  in  a  mow  it  did, 

full  .lang  wis  nocht  thar  hid* 
len  fayis  oft  that  fyr,  na  pride, 
fcouering  may  na  man  hide,  no 

le  pomp  oft  the  prid  fiirth  fchaws, 
is  the  gret  boift  that  it  blawis* 
ar  may  na  man  fa  cowyr 
w,  or  rek  fall  it  difcowyr. 
1  it  her,  for  fyr  all  der  125 

throw  the  thak  burd  gan  apper, 

H  3  Fyrfl 
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F'yrft  as  a  fterne,.  fyne  as  a  mone^  ; 

And  Weill  bradder  thareftir  Tone, 

The  fyr  out  fyne  in  blefs  braft ; 

And  the  rek  raifs  rycht  wondre  faft.  13a 

The  fyr  our  all  the  caftell  fpred, 

That  mycht  na  force  of  man  it  red. 

Than  thai  within  drew  to  the  wall, 

That  at  that  tyme  was  bataillit  all, 

Within,  rycht  as  it  wer  withoute.  135 

1  hat  bataillyne,  withowtyn  dout, 

Sawyt  thair  lywys,  for  it  brak 

Blefs  that  thaim  wald  ourtak. 

And  quhen  the  fayis  the  myfcheiff  fkw. 

Till  armys  went  thai  in  a  diraw  >  140 

And  affaylyt  the  caftcU  faft, 

Quhar  thai  durft  come  for  fyrs  Waft. 

Bot  thai  within  myftir  had, 

Sa  gret  defence,  and  worthy  mad. 

That  thai  full  oft  thair  fayis  ruflyt^  14.5 

Fox  thai  na  kyn  perall  refufyt. 

Thai  trawaillyt  for  to  faufF  thair  lyffs : 

Bot  werd,  that  till  the  end  ay  drywis 

The  warlds  things,  fua  thaim  trawaillyt. 

That  thai  on  twa  halfys  war  aflailyt.  153 

In  with  fyr,  that  thaim  fwa  broilyit; 

And  utouth  with  folk,  that  thaim  fwa  toilyity 

That  thai  bryut  magre  thaim  the  yat, 

Yat  for  the  fyre,  that  wis  fwa  hate, 

Thai  durft  not  entyr  fwa  in  hy.  155 

Tharfor  thar  folk  thai  gan  rely^ 

And 
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And  trcnt  to  reft,  for  it  wis  nycht ; 

Till  on  the  mom,  that  day  wis  lych^ 

At  flc  myfcheiff,  as  ye  her  fay. 

War  thar  within  the  qucthyr  ay  160 

Thai  thaim  defcndyt  douchtely. 

And  contenyt  thaim  fa  manlily^ 

That  or  day,  throw  mekill  payn. 

Thai  had  muryt  up  thair  yat  agayn. 

• 

Bot  on  the  morn,  quhen  day  wes  lycht,        1^5 
And  fone  wes  ryffyn,  fchynand  brycht^ 
Thai  withowt,  ia  hale  bataill, 
Come  purwayt,  rcdy  till  afiaill. 
Bot  thai  within,  that  fwa  war  ftad, 
That  thai  wi£bill,  na  fewell  had,  170 

Quharwith  thai  mycht  the  caftell  hald, 
Tretyt  fyrft,  and  fync  thaim  yauld 
To  be  intillithe  Kings  will. 
Bot  that  ay  to  Scotis  men  wis  ill  s 
As  fone  eftyr  wdJU  wis  knawin,  j  75 

For  thai  war  iiangy t  all  and  drawym 

Quhen  this  cunnand  thus  tretyt  wes. 
And  affcrmyt  with  fekyrnes. 
Thai  tuk  thaim  off  the  caftell  fone. 
And  intill  fchort  tyme  has  done,  rSo 

That  all  a  quartir  off  Snawdoufij 
Rycht  till  the  erd  diai  tummyllyt  douo. 

Syne 

Ver.  1 9 1.  The  royal  palace  at  Stirling  wai  called  SMOfw* 
'.  '  U  4  doun'i 
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Sync  towart  Ingland  went  thair  way. 
,  Bot  quhen  tke  King  Eduuard  hard  (ay 
How  Weill  the  Bruce  held  Kildromy^  185 

Agayne  hys  fon  fa  ftalwartly; 
He  gadryt  grct  chewalry, 
And  towart  Scotland  went  in  hy* 

And  as  intill  Northummyrland 
He  wis,  with  hys  gret  rowt,  rydand,  150 

A  feknes  tuk  hym  in  the  way, 
And  put  hym  to  fa  hard  aflay. 
That  he  mycht  nocht  ga,  na  ryd : 
Hym  worthit,  magre  hjrs,  abid 
Intill  an  hamillet  tharby,  X^ ^ 

A.  litill  town,  and  unworthy. 
With  gret  payne  thyddir  thai  hym  broucht^ 
He  wis  fa  ftad,  that  he  ne  mocht 
Hys  aynd  bot  with  gret  paynys  draw; 
Na  fpek  bot  giff  it  war  weill  law.  aoo 

The  quheyr  he  bad  thai  fuld  hym  fay 
Quhat  town  wes  that,  that  he  in  lay. 

doun  \  and  near  it  was  an  eminence  termed  Arthur^s  Round 
Table.  Tha  fame  of  Arthur  in  books  of  chivalry  gave  rife 
to  fuch  names  in  the  middle  ages.  One  of  the  Heralds  of 
Scotland  is  termed  Snowdun  Herald  to  this  day. 

V«r.  189.  King  Edward  was  obliged  by  ficknefs  to  re- 
main in  Northumberland  and  Cumberland,  the  (ummer  and 
autumn  1 306 ;  and  he  was  at  Lanercoft  all  the  vnnter  1506-7. 
See  this  proved  from  Rymer*a  Foedera  in  the  Amuds  ifSewt- 
kuidfYoL  II.  p.  5.  He  died  at  Burgh  on  the  Sand,  7  July 
1307  i  and  his  death  is  unchronologically  heie  narrated  by 
Baibour. 

'  «  Schyr/ 
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thai  (aid,  <  Burcb  in  the  Sand 
dlis  this  toun,  intill  this  land.' 
lai  it  Burch^  als ! "  (aid  be  i  205 

)p  is  now  fprdone  to  me. 
wend  neuir  to  thoile  the  payne 
ad,  till  I,  throw  mekill  mayn, 
iucch  of  Jerufalem  had  tane, 
(F  wend  I  thar  fuld  be  gayne*  210 

rch  I  wyft  weill  I  fuld  de : 
wa^  nojrthir  wys,  na  fle, 
thyr  Burch  kep  to  ta. 
may  I  nowy(8  fbrthyr  ga«** 

pleynyelt  he  off  hys  foly,  aiS 

ad  mater  fekyrly : 
bd  to  wjrt  certante 
'^  at  nauje  may  certan  be* 

quheyr  men  faid  he  chefyt  had 
t,  that  hym  anfuer  maid,  220 

igs  that  he  wald  inquer. 
fulyt,  forowtyn  wer, 
aiff  throuch  till  that  creatur* 
ndys  ar  off  (ic  natur, 

lai  to  mankind  has  invry  ;  225 

li  wate  Weill,  and  wittly, 
lai  that  weill  ar  lifiand  her, 
'n  the  fege,  quharoff  thai  wer 
yt  throwch  diair  mekill  prid* 
throw  oft  tymys  will  betid,  230 

That 


i 
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< 

4 

That  quhcri  feyndys  diftrenycit  ar, 

1    1 

For  till  apei-)  and  mak  anfwar. 

Xhrow  force  ofF  conjuratioun, 

That  thai  fa  fals  ar  and  fcloun. 

' 

That  thai  mak  ay  thair  anfuering. 

nt 

Into  dowbill  undirftanding. 

To  diflaiff  thaim,  that  will  thaim  trow. 

Iniample  will  I  fet  her  now 

Offawer,  asIhcrdtcU, 

■' 

Betwix  Fraunce  and  the  FUmjngs  fell. 

240 

The  Erie  Fbrands  modyr  was 
Nygramanfour ;  and  Sathanas 
fidie  rafyt;  and^hym  afkyt  fyn, 
Quhat  fuld  worth  off  the  fychtyn 
Betwix  the  Fraunce  King  and  hyr  fone  ?  245 

And  he,  as  all  tyme  he  wes  wone^ 
Into  difTayt  maid  hys  anfuer ; 
And  faid  till  hyr  thir  thre  werfs  her. 
•*  Rex  ruet  in  bello^  tumulique  careUt  btmore^ 
**  Ferrandus,  Comiti£&,  tuus^  nua  cara  Ml^ 
**  nerva^  250 

**  Pariftis  veniet^  magna  comitante  catervaJ* 

Ver.  S4.T .  Jane,  4aaghter  of  Baldwin  IX.  eari  of  Flan- 
dersy  married  Ferranfl  pnnce  of  Portugai,  who  thus  became 
earl  of  Flanders.  He  took  arms  againft  Philip  Auguftus 
king  of  France  ^  and  the  emperor  Otho  IV.  ailiiiing  him,  in 
I  a  14  was  fought  the  famous  battle  of  Bourines,  in  which  the 
emperor  and  earl  were  defeated,  and  the  later  carried  captive 
to  Paris  and  confii;)ed  in  the  I^ouvre, 

This 
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This  wis  the  fpek  he  maid,  perfaj; 
And  is  in  Inglis  toung  to  fay, 
«  The  King  fall  fall  in  the  fechting, 
*^  And  fall  faile  honour  ofFerding  ;  255 

"  And  thy  Feuand,  Mynerve  my  dcr, 
•*  Sail  rycht  to  Paryfs  went,  but  werj 
"  Folowand  hym  grct  cumpany 
•*  OfFnobill  men,  and  off  worthy.** 
This  is  the  fentence  oiF  this  faw,  260 

That  the  Latyn  gan  her  fchaw. 
He  cTlXyt  hyr  hys  der  Minerwc, 
For  Minerwe  ay  wis  wont  fcrwe 
Hym,  till  fche  leflyt  at  hys  diuifs  ; 
And  for  fche  maid  the  famyn  feruice,  265 

Hys  Minerwe  hyr  callyt  he  : 
And  als,  throw  hyr  futelte, 
Hc.callyt  hyr  der,  hyr  tyll  diflaiff. 
That  fche  the  tyttar  fuld  confeiff 
Off  hys  fpck  the  undyrftanding,  270 

That  maft  plefyt  till  hyr  liking. 

This  dowbill  fpck  fwa  hyr  diflawyt. 
That  throw  hyr  foly  the  ded  rei&wit; 
For  fche  wis  off  hyr  anfuer  blyth, 
And  till  hyr  fone  fche  tauld  it  fwith,  275 

And  bad  hym  till  the  bataill  fped. 
For  he  fuld  wi£h>ry  faaiff  bot  dred. 
And  he,  that  herd  hyr  fermonyng. 
Sped  hym  in  hy  to  the  fechting ; 

Quhar 
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Quhar  he  difcomfyt  wis,  and  fchenti  aSo 

And  takin,  and  to  Paryjs  fent. 

Bot  in  the  fecbting  not  forthy 

The  King,  throw  hys  chewalry. 

Wis  laid  at  the  erd,  and  lawit  bath  ; 

Bot  his  mea  helpyt  hym  weill  rath.  285 

And  quhen  Ferands  modyr  herd 
How  hyr  fone  in  the  bataill  ferd; 
And  at  he  fwa  wis  difcomfyt ; 
Sche  rafyt  the  ill  fpyryt  als  tyt. 
And  afkyt  quhy  he  gabyt  had  190 

OfF  the  anfucr  that  he  hyr  mad  ? 
And  he  (kid  he  had  faith  futh  all ; 
<<  I  faid  the,  that  the  King  fuld  fidl 
<<  In  the  bataill ;  and  fay  did  he. 
<^  And  failyed  erding,  as  men  may  (e«  295 

<<  And  I  (aid  that  thy  fon  fuld  ga 
"  To  Paryfsy  and  he  did  richt  fwa  ; 
**  Followand  fic  a  jnengye, 
"  That  ncuir,  in  his  lyfFtyme,  he 
"  Had  fic  a  mcngyc  in  leding.  300 

''  Now  feis  yow  I  mad  na  gabbing." 
The  wyff  confufyt  wis  perfay ; 
And  durll  na  mar  than  till  hym  fay. 

Thus  gat,  throw  dowbill  undyrftanding. 
That  bargane  come  till  fic  ending,  305 

That  the  ta  part  diflawyt  was. 
Rycht  la  gat  fell  that  in  tfays  cafs : 

At 
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ifalem  trowyt  he 

1  in  the  Burch  to  be ; 

ethyr  at  Burch  into  the  Sand  310 

It  rycht  in  hys  awn  land, 

quhen  he  to  the  dede  wis  ner^ 
k  that  at  KyUromy  wer 
vith  prifoners  that  that  had  tane, 
ic  to  the  King  are  gane.  315 

'  to  comfort  hym  thai  tauld 
ai  the  caftell  to  thaim  yauld : 
w  thai  till  hjTS  will  war  brocht, 
oiFthat  quhateuir  he  thocht; 
cyt  quhat  men  fuld  off  thaim  do.  320 

ikyt  he  angryly  thaim  to, 
grynnand,  <^  hyngs  and  drawys.** 
is  wondir  of  Ac  fawis, 
^  that  to  the  dede  wis  ner, 
fuer  apon  fic  maner ;  32$ 

yn  menyng  and  mercy, 
lycht  he  traift  on  hym  to  cry, 
ithfaftly  dcmys  all  thing 
ff  mercy  for  hys  cryng, 
n  that,  throw  hys  felony,  330 

;  poynt  had  na  mercy  ?  - 

men  hys  maundment  has  done : 

:  deyt  thareftir  fone : 

ne  wes  eftir  brocht  till  berynes. 

le  fyne  King  eftir  wes.  33s 

Ta 
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To  the  King  Robert  agayne  ga  we. 
That  in  Rauchrjne^  with  hys  mengye^ 
Lay  till  wintir  ner  wis  gane ; 
And  off  diat  ile  hys  mete  has  tane. 
Jamys  of  Dowglas  wis  angry.  34^ 

Tliat  thai  langir  fuld  ydill  ly. 
And  to  Schyr  Robert  Boid  faid  he^ 
**  The  pure  folk  ofF  thys  countrc 
**  Ar  chargyt  apon  gret  maner, 
"  Off  us,  that  ydill  lyis  her.  345 

<^  And  Ik  her  fay,  that  in  Aranij 
« Intill  a  ftyth  caftell  off  ftanc, 
**  Ar  Inglifs  men,  that  with  ftrang  hand 
♦'  Haidys  the  Lordfchip  off  the  land. 
**  Ga  we  thyddyr ;  and  weill  nwy  fiJl  350 

"  Amang  thaim  in  fum  thing  we  fall." 
Schyr  Robert  faid,  « I  grant  thartill. 

*  Till  her  mar  ly  war  litill  (kill : 

*  Tharfor  till  Aran  pafs  will  we, 

*  For  I  knaw  rycht  weill  the  cuntre,  355 
^  And  the  caftell  rycht  fwa  knaw  I. 

*  We  fall  come  thar  fa  priwily, 

*  That  thai  fall  haiff  na  periawyng, 

*  Na  yheit  wittyng  off  owr  cummyng* 

^  And  we  fall  ner  enbufchyt  be,  360 

*  Quhar  we  thar  outecome  may  fe. 
^  Sa  fall  it  on  na  manir  fidl, 

^  Bot  fcaith  thaim  on  fum  wyfs  we  lall. 

With 


•     U     It     E       IT.  lit 

With  that  thai  bufkyt  thaim  antne: 
And  at  the  King  thair  leifFhas  tane,  365 

And  went  diaim  fiirth  fyne  on  thair  way. 
Into  Kyntyr  Tone  cummyn  ar  thai : 
Sync  rowyt  alwayis  by  the  land, 
Till  that  the  nycht  wis  ner  on  hand^ 
Than  till  Arane  thai  went  thar  way,  370 

And  fawfly  thar  arywyt  thai. 
And  in  a  glen  thair  galay  drewch. 
And  fyne  it  halyt  weill  inewch ; 
Thair  takyll,  airs,  and  thair  fter, 
Thai  hyde  all  on  the  famyn  maner.  yjc 

And  held  thair  way  rycht  in  the  nycht, 
Swa  that  or  day  wis  dawyn  lycht. 
Thai  war  enbufchyt  the  caftell  ner, 
Armyt  apon  the  beft  maner. 
And  thoucht  thai  wate  war,  and  wery^  380 

And  for  lang  faftyng  all  hungry. 
Thai  thocht  till  hald  thaim  all  preve, 
7ill  that  thai  weill  thair  poynt  mycht  fe. 

Schyr  Ihon  the  Hastings,  at  that  tid, 
With  knychts  off  full  mekill  prid,  38$ 

And  fquyers,  and  yemanry, 
And  that  a  weill  gret  cumpany. 
Was  in  the  caftell  of  Bratljwik. 
And  oftfyfs  quhen  it  wald  hym  lik. 
He  went  till  huntyng  with  his  menye.  390 

And  fwa  the  land  abandownyt  he,^ 

That 
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That  durftrnane  wame  to  do  hys  will. 

iie  was  into  the  caftell  ftill. 

The  tyme  that  Jame  s  oflF  Dowgl as,    . 

As  Ik  haifftauld,  enbufchit  was.  395 

Sa  hapnyt  ifaat  tyme,  throw  chance. 
That  with  wifSalis  and  purweyance. 
And  with  clething,  and  with  armyng. 
The  day  bcfor,.in  the  ewynnyng. 
The  under  wardane  ariuyt  was,  400 

With  thre  bats,  weill  ner  the  place 
<^har  that  the  folk  I  fpak  oiFar 
Preuily  en^ufchyt  war. 
Syne  fra  the  bats  (aw  thai  ga 
OfF  Inglis  men^  threty  and  ma,  405 

Chargit  all  with  fyndry  things  ; 
:£um  bar  wyne,  and  fum  armyngs. 
The  remanent  all  chargyt  wer 
With  things  off  fyndry  maner. 
And  othyr  fyndry  yeid  thaim  by,  410 

As  thai  war  maiftyrs,  ydilly. 
Thai  that  cnbufchyt  war,  that  faw 
All  forowtyn  dreid  or  aw, 
Thair  enbufchy  on  thaim  thai  brak  ; 
And  flew  all  that  thai  mycht  ourtak.  415 

The  cry  i^fs  hidwyfly,  and  hey : 
For  thai,  that  dredand  war  to  dey, 
JS.ycht  as  befts  gan  rar  and  cry. 
Thai  flew  thain^  forowtyn  mercy ; 

Swa 
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Swa  that,  into  the  famyn  fted,  420 

Weill  ncr  forty  ther  war  dcde. 

Quhen  thai,  that  in  the  caftell  war. 

Hard  the  folk  fa  cry  and  rar, 

Thai  ifcheyt  furth  to  the  feehting. 

Bot quhentheDowGLAsfawthaircummyng,   425 

Hys  men  till  hym  he  gan  rely ; 

And  went  till  meit  thaim  haftyly. 

And  quhen  thai  ofF  the  caftell  faw 

Hym  cum  on  thaim,  forowtyn  aw. 

Thai  fled,  forowtyn  mar  debate.  430 

And  thai  thaim  folowyt  to  the  yate ; 

And  flew  ofF  thaim,  as  thai  in  pafi ; 

fiot  thai  thair  yate  barryt  faft. 

That  thai  mycht  do  at  thaim  na  mar ; 

Tharfor  thai  left  thaim  ilkane  thar,  435 

And,  turnyt  to  the  fe  agayne, 

Quhar  that  the  men  war  forowth  flayn ; 

And  quhen  thai,  that  war  in  the  bats. 

Saw  diair  cummyng ;  and  faw  how  gats. 

Thai  had  difcumfyt  thair  menye,  440 

In  by  thai  put  thaim  to  the  fe. 

And  rowyt  faft  with  all  thair  mayne : 

Bot  the  wjmd  wis  thaim  agayne, 

That  fwa  hey  gert  the  land-bryfs  ryfs, 

That  thai  moucht  weld  the  fe  nawyfs,  445 

Than  thai  durft  not  cum  to  the  land, 

Bot  hald  thaim  thar  fa  lang  hobland, 

Vol,.  I.  I  That 
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That  ofF  the  thre  bats  drownyt  twa* 

And  quhen  Dowglas  faw  it  was  (vo^ 

He  tuk  armyng,  and  cleything,  '450 

Wi£blis,  wync,  and  othyr  things 

That  thai  fand  thar :  and  held  thair  wzj 

Rycht  glaid  and  joyfull  off  thair  pray, 

Quhen  thus  James  off  Dowglas^ 
And  hys  men,  throw  Godd's  grace,  455 

War  relewyt  with  armyng. 
And  with  widtajl,  and  clething. 
Syne  till  a  ftrenth  thai  held  thair  way ; 
And  thaim  fuU  manly  gouemyt  ay. 

Till  on  the  tend  day,  that  the  KinG)  460 

With  all  that  war  in  hys  ledyng, 
Arywyt  into  that  countre, 
With  threty  fmall  galayis  and  thre. 
The  King  arywyt  in  Arane\ 
And  fyne  to  the  land  is  gane,  465 

And  in  a  toune  tuk  hys  herbery* 
And  fperyt  fyne  fpeceally, 
Gyff  ony  man  couth  tell  tithand 
Off  ony  ftrang  men  in  that  land. 
**  Yhis,"  faid  a  woman,  "  Schyr,  perfay,         470 
*'  Off  ftrang  men  1  kan  yow  fay, 
**  That  are  cummyn  in  this  countre, 
**  And  fchort  quhile  fyne,  throw  thair  bounty 
^  Thai  haiff  djfcomfyt  owr  wardane, 
**  And  mony  off  hys  men  has  flayne.  475 

«*  And 
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«  And  till  a  ftadwart  place  herby 

**  Repars  allthair  cumpany." 

«  Dame,'  faid  the  King,  <  wald  you  me  wifi, 

<  To  that  place  qohar  thair  repair  if> 

*  I  fall  reward  ye  but  lefing :  480 

*  For  thai  ar  all  (^  my  duelling, 

*  And  I  rycht  blythly  wald^aim  fe^ 

*  And  fwa  trow  I,  that  diai  wald  me.* 

«  Yhis,"  faid  fche,  «  Schyr,  I  wiU  blythly  ' 

^  Ga  with  yow  and  your  cumpany,  485 

"  Till  that  I  fehaw  you  thair  repair/* 

*  That  is  inewch^  my  fyftir  fayr; 

*  Now  ga  we  forthwart,*  6id  the  King* 
Than  went  thai  furth,  but  mar  letting, 
Folowand  hjrr,  as  fche  diaim  led }  490 
Till  at  the  laft  fche  fchaVt  a  fted 

To  the  King,  in  a  wodc  glen. 

And  faid,  "  Schyr,  her  I  faw  the  men, 

•*  That  yhe  fpcr  eftir,  mak  logyng : 

*«  Her  I  trow  be  thair  reparyng%"  495 

TTie  King  dien  blew  his  horn  in  hy; 
And  gert  the  men  d»t  war  hym  by, 
Hald  thaim  ftill,  and  all  prewe ; 
And  fyne  agayne  bis  horn  blew  he. 
Jamis  ofFDowGtAs  herd  hym  blaw,  500 

And  at  the  laft  alfbne  gan  knaW. 
And  faid,  <<  Sodily  yon  is  the  King  : 
**  I  knaw  lang  quhill  fyne  hys  hidimtt^V 

Iz  The 
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The  thred  tyme  tharwithall  he  blew, 

And  then  Schyr  Robert  Boid  it  knew;       505 

And  (aid  "  Yon  is  the  King,  but  dreid, 

"  Ga  we  furth  till  hym  bcttir  fpeid/* 

Than  went  thai  till  the  King  in  hy. 
And  hym  inclynyt  curtafly; 
And  biythly  welcummyt  thaitn  the  KiNGj       510 
And  wis  joyfull  off  thair  meting. 
And  kiflit  diaim  i  and  fperyt  fyne 
How  thai  had  fame  in  thair  huntyn  i 
And  thai  hym  tauld  all  but  lefing : 
Syne  lowyt  thai  God  off  thair  meting.  515 

Syne  with  the  King  till  hys  berbery 
Went  bath  joyfull  and  joly. 

The  King  apon  the  tothyr  day 
Gan  till  hys  priwc  menye  iky, 
**  Ye  knaw  all  weill,  and  ye  may  fc,  520 

**  How  we  ar  owt  off  owr  cuntre 
**  banyft,  throw  Inglifs  menys  mycht. 
"  And  that,  that  fuld  be  ours  off  rycht^ 
"  Throw  thair  maftyrs  thai  occupy  5 
**  And  wald  alfua,  forowtyne  mercy,  525 

<^  Giff  thai  haid  mycht,  deftroy  us  all. 
«  Bot  God  forbid  it  fuld  fa  fall 
<^  Till  us,  as  thai  mak  manaflyng ! 
"  For  than  war  thar  na  recowering. 
^^  And  mankind  bidds  us  that  we  530 

**  To  procur  wengeance  befy  be. 

«For 
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"  For  ye  may  fc  we  haiff  thre  things 

^  That  males  us  oft  moneftings 

**  For  to  be  worthy,  wyfs,  and  wycht, 

"  And  till  anoy  thaim  at  our  mycht. 

^  Ane  is  our  IjrfFs  fawfte, 

"  That  on  na  wyfs  fuld  fawft  be, 

^<  GiiF  thai  had  us  at  thair  liking.   ' 

^  The  TOTHYR  that  makys  eggyng, 

^  Is  that  thai  our  pofTeflioune 

**  Halds  ftrenthly,  agayn  refoune. 

**  The  THRID  is  the  joy  that  we  abld, 

"  GyfF  that  it  happyn,  as  weill  may  tid, 

*«  That  we  wyn  wiftour,  and  maiftry 

**  Till  ourcum  thair  felony. 

"  Tharfor  we  fuld  our  harts  raifs, 

**  Swa  that  na  myfcheyff  us  abaifs ; 

^^  And  fchaip  alwayis  to  that  ending 

**  That  bcrs  in  it  menflC)  and  lowing. 

**  And  tharfor,  lordings,  gyfF  ye  fe 

"  Amang  you,  giff  that  it  fpeidfuU  be, 

**  I  will  fend  a  man  in  Carrik^ 

**  To  fpy  and  fpeir  our  kynrik, 

^^  How  it  is  led,  and  freynd  and  h. 

**  And  gifFhe  feis  we  land  may  ta, 

**  On  Turnherys  Inuke  he  may 

^  Mak  a  fyr,  on  a  certane  day, 

^  That  mak  takynnyng  till  us,  that  we 

*'  May  thar  arywe  in  fawfte. 

**  And  gifF  he  feis  we  may  not  fwa  } 

•  Luk  on  na  wyfs  the  fyr  he  ma. 

13 
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<<  Swa  may  we  tharthrow  haifFwittring 
•*  Oiff  our  paflage,  or  our  duelling,** 

To  this  fpek  all  aflentyt  ar. 
And  than  the  King,  withowtyn  mar,  565 

Callyt  ane,  that  wes  hym  prew6, 
And  off  Carrik  hys  countre. 
And  chargyt  hym  in  les  and  mar. 
As  ye  hard  me  diwifs  it  ar. 
And  fet  hym  certain  day  to  ma  570 

The  fyr,  giflF  he  faw  it  war  fwa 
That  thai  had  poffibilite 
To  maynteyne  the  wer  in  that  countre* 

And  he,  that  wis  rycht  weill  in  will 
His  lord's  yharnyng  to  fullfill,  575 

As  he  that  worthy  wis,  and  leile, 
And  couth  rycht  weill  fecrets  confeill  | 
Sake  wis  boune  intill  all  thing 
For  to  fulliill  hys  cummanding. 
And  (aid  he  fuld  do  fa  wifely,  580 

That  na  repruiF  fuld  eftir  ly. 
Syne  at  the  King  hys  leifF  has  tane  ; 
And  furth  apon  hys  way  is  gane. 

Now  gais  the  meflynger  hys  way, 
That  hat  Cutbert,  as  I  herd  lay.  585 

In  Carrik  fone  arywyt  he, 
And  paffyt  throw  all  the  countre. 

JBot 
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Bot  he  fand  few  tharin,  perfay. 

That  gud  wald  off  hyt  maiftir  fay : 

For  fele  of  thaim  durft  not  for  dreid  ;  590  . 

And  othyr  fum  rycht  into  deid 

War  fayis  to  the  nobill  King, 

That  rewyt  fyne  thair  bargaynyng. 

Baith  hey  and  law,  the  land  wis  then 

All  occupyt  with  Inglijfmen ;  595 

And  difpytyt,  at-our  all  thing, 

Robert  the  Bruce  the  douchty  King. 

Carrik  wis  giflyn  then  halyly 

To  Schyr  Henry  Lord  the  Persy-; 

That  in  Turnieryis  caftell  then  60O 

Was,  with  Weill  ner  three  hundir  men* 

And  dawntyt  (a  gat  all  the  land, 

That  all  wis  till  hym  obeyfand. 

Thus  CuTBERT  faw  thair  felony: 
And  faw  the  folk  fa  halyly  605 

Be  worthyn  IngUfs^  baith  rich  and  pur, 
That  he  to  nane  durft  hym  difcur. 
Bot  thoucht  to  leve  the  fyr  unmaid : 
Syne  till  hys  maifter  went  but  baid. 
And  all  thair  cowyne  till  hym  gan  tell,  610 

That  wis  fa  angry  and  fa  fell. 

The 

Vcr.  606.  By  being  become  Englijb  our  poet  only  implies 
that  they  were  attached  to  the  Engliih  caufe. 

Ver.  6o9»  6iOt   The  expreflions  are  inaccurate^  but  do 
I*  pot 


120  THE       BRUCX! 

The  King,  that  intill  Aram  by, 
Quhen  that  cunim3m  wis  the  day. 
That  he  fet  till  hys  meflcnger. 
As  Ik  dewifyt  you  lang  er,  615 

Eftyr  the  fyr  he  lukyt  faft. 
And,  als  fone  as  the  none  was  paft, 
Hym  thocht  weill  he  (aw  a  fyr. 
Be  Turnbery  byrnand  weill  fchyr ; 
And  till  hys  menye  it  gan  fchaw :  620 

Ilk  man  thocht  weill  that  he  it  faw. 
Then  with  blyth  hart  the  folk  gan  cry, 

*  Gud  King  !  fpeid  you  deliuerly, 

*  Swa  that  we  fone  in  the  ewynnyng 

*  Aryve,  forowtyn  perfaywing.'  625 
«  I  grant,"  faid  he,  "  now  mak  you  yar. 

**  God  furthyr  us  intill  our  far ! " 

Then  in  fchort  tyme  men  mycht  thaim  fe 
Schute  all  thair  galayis  to  the  fe. 
And  ber  to  fe  baith  ayr  and  fter,  630 

And  othyr  things  that  myftir  wer. 
And  as  the  King  apon  the  fand 
Was  gangand  up  and  down,  bidand 
Till  that  hys  menye  redye  war, 
Hys  oft  come  rycht  till  hym  thar.  635 

And  quhen  that  fche  hym  halyft  had, 
A  priwe  fpek  till  hym  fche  made ; 

not  mean  that  Cuthbcrt  went  to  the  king,  but  only  that  he 
intended  to  go,  as  appears  from  the  fequel. 

And 


/ 
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And  faid,  ^^  Takis  gud  kep  till  my  faw, 

^  For  or  ye  pafs  I  fall  you  fchaw^ 

•*  Off  your  fortoun  a  gret  party.  640 

"  Bot  our  all  fpecially 

"  A  wyttring  her  I  fall  yow  ma, 

^  Quhat  end  that  your  purpofs  fall  ta. 

^  For  in  this  land  is  nanc  trewly 

**  Watc  things  to  cum  fa  weill  as  L  645 

"  Ye  pafe  now  furth  on  your  wiage, 

«  To  wenge  the  harme,  and  the  owtrag^ 

*«  That  Inglijfmen  has  to  yow  done ; 

«'  Bot  yow  wat  not  quhat  kyne  forton 

**  Ye  mon  drey  in  your  werraying.  650, 

**  Bot  wyt  ye  weill,  withoutyn  lefmg, 

**  That  fra  ye  now  haiff  takyn  land, 

*«  Nane  fa  mychty,  na  fit  ftrenthtlie  of  hand, 

"  Sail  ger  yow  pafs  owt  of  your  cpuntre 

**  Till  all  to  yow  abandownyt  be.  655 

^  Within  fchort  tyme  ye  fall  be  King, 

"  And  haiff  the  land  to  your  liking, 

^  And  ourcum  your  fayis  all. 

**  Bot  fele  anoyis  thole  ye  fall, 

**  Or  that  your  purpofs  end  haiff  tane  ;  660 

"  Bot  ye  fall  thaim  ourdryve  ilkane. 

**  And,  that  ye  trow  this  fekyrly, 

**  My  twa  fonnys  with  yow  fall  I 

"  Send  to  tak  part  of  your  trawaill ; 

**  For  I  wate  weill  thai  fall  not  feill  665 

^  To  be  rcwardyt  weill  at  rycht, 

**  Quhen  ye  ar  heyit  to  your  mycht/* 

The 
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The  KiKG,  that  herd  all  hyr  caiping, 
Thankyt  hyr  in  mekUl  thing. 
For  fche  cumfort  hym  fum  deill,  SjO 

The  quheyir  he  trov/  that  not  full  weill 
Hyr  fpek,  for  he  had  gret  ferly 
How  fche  fuld  wyt  it  fekyrly. 
As  it  was  wondirfuU  perfay 
How  ony  manys  fcience  may  675 

Knaw  things  that  ar  to  cum, 
Det^rmyi^abilly,  all  or  fum. 
Bot  gifF  that  he  infpyrit  war 
Off  hym,  that  all  thing  euirmar 
Scyis  in  hys  prefens.  680 

As  was  Dauid,  and  Jeremy, 
Samuell,  Joell,  and  Ysai, 
That  at,  throw  his  haly  grace,  gan  tdl 
Fcle  things  that  eftir  fell. 

Bot  the  prophets  fa  thyn  ar  (awyn,       -  685 

That  nane  in  erd  now  is  knawyn* 

Bot  fele  folk  ar  fa  curyoufs, 
And  to  wyt  things  cowatoufs, 

Ver.  66S.  Robert  may  perhaps  have  ufed  a  ftratagen  m 
this  bufinefs,  to  encourage  his  adherents  $  for  as  he  had  all 
the  prowefs  of  an  ancient  hero,  fo  he  had  all  the  wifdom» 
and  art,  and  confummate  policy.  This  old  woman  may 
have  been  to  him  as  Egcria  to  Nuaia»  or  the  white  hind  to 
Sertorius. 

Ver.  687.  Our  poet  here  goes  into  a  digreffion,  Tcry 
ienfible  for  the  time,  on  aftrology,  and  thence  pailea  to 
jKcromancy,  ver.  y^/. 

That 
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That  thai,  throw  thair  gret  clergy. 

Or  ellys  throw  thair  dcwilry,  ^go 

On  thir  twa  mancrs  males  fanding 

Off  things  to  cum  to  haiiF  knawing. 

Ane  off  thaim  is  aftrologi, 

Quhar  clerkys,  that  ar  witty. 

May  knaw  coi^oun^ons  off  planets,  695 

And  quheyir  that  thair  courfs  thaim  fetts. 

In  foft  fegs,  or  in  angry; 

And  off  the  hewyn  all  halyly 

How  that  the  difpofitioun 

Suld  apon  things  wyrk  hyr  doun ;  700 

On  regiones,  or  on  climats. 

That  wyrkys  not  ay  quhar  agats, 

fiot  fum  quhar  lefs,  and  fum  quhar  mar^ 

Eftyr  as  thair  bemys  ftrekjrt  ar, 

Othir  all  cwyn^  or  on  wry.  705 

Bot  me  thinks  it  war  gud  maiflry 

Till  ony  aftrolog  to  fay 

This  fall  fall  her,  and  on  this  day. 

For  thoucht  a  man  hys  lyff  haly 

Studyt  fwa  in  aftrology,  7 10 

That  on  fternys  hys  hewid  he  brak. 

The  wyfs  man  fayis  he  fuld  not  mak 

All  hys  lyff  certane^  dayis  thre ; 

And  yheit  fuld  he  ay  doute  quhill  he 

Saw  how  that  it  come  till  endyng ;  715 

Than  is  that  na  certane  demyng. 

Or  giff  the  men,  that  will  fludy 

la  the  craft  off  aftrology, 

Knaw 
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Knaw  all  menys  natioun, 

And  knew  the  conftellatioun  720 

That  kynd  lik  maners  gifs  thai  till. 

For  to  inclyne  to  gud  or  ill ; 

How  that  thai  throw  fcience  of  clcrgi. 

Or  throw  flycht  ofFaftrology, 

Couth  tell  quhat  kyn  perill  appers,  725 

To  thaim  that  haldys  kynd  lik  maners  ; 

I  trow  that  thai  fuld  faile  to  fay 

The  things  that  thaim  happyn  may. 

For  quhethir  fa  men  inclynit  be 

To  vertue,  or  to  mawyte,  730 

He  mycht  rycbt  weill  refrenye  hys  will, 

Othir  throw  nurtur,  or  throw  (kill : 

And  to  the  contrar  turne.  hym  all. 

And  men  has  mony  tyme  fene  fell 

That  men  kyndly  till  ill  will  gewyn,  735 

Throw  thair  gret  wit  away  has  drewyn 

Thair  ill ;  and  worthin  ofF  gret  renoua 

Magre  the  conftellatioun. 

As  ARisTOTiLLjgiff  as  men  redys. 

He  had  folowyt  hys  kyndly  deds,  740 

He  had  bene  fals  and  cowatoufs ; 

Bot  hys  wyt  maid  hym  vertuoufs. 

And  fen  men  may  on  this  kyn  wyfs 

Wyrk  agayne  diat  courfs,  that  is 

Pr]mcipaill  caufs  ofF  thair  demyng,  745 

Methink  thair  deyme  na  certane  thing. 

Nygromancy 
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Nygromancy  the  othyr  is, 
That  kennys  men  on  fyndry  wyfs. 
Throw  ftalwart  conjourationys, 
And  throw  cxortiyationys,  750 

To  gcr  fpyrits  to  thaim  apper. 
And  gifF  anfuers  on  fer  maner. 
As  quhylum  did  the  Phitones, 
That  quhen  Saul  abaylyt  wcs 
Off  the  Pheljftynyi'  mycht,  75S 

Rayfyt,  throw  hyr  mekill  flycht, 
Samuel's  fpyrite  als  tite, 
Or  in  hys  (led  the  iwill  fpyrite. 
That  gaiff  rycht  graith  anfuer  hjT  to. 
Bot  off  hyrfelff  rycht  nocht  wyft  fchc.  760 

And  man  is  into  dreding  ay 
Off  things  that  he  has  herd  fay ; 
Namly  off  things  to  cum  quhill  he 
Knaw  off  the  end  the  certante. 
And  fen  thai  ar  in  fie  wenyng,  7^S 

Forowtyne  certante  off  wytting, 
Methink  quha  fayis  he  knawis  things 
To  cum,  he  makys  gret  gabbings. 

Bot  quheythir  fche  that  tauld  the  King 
How  hys  purpofs  fuld  tak  ending,  770 

Wcnyt,  or  wyft  it  uttirly, 
It  fell  eftir  all  halyly 
As  fche  (aid.    For  fyne  King  was  he ; 
And  off  full  mekill  renounne. 

THE     END     OF     BUKE     IV* 

THE 


TH  E 

B     R     U     C     E. 


B    U    K    E      V. 


ARGUMENT. 

The  King  arrives  in  Carrie ;  and  mtb  fouf 
hundred  men  heginnis  the  deliveraunce  of  his 
kingrikfra  the  IngUs  garrifouns,^Schir  Henry 
de  Persy  flees. — Douglas  he  Jlratagem  taks 
his  awin  cajiel  in  Douglafdale. — Schir  Aymer 
deV ALL Af^GE  fends  Umfraville  till  quell  the 
King.  —  Umfraville  bribis  three  of  the 
King's  men  to  murder  him^  hot  he  kills  the 
traitours. 
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X  H I  S  wis  in  ver,  quhen  winter  tid, 
Wid)  bys  blafts  hydwyfa  to  bide. 
Was  ourdrjrwyn :  and  birds  (hiale. 
As  turtule  and  the  nychtyngale, 
Begoudi  rjrcht  (ariolly  to  fyng ; 
And  for  to  mak  in  thair  fingyng 
Swete  nots,  and  fownys  fer. 
And  melodys  plefand  to  her. 
And  trees  begouth  to  ma 
Burgeans,  and  brych  blomys  alfua. 
To  wyn  the  belying  ofF  thair  hewid. 
That  wykkyt  wjmtir  had  thaim  rewid. 
And  all  greflys  begouth  to  fpryng. 
Into  that  tyme  the  nobill  King, 
With  hjs  flote,  and  a  few  mengye, 
Thrs  hundir  I  trow  thai  mycht  be. 


19 
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Ver.  I.   Springy  1307.      Fir  is  Icelandic  at  well  m 
Latin  for  fpring.    The  defaiption  ig  pcttty* 

Vol.  I.  K  Is 
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Is  to  the  fe,  oute  oS  Aranty 
A  litill  forouth  cwyn  gane. 

Thai  rowyt  faft,  with  all  thair  mych^ 
Till  th^t  apon  t}uiim  fell,  the  nycht^ 
That  woux  myrk  apon  gret  mancr, 
Swa  that  thai  wyft  not  quhar  thai  wer* 
For  thai  na  nedill  liad,  ha  ftane ; 
Bot  rowyt  alwayis  intill  ane, 
Styrand  all  tyihe  apon  the  fyr, 
That  thai  faw  brynand  lycht  and  ichjrr. 

It  was  bot  aueatur  thaim  led : 
And  thai  in  fchort  tyme  fit  thakn  iped, 
That  at  the  fyr  arywyt  thai ; 
And  went  to  land  bot  mar  delay. 
And  CuTBERT,  that  has  fene  the  fyr. 
Wis  full  off  angyr,  and  off^ire  \ 
For  be  diirft  not  do  it  away  \ 
And  wis  alfua  dowtand  ay 
Thai  hys  lord  fuild  pafs  to  fe, 
Tharfor  thair  cummyn  waytit  Jie : 
And  met  thaim  at  thair  arywing. 
He  wis  weile  fone  broucht  to  die  King, 
That  fpcryt  at  hym  how  he  had  done. 
And  he  with  far  hart  tauld  hym  fone, 
How  that  he  fimd  nane  weill  lyfiand^ 
Bot  all  war  fayis,  that  he  fand. 
And  that  the  Lord  the  Persy, 
With  ner  thre  hundir  in  ctimpany. 


) 
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Was  in  the  caftell  thar  befid,  45 

Fullfellyt  off  difpyt  and  prid. 

Bot  oia  tfian  twa  parts  off  hys  rowt 

War  herbcr]rt  m  the  toune  without; 

"  And  difpytyt  yow  mar,  Schir  King^ 

**  Than  men  may  difpyt  ony  thing.'*  5a 

Than  faid  the  King,  in  full  gret  ire, 

*  Tratour,  quhy  maid  yow  than  the  fyr  ?' 

«  A !  Schyr,"  iaid  he,  "  fa  God  me  fe ! 

"  The  fyr  wis  newyr  maid  for  me. 

**  Na,  or  the  nycht,  I  wyft  it  not;  55 

<«  Bot  fra  I  wyft  it  weill  I  thocht 

<*  That  ye,  and  haly  your  mengye, 

*'  In  hy  fuld  put  yow  to  the  fe. 

**  Forthy  I  cum  to  mete  yow  her, 

*'  To  tell  perills  that  niay  apper."  6p 

The  King  wes  off  hys  fpek  angry, 
And  aflcyt  hys  priwe  men,  in  hy, 
Quhat  at  thaim  thocht  wes  beft  to  do. 
Schyr  Eduuard  fryft  anfueryt  thar  to, 
Hys  brodyr  that  wis  fwa  hardy,  65 

And  iaid  j  *'  I  fay  yow  fekyrly 

«Thar 

Ver.  45.  The  caftle  of  Tnmberry  in  Carrick»  the  pi. 
trimonial  country  of  Bruce,  whofe  anceilors  were  earls  of 
Carrick  j  and  who  tlience  expe^ed  to  find  the  people  there 
more  attached  lb  him,  than  iho&  of  any  other  part  of 
Scodand. 

Ver.  65.  Prince  Edward^s  charafler  will  appear  to  the 
mderi  from  the  account  of  his  a^ilons  in  Ireland  detailed  i'a 
K%  this 


132  T«ilE        BRUCE: 

'-**  Thar  fall  na  perill,  that  may  be, 
**  Dryve  me  eftfonys  to  the  fe. 
*'  Myne  auentur  her  talc  will  I, 
«  Quhethir  it  be  esfuU  or  angry.**  yi 

*  Brodyr,'  *ie  faid,  *  fen  yow  wiD  fua, 
*lt  is  gud  that  we  famyn  ta, 

*  Diffefe  or  efe,  or  payne  or  play, 
<  Eftyr  as  God  will  us  purway. 

*  And  fen  men  fay  that  the  Persy  jri 

*  Myne  heritage  will  occupy ; 

*  And  hys  menye  fa  ner  us  lyis, 
«  That  us  difpyts  mony  wyfs ; 

*  Ga  we,  and  wenge  fum  off  the  difpyt. 

*  And  that  may  we  haifFdone  als  tite ;  80 

*  For  thai  ly  traiftly,  but  dreding 

*  Off  us,  or  off  owr  her  cummyng. 

*  And  thouch  we  fleping  flew  thaim  all, 

*  Repruff  tharof  na  man  fall. 

'  For  werrayour  na  forfs  fuld  ma,  85 

*  Quheythir  he  mycht  ourcum  his  fa 

*  Throw  ftrenth,  or  throw  futelte ; 

*  Bot  that  gud  faifh  ay  haldyn  be.* 

Quhcn  this  wis  faid  thai  went  thalr  way ; 
And  to  the  toune  fone  cummyn  ar  thai,  '99 

Sa  priwily,  but  noyifs  making, 
That  nane  perfawyt  thair  cummyng. 

this  poem,  to  have  been  bold  to  excefs,  and  untempered  by 
the  prudence  which  ihincs  in  that  of  his  brother  the  king. 
Vcr.  S7.  Dolus  an  virSiUf  quis  in  bojte  requhit. 

Thai 
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Thai  flcalyt  throw  the  towne  in  by; 

And  brak  up  durs  fturdely, 

And  flew  all  that  thai  mycht  ourtak ;  95 

And  tfaaiythat  na  defence  moucht  mak. 

Full  petowfly  gan  rar  and  cry  ; 

And  thai  flew  thaim  difpitowfly.   . 

As  thai  that  war  in  full  gud  will 

To  wenge  the  angyr,  and  the  ill,  lOO 

That  thai,  and  thairs,  had  thaim  wrocht; 

With  (a  feloun  will  thaim  foucht. 

That  thai  flew  thaim  euir  ilkane, 

Owtane  Makdowell  hym  allane. 

That  efchapyt,  throw  gret  flycht,  105 

And  throw  die  myrknes  ofF  the  nycht» 

In  the  caftell  the  Lord  the  Persy 
Hard  weill  the  noyis,  and  the  cry : 
Sa  did  the  men,  that  within  wrr. 
And  full  efFraytly  gat  thair  ger.  ixa 

Bot  oflF  thaim,  wis  nane  fa  hardy, 
Thait  euir  ifchyt  fourth  to  the  cry. 
In  fie  eflPiray  thai  baid  that  nycht. 
Till  on  the  morn,  that  day  wes  lycht ; 
And  than  fefjt  into  party  115* 

The  noyis,  the  flawchtyr,  and  the  cry. 

The  King  gert  be  depertyt  then 
All  hale  the  reff  amang  the  men. 
And  duellyt  all  ftill  thar  dayis  thre. 
Sic  hanfell  to  that  folk  gaiiF  he,  120 

K  3  Rycht 
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Rycht  in  the  fyrft  bcginnyng, 
Ncwlings  at  hys  ary wyng. 

Quhen  that  the  King,  and  hys  folk,  war 
Arywyt,  as  I  tauld  yow  ar, 

A  quhill  in  Karryk  Xtyniyt  he,  lij 

To  fe  quha  freynde,  or  fa,  wald  be, 
Bot  he  fand  litill  tendyrnefs. 
And  nocbt  forthy  the  puple  wes 
Inclynyt  till  hym  in  party; 

Bot  Inglifs  men  fa  angrely  i^ 

Led  thaim  with  daunger,  and  with  aw. 
That  thai  na  freyndfchip  durft  hym  fchaW. 
Bot  a  lady  off  that  cuntr^ 
That  wis  till  hym  in  ner  degre 
OfFcofynage,  wis  wondir  blyth  135 

Off  hys  arywyng ;  alfwyth 
Sped  hyr  till  hym,.  in  full  gret  hy^ 
With  fourty  men  in  cumpany : 
And  betaucht  thaim  all  to  the  King, 
Till  help  hym  in  hys  werraying.  1^0 

And  he  refawyt  thaim  in  daynt^ 
And  hyr  full  grctly  thankyt  he  ^ 
And  fperyt  tythands  off  the  Que  yni^ 
And  off  hys  fireynds  all  bedene, 
That  he  had  left  in  that  country  1^^ 

Quhen  that  he  put  hym  to  die  fe. 
And  fche  hym  tauld,  fichand  full  bx^ 
How  that  hys  brothyr  takyn  war 

In 
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In  the  caftell  off  Kyldromy^ 

And  deftroyit  fa  welanyfly :  i^O 

And  the  Eric  of  Athall  alfua. 

And  how  the  Qubtnb,  and  ethyr  ma^       • 

That  till  hys  party  wer  heldand. 

War  tane,  and  led  in  Inglandj 

And  put  in  feloun  prlfoune.  i^^ 

And  how  that  Cristolb  ofFSETouir 

Was  flayn,  gretand  fche  tauld  the  King^ 

Xhat  forowfuU  wes  off  that  tithing. 

And  laid,  quhen  he  had  thocht  a  thraw, 

Tliir  words,  that  I  fall  yow  fchaw.  160 

^  Allacc,"  he  laid,  «  for  luff  off  me^ 

^  And  for  thair  mekill  lawte, 

*^  Thaife  nobill  men,  and  thaife  worthy, 

^  Ar  deftroyit  la  welanyfly ! 

*^  Bot  and  I  leyff  in  lege  powyfte,  165 

^  Thar  deid  rycht.weill  (all  wengyt  be. 

<«  The  King  the  quheyr  off  Ingland 

^  Thocht  that  the  kynryk  off  Scotland 

((  Was  to  litill  to  tfaain^  and  me^ 

<^  Tharfor  he  ymXL  it  myn  all  be.  1^0 

*^  Bot  off  gud  Cristole  off  Sktovn, 

^'  That  was  off  fa  nobill  renoun, 

^  That  he  fuld  dey  war  gret  pit^ 

^  Bot  quhar  warlchip  myt  prowyt  be* 

Ver.  151.  The  eari  of  Athele  was  executed  u  a  traitor  at 
loDdon.    See  Mauds^  ii.  X4. 

Ver.  156.  Sir  Chriftopher  Seton,  who  had  married  the 
^g*t  ilfta:>  was  executed  at  Dumfries.    Ihid^ 

K4  The 
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The  King  fichauid  thus  maid  fays  niayn ; 
And  the  lady  hyr  leyff  has  tayne : 
And  went  hyr  hame  till  hyr  wennyng. 
And  fele  [yd  comfort  the  King 
Bath  with  Aluer,  and  with  mete. 
Sic  as  fche  in  the  land  mycht  get. 

And  he  oft  ryot  all  the  land, 
And  maid  all  hys  that  euir  he  fand  ; 
And  fyne  drew  hym  till  the  hycht. 
To  ftynt  bcttir  hys  fayis  mycht* 

In  all  that  tyme  wis  the  Persy, 
With  a  ftdl  fympill  cumpany, 
In  Turnberyfs  caftell  lyand. 
For  the  King  Robert  fwa  dredand. 
That  he  durft  not  ifch  ftirth  to  fayr 
Fra  thence  to  the  caftell  dSAyVy 
That  wis  then  full  ofF  Inglifmen ; 
Bot  lay  lurkand  as  in  a  den. 
Till  the  men  oiF  Nortbummyrland 
Sold  cum  armyt,  and  with  ftrang  hand 
Conwoy  hym  till  hys  cuntre. 
For  hys  Ciynd  till  thaim  fend  he» 
And  thai  in  hy  afTemblyt  then, 
Pafland,  I  weyne,  a  thoufand  men  ; 
And  zXkyt  awtfement  thaim  amang, 
Quheythlr  that  thai  fuld  duell  or  gang, 


»  u   K    E     r*  i37 

Bot  diai  watr  ikowurand  wondir  &r, 

St  £ur  into  Scotland  for  to  far. 

For  a  Icnycht,  Schyr  Gawter  the  Lele, 

Said  it  wis  all  to  gret  peril! 

Sa  ncr  thir  fodjourys  to  ga.  .205 

This  fpek  difcomfort  thaim  fwa. 

That  thai  had  left  all  thair  wyage, 

Na  war  a  knycht  off  gret  corage. 

That  Schyr  Roger  off  Saint  Ihon  hycht, 

That  thaim  comfort  with  all  hys  mycht.  2 icy 

And  fik  words  to  thaim  gan  fay, 

That  thai  all  famyn  held  thair  way 

Till  Tumberjj  quhar  the  Persy 

Lap  on,  and  went  with  thaim  in  hy 

In  Ingland  hys  caftell  till,  215 

Forbwtync  diftrowblyne  or  ilL 

Now  in  Ingland  is  the  Persy, 
Quhar  I  trow  he  a  quhill  fall  ly, 
Or  that  he  fchap  hym  for  to  fayr 
To  wcrray  Carryk  ony  mar,  220 

For  he  wyft  he  had  na  rycht ; 
And  als  he  dreid  the  Kings  mycht. 
That  in  Carryk  wes  trawailland. 
In  the  maift  ftrenth  off  the  land. 

Quhar  Jamys  off  Dowolas,  on  a  day,     225 
Come  to  the  Kyng,  and  gan  hym  fay, 
"  Schyr,  with  your  levc,  I  wald  ga  fe 
"  How  that  thai  do  m  my  cuntiej 

««  And 
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**  And  quhow  my  men  demanyt  ar. 

^  For  it  annoyis  me  wondir  6r  230 

«  That  the  Clyffurd,  6l  pcfebylly, 

•*  Brukys  and  haldys  the  fenyowry, 

*  That  fuld  be  myne  with  all  kyn  rycht. 
^  Bot  quhill  I  lyiF,  and  may  haifF  mychc 

•*  To  lede  a  yowman,  or  a  fwayne,  235 

**  He  fall  not  bruk  it  but  bargayne." 
The  Kino  (aid, '  Certs  I  cannot  fe 

*  How  that  yow  yhct  may  fekyr  be 
^  Into  that  countre  for  to  br^ 

*  Quhar  Ingli/s  men  fe  mychty  ar ;         ^  240 

*  And  yow  watc  nocht  quha  is  thy  freynd.* 
He  faid,  "  Schyr,  nedways  I  will  wend, 

^  And  tak  the  auentur  God  will  gyff, 

"  Quithjrr  it  be  to  dey  or  lyfF," 

The  King  faid, '  Sen  it  is  fwa,  245 

*  That  you  fie  yarnyng  has  to  ga, 

*  Yow  fall  pafs  fiirth  with  my  blyfling. 

*  And  gifF  the  hapnys  ony  thing 

*  That  anoyis  or  fcaithfull  be, 

*  I  pray  ye  fpcd  ye  fone  to  me ;  230 
<  And  tak  we  famyn  quhateuir  may  M/ 

**  I  grante,"  he  faid :  and  tharwithali 
He  lowtyt ;  and  hys  leve  has  tane. 
And  towart  hys  cuntre  is  he  gane« 

Now  takys  James  hys  wiage  255 

Towart  Dowglas^  hys  heritage, 

With 
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With  twa  yemen,  Torowtyn  ma  ; 

Tliat  wis  a  fimple  ftufF  to  ta, 

A  land  or  a  caftell  to  wyiu 

The  quheyr  he  yarnyt  to  begyn  ato 

To  bring  purpols  till  ending ; 

For  gud  help  is  in  giid  begynnyng. 

For  gud  begynnyng,  and  hardy, 

GifF  it  be  folowit  wittily. 

May  ger  oftTyfs  unlikly  thing  265 

Cum  to  iuU  conabill  ending. 

Swa  did  it  her;  bot  he  wis  wyfs. 

And  faw  he  mycht,  on  na  kyn  wyft, 

Werray  hys  h,  with  ewyn  mycht, 

Tharfor  he  diocht  to  wyrk  with  flycht*  170 

And  in  DowglafJale^  hys  cuntre, 

Apon  an  ^wynnyng  entryt  he. 

And  then  a  man  wennyt  tharby. 

That  was  off  freynds  wcill  mychty. 

And  rych  of  moUe,  and  oiF  cateill ;  275 

And  had  bene  till  hjrs  iiidyr  leiU ; 

And  till  hymielfF,  in  hys  youthed, 

He  haid  done  mony  a  thankfull  deid. 

Thom  Dicson  wis  hys  name  per&y. 

Till  h]rm  he  fend ;  and  gan  hym  pray  2S0 

That  he  wald  cum  all  allenarly. 

For  to  fpek  with  hym  priuely. 

And  he  bot  daunger  till  hym  gais ; 

Bot  fra  he  tauld  hym  quhat  he  wais. 

He  gret  for  joy,  and  for  pit6,  28  j 

And  hym  rycht  till  byt  houis  had  he*. 

Qubar 
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Quhar  in  a  chambre  priuely 
He  held  hym,  and  hys  cumpany, 
That  nane  had  off  hym  perfawing. 
Off  mete,  and  drinJc,  and  othyr  thing, 
That  mycht  thaim  eyfs,  thai  had  plente. 
Sa  wroucht  he  throw  futelte. 
That  all  the  lele  men  off  that  land. 
That  with  hys  fadyr  war  duelland, 
This  gud  man  gert  cum,  ane  and  ane. 
And  mak  hym  manrent  euir  ilkane. 
And  he  hymfclff  fyrft  homage  maid* 
DowGLAS  in  hart  gret  glaidfchip  haid> 
That  the  gud  men  off  hys  cuntre 
Wald  fwag^te  till  hym  bounden  be» 
He  fperyt  the  conwyne  off  the  land. 
And  quha  the  caftell  had  in  hand. 
And  thai  hym  tauld  all  halyly ; 
And  fyne  amang  thaim  priuily 
T^hai  ordanyt,  that  he  flill  fuld  be 
In  hiddillis,  and  in  priwete. 
Till  Palme  Sonday,  that  wis  ner  hand. 
The  thrid  day  eftyr  folowand. 
For  than  the.  folk  off  that  cuntre 
Aflemblyt  at  the  kyrk  wald  be. 
And  thai,  that  in  the  caftell  wer, 
Wald  als  be  thar  thair  palmys  to  ber ; 
As  folk  that  had  na  dred  of  ill  i 
For  thai  thocht  all  wis  at  thair  will. 
Th^n  fuld  he  cum  with  hys  twa  men, 
Sot,  for  that  men  fuld  not  hym  ken. 
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He  fiild  a  mantill  haifF  auld  and  bar, 

And  a  flaill,  as  he  a  threfscher  war. 

Undir  the  maiitill  not  forthy 

He  fuld  be  armyt  priuely.  jab 

And  quhen  the  men  ofF  hys  cuntrc, 

That  fuld  all  boune  befbr  hym  be, 

Hys  enfonye  mycht  her  hym  <rry, 

Then  fuld,thai  full  cnforcely, 

Rycht  in  the  myddys  the  kirk,  aflaill  315 

The  IngUfmen  with  hard  bataill, 

Swa  that  nane  m}'cht  efchaip  tharfra; 

For  thartl^oucii  trowyt  thai  to  ta 

The  caftell,  that  befid  wis  ncr. 

And  quhen  thys,  that  I  tell  yow  her,  .33*1 

Was  deuifyt,  and  undirtane^ 

Ilk  ane  till  hys  houfs  hame  is  gane;.  .    . 

And  held  this  fpek  in  priuity. 

Till  the  day  oiF  thair  aiTembly. 

The  folk  apon  the  fermoun  day  335 

Held  to  Sayint  Brids  kyrk  thair  way ; ' 

Ver.  317.  The  cl6fe  veft  with  flcevcs,  and  mantle  or 
doke  over  it,  m  the  Spanl(h  falhion,  were  long  the  drefs  of 
the  men  in  Scotland*  poor  as  well  as  rich*  See  Pdtlis  I^Jlr 
¥Uf^,  and  other  old  Scotilh  poepu. 

Ver.  313.  '^he  enfigny  was  the  word  of  war,  general^ 
the  name  of  the  leader. 

Ver.  336.  The  irHh  Saint  Brigit  was  muck  fereredln 
Scotland :  and  one  of  the  earlieli  churches  in  the  countiy 
was  dedicated  to  her.  See  the  Cbromcon  PiSorum  io  InnesU 
E%. 

rahn-funday  was  the  19th  of  March^  in  1307. 

And 
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And  thai  that  in  the  caftell  war 
KchjTt  owt,  bath  les  and  mar. 
And  went  thair  palmys  for  to  ber  ; 
.  Owtane  a  cuk  and  a  porter.  340 

James  ofFDowcLAS  off  thair  cummyng. 
And  quhat  thai  war,  had  witting. 
And  fped  hym  till  the  kyrk  in  hyj 
JBot  or  he  come,  to  haftily 
Ane  off  hys  cryt,  Dowglas  !  Dowclas  !     345 
Thomas  Dickson,  that  nerreft  was 
Till  thaim  that  war  off  the  cafteU,      ^ 
That  war  all  innouth  the  chancell, 
Quhen  he  Dowct as  !  fwa  hey  herd  cry, 
Drew  owt  hys  fwcrdj  and  fellely  350 

Rufchyt  amai^  thaim  to  and  fmi 

Bot  ane  or  twa,  forow>tyn  ma. 

Then  in  hy  war  left  lyand, 

Quhill  DowGLAS  come  rycht  at  hand. 

And  then  enfbrcyt  on  thaim  the  cryi  355 

Bot  thai  the  chanfell  fturdely 

Held,  and  thaim  defendyt  wele. 

Till  off  thair  men  wis  flayne  fum  dell. 

Bot  the  DowoLAS  fwa  weill  hym  bar. 

That  all  the  men,  that  with  hym  war,  360 

Had  comfort  off  hys  weill  doying; 

And  he  hym  fpar)rt  na  kyn  thing, 

Bot  prowyt  fa  hys  force  in  fycht^ 

That  throw  hys  worfchip,  and  hys  mych^ 

Hys 
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Hys  men  fa  kcynly  hdpyt  Aan,  365 

Tbait  thai  the  chanTell  on  thaim  wan. 

Than  dang  thai  on  fa  hardely, 

That  in  fchort  tyme  men  mycht  fc  ly 

The  twa  part  dede,  or  than  deand. 

The  lave  war  fcfyt  fone  in  hand.  373 

Swa  that  off  thrcty  levyt  nanc, 

That  thai  ne  war  flayne  xHcan,  or  tane. 

James  off  Dowglas,  quhen  Ais  wis  done. 
The  prifoners  has  he  tane  alfone ; 
And,  with  thaim  off  hys  cumpanj,  375 

Towart  the  cafteli  went  in  hy^ 
Or  hoyifs,  or  cry,  fuld  ryfs. 
And  for  he  wald  thaim  fone  furpryfs. 
That  Icwyt  in  the  caftell  war, 
Thai  war  but  twa  forowtyn  mar,  380 

Fyre  men,  or  fex,  befor  fend  he. 
That  fand  all  opyntbc  cntre. 
And  cntryt,  and  the  porter  tnk 
Rycht  at  the  yate,  and  fyne  the  cuk.  ^ 

With  that  DowG&AS  come  to  the  yate,  385 

And  entryt  in,  ferowtyn  debate ; 
And  fand  the  mete  adl  rcdy  grathit. 

With  burdys  fet,  and  clathis  layit^ 

The  yhatts  then  he  gert  fper, 

And  fat,  and  eyt  all  at  layfer.  39O 

Syne  all  the  guds  turffyt  thai. 

That  thaim  thocht  thai  mycbt  haiff  away« 

And 
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Aad  manly  wapnys,  and  armyng,  t 

Sillier,  and  tr«(bur,  and  clethyng ; 

Wyflallis,  that  mycht  nocht  turfjrt  be,  395 

On  this  maner  deftroyit  he  ; 

All  the  wi<Etallis  owten  lalt, 

Als  quheyt,  and  flour,  and  meiU,  and  mal^ 

In  the  wyne  fellar  gert  he  bring  ; 

And  famyn  on  the  flur  all  flyng.  4CO   j 

And  the  prifoners  that  he  had  tane 

Rycht  tharin  gert  he  held  ilkane ; 

Syne  off  he  towonys  the  heids  outftrak  ; 

A  ibule  melle  thar  gane  he  mak. 

For  meill,  and  malt^  and  blud,  and  wyne,        405 

Ran  all  togeddyr  in  a  mellyne. 

That  wes  unfemly  for  to  fe. 

Tharfor  the  men  off  that  countre 

^or  fwa  fele  thar  mellyt  wer, 

Callyt  it  the  Dowglat  Larimr.  410 

Syne  tuk  he  fait,  as  I  hard  tell. 

And  ded  horfs,  and  forded  the  welL 

And  brynt  all,  outakyn  ftane  ; 

And  is  forth,  with  hys  mengye,  gayne 

Tin  hys  refett ;  for  hym  thocht  wcill,  415 

GifF  he  had  haldyn  the  caftell. 

It  had  bene  ailegyt  raith  \ 

And  that  hym  thocht  to  mekill  waith. 

For  he  ne  had  hop  ofF  reflcewyng. 

And  it  is  to  peralous  thing  420 

Vcr,  403.  He  daihed  off  die  tops  of  the  tuns  of  wine. 

In 
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In  caftell  aifegyt  to  be, 

Quhar  want  is  off  thir  things  thre, 

WidsuU,  or  men  with  thair  armyng, 

Or  than  gud  hop  off  refcuyng. 

And  for  he  dred  thir  things  fuld  hilcj  425 

He  chefyt  furthwart  to  trawaill, 

Quhar  he  mycht  at  hys  larges  be ; 

And  fwa  dryve  forth  hys  deftane. 

On  this  wyfe  wis  the  caftell  tan. 
And  flayne  that  war  tharin  ilkane.  43a 

The  DowGLAS  fyne  all  hys  menye 
Gcrt  in  fer  placis  depcrtyt  be ; 
For  men  fold  wyt  quhar  thai  war, 
That  yeid  depertyt  her  and  thar. 
Thaim  that  war  wowndyt  gert  he  ly  435 

Intill  hiddillis,  all  priuely ; 
And  gert  gud  leches  till  thaim  bring, 
Quhill  that  thai  war  intill  heling. 
And  hymfelff,  with  a  few  menyc, 
Quhile  ane,  quhile  twa,  and  quhile  thre,  440 

And  umquhill  all  hym  allane, 
In  biddilis  throw  the  land  is  gane. 
Sa  dred  he  Ingllfs  mennhys  mycht, 
That  he  durft  not  weile  cum  in  fycht. 
For  thai  war  that  tyme  all  weldand  445 

As  maift  lords,  our  all  the  land. 

Bot  tythands,  that  fcals  foiie, 
"^Off  this  deid  that  Dowclas  has  done. 

Vol.  L  L  Come 
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Come  to  the  Cliffuro  his  ere,  in  by. 

That  for  his  tynfaill  was  (ary ;  45a 

And  menyt  hys  men  that  thai  had  flayne. 

And  fyne  has  to  purpofs  tane^ 

To  big  the  caftell  up  agayne. 

Tharfor,  as  man  of  mekill  mayne^ 

He  aflemblyt  gret  cumpany,  455 

And  till  Dowglas  he  went  in  by. 

And  biggyt  up  the  caftell  fwyth ; 

And  maid  it  rycht  ftalwart  and  ftyth ; 

And  put  tharin  wi6bllis,  and  men. 

Ane  ofFthe  Thyrwallys  then  460 

He  left  behind  hym  capitane, 

And  fyne  till  Ingland  went  agajrne* 

Into  Carryk  yis  the  King, 
With  a  full  fymple  gadryng ; 
He  paffyt  not  twa  hunder  men.  465 

Bot  Schyr  Eduuard,  hys  brodyr,  dien 
Wes  in  GaUoway^  weiU  ner  hym  by, 
With  hym  ane  othyr  cumpany. 
That  held  the  ftrenthis  oiF  the  land. 
For  thai  durft  not  yeit  talc  on  hand  470 

Till  ourrid  the  land  planly. 
For  ofF  Walencb  Schyr  Amery 
Was  intill  Edynburgb  lyand, 
That  yeit  was  wardane  ofF  the  land. 


Vcr.  463.  The  eaftcm  woods  and  wilds  of  Camck 
long  the  refuge  of  our  hero. 

Undirneytb 
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Undirneyth  the  Inglijs  King.  475 

And  quhen  he  herd  off  the  cummyng 

Off  King  Robert,  and  h^rs  mengye, 

Into  Carry k ;  and  how  that  be 

Haid  flayne  off  the  Persys  men; 

Hys  cunfaill  he  aflemblyt  then.  480 

And,  with  affent  off  hys  cunfaill. 

He  fent  till  Ar^  bym  till  affaill, 

Schyr  Ingrame  Bell,  that  wis  hardy, 

And  with  him  a  gret  cumpany. 

And  quhen  Schyr  Ingrame  cummyn  wis  thar, 
Hym  thocht  not  fpeidfuil  for  till  far,  486 

Till  ailaile  hym  into  the  hycht. 
Tharfor  he  thocht  to  wyrk  with  flycht  $ 
And  lay  ilill  in  the  caftaill  than. 
Till  he  gat  fperyng  that  a  man  490 

Off  Carrik^  that  wes  (ley  and  wycht, 
And  a  man  als  off  mekill  mycht, 
As  off  the  men  off  that  countre 
Was  to  the  King  Robert  maift  priuc. 
And  he  that  wis  his  fib  man  ner,  495 

And  quhen  he  wald,  forowtyn  danger, 
Mycht  to  the  Kings  prefencc  ga. 
Thar  quheyr  he,  and  hys  fonnys  twa. 
War  wonnand  ftill  in  the  cuntre. 
For  thai  wald  not  pcrfawyit  be,  500 

That  thai  war  fpeciall  to  the  King, 
Thai  maid  hym  mony  tyme  warnyng, 

L  2  Qyhea 
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Quhen  that  thai  hys  tyn&ill  mycht  &• 

Forthy  in  thaim  afFyit  he. 

Hys  name  can  I  not  tell  periay.  505 

fiot  Ik  haifF  herd  fyndry  men  fay 

That  he  wis  the  maift  dowtit  man 

That  in  Carrik  lewyt  than. 

And  quhen  Schyr  Ingrame  gat  witting 
Forfuth  this  wis  na  gabbing,  510 

Eftyr  hym  in  hy  he  fent ; 
And  he  come  at  hys  cummandment. 
Schyr  Ingrame,  that  wis  fley  and  wiis, 
Tretyt  with  hym  than  on  fie  wyfs. 
That  he  maid  fekyr  undirtaking  515 

By  trefounc  for  to  flay  the  King. 
And  he  fuld  haiff  for  hys  feruice, 
Giff  he  fullfillyt  thair  diuice, 
Weill  fourty  pounds  worth  off  land 
Till  hym,  and  till  hys  ayrs  ay  laftand.  520 

The  trefoune  thus  is  undirtane ; 
And  he  hame  till  hys  houfs  is  gane. 
And  wattyt  opportunity 
For  to  fuUfill  hys  mawytc. 

In  gret  perill  than  was  the  King,  525 

That  off  this  trefoune  wyft  na  thing. 
For  he,  that  he  traifted  maift  of  ane, 
Hys  dede  falfly  has  undertane : 

And 
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And  xiane  m?y  betreyrs  tyttzx  than  he 

That  man  in  trowis  leawt6.  530 

The  King  in  hym  traiftyt:  forthy 

He  had  fullfillyt  hys  felouny, 

Ne  war  the  King,  throw  Godds  grace, 

Gate  hale  witting  oflF  hys  purchyace ; 

And  how,  and  for  how  melcill  land,  535 

He  tuk  hys  flauchtyr  apon  hand. 

I  wate  not  quha  the  warnyng  maid  $ 
Bot  on  all  tyme  fie  hap  he  had. 
That  quhen  men  fchup  thatm  to  be  baifs. 
He  gate  witting  tharoiF  alwayis.  540 

And  mony  tyme,  as  I  herd  fay. 
Throw  wemen,  that  he  wyth  wald  play, 
Tliat  wald  tell  all  that  thai  mycht  her. 
And  fwa  mycht  happyn  that  it  fell  her. 

'  Bot  quhow  that  euir  it  fell,  perde,  545 

I  trow  he  fall  the  warrer  be. 
Not  forthy,  the  tratour  ay 
Had  in  hys  thocht,  bath  night  and  day. 
How  he  mycht  beft  bring  till  ending 
Hys  trefounabill  undertaking.  550 


Ver.  54».  Robert  was,  like  Henry  IV.  of  France,  of  an 
amoroas  comple^lion,  but  even  this  his  prudence  turned  to  hit 
iatereft,  whereas  Henry's  would  have  ruined  his  affairs,  if 
he  had  not  been  much  indebted  to  fortune.  Cxlar  is  alfo 
fidd  to  have  ufed  Cupid's  bow  as  a  political  machine. 

L3  TUl 


150  THE     brucb: 

Till  he  unbethinkand  hym,  at  the  laft, 

Intill  hys  hart  gan  undercaft, 

That  the  King  had  in  cuftome  ay 

For  to  ryfs  arly  ilk  day, 

And  pafs  weill  far  from  hys  menye,  355 

Quhen  he  wald  pafs  to  the  prcwc, 

And  fek  a  cowert  hym  allanc ; 

Or  at  the  maift  with  hym  ane. 

Thar  thocht  he,  with  hys  fonnys  twa. 

For  to  furpryfs  the  King,  and  fla.  56Q 

And  fyne  went  to  the  wod  thair  way ; 

Bot  yheit  ofFpurpofs  failit  thai. 

And  not  forthy  thai  come  all  thrc 

In  a  cowert,  that  wis  priwc, 

Quhar  the  King  oft  wis  wont  to  ga,  565 

Hys  priwe  nedys  for  to  ma. 

Thair  hid  thai  thaim  till  hys  cummyng. 
And  the  King,  into  the  momyng^ 
Raifs  quhen  that  hys  liking  wes. 
And  rycht  towart  that  cowert  gais,  579 

Quhar  liand  war  the  tratours  three. 
For  to  do  thar  hys  priuete. 
To  trefoun  tuk  he  than  na  heid  : 
Bot  he  was  wont,  quhareuir  he  yeid, 
Hys  fwerd  about  hys  hals  to  ber ;  575 

And  that  awaillyt  hym  gretle  ther. 

For 

Ver.  575.  The  long  two-handed  fword  was  ufually  hung 
round  the  neck,  at  its  length  forbad  any  other  mode.     In 

battie 
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For  had  not  God  all  thing  weldand 

Sic  help  intill  hys  awyne  hand. 

He  had  bene  dede,  withowtyn  dreid. 

A  chamber  page  thar  with  hym  yeid,  580 

And  fwa,  forowtyn  felowis  ma, 

Towart  the  cowcrt  gan  he  ga. 

Now  bot  God  help  the  nobill  King, 
He  is  nerhand  till  hys  ending. 
For  that  cowerr,  that  he  yeid  tiU,  585 

Wes  on  the  tothyr  fid  a  hill. 
That  nane  off  hys  men  mycht  it  fe. 
Thydderwart  went  hys  page  and  he. 
And  he  cummyn  wes  in  the  fchaw. 
He  faw  the  thre  cum  all  on  raw  590 

Agaynis  hym,  full  fturdely : 
Than  till  hys  boy  be  (aid  in  hy, 
**  Yon  men  will  flay  us,  and  thai  may. 
**  Quhat  wapyn  has  yow  ?  **  *  Ha  Sch]rr,  pcrfiiy, 
'  I  haiff  bot  a  bow^  and  a  wyr.'  595 

«  Giff  me  thaim  finertly  bath/'    *A!  Schyr, 
*  How  gate  will  you  that  I  do  ?  * 
^  Stand  on  fer  and  behald  us  to. 
*•  Giff  yow  fcis  me  abowyn  be, 
**  Yow  fall  haiff  wappynys  grct  plente :  600 

**  And  giff  I  dey  withdraw  yow  fonc." 
With  thir  words,  forowtyn  hone, 

batde  the  (hield  was  generally  fufpended  from  the  oeck, 
that  both  hands  might  be  ufed  in  ofl^ce, 
Vcr,  595.  A  wyr  it  an  arrow. 
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He  tite  the  bow  owt  off  hys  hand, 
For  the  tratours  war  ner  cummand. 
The  fadyr  had  a  fwerd  hot  mar  j 
The  tothyr  bath  fwerd  and  hand  ax  bar  5 
The  thred  a  fwerd  had  and  a  fper. 
The  King  perfawyt,  be  thair  affer, 
That  all  wes  as  men  had  hym  tauld. 
"  Traitour,"  he  faid,  "  yow  has  me  fauld. 
"  Cum  na  forthyr ;  bot  hald  thee  thar. 
"  I  will  you  cum  na  farthyr  mar.* 

*  A !  Schyr,  unbethink  yow,'  faid  he, 

*  How  ner  that  I  fuld  to  yow  be. 

*  Quha  fuld  cum  ner  yow  bot  I  ? ' 
The  King  laid,  "  I  will  fekerly 

^*  That  yow,  at  thys  tyme,  cum  not  ner ; 
"  Yow  may  fay  quhat  yow  will  on  fer." 
Bot  he,  with  fals  words  flechand. 
Was  with  hys  twa  fonnys  cummand. 
Quhen  the  King  faw  he  wald  not  let, 
3ot  ay  come  on  fenycand  falfet, 
He  taiilyt  the  wyir,  and  let  it  fley, 
And  hyt  the  fadyr  in  the  ey, 
Till  it  r)'cht  in  the  harnys  ran. 
And  he  bakwart  fell  doun  rycht  than* 
The  brodyr,  that  the  hand  ax  bar, 
Swa  faw  hys  fadyr  Hand  thar, 
A  gyrd  rycht  to  the  King  couth  he  maik, 
And  with  the  ax  hym  ourftraik. 
Bot  he,  that  had  hys  fwerd  on  hycht, 
Roucht  hym  fie  rout^  in  randoun  rycht, 
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That  he  the  hcde  till  the  harnyfs  claifF, 

And  dede  doun  till  the  erd  hym  draiff. 

The  tothyr  brodyr,  that  bar  the  fper,  635 

Saw  hys  brodyr  fallin  ther, 

And  with  the  fper,  as  angry  man, 

V^ith  a  raifs  till  the  King  he  ran. 

Bot  the  King,  that  hym  dred  fumthing, 

Waytyt  the  fper  in  the  cummyng,  640 

And  with  a  wyfk  the  hed  oflF  ftrak  ; 

And  or  the  tothyr  had  toyme  to  tak 

Hys  fwerd,  the  King  fic  fwak  him  gaiff^ 

That  he  the  hede  till  the  harnys  claiff. 

He  rufchyt  doun  ofF  blud  all  reid,  645 

And  quhen  the  King  faw  thai  war  deid. 
All  thre  lyand,  he  wepit  his  brand. 
With  that  hys  boy  come  feft  rynnand. 
And  faid,  *  Our  Lord  mot  lowyt  be, 

*  That  grauntyt  yow  mycht  and  powfte  650 

*  To  fell  the  felny,  and  the  prid, 

*  OfFthir  thre  in  fwa  litill  tid.' 

The  King  faid,  **  Sa  our  Lord  me  fe, 

^  Thai  had  bene  worthy  men  all  thre  i 

"  Had  thai  not  bene  full  oft'  trefoun :  655 

**  Bot  that  maid  thair  confufioun." 
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ARGUMENT. 

Thi  KiKG  alane  hi  nicbt  difconjits  twa  hundred 
Gakuegiansj  and  tills  fowrtein. — The  poet  ftiUng 
the  tniraculous  hew  of  this  taky  the  onliefik  in  his 
wart  J  gies  a  Uke  enjampil  fra  Thehan  Jlorie. — 
Prais  of  viorjlnp  or  curage.  —  Duglas  kiUs 
Thirlwall. — Schir  Aymer  ^^  Vallange, 
emd  John  of  Lorn,  advaunce  again  the  King^ 
fuha  retraits^  hut  tills  five  of  LornV  men. 
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X  H  £  King  is  went  till  hys  lodgyng. 
And  off  this  deid  fone  come  tythyng 
Till  Schjrr  Ingrame  the  Umfrawill, 
That  thocht  with  futelt^  and  with  gyle, 
Haid  all  failyeit  in  that  place. 
Tharfor  anoyit  fwa  he  was. 
That  he  agayne  to  Lothyane 
Till  Schyr  Amer  hys  gate  has  tane. 
And  till  hym  tauld  all  hale  the  cafs 
That  tharoff  all  for  wondryt  wafe, 
How  ony  man  fa  fodanly 
Mycht  do  fo  gret  chewalry, 
As  did  the  King,  that  tyme  allane 
Wengeance  off  thre  tratours  has  tane. 
And  faid,  ''  Certs  I  may  weill  fe 
"  That  it  is  all  certante 
"  That  Hewyn  helpys  hardy  men : 
^  As  be  this  deid  we  may  ken. 
^  War  he  not  outrageoufs  hardy 
^  He  had  not  unabafytly 


10 


IS 


20 

«Sa 


158  THE        BRUCE: 

"  Sa  fmertly  fenc  hys  awantage. 
**  I  dredc  that  hys  gret  waflalage, 
**  And  hys  trawaill  may  bring  till  end 
**  That  at  men  quhile  full  litill  wend. 

Sic  fpcking  maid  he  off  the  King.  25 

Quha  ay,  forowtyn  fojournyng, 
Trawaillyt  in  Carrik^  her  and  thar. 
His  men  fra  hym  fa  fcalit  war, 
To  purches  thair  neceflete  ; 
And  als  the  countre  for  to  fe ;  30 

That  thai  left  not  with  hym  fexty. 
And  quhen  the  Gallowaifs  wyft  futhli 
That  he  wis  with  fa  few  mengye. 
Thai  maid  a  priwe  affemble 
Off  Weill  twa  hundir  men,  and  ma,  ^S 

And  flewth-hunds  with  thaim  gan  ta/ 
For  thai  tliocht  hym  for  to  furprifs ; 
And  giff  he  fled  on  ony  wyfs, 
To  folow  hym  with  the  hunds  fwa. 
That  he  fuld  not  efchaip  thaim  fra.        '  43 

Thai  fchup  thaim,  in  an  ewynning, 
To  furpryfs  fedanly  the  Kikg. 
And  till  hym  held  thai  ftraucht  thair  way. 
Bot  he,  that  had  hys  wachis  ay 
On  ilk  fid,  off  thair  cummyng,  45 

Lang  or  thai  come,  had  wytting : 
And  how  fele  that  thai  mycht  be. 
Tharfor  he  thocht,  with  hys  mengye, 

T<^ 
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idraw  hym  out  ofF  the  place, 
nycht  Weill  fellyn  was,  50 

'  the  nycht  he  thocht  that  thai 
t  haifF  ficht  to  hald  the  way, 
;  war  paflyt,  with  hys  menye. 
he  thocht  rycht  fwa  did  he. 
:nt  hym  down  till  a  morrafs,  5  j 

vattyr  that  rynnand  was ; 
the  bog  he  fand  a  place 
trait ;  that  weill  twa  bow-drawcht  was 
wattyr,  thai  paflTyt  haid. 
,  **  Her  may  ye  mak  abaid,  60 

reft  yow  all  a  quhill,  and  ly. 
ga  wach  all  priuely, 
Ik  her  oucht  off  thair  cummyng ; 
gifF  I  may  her  ony  thing 
ger  warn  you,  fa  that  we  65 

y  at  our  awantage  be. 

King  now  takys  hys  gate  to  ga ; 

th  hym  tuk  he  fergeands  twa. 

hyr  Gilbert  de  le  Hay  left  he 

or  to  reft  with  hys  menye.  70 

he  wattyr  he  come  in  hy, 
hyt  full  ententily 
herd  oucht  off  thair  cummyng : 
Mt  mocht  he  her  na  thing. 
I  the  wattyr  than  yeid  he  75 

hyr  fid  gret  quantete, 

And 
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And  faw  the  brayis  hey  ftandand, 

The  wattyr  how  throw  flik  rynnand : 

And  fand  na  furd  that  men  mycht  pafS| 

Bot  quhar  hymfelwys  paflit  was.  8o 

And  fwa  ftrait  wes  the  upcummyng, 

That  twa  men  mycht  not  famyn  thring, 

Na  on  na  maner  prefs  thaim  fwa, 

That  thai  togyddir  mycht  lang  to  ga. 

And  quhen  he  a  langir  quhill  had  bene  thar,  85 
He  herknyt,  and  herd  as  it  war 
A  hund's  queftionyng  on  fer, 
That  ay  come  till  hym  ner  and  ner. 
He  ftude  ftill,  for  till  herkyn  mar, 
And  ay  the  langer  he  wis  thar,  90 

He  herd  it  ner  and  ner  cummand ; 
Bot  he  thocht  he  thar  ftill  wald  ftand. 
Till  that  he  herd  mar  takynnyng. 
Than,  for  a  hund's  queftiounyng, 
He  wald  not  wakyn  hys  menye.  95 

Tharfor  he  wald  abid,  and  fe 
Quhat  folk  thai  war ;  and  quhethir  thai 
Held  towart  hym  the  rycht  way ; 
Or  paflyt  ane  othyr  way  fer  by. 
The  moyne  wis  fchynand  clerly ;  lOO 

Sa  lang  he  ftude,  that  he  mycht  her 
The  noyis  ofF  thaim  that  cummand  wer, 

Vcr.  87.  A  lionnd's  quefting  is  the  eager  yell  he  utters, 
when  in  quejl  of  his  prey. 

Then 
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Then  hys  twa  men  in  hy  fend  he 

Xo  warnc,  and  wakyn  hys  menye. 

And  thai  ar  furth  thair  wayis  ganej  105 

And  he  left  than  all  hym  allane. 

And  fw2L  ilude  he  herknand, 

Till  that  he  faw  cum  at  hys  hand 

The  hale  rout,  intill  full  gret  hy. 

Than  he  unbethocht  hym  haftily   "  no 

GifF  he  held  towart  hys  menye, 

That,  or  he  mycht  reparyt  be. 

Thai  fuld  be  paffit  the  furd  ilkane. 

And  than  behuffyt  he  chofs  ane 

Off  thir  twa,  othyr  to  fley  or  dey.  115 

Bot  hys  hart,  that  wes  ftout  and  hey, 

Confaillyt  hym  hym  allane  to  bid, 

And  kep  thaim  at  the  furds  fid ; 

And  defend  weill  the  upcummyng ; 

Sen  he  wes  warnyft  off  armyng,  I2# 

That  he  thair  arowys  hurt  not  dreid. 

And  gifF  he  war  off  gret  manheid. 

He  mycht  ftunay  thaim  euirlkane, 

Sen  thai  ne  mycht  cum  bot  ane  and  ane. 

And  did  rycht  as  hys  hart  hym  bad«  125 

Strang  outrageoufs  curage  he  had, 

Quhen  he  (a  ftoutly^  him^llane. 

For  litill  ftrenth  oiFerd,  has  tane 

To  fecht  with  twa  hunder  and  ma ! 

Tharwith  he  to  the  furd  gan  ga«  130 

Vol.  !•  M  And 
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And  thai,  apon  the  tothyr  party. 
That  faw  hym  Ibind  thar  anyrly, 
Thrangand  intill  the  wattyf  rad, 
For  ofF  hym  littill  dout  thai  had ; 
And  raid  till  hym,  in  full  gret  hy*  i jj 

He  fmate  the  fyrft  ia  wygorufly 
With  hys  fper,  that  rycht  fcharp  fchar. 
Till  he  doun  till  the  erd  hym  bar. 
The  lave  come  then,  intill  a  randoun, 
Bot  hys  horfs,  that  wes  born  down,  140 

Combryt  thain\the  upgang  to  ta. 
And  quhen  the  King  (aw  it  wis  fwa. 
He  ftekyt  the  horfs,  and  he  gan  flyng. 
And  fyne  fell, at  the  upcummyng. 

The  laifF  with  that  come  with  a  fohout ;        145 
And  he,  that  ftfdwart  wes  and  ftout. 
Met  thaim  rycht  ftoutly  at  the  bra; 
And  fa  gud  payment  gan  thaim  ma, 
*rhat  fyvefum  in  the  furd  he  flew. 
The  lave  then  fumdele  thaim  withdrew,  150 

That  dred  hys  ftrakys  wondre  far. 
For  he  in  na  thing  thaim  forbar. 

Then  faid  ane,  "  Certs  we  ar  to  blame, 
*^  Quhat  fall  vrc  fey  quhen  we  cum  hame, 
*^  Quhen  a  mfan  fechts  agayne  us  all  I  155 

^  Quha  wyft  euir  men  fa  foully  fall 
**  As  we,  giflF  that  we  thus  gat  Icve  ? " 
With  that  all  haile  a  fchout  thai  geve  s 

And 
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And  crylt,  "  On  hym !  he  may  not  laft !  *' 

*Wich  that  thai  prefTyt  bym  fit  fafl,  160 

Tliat  had  he  not  the  better  bene. 

He  had  bene  dede  withowtyn  wen« 

Boc  he  (a  gret  defence  gan  male, 

Tliat  quhar  he  hyt  ewyn  a  ftrak, 

Thar  mycht  na  thing  agayn  ftand.  165 

In  litill  fpace  he  left  liand 

Sa  fele,  that  the  upcummyn  wes  then 

Dyttyt  with  flayn  horfs  and  men. 

Swa  that  hys  iayit,  for  that  fto|>ping9 

Mycht  not  cum  to  the  upcummyng.  170 

A  !  der  God !  quha  had  then  bene  by. 
And  fene  how  he,  (a  hardyly, 
Addreflyt  hym  againe  thaim  all, 
I  wate  Weill  that  thai  fuld  hym  call 
The  bcft  that  levyt  in  hys  day.  175 

And  giiF  I  the  futh  fall  fay, 
I  herd  neuir  in  na  tyme  gane 
Ane  ftynt  ia  mony  hym  ailane* 

Suth  is  quhen  to  Ethioclis 
Fra  hys  brodyr  Polnices  180 

Was 

Vcr.  179.  The  author,  (enfible  that  4ie  ftory  he  hat  juft 
told  bat  mott  the  air  of  fable  than  any  other  incident  of  hit 
ivork,  attempu  to  rindicate  it,  by  ^ving  us  a  fimilar  exploit 
of  Tydeuty  from  the  Thebait  of  Statiue,  lib.  ii.  Sutiut 
was  a  CaYourite  poet  both  with  our  author  and  with  Chaucer* 
who,  in  hit  Houfe  of  Fame,  putt  Suttus  before  Homer. 

M  a  Abettor 
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Was  fend  Tubbeus  in  meflage, 

To  alk  haly  the  heritage 

Off  Thebes  till  hald  for  a  ycr. 

For  thai  twynis  off  a  byrth  wer. 

Thai  ftrave,  for  ayther  king  wald  be  ;  185 

Bot  the  barnage  off  thair  countre 

Gert  thaim  affent  on  this  maner, 

That  the  tane  fuld  be  king  a  yer ; 

And  then  the  toythir,  and  hys  menyCi 

Suld  not  be  fundyn  in  the  toune,  190 

Quhill  the  fyrft  brodyr  regnand  wer. 

Syne  fuld  the  tothyr  regne  a  yer ; 

And  then  the  fyrft  leve  the  land, 

Quhill  the  tothyr  war  regnand. 

Thus  ay  a  yer  fuld  regne  the  tane ;  195 

The  tothyr  a  yer  fra  that  war  gane. 

To  afk  balding  off  this  affent 
Wis  Thedeus  to  Thebes  fent. 
And  fwa  fpak  for  Polnices, 
That  off  Thebes  Ethiocles  aco 

Bad  hys  conftabill  with  hym  ta 
Men  armyt  weill,  and  furth  ga, 

A  better  apology  would  have  been  that  the  panoply  of  a 
knight  gave  him  vaft  advantage  over  a  multitude  flight]/ 
vmed.  •  When  an  army  of  French  pcafants  trofe  againit 
the  nobles,  it  is  well  known  how  few  knights  defeated  them. 

Ver.  190.  This  line  rimes  not,  except  by  founding  the 
final  /•     Editions  read  better  s 

Suld  not  b«  found  in  that  countric. 
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To  met  Thedeus  in  the  way, 
And  flay  hym  but  langer  delay. 

The  conftabill  hys  way  is  gane,  205 

And  nine  and  fourty  with  hym  tane^ 
Swa  that  he  with  thaim  maid  fyfty. 
Intill  the  cwcnnyng,  priuely, 
Thai  fet  enbufchement  in  the  way^ 
Quhar  Thbdeus  behowyt  away  216 

Betwix  ane  hey  crag  and  the  fe. 
And  he,  that  oflF  diair  mawyte 
Wyft  na  thing,  bjrs  way  has  tane. 
And  towart  gret  bargane  is  gane. 
And  as  he  raid  into  the  nycht,  215 

Sa  law  he,  wi&  the  monys  lycht^ 
Schynnyng  off  fcheldys  gret  plcntc ; 
And  bad  wondre  quhat  it  mycht  be. 
With  that  all  hale  thai  gaifF  a  cry, 
And  he,  that  hard  (a  fuddanly  220 

Sic  noyis,  fiun  dele  ai&ayit  was. 
Bot  in  fchort  tyme  he  till  hym  taes 
His  fpyryts,  full  Jiardely; 
For  hys  gentill  hart,  and  worthy, 
Afliiryt  hym  into  that  nede.  225 

Then  widi  die  fpurs  he  ftrak  the  (led, 
And  rufchyt  in  amang  thaim  all. 
The  fyrft  h^  met  he  gert  hym  fall ; 
And  fyne  hys  fwerd  he  fwappyt  ou^ 
And  roucht  about  hym  mony  rout,  .  .  ajo 

M  3  And 
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And  flew  rex-futn  foil  fone,  and  ma; 

Than  under  hym  hys  horfs  thai  flaw. 

And  he  fell ;  but  he  fmertly  rai(s, 

And  ftrykand  rowcn  about  h]Fm  maiis  ( 

And  flew  oiF  thaim  a  quantite*  23$ 

Bot  wowndyt  wondre  &r  was  he. 

With  that  a  litill  rod  he  fand. 
Up  towart  the  crag  ftrekand ; 
Thyddir  went  he,  in  full  gret  hy^ 
Defendand  hym  full  douchtely^  24O 

Till  in  the  crag  he  dam  fumdell ; 
And  fand  a  place,  endofyt  weill, 
Quhar  nane  bot  ane  mycht  hym  aflidll* 
Thar  ftud  he,  and  gaifF  thaim  bataill  | 
And  thai  aflaylyt  euir  ilkane ;  245 

And  oft  fell,  quhen  that  he  flew  an^y     . 
As  he  doun  to  the  erd  wald  drjnre. 
He  wald  ber  doun  weill  four  or  fyve. 
Thar  ftud  he,  and  defendyt  fwa. 
Till  he  had  flayne  thaim  half,  and  nuu  t50 

A  gret  ftane  then  by  hym  (aw  he^ 
That  throw  gret  a  mawyt6» 
Wes  lowfyt  redy  for  to  fall. 
And  quhen  he  (aw  thaim  cummand  all^ 
He  tumblyt  doun  on  diaim  the  ftane;  ^55 

And  aucht  men  thar  with  it  has  Omjoc^ 
And  fwa  ftonsgrit  the  remanand^ 
That  thai  war  yreill  ner  rttrtand. 
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Then  wald  he  prifone  hald  na  mar, 
Bot  OQ  thaip^  ran  with  fuerd  all  bar.  260 

And  hewyt,  and  flew,  with  all  hy$  mayn, 
Till  he  has  nine  and  fourty  flayn* 

The  conftabill  fyne  gan  he  ta. 
And  gert  hym  fwer,  that  he  Aild  ga 
Till  King  £thsoclbS|  and  tell  265 

The  awentur  that  thaim  befell. 
Thedeus  bar  hym  douchtyly 
That  hym  allane  ourcome  fyfty. 

Ye,  that  this  redys,  cheyfs  yc^ 
Quhethyr  that  mar  fitld  pryfit  be  tjo 

The  KiKG,  that,  with  awifement, 
Undirtuk  fic  hardyment 
As  for  to  ftynt,  hym  ane,  bot  fer. 
The  folk  that  twa  hunder  wer ; 
Or  Thedeus  that  fuddanly,  275 

For  thai  had  raiflyt  on  hym  the  cry. 
Throw  hardyment  that  he  had  tane. 
Wane  fyfty  men  all  hym  allane. 
Thai  did  thair  deid  baith  on  the  nycht  i 
And  faucht  bath  with  the  mone  lycht.  2lp 

Bot  the  King  difcomfyt  ma ; 
And  Thedeus  then  ma  gan  fla. 
Now  demys  quhethyr  mar  Jowing 
Suld  Thedeus  haiff,  or  the  Kino. 

M4  In 
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In  this  maimer,  that  Ik  haifF  tauld,  185 

The  King,  that  flout  wis  and  bauld. 
Wis  fechtand  on  the  furd's  fyd, 
GifFand  and  takand.rowts  reid* 
Till  he  fic  martyrdom  thar  has  maid, 
That  he  the  furd  all  ftoppyt  haid,  ag^ 

That  nane  ofFthaim  mycht  till  hym  rid  ; 
Thaim  thocht  than  foly  for  to  byd ; 
And  halely  the  flycht  gan  ta, 
And  went  hamwarts  quhar  thai  come  fra. 
For  the  Kings  men,  with  the  cry,  295 

Walknyt  fbU  afFrayitly, 
And  come  to  fek  the  lord  thair  King* 
The  Galloway-men  hard  thair  cummyng ; 
And  fled,  and  durft  abid  na  mar. 
The  Kings  men,  that  dredand  war  300 

For  thair  lord,  full  fpcdyly 
Come  to  the  furd ;  and  fone  in  hy 
Thjai  fand  the  King  fyttand  allane. 
That  off  hys  baflynet  has  tane. 
To  awent  hym,  for  he  wis  hate.  305 

Then  fperyt  thai  at  hym  off"  his  ftate ; 
And  he  tauld  thaim  all  haill  the  cafs, 
Howgate  that  he  aflailyt  was ; 
And  how  that  God  hym  helpyt  fwa, 
That  he  efchapit  hale  thaim  fra.  310 


Then  lukyt  thai  how  fele  war  dcd, 
And  thai  fand  lyand  in  that  fted 


Fourtenc^ 
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Fourtcnc,  that  war  flaync  with  hys  hand. 

Then  louyt  thai  God  fztty  all  weildand. 

That  thai  thair  lord  fand  hale  and  fcr.  315 

And  faid  thaim  hytd  on  na  maner 

Dred  thair  fayis,  fen  thair  chyftane 

Wis  ofF  fic  hart,  and  off  fic  mayne, 

That  he  for  thaim  had  undertane 

With  fwa  fcle  for  to  fecht  allanc,  31© 

Sic  words  fpak  thai  ofFthe  King. 
And  for  hys  hey  undertaking 
Ferlyit,  and  yarnyt  hym  for  to  fe, 
That  with  hym  ay  wes  v/ont  to  be. 

A !  quhat  worfchip  is  perfyt  thing !  325 

For  it  mayfs  men  till  haifF  loving, 
GifF  it  be  folowit  ythenly. 
Bot  pryce  ofF  worfchip  not  fordiy 
Is  hard  to  wyn.     For  gret  trewaill. 
Oft  to  defend,  and  oft  aflaill,  330 

And  to  be  in  thair  deds  wyfs, 
Gers  men  ofFw^fchip  wyn  the  pryfi. 
And  may  na  man  haiiF  worthyhed, 
Bot  he  haiflF  wyt  to  fter  hys  deid ; 
And  fe,  quhat  is  to  leve  or  ta.  335 

Worfchip  extrcmyteys  has  twa. 
Fulc-hardjrment  the  formoft  is. 
And  the  tothyr  is  cowartyfs. 
And  thai  ar  bath  for  to  forfak. 
Fulc-hardyment  all  will  undertak,^  340 

Als 
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AIs  Weill  things  to  leve  as  tz. 
And  cowardyfs  dois  nathing  fwa ; 
Bot  utterly  foriakis  alL 
Bot  that  war  wondir  for  to  fell, 
Na  war  faute  off  difcretioun. 
For  this  has  worfchip  fic  renoun. 
That  it  is  mene  betwixt  thais  twa» 
.And  takys  that  is  till  iinderta ; 
And  Icvys  that  is  to  leve.     For  It 
Has  fa^ret  w:arni(hi^g  off  wyt» 
That  it  all  perills  weile  gan  fe. 
And  all  awantage  that  may  be* 
I  wald  till  harcjyment  hald  haly, 
With  this  away  war  foly; 
For  hardyment  with  foly  is  wice* 
Bot  hardyment  that  meil3rt  is 
With  wyt,  is  worfchip ;  ay  perde. 
For,  bot  wyt,  worfchip  may  not  be« 

This  nobill  King,  that  we  off  red, 
Mellyt  all  tyme  with  wyt  manheid. 
That  may  men  by  this  mell6  (e  1 
Hys  wyt  fchawyt  hym  the  ftrait  entre 
Off  the  (urd,  and  the  uichyng  alfua, 
1  hat,  as  hym  thocht,  wis  hard  to  ta 
Apon  a  man,  that  war  worthy. 
Tharfor  hys  hardyment  haftily 
Thocht  it  mycht  be  weill  undretane, 
Sen  at  anys  mycht  afiaill  bot  ant. 
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Thu$  hardyment  goucmyt  with  wyt. 
That  he  all  tyme  wald  famyn  knyti 
Gert  hym  off  worfchip  haiff  the  pryce  ; 
And  oft  ourcum  b]rs  ennymyis* 

The  Kino  ia  Carrii  dudlyt  ay  fiill : 
Hys  men  aflemUyt  faft  hym  till. 
That  in  the  land  war  trewailland, 
Qohen  thai  off  this  deid  herd  tithaad. 
for  thai  thair  ure  wald  with  hym  ta^ 
Gyff  that  he  eft  war  ai&ylyt  fwa. 

Bot  yeit  the  James  off  Dowglas 
In  DawglafdaiU  trawailland  wa% 
Or  ellys  wcill  ner  hand  tharby. 
In  hyddillys  fumdeill  priudy. 
^or  he  wald  fe  hys  gouerning, 
That  had  the  caftell  in  keping* 
And  gert  male  mony  juperty. 
To  fe  quhethyr  he  wald  ifche  blythly« 
And  quhen  he  perfawjrt  that  he 
Wald  blythly  ifche  with  hyi  menye  ; 
He  maid  a  gadring  priuely 
Off  diaim  that  war  on  hys  party ; 
That  war  la  fele,  that  thai  durft  fydit 
With  Thy&wall,  and  all  the  mycht 
OflFthaim  that  in  the  caftell  war. 
He  fchupe  in  the  nycht  to  hi 
To  SanijUmds :  and  ner  duvby 
He  hym  enbufehyt  priuely» 
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And  fend  a  few  a  trane  to  ma ; 

That  fone  in  the  mornyng  gan  ga. 

And  tuk  datell,  that  wis  the  caftell  by. 

And  fyne  withdrew  thaim  haftily  400 

Towart  thaim  that  enbufchit  war. 

Than  TrfVRWALL,  forowtyn  mar, 

Gert  arme  hys  men,  forowtyn  baid  ; 

And  ifchyt  with  all  the  men  he  haid: 

And  folowyt  faft  eftir  the  cry.  405 

He  wis  armyt  at  poynt  clenly, 

Owtyn  hys  hede  was  bar : 

Than,  with  the  men  that  with  hym  war, 

The  catell  fblowit  he  gud  fpeid, 

Kycht  as  a  man  that  had  na  dreid  ;  410 

Till  that  he  gat  off  thaim  a  fycht. 

Than  prekyt  tiiai  with  all  thair  mycht, 

Folowand  thaim  owt  off  aray ; 

And  thai  fped  thaim  fleand,  quhill  diai 

Forby  thair  bufchement  war  paft :  415 

And  Thyr.wali  ay  chaffyt  feft. 

And  than  thai  that  enbufqhyt  war 

Ifchyt  till  hyoi,  bath  les  and  mar, 

And  rayffyt  fudanly  the  cry. 

And  thai  that  faw  fa  fudandly  429 

That  folk  come  egyrly  prikand 

Rycht  betwix  thaim  and  thair  warand^ 

Thai  war  into  full  grct  effray. 

And,  for  thai  war  owt  off  aray, 

Sum  off  thaim  fled,  and  fum  abad.  425 

And  DowcLAs,  that  ttiar  with  hym  had 

A  grct 
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A  gret  menyc,  full  egrely 

Aflaylyt,  and  fcalyt  thaim  haftily : 

And  in  fchort  tyme  ourraid  thaim  a, 

That  wiele  nane  eichapyt  thaim  fra.  430 

Thyrwall,  that  wis  thair  capitaiic. 
Wis  thar  in  the  bargane  flayne :  ^ 

And  oiFhjrs  men  the  maift  party. 
The  hive  fled  full  cfFrayitly. 

DowGLAS  hys  menye  &ft  gan  chafs ;  435 

And  the  flears  diair  wayis  tays 
Till  the  caftell,  in  full  gret  hy, 
The  formaft  entryt  fpedyly. 
Bot  the  chaflers  fped  thaim  (a  faftv 
That  thai  ourtuk  fum  ofF  the  laft^  440 

And  thaim  forowtyn  mercy  gan  fla. 
And  quhen  thai  off  the  caftell  fwa 
Saw  thaim  fla  oS  thair  men  thaim  by. 
Thai  fparyt  the  yatts  haftily ; 
And  in  hy  to  the  wallis  rane.  445 

James  ofFDowcLAS*  menye  than 
Sefyt  Weill  haftily  in  hand 
That  thai  about  the  caftell  fand ; 
To  thair  refett  then  went  thair  way« 
Thus  ifchyt  Thyrwall  that  day.  450 


Quhen  Thyrwall  on  this  maner 
Had  ifchit,  as  I  tell  yow  her, 


J 


James 
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James  o(FDowglas,  and  hys  men, 

Bufkit  thaim  all  famyn  then. 

And  went  thair  way  towart  the  Kino  45} 

In  gret  hy ;  for  thai  herd  tithing 

That  off  Walencb  Schyr  Amery, 

With  a  full  gret  chewalry, 

Baich  off  Scotts  and  Inglijs  metty 

With  gret  felny  .war  redy  then  460 

Affemblyt  for  to  fek  the  King, 

That  wis  that  tyme  with  h3rs  gadringf 

In  Cumnoij  quhar  it  ftraitaft  ivas. 

Thyddir  then  went  James  off  Dowglas  ; 

And  wis  rycht  welcum  to  the  King.  465 

And  quhen  he  had  tauld  that  tithing, 

How  that  Schyr  Aymer  wis  cummand 

«For  till  hunt  hym  owt  off  the  land 

With  hund  and  horne,  rycht  as  he  war 

A  woulff,  a  thcyff,  or  theyiB  fcr.  470 

Than  laid  the  King,  **  It  may  weill  fall, 

<*  Thoch  he  cum,  and  hys  power  all, 

^<  We  fall  abid  in  this  cuntre ; 

<^  And  giff  he  cummys  we  (all  b3rm  ie." 

The  King  fpak  apon  diis  maner.  475 

And  off  Walbnce  Schyr  Aymbr 
Affemblyt  a  gret  cumpany 
Off  nobill  men,  and  off  worthy^ 

Ver.  463.  Cunmock  caftle  and  Tillage  are  in  the  moft 
•ifttm  part  of  Ayr-fliire,  near  the  hod  of  the  river  Nith. 
Ycr.  476,  About  the  month  of  April    3307^ 

Off 
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OfF  Ingland,  and  oflF  LowthUnte. 

And  he  has  alfua  with  hym  tane  480 

Ihone  oflFLoRNE,  and  all  hys  mycbt: 

That  had  off  worthy  men,  and  wycht. 

With  hym  aucht  hundir  men,  and  ma. 

A  flouth  hund  had  he  thar  alfua, 

Sa  gud  that  change  wald  for  nathing.  485 

And  fum  men  fayis  yeit,  that  the  KdUQ 

As  a  traytour  hym  noryft  had. 

And  (a  mekill  off  hym  he  maid. 

That  hys  awyn  hands  wald  hym  feid* 

He  folowit  hym  quhareuir  he  yeid ;  490 

Sa  that  the  hund  hym  folowit  fwa. 

That  he  wald  part  na  wyls  hym  fra. 

Bot  how  that  Ihon  ofF  Lorn  hym  had, 

Ik  herd  never  mentioun  be  mad. 

Bot  men  fayis  it  wis  certane  thing  49$ 

That  he  had  hym  in  hys  fefing  ^ 

And  throw  hym  thocht  die  King  to  ta  ; 

For  he  wyft  he  hym  luffyt  fwa. 

That  fra  that  he  mycht  znys  fele 

The  Kings  fent,  he  wyft  rycht  wcill  $00 

That  he  wald  chaung  it  for  na  thing. 

Thus  Ihon  of  Lorne  battyt  the  King 

For  Ihon  Cummyn  hys  emys  fak. 

Mycht  he  hym  aythir  fla,  or  tak. 

He  wald  not  pryfs  hys  lyfFa  ftra,  505 

Sa  that  he  Wcjigeancc  off  hym  mycht  tau 

The 
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The  wardanc  then,  Schyr  Ambry, 
With  this  Ihone  in  cumpany, 
And  othyr^  of  gud  renoun  alfua, 
Thomas  Randell  wis  ane  off  tha,  510 

Come  intill  Cumnok  to  fek  the  King, 
That  wis  Weill  war  off  thair  cumming. 
And  wis  up  in  the  ftrenthys  then, 
And  with  hym  weill  four  hundir  men. 
Hys  brodyr  that  tyme  with  hym  was,  515 

And  alfua  James  off  Dowglas. 
Schyr  Amerys  rowte  he  faw. 
That  held  the  plane  ay,  and  the  law; 
And  in  hale  bataill  always  raid. 
The  King,  that  na  fuppbfyn  had  520 

That  thai  war  ma  than  he  faw  thar. 
To  thaim,  and  nothyr  ellys  quhar. 
Had  ey ;  and  wxocht  unwittily. 
For  Ihon  of  Lorne  full  futelly 
Behind  thocht  to  fuppryfs  the  King.  525 

Tharfor,  with  all  hys  gadring, 
Aboute  ane  hill  held  the  way, 
And  held  hym  into  cowert  ay ; 
Till  he  fa  ner  cum  to  the  King, 
Or  he  perikwit  hys  cumming,  530 

That  he  wis  cummyn  on  hym  weill  ner. 
The  tothyr  oft,  and  Schyr  Aymer, 

Vcr.  5x0.  Afterward  the  celebrated  earl  of  Moray.  He 
was  the  king*s  nephew ;  but  in  the  Englifti  intcrcft,  and  his 
bitter  enemy  for  fome  time  after  he  was  taken  prifoner, 
^ghting  for  his  uncle's  cauie,  in  the  battle  of  Mcthven. 

Prcffyt 
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Prcflyt  apon  the  tothyr  party. 

The  King  was  in  gret  japerty, 

That  wis  on  athyr  fid  utnbefet  535 

With  fayis,  that  to  fla  hym  thret. 

And  the  leyft  party  off  the  twa 

Was  ftarkar  than  he,  and  ma. 

And  quhen  he  faw  thaim  prefs  h3rin  to, 
He  thocht  in  hy  quhat  wis  to  do ;  540 

And  faid,  ^^  Lords,  we  haiiF  na  mycht, 
^  As  at  thys  tyme  to  (land  and  fycht* 
**  Tharfor  departs  we  in  thre, 
'<  All  (all  not  fa  aflailyit  be : 
^  And  in  thre  parts  hald  our  way."  545 

Syne  till  hys  priwe  folk  gan  he  £iy, 
Betwix  thaim  into  priuete, 
In  quhat  fled  thair  repayr  fuld  be. 

With  that  thaij:  gate  all  ar  thai  gane, 
And  in  thre  parts  thair  way  has  tane.  550 

Ihone  ofFLoRNE  come  to  the  place, 
Fra  quhar  the  King  departyt  was. 
And  in  hys  trace  the  hund  he  fet, 
That  then,  forowtyn  langer  let. 
Held  ewyn  the  way  eftir  the  King,  555 

Rycht  as  he  had  ofF  hym  knawing. 
And  left  the  tothyr  partyfs  twa. 
As  he  na  kep  to  thaim  wald  ta. 
And  quhen  the  King  faw  hys  cummyng, 
Eftir  his  rowte  intill  a  ling,  560 

Vol.  I.  N  He 
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He  thocht  thai  knew  that  it  was  he : 

Tharfor  he  bad  till  hys  menyc 

Yeit  then  in  thre  depertyt  thaim  fone ; 

And  thai  did  fwa  forowtyn  hone ; 

And  held  thair  way  in  thre  partyfs.  565 

The  hund  did  thar  (a  gret  maiftrys, 

That  held  ay  forowtyn  changing, 

Eftre  the  rowte  quhar  wes  die  Kino. 

And  quhen  the  King  had  fene  tiiaim  fwa 
All  in  a  rowte  eftir  hym  ga,  570 

The  way,  and  folow  nocht  hys  men, 
He  had  a  gret  perfawjmg  then    ' 
That  thai  knew  hym.     For  this  in  hy 
He  bad  hys  men  rycht  haflily 
Scaile ;  and  ilk  ane  hald  hys  way  575 

All  hymfelfF;  and  fwa  did  thai. 
Ilk  man  a  fundry  gate  is  gane. 
And  the  King  with  hym  has  tane 
Hys  foftyr  brodyr,  forowtyn  ma. 
And  famyn  held  thar  thai  twa.  580 

The  hund  folowyt  alwayis  the  King, 
And  changyt  for  na  depening ; 
Bot  ay  folowitthe  Kings  trzcc^ 
Bot  waweryng,  as  he  paflyt  was. 
And  quhen  that  Ihon  oflFLoRNB  faw  ^9$ 

The  hund  eftre  hym  draw. 
And  folow  ftrak  eftre  thir  twa, 
Br  knew  the  King  wis  anc  off  tha. 

And 
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And  bad  fyve  oflFhys  cumpany^ 

That  war  rycbt  wycht  men  and  hardy,  59^ 

And  als  of  fiite  fpediaft  war. 

Off  all  that  in  thair  rowte  war, 

Ryn  eftre  hym,  and  hym  ourta. 

And  lat  hym  nawyfs  pafs  thaim  fra. 

And  fra  thai  had  herd  the  bydding,  59$ 

Thai  held  thair  way  eftre  the  Kino* 
And  folowyt  hym  fa  fpedely. 
That  thai  hym  weill  fone  gan  ourhy. 
The  King,  that  faw  thaim  cummand  ner, 
Wis  anoyit  in  gret  maner,  600 

For  he  tliocht,  gifF  thai  war  worthy, 
Tfaai'mycht  hym  trawaille  and  tarry. 
And  hald  hym  fwa  gate  tariand. 
Till  the  remanand  com  at  hand. 
Bot  had  he  dred  but  anerly  60^ 

Thaim  fyve,  I  trow  all  fekyrly 
He  fuld  haifFhadna  mekill  dred. 
And  till  hys  falow,  as  he  yeid, 
He  faid,  **  Thir  fyve  ar  faft  cummand : 
•*  Thai  ar  weill  ncr  now  at  owr  hand.  6x0 

•*  Sa  is  thar  ony  help  at  the  ? 
*  For  we  &11  fone  ai&illjrt  be.' 
«  Ya  Schyr,'  he  faifl,  *  all  that  I  may/ 
**  Yow  fayis  weill,"  faid  the  King,  <•  perfay« 
<<  I  fe  thaim  cummand  till  us  ner.  615 

•*  I  will  na  forthyr,  bot  rycbt  her 

Na  «*Iwill 
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*^  I  will  byd,  quhtll  it  I  am  in  aynd> 

^  And  fe  quhat  force  that  thai  can  faynd.'* 

The  King  than  ftud  full  fturdyly. 
And  the  fyve-fum,  in  full  gret  hy  620 

Come,  with  gret  fchor  and  manaffing* 
Then  thre  ofFthaim  went  to  the  King  ; 
And  till  hys  man  the  tothyr  twa. 
With  fwerd  in  hand  gan  ftoutly  ga. 
The  King  met  thaim  that  till  hym  focht ;       625 
And  till  the  fyrft  fie  rowte  he  roucht. 
That  er  and  chek  doune  in  the  hals 
He  fchar,  and  off  the  fchuldrs  als. 
He  rufhyt  doun  all  difyly. 

The  twa  that  faw  fa  fudanly  630 

Thair  felow  fell,  effrajrit  war. 
And  ftert  a  litill  owyr  mar. 
The  King,  with  that  blenkit  hym  by. 
And  faw  the  twa-fome  fturdily 
Agane  hys  man  gret  melle  ma.  635 

With  that  he  left  hys  awyn  twa. 
And  till  thaim  that  faucht  with  hys  man 
A  loup  rycht  lychtly  maid  he  than  i 
And  fmate  the  bed  off  the  tane. 
To  mete  hjrs  awne  fjme  is  he  gane.  640 

Thai  cum  on  hym  full  flurdely : 
He  met  the  fyrft  fa  cgrely. 
That  with  the  fwerd  that  fcharply  fchar. 
The  arme  fra  the  body  he  bar. 


V 


Quhat 
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Quhat  ftrakys  thai  gaifF  I  cannot  tell»  645 

Bot  to  the  King  fa  fayr  befell. 
That  thoch  he  trewaill  bad  and  payne. 
He  off*  hys  fa  men  four  has  flayne. 
Hy»  foftcr  brodyr  thareftir  fone 
The  fyrft  owt  off  dawys  has  done.  65a 

And  when  the  King  faw  that  all  fyve 
War,  in* this  wyfs,  brocht  owt  of  lyve. 
Till  hys  falow  than  gan  he  fay, 
"  Yow  has  hclpyt  weill,  perfay.'* 

*  It  likys  yow  to  fay  fwa,'  faid  he :  655 

*  Bot  the  gret  pairt  to  yow  talc  ye, 

*  That  flew  four  ofF  the  fyve,  yow  ane.* 
The  King  faid,  **  As  the  glew  is  gane, 
«  Better  than  yow  I  mycht  it  do, 

^  For  Ik  had  mar  layfer  tharto.  660 

"  For  the  twa  felowys,  that  delt  with  the, 

"  Quhen  thai  faw  me  aflailyit  with  three, 

**  OfF  me  rycht  na  kyn  dout  thai  had ; 

"  For  thai  wend  I  fa  ftraytly  war  ftad. 

*^  And  for  this  that  thai  dred  me  noucht,         665 

**  Noy  thaim  forout  the  mar  I  moucht." 

With  that  the  King  lukyt  hym  by, 
And  faw  oIFLorne  the  cumpany 

Ver.  650.  To  4b  out  of  days  is  to  kill,  at  we  fay  /•  cut 
§ffb'u  days. 

N  3  Weill 
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Weill  ner,  with  the  flouth  hund  cucnand. 
Than  till  a  wod,  that  wis  ner  hand. 
He  went  with  his  felow  in  hy. 
God  (ayfFthaim  for  bys  gret  mercy ! 
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ARGUMENT. 


Tbi  King  efcapis  to  a  w^d.'^Advinture  tf  the 
tbrit  thieves. — ^Douglas  finds  the  King  in  a 
but*  —  TFith  ane  hundred  and  ffiie  nun  thai 
ii[(9fiffit  part^  pf  Schir  Aymer'x^  hoft.  —  The 
King  kills  thrie  men — defeats  Schir  Aymer 
0t  Glentruk  i  afierquhilkfuccefs  attended  him. 
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1  H  £  King  towart  the  wod  is  gan^ 
Wciy  fo^  fwayt,  and  will  off  wane. 
Ifldll  the  wod  fone  entryt  he ; 
And  held  dqune  tpwart  a  wal^ 
Qubar,  throw  the  woid,  a  wattir  ran ; 
Thydder  in  gret  hy  wend  he  than. 
And  begouth  for  tx>  reft  hym  thar: 
And  (aid  he  ipycht  ne  forther  mar. 
His  man  faid,  *  Schyr  it  may  not  be ; 

*  Abyd  ye  her,  yjc  (all  fone  fe 

*  Fyve  hunder,  yamand  yow  to  flaw ; 

*  And  thai  ar  fele  aganys  us  twa. 

^  And,  fen  we  may  not  dele  with  mycht, 
^  Help  us  all  that  we  may  with  flycht.' 
The  King  fiud,  "  Sen  that  yow  will  fwa, 
^  Ga  furth^  and  I  iall  with  ye  ga. 
*'  Bot  I  haifFberd  oftymys  fay, 
^  That  quha  enlang  a  wattir  ay, 
^  Wald  waid  a  bow-draucht,  he  fuld  ger 
^  Bathe  the  flouth  bund,  and  hys  leder, 
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**  Tync  the  flench  men  gret  hym  ta, 
**  Prowe  we  gifF  it  will  now  do  fa, 
"  For  war  yond  diwilifs  hund  away, 
**  I  roucht  not  off  the  lave  perfay," 

As  he  dewifyt  thai  haiff  doyn; 

And  entryt  in  the  wattir  Tone ; 

And  held  down  endlang  thair  way : 

And  fyne  to  the  land  yeid  thai, 

And  held  thair  way,  as  thai  did  er. 

And  Ihon  of  Lorne,  with  gret  affer. 

Come  with  hys  route,  rycht  to  die  {dace, 

Quhar  that  hys  fyve  men  flayne  was. 

He  menyt  thai|;n  quhen  he  thsrim  (aw  | 

And  ikid,  eftre  a  litill  thraw, 

That  he  fuld  wenge  thair  bloude. 

Bot  othyrwyfs  the  gamyn  yowde. 

Thar  wald  he  mak  na  mar  duelling ; 

Bot  furth  in  hy  folowit  the  Kihg, 

Rycht  to  the  burn  thai  paflfyt  war. 

Bot  the  flouth  hund  maid  ttynting  thar  $ 

And  waweryt  lang  tyme^  ta  and  fra, 

That  he  na  certane  gate  couth  ga. 

Till  at  the  laft,  that  Ihon  of  Lorkb 

Perfawitthe  hund  the  flouth  had  lome: 

And  faid, ««  We  haiff^tynt  this  trawwll. 

**  To  pafs  forther  may  nocht  awaill. 

"  For  the  woid  is  bath  braid  and  wyd, 

"  And  he  is  weill  kr  by  diis  tyd. 

**Th 
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*'  Tharfor  is  gud  wc  turn  agayne, 

^^  And  wayfte  na  mar  trawaiU  in  wayne."        50 

With  that  relyt  he  hys  menge  j 

And  hys  way  to  the  oil  tuk  he. 

Thus  efchapjrt  the  nobill  Kikc. 

Bot  fum  men  fayis  this  efchaping 

Apon  an  othyr  maner  fell,  55 

Than  throw  the  wading.     For  thai  tell 

That  the  King  a  gud  archer  bad ; 

And  quhen  hys  Lord  he  faw  fua  fbd| 

That  he  wis  left  &  anerly. 

He  ran  on  fyd  allwayis  hym  by,  ^ 

Till  he  into  the  woude  wis  gane* 

Than  faid  he,  till  himfeliF  allane. 

That  he  a  reft  rycht  thar  wald  ma. 

To  luk  giff  he  the  hund  mycht  fla. 

For  giff  the  hund  mycht  left  in  lyve,  65 

He  wyft  rycht  Weill  that  thai  wald  dryve 

The  Kings  trace,  till  thai  h)rm  ta. 

Than  wyft  he  wcill  tha  wald  hym  fla. 

And  for  he  wald  hys  J^rd  fuccur. 

He  put  hys  lyfF  in  awentur.  jo 

And  ftud  intill  a  bulk  lurkand, 

Till  that  the  hund  come  to  hys  hand; 

And  with  an  arow  ibne  hym  flew ; 

And  throw  the  woud  fync  hym  withdrew. 

Bot  quithyr  this  efchaping  fell  75 

As  I  uuld  fyrft,  or  now  I  tell, 

I  wate 
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I  wate  Weill,  without  lefing, 

•That  at  the  burn  cfchapit  the  King, 

The  King  has  fiirth  hys  wayis  tane. 
And  Ihon  of  LoRNE  agayne  is  ganc  80 

To  Schir  Aymer,  that  fia  die  chacc 
With  hys  men  then  repayryt  was, 
tThat  fpcd  litill  thair  chaffing ; 
Thocht  that  thai  maid  gret  folowing, 
Full  egrely,  thai  wan  hot  fmall.  85 

Thair  fayis  ner  efchapyt  all. 
Men  fayis  Schyr  Thomas  Randell  than, 
(Chafland,  the  Kikgs  baner  wan. 
Quharthrow  in  Jngland  with  the  King 
He  had  rycht  gret  price  and  lowing.  90 

Quhen  the  chafTers  relyit  war, 

And  Ihon  of  Lorn  e  had  met  thaim  thar, 

He  tauld  Schyr  Aymer  all  the  cafe 

How  that  the  King  efchapyt  wafe. 

And  how  that  he  hys  fyve  men  flew,  95 

And  fyne  to  tha  wode  hym  drew. 
'Quhen  Schyr  Amyr  herd  this,  in  hy 

He  fanyt  hym,  for  the  ferly : 

And  faid,  *^  He  is  gredy  to  pryfs ; 

"  For  I  knaw  nane  that  lyfFand  is,  ico 

•*  That  at  myfcheyfFgan  help  hym  fwa : 
»«  I  trow  he  fuld  be  hard  to  fla, 

**  And  he  war  bodyn  ewenly.*' 

Or  this  wyfs  fpak  Schyr  Amery. 

And 
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And  the  gud  Kiho  held  forth  hys  way,       105 
fiefwix  hym  and  hys  man,  quhill  thai 
Paflyt  owt  throw  the  foreft  war ; 
Sync  in  the  more  thai  cntryt  thar. 
It  wis  bathe  hey,  and  lang,  and  braid ; 
And  or  thai  halfF  it  pafTyt  had,  ll<^ 

Thai  law  on  fyd  thre  men  cummand, 
Lik  to  lycht  men  and  wawerand. 
Swerds  thai  had,  and  axys  als  $ 
And  ane  of  thaim,  apon  hys  hals, 
A  mekill  boundyn  wyddir  bar.  ^     if  j. 

Tfasii  met  die  King,  and  halift  hym  thar. 
And  the  King  thaim  thair  halfying  yauld  ; 
And  aflcyt  quithyr  thai  wauld  ? 
Thai  faid,  Robert  the  Bruyss  thai  foucht; 
For  mete  with  hym  giffthat  thai  moucht,       12a 
Thair  duelling  with  hym  wald  thai  ma. 
The  King  faid,  "  Giff  that  ye  will  fwa, 
**  Haldys  furth  your  way  with  me, 
*•  And  I  (all  gcr  yow  fone  hym  fc." 

Thai  perfiiwit,  be  hys  fpeking,  I2{ 

That  he  wis  the  felwyn  Robert  King. 
And  changyt  cuntenance,  and  late ; 
And  held  noucht  in  the  fyrft  ftate. 


Vcr»  117.  Late  it  gefture.    Lmt,  gijfus.  Ifl. 

And  M%$  licht  of  ininis.  Chr^*t  Kirk. 

For 
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For  thai  war  fayis  to  the  Km  g» 

And  thoucht  to  cum  into  (kulking ;  130 

And  duell  with  hjon,  quhill  that  thai  faw 

Thair  poynt,  and  bring  hym  tharoff  daw» 

Thai  grantyt  till  hys  fpek  forthy. 

fiot  the  King,  that  wis  witty, 

Periawit  Weill,  be  thair  hawing^  135 

That  thai  lufFyt  hym  nathing. 

And  faid,  <^  Falowis  you  men,  all  three^ 

*^  Forthyr  aqwent  till  diat  we  be, 

•  All  be  your  fclwyn  forth  ga. 

**  And  on  the  famyn  wyfs  we  twa  14a 

«  Sail  folow  behind,  weill  ner.'* 
Quoth  thai,  *  Schyr  it  is  na  mifter 

•  To  trow  in  us  ony  ill.* 

^  Nane  do  I,**  faid  he  j  «  bot  I  will, 

*^  That  yhe  ga  fourth  thus,  quhill  we  145 

^  Better  with  othyr  knawin  be." 

•  We  graunt,*  thai  faid,  *  fen  ye  will  fwa/ 
And  forth  apon  thair  gate  gan  ga. 

•  Thus  yeid  thai  till  the  nycht  wis  ner. 

And  than  the  formaft  cummand  wer  150 

Till  a  waift  houfbond  houfs ;  and  tbar 

Thai  flew  the  weythir  that  thai  bar. 

And  {Irak  fyr  for  to  roft  thair  mete ; 

And  aflcyt  the  King  giflfhe  wald  ete. 

And  reft  |iym  till  the  mete  war  dycht.  155 

The  King,  that  hungry  was,  Ik  hycht, 

Afleotyt 
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Aflentyt  till  thair  fpek  in  hy, 
Bot  he  (aid  he  wald  anerly 
At  a  fyr ;  and  thai  all  thre 
On  na  wyfs  with  thalm  tillgyddre  be. 
In  the  end  of  the  houfs  thai  fuld  ma 
Ane  othyr  fyr :  and  thai  dyd  fwa. 
Thai  drew  thaim  in  the  houfs  end, 
And  halfF  the  weythir  till  hym  fend» 
And  thai  roftyt  in  hy  thair  mete ; 
And  fell  rycht  frefchly  for  till  ete. 
For  the  King  weill  lang  feftyt  had ; 
And  had  rycht  mekill  trawaill  maud: 
Tharfor  he  cyt  full  egrcly. 
And  quhen  he  had  etyn  haftily, 
He  had  to  flep  fa  mekill  will. 
That  he  moucht  fet  na  let  thartill. 
For  quhen  the  wanys  fillyt  ar, 
Men  worthys  hewy  euirmar ; 
And  to  flep  drawys  hcwynes. 
The  Kino,  that  all  for  trawaiUit  was, 
Saw  that  hym  worthyt  flep  nedways ; 
Till  hys  foftyr  brodyr  he  fayis, 
*^  May  I  traift  in  the,  me  to  waik, 
^  Till  Ik  a  litill  flepiag  tak  ?" 
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Vcr.  15S.    Editions  resKi, 

But  he  faid  he  would  akncrly 
Betwixt  him  and  his  fellow  be 
At  a  fire  s  and  they  all  three,  &c. 
The  meaning  is,  that  he  and  hii  man  would  hare  a  fire 
hAnst  diem»  to  tbemieWe«« 

*Ya 
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*  Ya  Schyr,'  he  faid,  *  till  I  may  drey.' 

The  King  then  wynkyt  a  litill  wey; 

And  flep]rt  not  full  entrelyj 

Bott  gliflhyt  up  oft  fedanly. , 

For  he  had  dreid  off  tbaiie  thre  men,  185 

That  at  the  tothyr  fyr  war  then. 

That  tfiai  hys  foyis  war  he  wyft ; 

Tharfor  he  flepyt,  as  foule  on  twyft. 

The  King  flepyt  bot  a  litill  than^ 
Quhen  He  flep  fell  on  his  man,  199 

That  he  mycht  not  hald  up  hys  ey> 
Bot  fell  in  flep,  and  rowtyt  hey. 
Now  is  the  King  in  gret  perille : 
For  flep  he  fwa  a  litill  quhile, 
He  (all  be  ded,  forowtyn  dreid.  195 

For  die  thre  tratours  tuk  gud  heid. 
That  he  on  flep  wis,  and  hys  roan : 
In  full  gret  by  thai  raifs  up  than. 
And  drew  thair  fuerds  haftily ; 
And  went  towart  the  King  in  by,  200 

Quhen  that  thai  faw  hym  flepe  fwa, 
And  flepand  thocht  thai  wald  hym  fla. 
The  King  upblinkit  haftily,  , 
And  faw  hys  man  flepand  hym  by. 
And  faw  cummand  the  tothyr  thre.  205 

Deliuerly  on  fute  gat  he  j 
And  drew  hys  fwerd  owt,  and  thaim  mete. 
And  as  he  yeide  hys  fute  be  fet 

Apon 
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Apon  hys  man,  weill  hewily. 

He  waknyt,  and  raifs  difsly :  210 

For  the  flep  maiftryt  hym  (wz^ 

That  or  he  gat  up  ane  off  tha. 

That  come  for  to  flaw  the  Kino, 

Gaiff  hym  a  ftrak  in  h3rs  ryfing, 

Swa  that  he  mycht  help  hym  na  mar,  215 

Tie  King  ia  ftraitly  ftad  was  thar. 

That  he  wis  ;ieuir  yheit  ia  ftad. 

Ne  war  the  armyng  that  he  had. 

He  had  bene  dede,  forowtyn  wer. 

Bot  not  forthy  on  fic  maner  220 

He  helpyt  hym,  in  that  bargane. 

That  the  thre  tratours  he  has  flane, 

Throw  Godds  grace,  and  hys  manheid* 

Hys  foftyr  brodjnr  ^ar  wis  deld. 

Then  wis  he  wondre  will  off  wayne,  225 

Quhen  he  faw  hym  left  allane* 

Hys  foftyr  brodyr  menyt  he ; 

And  waryit  all  the  tothyr  thre. 

And  fyne  hys  way  tuk  hym  allane, 

And  rycht  towart  hys  tryft  is  gane*  239 

The  King  went  furth  way,  and  angrely ; 
Menand  hys  man  fidl  tendrcly. 
And  held  hys  \vay,  all  hym  allane, 
And  rychttowart  the  houis  is  gan, 
Quhar  he  fet  tryft  to  meit  hys  mens  23$ 

It  wis  Weill  in  widi  nycht  be  then. 

Vol.  I.  O  H« 
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As  fche  <ieuifit  thai  hai(F  done.  265 

Hys  fuorne  men  become  thai  Tone. 
TTie  wyfFfyne  gert  hym  fyt,  and*  etc. 
Bot  he  has  fchcrt  quhill  at  the  mete 
Syttyn,  quhen  he  hard  grct  (lamping 
Abowt  the  houfs.     Then,  but  letting  270 

Thai  ftert  up,  the  houfs  for  to  defendc. 
Sot  fone  eftre  the  King  has  kend 
James  ofFDowcLAs :  then  wis  he  biyth, 
And  baid  oppyn  the  durs  fwyth  : 
And  thai  cum  in,  all  that  thar  war.  27  j 

Schyr  Eduuard  the  Bruce  wis  thar; 
And  James  alfua  ofFDowcLAS, 
That  wis  efchapjrt  fra  the  chace, 
And  with  the  Kings  brothyr  met. 
Syne  to  the  traift  that  thaim  was  fet  280 

Thai  fped  thaim,  with  thair  cumpany, 
That  war  ane  hundir  and  weill  fyfty. 

And  quhen  that  thai  haifFfene  the  Kikg> 
Thai  war  joyfull  ofF  thair  meting. 
And  afkyt  how  that  he  efchapyt  was  ?  285 

And  he  thaim  tauld  all  hale  the  cafs ; 
How  the  fyve  men  hym  preflyt  feft. 
And  how  he  throw  the  wattir  paft ; 
And  how  he  met  the  thewis  thre. 
And  how  he  flepand  flane  fuld  be,  299 

Ver.  17s.  The  narration  is  abrupt.    Douglai  (urely  fpoke 
before  the  king  knew  him, 

O  2  Quhen 
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Quben  he  waknyt,  throw  Godds  grace ; 
*  And  how  hys  foftyr  brodyr  was 
Slayne ;  he  tauld  thaim  all  haly. 
Than  lowyt  thai  God  communly, 
That  thair  lord  wis  efchapyt  fwa.  295 

Than  fpak  thai  words,  ta  and  fra, 
Till  at  the  laft  the  Kino  gan  fay, 
"  Fortoun  us  trawaillyt  faft  to  day, 
«  That  fcalyt  us  fa  fedanly. 
«'  Our  fayis  to  nycht  fall  ly  traiftly, 
^  Bot  wachys,  tak  thair  efe  and  ly. 
*'  Quharfor,  quha  knew  thair  hert>ery, 
<^  And  wald  cum  on  thaim  fedanly, 
**  With  few  mcngye,  men  mycht  thaim  fcaith, 
**  And  efchaip  forowtyn  waith." 

*  Pcrfay,*  quoth  James  ofF  Dowglas^ 

*  As  I  come  hyddyrwart,  per  cafs 
<  I  come  la  ncr  thair  herbery, 

*  That  I  can  bring  quhar  thai  ly. 

^  And  wald  yow  (peid  yow  yheit  or  day  310 

^  It  may  fwa  happyn,  that  we  may 

*  Do  thaim  a  greter  fcaith  weile  fone 
^  Than  thai  us  all  day  has  done. 

*  For  thai  ly  fcalyt,  as  thaim  left.' 

Than  thoucht  thaim  all  it  wes  the  beft  3 1 5 

To  fpeid  thaim  to  thaim  haftily. 
And  thai  did  fwa  in  full  gret  hy. 
And  come  on  thaim,  in  the  dawing, 
Rycht  as  At  day  begoudi  to  Ipring. 
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Sa  fell  It  that  a  cumpany  ^20 

Had  in  a  toune  tayn  thair  hcrbery, 

Weile  fra  the  oft  a  myle,  or  mar. 

Men  fiid  tbat  thai  twa  hundir  war. 

Thar  aflemblyt  the  nobill  King. 

And  fone  eftre  tbair  afiembling  325 

Thai  that  flepand  aflayllyt  war, 

flycht  hidwyfly  gan  cry,  and  rar  ; 

And  other  fum,  that  herd  the  cry, 

Kaiis  la  rjrcht  effrayitly. 

That  Aim  off  thaim  nakit  war,  33a 

Fkand  to  warand,  her  and  thar  ; 

And  Aim  hys  armys  with  hym  drew. 

And  thai  forowtyn  mercy  thaim  flew* 

And  la  crwyll  wengeance  gan  ta, 

That  the  twa  parts  of  thaim,  and  ma^  335 

War  flayne,  rycht  in  that  ilk  fted. 

Till  diair  oft  the  remanand  fled. 

The  oift  that  hard  the  noyis  and  cry, 
And  law  thair  men  fa  wrechytly. 
Sum  nakit,  flcand  her  and  thar,  340 

Bum  all  hale,  fum  wawndyt  lar  ; 
Into  Aill  gret  eftray  thai  raifs. 
And  ilk  man  till  h3rs  baner  gayis. 
Swa  that  the  oyft  wes  all  on  fter. 
The  King,  and  thai  that  with  hym  wer,  345 

Quhen  on  fter  the  oyft  law  fwa, 
Towari  tbair  warand  gan  thai  ga. 

O  3  And 
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And  thar  in  fawete  come  thai. 

And  quhcn  Schyr  Aymer  herd  fay 

How  that  the  King  thair  men  had  Rzync  ;       350 

And  how  thai  turn)rt  war  agayne  j 

He  faid,  *  Now  may  we  clerly  fe 

*  That  nobill  hart,  quhar  euir  it  be, 

*  It  is  hard  till  ourcum  with  mayftry. 

*  For  quhar  an  hart  is  rycht  worthy  3^5 

*  Agayne  ftoutnes  it  is  ay  ftout. 

*  Na,  as  I  trow,  thar  may  na  dowtc 
^  Ger  it  all  owt  difcomfyt  be, 

*  Quhill  body  lewand  is  and  fre. 

*  As  be  this  melle  may  be  fene.  360 

*  We  wend  Robert  the  Bruce  had  bene 

*  Swa  difcumfyt,  that  be  gud  ikill 

«  He  ftdd  neuir  haifFhaid  hart,  ne  will, 

*  Swilk  juparty  to  underta. 

*  For  he  put  was  at  undre  fwa  365 

*  That  he  was  left  all  hym  allane, 

*  And  all  hys  folk  war  fra  hym  gayn. 

*  And  he  fa  gat  for  trawaillyt, 

*  To  put  thaim  ofF  that  hym  aflailyt, 

*  That  he  fuld  haiflFyarnyt  refting  373 
'  This  nycht,  atour  all  othyr  thing. 

*  Bot  hys  hart  fillyt  is  off  bounte, 

*  Swa  that  it  wencufyt  may  not  be.' 

On  this  wyfs  fpak  Schyr  Amery. 
And  quhen  thai  off  hys  cumpany  375 

Saw 
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Saw  how  thai  tra\iraillyt  had  in  wayn, 

And  how  the  King  thair  men  had  flayn, 

And  that  hys  men  wes  gane  all  fre  ^ 

Thaim  thocht  it  was  a  nicete, 

For  to  mak  thar  longer  duelling,  380 

Sen  thai  mycht  not  anoy  the  King. 

And  faid  fua  to  Schyr  Amery  i 

That  unbethocht  hym  haftcly 

That  he  to  CarUle  wald  ga, 

A  quhiU  tharin  fojourn  ma,  385 

And  haifFhys  fpyis  on  the  King, 

To  knaw  alwayis  hys  cuntenyng. 

And  quhcn  that  hys  poynt  mycht  ic, 

He  thocht  that,  with  a  gret  menye,  , 

He  fuld  fchute  apon  hym  fedanly,  390 

Tharfor,  with  all  hys  cumpany. 

Till  Ingland  he  the  way  has  tane. 

And  ilk  man  till  hys  houfs  is  gane. 

In  hy  till  CarUle  went  is  he. 
And  tharin  thinkis  for  till  be,  395 

Till  he  hys  poynt  faw  off  the  Kino  ; 
Quha  then  with  all  hys  gadring 
Wis  in  Carryky  quhar  he  was  wont. 
He  wald  went  with  hys  men  till  hunt^ 

Sa  happynyt  that,  on  a  day,  400 

He  went  till  hunt,  for  till  aflay 

Ver.  379.  Nieeti\%  folly,  perhaps  from  the  French  niais. 

The  mtliage  wat  not  mici.        Shak.  Rom.  and  Jul. 

O  4  Quhat 


lob 
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Quhat  gamyn  wis  in  that  cuntre. 

And  fwa  hapnyt  that  day  that  he 

By  a  woud-fyd  to  hunt  is  gane, 

With  hys  twa  hundys  hym  allane.  405 

Bot  he  hys  fucrd  ay  with  hym  bar. 

He  had  but  fchort  quhill  fittyn  thar, 

Quhen  he  iaw  fra  the  woud  cumand 

Thre  men,  with  bowys  in  thair  hand, 

That  towart  hym  come  fpedely.  410 

And  he  that  perfawyt  that  in  hy. 

Be  thair  affer  and  thair  hawing, 

That  thai  luflyt  hym  na  kyn  thing; 

He  raifs,  and  hys  leyfche  till  hym  drew  he, 

And  leyte  hys  bunds  gan  all  fre.  415 


God  help  the  King  now,  for  hys  mycht ! 
For  bot  he  now  be  wyfs  and  wycht. 
He  (all  be  fet  in  mekill  prefs. 
For  thir  thre  men,  forowtyn  lefs. 
War  hys  fayis  all  utcrly. 
And  wachyt  hym  fa  befyly,  •^^ 

To  fe  quhen  tiiai  wcngeance  mycht  talc 
OflFthe  King,  for  Ihon  Cumyn  his  fak. 


420 


And  thai  thocht  than  thai  leyfur  had ; 
And,  fen  he  hym  allane  wes  ftad. 
In  hy  thai  thocht  thai  fuld  hym  fla. 
And  giff  that  thai  mycht  chewyfs  fa, 
Fra  that  thai  the  Kino  had  flayne, 
Tliat  thai  mycht  wyn  the  woud  agayn, 
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Kj%  men  thaim  thocht  thai  fuld  not  dreid.       4 jq 
'  In  hy  towart  the  Kino  thai  ycid. 
And  bent  thair  bowys,  quhen  thai  war  ner; 
And  he,  that  dred  on  gret  maner 
Thair  arowys,  for  he  nakyt  was. 
In  hy  a  fpekyng-  to  thaim  maes.  435 

And  faid,  "  Yow  oucht  to  fchame,  parde, 
^  Sen  Ik  am  ane,  and  yow  ar  thre, 
^  For  to  fchute  at  me  apon  fer. 
^  Bot  had  ye  hardyment  to  cum  ner, 
**  And  with  your  fuerds  till  affay,  440 

•*  Wyn  me  apon  fik  wyfs  gifF  ye  may, 
«  Ye  faH  Weill  owte  mar  prefyt  be." 

*  Perfay/  quoth  anc  then  off  the  thre, 
^  Sail  na  man  fay  we  dreid  ye  fwa, 

*  That  we  with  arowys  (all  ye  fla#*  445 

With  that  thair  bowys  away  thai  keft. 
And  come  on  faft,  but  langer  freft. 
The  King  thaim  mete  full  hardyly, 
And  fmate  the  fyrft  fa  wigorufly, 
That  he  fell  dede  doun  on  the  gren.  450 

And  quhen  the  Kings  hund  has  fene    ' 
Thaife  men  aflTaillie  hys  maifter  fwaj 
He  lap  till  ane,  and  gan  hym  ta 
Rycht  be  the  nek,  full  fturdely. 
Till  top  our  tale  he  gert  hym  ly.  455 

And  die  King,  that  hys  fuerd  oute  had. 
Saw  he  la  iayr  fuccur  hym  maid. 

Or 
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Or  he  that  fiillyn  wis  mycht  ryfs. 

He  hym  aflaillyt  on  fik  wyfs, 

That  he  the  bak  ftrak  ewyn  in  twa.  -  460 

The  thryd,  that  faw  hjrs  falowis  fwa, 

Forowtyn  recowering,  be  flaync, 

Tuk  to  the  wode  hys  way  agaync. 

Bot  the  King  folowit  fpedyly ; 

Andals  the  hund,  that  wcs  hym  by,  465 

Quhen  he  the  man  faw  fle  hym  fra, 

Schot  till  hym  Tone,  and  gan  hym  ta 

Rycht  be  the  nek,  and  till  hym  dreuch. 

And  the  Kino,  that  wis  ner  eneuch. 

In  hy8  ry fling  fik  rowt  hym  gaff,  473 

That  ftiane  dede  to  the  erd  he  draff. 

The  Kings  men  war  than  ner, 
Quhen  that  thai  faw,  on  fik  maner. 
The  King  affailyt  fa  fedanly. 
Thai  fped  thaim  towart  hym  in  hy.  475 

And  afkyt  how  that  cafs  befell  ? 
And  he  all  haly  gan  thaim  tell. 
How  thai  affailyt  hym  all  thre. 

•  Perfay,*  quoth  thai,  *  we  may  wcill  fe 

<  That  it  is  hard  till  undertak  480 

*  Sic  melling  with  yow  to  mak, 

*  That  fa  fmertly  has  flayn  thir  thre, 

•  Forowtyn  hurt/.    *'  Perfay,"  faid  he, 
^  God,  and  my  hund,  has  flayn  the  twst, 

«  The  thryd  cfchapyt  nocht  alfua  j  485 

«  Thair 
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««  Thair  trcfoun  cujnbryt  thaim  perfay, 
**  For  rycht  wycht  men  all  thre  war  thai." 

Quhen  that  the  King,  throw  Godds  grace, 
On  this  maner  efchapyt  was. 
He  blew  hys  home,  and  then  in  hj  49a 

Hys  gud  men  till  hym  gan  rely. 
Than  hamwarts  buflcyt  he  to  for. 
For  that  day  wald  he  hunt  ne  mar« 

In  Glentruill  a  quhill  he  lay ; 
And  went  weill  oft  to  hunt  and  play,  49J; 

For  to  purchefs  thaim  venefoun. 
For  than  der  war  in  fefoun. 

In  all  that  tyme  Schyr  Amery, 
With  nobill  men  in  cumpany. 
Lay  in  Carlele^  hys  poynt  to  fe. .  500 

And  quhen  he  hard  the  certante. 
That  in  GlentrueU  wis  the  King, 
And  went  till  hunt,  and  till  playing. 
He  thoucht,  with  hys  chewah-y. 
To  cum  apon  hym  fedanly.  505 

Ver.  501.  The  wood  of  Glentrule  \%  in  the  eaftem  part  oT 
Ayrihire. 

Sir  Aymer  de  Vallange,  earl  of  Pembroke^  advanced  ta 
encounter  Bruce  in  June  x  307,  as  would  feem.  The  death 
of  Edward,  7  July,  appears  to  have  been  one  caule  that  hb 
meafurea  became  embarrafledi  and  unfuccdsfuU 

Ani 
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And  fra  CarleU  on  nychts  ryd  i 

And  in  cowert  on  da}ris  byd. 

And  fwa  gate,  with  fyk  tranenting. 

He  thoucht  he  fuld  furpryfs  the  King. 

He  afTemblyt  a  gret  mengye  510 

Off  folk  ofFfuU  gret  renoune, 

fiath  off  Scotts  and  IngUs  men. 

Thair  way  allfamyn  held  thai  then. 

And  raid  on  nycht  fwa  priuely. 

Till  thai  come  in  a  wod,  ner  by  515 

GkntrueUy  quhar  logyt  wis  the  King, 

Tbat  wyft  rycht  nocht  off  thair  cununing. 

Into  gret  perille  now  is  he. 
For  bot  God,  throw  Yijs  gret  powfte, 
Save  hym,  he  f^  be  flayne  or  tane,  520 

For  thai  war  fex  quhar  he  wis  ane. 

Quhen  Schyr  Amery,  as  Ik  haiff  tauld. 
With  hys  men,  that  war  ftout  and  bauld. 
War  cummynfwa  ner  the  King,  that  thai 
War  bot  a  myle  fra  hym  away ;  525 

He  tuk  awifement  with  h}rs  men. 
On  quhat  maner  thai  fuld  do  then. 
For  he  (aid  thaim  that  the  King  was 
Logyt  into  fa  ftrayt  a  place. 
That  horfs-men  mycht  not  hym  aflaile.  53^ 

And  giff  fute-men  gaiff  hym  bataiUe^ 
He  fuld  be  hard  to  wyn,  giff  he 
O^  thair  cummyn  may  wittyt  be. 

'  Tharfor 
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«  Tharfbr  I  rcdc  all  prtuely 

*  We  fend  t  woman,  hym  to  fpey,  535 

*  That  powcrly  arrayit  be. 

^  Sche  may  aik  mete  per  cheryte  | 
^  And  fe  thair  cowyn  halily, 

*  And  apon  quhat  maner  thai  Iy« 

«  The  quhill  we,  and  owr  menye,  540 

^  Cunmiand  owt  throw  the  wod  may  be 

^  On  fute,  all  armyt  as  we  ar. 

^  May  we  do  fwa,  that  we  cum  thar 

*  On  thaim,  or  thai  wyt  our  cummyn^ 

«  We  fall  find  inthaim  na  fturting.*  54I 

This  cunfaill  thocht  thaim  wis  to  beft* 
Then  fend  thai  furth,  bot  langer  freft^ 
The  woman,  that  fuld  be  thair  fpy. 
And  fche  her  way  gan  hald  in  hy 
Rycht  to  the  loge  quhar  the  King^  55O 

That  had  na  drcd  off  furpryffing, 
Yeid  unarmyt,  mery  and  blyth. 
The  woman  has  he  fene  alfwydu 
He  (aw  hyr  uncouth ;  and  forthy 
He  beheld  her  mar  entrely.  S5S 

And  be  hyr  omtenance  hym  thocht^ 
That  for  gud  cummyn  was  (che  nocht* 

Then  gert  he  men  in  hy  hyr  ta. 
And  fche,  that  dred  men  fuld  hyr  ila^ 
Tauld  how  that  Schyr  Ambry,  566 

With  the  Clyff URD  in  cumpany^ 

With 
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With  the  flour  ofF  Northummyrland^ 
War  cummand  on  thaim  at  thair  hand. 

Quhen  that  the  King  herd  that  tithing) 
He  armyt  hym,  hot  mar  duelling.  565 

Sa  did  thai  all  that  euir  was  thar  ^ 
5yse  in  a  fop  aiTemblyt  9r. 
I  trow  thai  war  thre  hunder  ner. 
And  quhen  thai  all  aflemblyt  war. 
The  King  hys  baner  gert  difplay,  576 

And  fet  hys  men  in  gud  aray : 
fioC  thai  had  ftandyn  bot  a  thraw 
Rycht  at  thair  hand  quhen  that  thai  faw 
Thair  fayis,  throw  the  wod  ciunmand, 
Armyt  on  fute,  with  fpcr  in  hand  \  57  j; 

That  fped  thaim  full  enforcely. 
The  noyis  begouth  fone,  and  the  cry* 
For  the  gud  King,  that/ormaft  was, 
Suttely  towart  hys  fayis  gayfs. 
And  hynt  owt  off  a  manys  hand,  580 

That  ner  befid  hym  was  gangand, 
A  bow,  and  ane  arow  braid  als ; 
jAnd  hyt  the  formaft  in  the  hals, 
Till  thropill  and  wefand  yeid  in  twa. 
And  he  doun  till  the  erd  gan  ga.  585 

The  laifFwith  that  maid  a  flopping. 
Than,  bot  mar  bad,  the  nobill  King 
fiynt  fra  hys  baneour  hys  baner ; 
And  laid,  <^  Apon  thaim  I  for  thai  ar 

<«  Difcomfyt 
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«  Difcomfyt  all !"  With  that  word  590 

He  fwappyt  fwyftly  owt  hys  fwcrd. 

And  on  thaim  ran  fa  hardely. 

That  all  thai  off  hys  cumpany 

Tuk  hardyment  off  hys  gud  deid. 

For  fum,  that  fryft  thair  wayis  yeid,  595 

Agayne  come  to  the  fycht  in  hy, 

And  mete  thair  fayis  wigorufly ; 

That  all  the  formaft  nifchyt  war. 

And  thai  that  war  hendermar 

Saw  that  the  formaft  left  the  ftcd,  6o5 

Thai  turnyt  fone  thair  bak,  and  fled. 

And  owt  off  the  wod  thaim  withdrew. 

The  King  a  few  men  off  thaim  flew, 

For  thai  rycht  fone  thair  gate  gan  ga. 

It  difcomfortyt  diaim  al  fua  605 

That  the  King,  with  hys  mcngye,  was 

All  armyt  to  defend  that  place. 

That  thai  wend,  throw  thair  trawenting^ 

Till  haiff  wonyn,  forowtyn  fychting. 

That  thai  effrayit  war  fedanly ;  6iO 

And  he  thaim  foucht  fa  angrely, 

That  thai  in  full  gret  hy  agayne 

Owt  off  the  wod,  rane  to  the  playne : 

For  thaim  faillyt  off  thair  entent. 

Thai  war  that  tyme  fa  foully  fchent^  615 

That  fyften  hunder  men,  and  ma, 

With  a  few  mengye  war  rebotyt  fwa, 

That  thai  withdrew  thaim  fchamfully« 

Tharfor  amang  thaim  fedani/ 

Thar 
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Thar  raifs  debate,  and  gret  diftance^  620 

Ilk  ane  wyte  othyr  off  thair  myfchance. 

Clyffurd  and  Wauss  maid  a  mellc, 

Quhar  Clyffurd  roucht  hym  routs  tbrc. 

And  aythir  fyne  drew  till  partjfs, 

JBot  Schyr  Amer,  that  wis  wyfs,  625 

Departyt  thaim  with  mekill  payn. 

And  went  till  Ingland  hame  agayn. 

He  wyft/fra  flryiFrafs  thaim  amang. 

He  fuld  thaim  not  held  famyn  lang^ 

Foiowtyn  debate  or  melle ;  630 

Tharfor  till  Ingland  tumyt  he. 

With  mar  fchame  than  he  went  oflF  town  5 

Qiihen  fa  mony,  ofF  fie  renoun^ 

Saw  fa  few  men  bid  thaim  bataill, 

Quhar  thai  ne  war  hardy  till  aflaill*  635 

Ver.  532.  The  cxpreflion  bears  a  proverbial  appeuance; 
the  toiun  may  be  Carliie. 
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X  H  £  King,  fra  Schyr  Aymer  wis  gane, 
Gadryt  hys  roenye  euirilkane ; 
And  left  bath  wodds  and  muntanys^ 
And  held  hys  way  ftrak  till  the  planys. 
For  he  wald  fkyne  that  end  war  maid  5 

Off  that,  that  he  begunnyn  haid : 
And  he  wyft  weill  he  mycht  not  bring 
It  to  gud  end,  bot  trawailling. 
To  Kyle  went  he  fryft ;  and  that  land 
He  maid  all  till  hym  obeyfand :  10 

The  men  maift  force  come  till  hys  pcfs. 
Syne  eftirwart,  or  he  wald  fefs, 
OSOonyngayme  the  maift  party 
He  gert  hold  till  hys  fenyowry. 

In  Boitbtueill  then  Schyr  Aymer  was,  15 

That  in  hys  hart  gret  angre  has 
For  thaim  off  Cunnyngame  and  Kyk^ 
That  war  obeyfand  till  hym  quhile^ 

Vcr.  I.  May,  1307. 

Ver.  S5«  BotiiwcU  caftlc  on  the  Clyde^  JUuMMrkibiiv. 

B  a  Left 


4  thebruce: 

Left  Ingltfs  mennys  fewte  : 

TharofF  faync  wengyt  wald  he  be.  2d 

And  fend  Philip  the  Mowbray, 

With  1  thoufand,  as  Ik  herd  fay, 

OfF  men,  that  war  in  hys  leding, 

To  Kyky  for  to  wcrray  the  King. 

Bot  James  ofFDowGLAS,  all  that  tid,         25 
Had  fpyis  owt  on  ilka  fid, 
Wjrft  off  thair  cummyng ;  and  that  thai 
Wald  hald  doune  Makyrnochs  way. 
He  tuk  with  hym,  all  priuely, 
Thaim  that  war  ofFhys  cumpany,  30 

That  war  foiirty,  forowtyn  ma. 
Syne  till  a  ftrait  place  gan  he  ga. 
That  is  in  Makyrnocks  way^ 
The  Nethif'^ford  it  hat  perfay« 
It  lyis  betwix  marraifs  twa ;  35 

Quhar  that  na  horfs  on  lyve  may  ga. 
On  the  fouth  halfF,  quhar  James  waS) 
Is  ane  upgang,  a  narow  pafs : 
And  on  the  north  haltf'is  the  way 
Sa  ill,  as  it  appers  to  day.  40 

DowClas,  with  thaim  he  wyth  hym  had, 
Enbufchyt  hym,  and  then  abad. 
He  mycht  weill  fer  fe  thair  cummyng: 
Bot  thai  mycht  le  off  hym  nathing : 
Thai  baid  in  bufchment  aU  the  nycht.  45 

And  quhen  the  fone  wis  fchynand  brych^ 

Thai 
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Thai  iaw  in  batailling  cum  arayit. 

The  waward,  with  bancr  difplayit : 

And  fyne  Tone  the  remanand 

^ai  law,  weill  ner  behind  cummand.  50 

Than  held  thai  thaim  ftill,  and  priuy, 

Till  the  formaft  off  that  mengyc 

War  entryt  in  the  ford,  thaim  by. 

Than  fchot  thai  on  thaim  with  a  cry; 

And  with  wapnys,  that  fcharply  fchar,  55 

Sum  in  the  ford  thai  bakwart  bar : 

And  fum,  with  armys  barblyt  braid, 

Sa  gret  martyrdome  on  thaim  has  maid. 

That  thai  gan  draw  to  woyd  the  place. 

Bot  byhind  thaim  fa  ftoppyt  was  60 

TTie  way,  that  thai  foft  mycht  not  fle ; 

And  that  gert  mony  off  thaim  de. 

For  thai  on  na  wyfs  mycht  away 

Bot  as  thai  come,  but  giff  that  thai 

Wald  throw  thair  fayis  hald  thair  gate :  65 

Bot  that  way  thoucht  thaim  all  to  hat. 

Thair  fayis  met  thaim  b,  fturdyly, 

And  cuntenyt  the  fycht  fa  hardely. 

That  thai  fa  dredand  war,  that  thai 

That  fyrft  mycht  fle,  fyrft  fled  away.  70 

And  the  rerward  faw  thaim  fwa 

Difcumfyt,  and  thair  wayis  ga ; 

Thai  fled  on  fer,  and  held  thair  way. 

Bot  Schyr  Philip  the  Mowbray, 

That  with  the  formaft  ridand  was,  y^ 

TT»at  entryt  wis  in  the  place, 

B  3  Quhen 
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Quhen  that  he  law  how  he  was  ftad. 

Throw  the  gret  worfchip  that  he  had. 

With  fpurs  he  ftrak  the  ftcid  oflF  pryce  j 

And,  magre  all  hys  ennymjSy  8o 

Throw  the  thikkeft  oflFdiaim  he  raid. 

And  but  challance  efchapyt  had ; 

Ne  war  a  knycht  hjm  by  the  brand : 

Bot  the  gud  fleid,  that  wald  not  ftand, 

Lanfyt  furth  deliuerly.  85 

Bot  the  todiyr  (a  ftalwartly 

Held  the  belt  that  braift  off  die  brand. 

And  fuerd  and  belt  left  in  hjrs  hand. 

And  he  bot  fuerd  hys  wayis  raid, 

Weill  otowth  thaim :  and  tfaar  abaid,  90 

And  beheld  how  that  hys  mengye  fled. 

And  how  hys  fayis  clengyt  the  fteid, 

I'hat  war  betwix  hym  and  hys  men. 

Tharfor  furth  the  wayis  tuk  he  then 

To  Kylmarnoiy  and  Kihuynnyne^  95 

And  till  Ardrojfam  eftre  fyne. 

Syne  throw  the  Largs^  hym  allane. 

Till  Ennyrkyp  the  way  has  tanc, 

Rycht  to  the  caftell,  that  wis  then 

Stufiyt  all  with  Inglifs  nun ;  lOO 

That  hym  relaflyt  in  daynte. 

And  fra  thai  wyft  how  gat  that  he 

Sa  fer  had  rydin,  hym  allane. 

Throw  thaim  that  war  hys  fayis  ilkane. 

Thai  pryflyt  \iym  fiill  gretumly,  105 

And  lovyt  faft  hys  chewalry. 

Schyr 
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Schyr  Philip  thus  efchapyt  was. 
And  DowGLAS,  that  wis  in  the  place^ 
Qobar  he  fexty  has  flaync,  and  ma ; 
The  layfFfouly  tbair  gate  gan  ga,  IID 

And  fled  to  BothwiiUe  hame  agayne.    - 
Quhar  Schyr  Aymbr  wis  na  thing  &yne, 
Quhen  he  herd  tell  on  that  maner 
That  hys  mengye  difcomfyt  wer. 

Bot  quhen  the  King  Robert  was  tauld      115 
How  that  the  Dowglas,  that  wis  bauld, 
Wencuflyt  fa  fcle  with  few  mengye, 
Rycht  joyfull  in  hys  hart  wcs  he. 
And  all  hys  mengye  cumfortyt  war : 
For  thaim  thocht  weili,  bath  les  and  mar,        12D 
That  thai  fuld  lefs  thair  fayis  dreid. 
Sen  thair  purpofs  fa  with  thaim  yeid. 

The  King  lay  in  Galftoun^ 
That  is  rycht  ewyn  anent  Lowdoun ; 
And  tiU  hys  pes  tuk  the  cuntre.  125 

Quhen  Schyr  Aymer,  and  hys  menye, 
Hard  how  he  rayayt  the  land, 
And  how  that  nane  durft  hym  withftand  j 
He  wis  intill  hys  h^rt  angry, 
And  with  ane  oiF  hys  cumpany  130 

He  fend  hym  word,  and  faid,  gifF  he 
Durft  hym  into  the  plannys  fe, 

Ver.  113.  Galftoup  and  Loudon  are  in  |the  nprth-eaft  p|ir» 
of  Air-ihire. 

B  4  He 
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He  fuld,  the  tent  day  of  Majr, 

Cum  under  Lowdoun  hill  away. 

And  gifF  that  he  wald  meyt  hym  thar»  135 

He  faid  hys  worfchip  fuld  be  mar^ 

And  mar  be  tumyt  in  nobill  ay. 

To  wyne  hym  in  the  plajme  away. 

With  hard  dints,  and  ewyn  fechting. 

Than  to  do  fer  mar  with  (kulkmg.  140 

The  King,  that  hard  hys  meflengyr, 
Had  difpyt  apon  gret  maner. 
That  Schyr  Aymer  fpak  (a  heyly: 
Tharfor  he  anfueryt  irufly ; 
And  to  die  meflengyr  faid  he,  145 

<  Say  to  thy  Lord,  gifF  that  I  be 
« In  lyfF,  he  fall  me  fe  that  day 

*  Weylc  ner  j  gifF  he  dar  hald  the  way 

*  That  he  has  faid  for  fekyrly. 

^  Be  Lowdoun  bill  mete  hjrm  iall  L'  150 

The  meflengyr,  bot  msu*  abaid. 
Till  hys  maifter  the  wayis  raid : 
And  \ij%  anfuer  hym  tauld  alfwyth. 
Quharoff  he  was  bath  glaid  and  bljrth. 
For  he  thocht,  throw  hjrs  melcill  mycht,  255 

Giff  the  King  durfl  cum  to  fycht, 
That  throw  the  gret  chewalry, 
That  fuld  be  in  hys  cumpany, 
He  fuld  fwa  ourcum  the  King, 
That  thir  fuld  be  na  recowering,  160 

And 
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And  the  King,  on  the  tothyr  party. 
That  was  all  wyfs  and  awerty, 
Raid  for  to  fe,  and  cheifs  the  place. 
And  law  the  hey-gate  Hand  was 
Apon  a  fayr  feild,  ewyn  and  dry ;  1 65 

Bot  apon  aythir  fid  tharby 
Wes  a  gret  mofs,  mekill  and  braid, 
Bot  fra  the  way  wes,  quhar  nien  raid, 
A  bow-draucht  weille  on  ayther  fid. 
And  that  place  thocht  hym  all  fo  wid  170 

Till  abyd  men,  that  horfyt  war. 
Tharfor  three  dykys  our  thuort  he  fchar, 
Fra  baith  the  moiles  to  the  way : 
That  war  fa  fer  fra  oythir,  that  thai 
War  yiwyn  a  bow-draucht  and  mar«  17J 

Sa  how  and  hey  the  dykys  war. 
That  men  mycht  not,  bot  mekill  pajm, 
Pafs  thaim,  thouch  nane  war  thaim  agayn* 
Bot  floppys  in  the  way  left  he, 
Sa  large,  and  ofFfic  quantite,  180 

That  fy ve  hunder  mycht  famyn  rid 
In  at  the  floppys,  fid  be  fid 
Thar  thoucht  he  bataill  for  to  bid. 
And  bargayne  thaim ;  for  he  na  dreid 
Had  that  thai  fuld  ony  fid  aflfaille ;  185 

Na  yeit  behind  giff  thaim  bataille. 
And  befor  thocht  hym  weill  that  he 
Suld  fra  thair  mycht  defendyt  be. 

Ver.  171.  Djkis  are  ditches.    In  Scotland  that  name  it 
«ow  impropeiiy  given  to-wallt. 

Thre 
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Thrc  dep  dykjrs  he  gcrt  thar  ma  j 

For  gifFhe  durft  not  weill  ourta  i^o 

To  mete  that  the  fyrft,  that  he 

Suld  haifF  the  tothjrr  on  hys  powfte ; 

Be  than  the  thrid,  giff*  it  war  fwa 

That  thai  had  pafTyt  the  tothyr  twa* 

On  this  wyft  hym  ordanys  he.  195 

And  fyne  afTemblyt  hys  mengye. 
That  war  sax  hunper  fechtand  men, 
Bot  rangale,  that  was  with  hym  tfaen^ 
That  war  as  feile  as  thai)  or  ma. 
With  all  that  mengyc  gan  he  ga  200 

The  ewyn,  or  that  the  bataill  fuld  be. 
Till  litill  Lowdoufiy  quhar  that  he 
Wald  abyd  to  fe  thair  cummyng. 
Syne  with  the  men  off  hys  leding 
He  thocht  to  fped  hym  fwa,  that  he  205 

Suld  at  the  dyke  befor  thaim  be. 

Schyr  Aymer,  on  the  tothjnr  party, 
Gadryt  fwa  gret  chewalry. 
That  he  mycht  be  thrk  thousand  ncr, 
Armyt  and  dycht  on  gud  maner.  210 

Vcr.  198.  This  term  rangaie  Barbour  ufes,  in  one  or 
two  other  paifages,  for  that  ufelefs  rabble  which  attends  an 
army.    Gawin  Douglas  fpells  it  rangakL 

Ver.  107.  That  Bruce  defeated  Sir  Aynier  de  Vallanget 
carl  of  Pembroke,  at  Loudon-hill,  appears  from  the  Englifh 
kiftorianf  Matthew  of  WeibniilAeri  and  TriveU  See  An- 
nclsy  ii.  ao. 

Than, 
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Than,  as  a  man  of  gret  noblay, 

He  held  towart  hys  trift  hys  way, 

Quhen  the  fet  day  cumpyn  was ; 

He  fped  hym  faft  towart  the  place 

That  he  nemyt  for  to  fycht.  215 

The  fun  wis  ryflyn  fchinand  brycht, 

That  fchawyt  on  the  fchelds  brade. 

In  twa  efchels  ordanyt  he  had 

The  folk,  that  he  had  in  leding. 

The  KiHG,  weill  fone  in  the  morning,  220 

Saw  fyrft  cummand  thair  fyrft  efchele, 

Arrayit  farrally,  and  weill. 

And  at  thair  bak,  fum  deill  ner  hand, 

He  faw  the  tothyr  followand. 

Thair  baffynctts  burnyft  all  brycht  225 

Agayn  the  fon  glemand  off  lycht : 

Thair  fpers,  pennonys,  and  thair  fchelds. 

Off  lycht  enlumynyt  all  the  felds : 

Thair  beft  and  browdyn  wes  brycht  baner. 

And  horfs  hewyt  on  fer  maner ;  230 

And  cot  armours  off  fer  colowrs. 

And  hawbreks,  that  war  quhyt  as  flours, 

Maid 

Vet.  118.  An  efclel  Is  a  divifion  of  an  army,  arranged  in 
ibme  particular  manner ;  but  its  form  I  cannot  find. 

Ver,  115.  This  defcription  has  confiderable  merit.  Bar- 
bour, as  appears  from  (everal  pailages,  was  far  horn  beiag 
infenfible  of  the 

Pride,  pomp,  and  circumftance,  of  glorious  war. 
Ver.  ft 3a.  The  hauberk  was  a  coat  of  mail,  made  with 
ioterwoven  rings,  fo  as  to  ply  to  the  body  and  motions. 

It 
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Maid  thaim  glitraad,  as  thai  war  lyk 
To  angelys  hey  pflF  hewynys  ryk. 

The  King  faid,  *  Lords,  now  yc  fe  235 

«  How  yon  men,  throw  thair  grct  poweft^, 

*  Wald,  and  thai  mycht  fullfill  thair  will,^ 

*  Sla  us,  and  makys  fembland  thartiJl. 

*  And  fen  we  knaw  thair  felny, 

«  Ga  we  mctc  thaim  fa  hardily,  240 

*  That  the  ftowtcft  off  thair  mengye, 

*  Off  owr  meting  abayfit  be. 

*  For  giff  the  formaft  cgrely 

*  Be  met,  ye  fall  fee  fedanly 

*  The  hindmaift  fall  abayfit  be.  245 
^  And  thouch  that  thai  be  mar  than  wCi 

«  That  fuld  abayfs  us  litill  thing. 

*  For  quhen  we  cum  to  the  fechting, 
<  Thar  may  mete  us  na  mar  than  we. 

*  Tharfor,  lordings,  ilk  ane  fuld  be  250 

*  Off  us  worthy  off  gret  walour, 

*  For  to  maynetayne  her  our  honour. 
-*  Think  quhat  gladfchip  us  abyds, 

*  Giff  that  we  may,  as  weill  betyds, 

*  Haiff  wiSour  off  owr  fayis  her.  255 

*  For  thar  is  nane  then,  fer  na  ncr, 

*  Jn  all  thys  land  that  us  char  doute.' 
Then  iaid  thai  all^  that  ftud  aboute^ 

It  WIS  not  unknown  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans}  and 
continued  in  ufe,  it  is  briitred,  as  long  as  any  mail. 

«  Schyr, 
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«  Schyr,  gyff  God  will,  we  fall  fa  do, 

*'  Tlxat  na  rcprow  fall  fall  tharto."  260 

*  Now  ga  we  furth  then !'   faid  the  King^ 

•  Quhar  he,  that  maid  ofFnocht  all  thing, 

*  Lcde  us,  and  faiff  us,  for  hys  mycht, 

•  And  help  us  for  till  hald  owr  rycht !' 

With  that  thai  held  thair  way  in  hy,  265 

Weill  fex  hunder  in  cumpany, 
Stalwart  and  (lout,  worthy  and  wycht; 
Bot  thai  war  all  to  few,  Ik  hycht. 
Again  fa  fele  to  ftand  a  ftour, 
Ne  war  thair  utrageoufs  walour.  270 

Now  gaia  the  nobill  King  hys  way, 
Rycht  ftoutly,  and  in  gud  aray. 
And  to  the  formaft  dyke  is  gane ; 
And  in  the  flop  the  feld  has  tane. 
The  cartage,  and  the  powyr  all  275 

That  war  not  worth  in  the  bataill, 
Behynd  hym  levyt  he  all  ftill, 
Sjttand  all  famyn  on  the  hill. 

Schyr  Aymer  the  King  has  fene,   . 
With  h}rs  men,  that  war  cant  and  kene,  280 

Come  to  the  playne,  doune  fra  the  hyll, 
As  he  thocht  in  full  gud  will 
For  to  defende  or  to  aflaille, 
Giff  ony  wald  bid  hym  bataill. 

Tharfoc 
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Tharfor  h]rs  men  comfortyt  he,  285 

And  bad  thaim  wycht  and  worthy  be ; 

For  gifF  that  thai  mycht  wynne  the  King, 

And  haiff  wi£tour  ofF'hys  fechting, 

Thai  fuld  rycht  weill  rewardyt  be  j 

And  ek  gretly  thair  renoune.  290 

With  that  th^i  war  weill  ner  the  King  s 
And  he  left  hys  amoneffing, 
And  gert  trump  to  the  aflemble» 
And  the  formoft  ofF  hys  mengye 
Enbrafyt  with  the  fchelds  braid,  29S 

And  rycht  farraly  togydder  raid, 
With  heid  ftoupand,  and  fpers  ftraucht, 
Rycht  to  the  King  thair  wayis  raucht. 
That  mete  thaim  with  fa  gret  wigour. 
That  the  beft,  and  off  the  maift  walour,  300 

War  laid  at  erd  at  thair  meting^ 
Quhar  men  mycht  her  fic  a  brcking 
Off  fpers,  that  to  frufchyt  war  j 
And  the  woundyt  fa  cry  and  rar  j 
That  it  anoyis  wes  to  her,  30$ 

For  thai,  that  fyrft  affemblyt  wer> 
Swyngyt,  and  &ucht  full  fturdely. 
The  noyis  begouth  than,  and  the  cry« 

A  mychty  God !  quha  thar  had  bene, 
And  had  the  King's  worlchip  fene,  31O 

And  hys  brothyr,  that  was  hym  by. 
That  ftonyit  thaim  fa  hardely. 

That 
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That  thair  gud  deid,  and  thair  bounte^ 

GaifF  gret  comfort  to  thair  mengye  ; 

And  how  Dowglas  fa  manlily  3IS 

Comfortyt  thaim^  that  war  hym  by ; 

He  fuld  Weill  fay,  that  thai  had  will 

To  wyn  honour,  and  cum  thartiil* 

The  King's  men  la  worthy  war. 
That  with  fpers,  that  fcharply  fchar,  3I0 

Thai  ftekyt  men,  and  fteds  baith. 
Till  rede  blud  ran  off*  wounds  raith* 
The  horfs  that  woundyt  war  gan  flings 
And  rufchyt  thair  folk  in  thair  flynging } 
Swa  that  thai  that  the  formaft  war  32$ 

War  (calyt  in  foppys,  her  and  thar. 
The  King  faw  thaim  rufchyt  fwa, 
And  iaw  thaim  relsmd  to  and  fra ; 
Ran  apon  thaim  fa  egrely. 

And  dang  on  thaim  fa  hardely,  3J0 

That  fcle  gart  ofF  hys  fayis  fall* 
The  feld  wis  ner  coweryt  all 
fiath  with  flane  horfs,  and  with  men* 
For  the  gud  Kino  thar  folowyt  thcn^ 
With  fyve  hunder  that  wappnys  bar»  3Jj 

That  wald  thair  feyis  nathing  fpar. 
Thai  dang  on  thaim  fa  hardely, 
That,  in  fchort  tyme,  men  mycht  fe  ly 
At  erd  an  hunder,  and  weiU  mar.  .  . 

The  remanand  fa  fleyit  war,  340 

:.  That 
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That  thai  begouth  thaim  to  withdraw*  ^ 

And  quhen  thai  off  the  rerward  fitw 
Thair  waward  be  la  difcomfjrt, 
Thai  fled  forowtjrn  mar  rcfpyu 

And  quhen  Schyr  Aymsr  has  fene  345 

Hys  men  fleand  haly  bcden, 
Wjrt  ye  wcill  bym  wis  fidl  way. 
Bot  he  moucht  not  ammonyfs  fway, 
That  ony  for  hym  wald  turn  agane* 
And  quhen  he  faw  he  tynt  hys  payne^  350 

He  turnyt  h3rs  bridill  for  to  ga: 
For  the  gud  King  thaim  preffit  fwa 
That  fum  war  dede,  and  fum  war  tane  i 
And  the  laiff  thair  gat  ar  gane. 

The  folk  fled  apon  diis  maner  355 

Forowt  areft ;  and  Schyr  Aymer 
Agayne  to  Boithueill  is  gane^ 
Meoand  the  fcaith  that  he  has  tane. 
Sa  fchamfuU  that  he  wencuflTyt  wais. 
That  till  Ingland  in  hy  he  gais,  36^ 

Rycht  to  the  King,  and  fchamfully 
He  gaiff  up  thar  hys  wardanry. 
Na  newyr  fyne,  for  na  kyn  thing, 
Bot  giff  he  come  rycht  with  the  King, 
Come  he  to  werray  Scotland.  365 

Sa  hewyly  he  tuk  on  hand, 
That  the  Kino  into  fet  bataill, 
Widi  a  quhene,  lik  to  pouerall, 

Wencyiyt 
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Wencufyt  hym  with  a  gret  mengyci 

That  war  renonyt  off  gret  bounty*  370 

Sic  angre  had  Schyr  Aymery* 
And  King  Robbrt,  that  wis  hardyi 
Ahaid  rycht  ftill  into  the  place, 
Hn  that  hys  men  had  left  the  chace. 
Syne  with  prifonours  that  thai  had  tane,  375 

Thai  ar  towart  thair  innys  gane ; 
Faft  lowand  God  ofF  thar  weil&r. 
He  mycht  haifffene,  that  had  bene  diar, 
A  folic  that  mery  was  and  glaid 
For  thair  widlour ;  and  als  thai  haid  380 

A  lord  that  fwa  fwete  wit,  and  deboner, 
Sa  curtaifs,  and  off  fa  fayr  efier, 
Sa  blyth,  and  als  fa  weiU  bourdand. 
And  in  bataill  (a  ftyth  to  ftand, 
Swa  wyfs,  and  rycht  fwa  awife,  385 

That  diai  had  gret  caufs  blyth  to  be« 

Swa  war  diai  blyth  widiowtjrn  dout, 
For  fele,  that  wynnyt  thaim  about^ 
Fra  thai  the  King  faw  help  hym  fwa, 
Till  hym  thair  homage  gan  thai  ma»  390 

Than  woux  hys  power  mar  and  mar« 
And  he  thocht  weill  that  he  wald  far 
Bot  our  the  Adounth  with  hys  menye^ 
To  luk  quha  that  hys  freynd  wald  be. 

Vol.  II.  C  Into 
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Into  Schyr  Alexander  Frassr  395 

He  traiftyt,  for  thai  cofyngs  wer^ 

And  hys  brothyr  Svmon,  thai  twa  j 

He  had  myftre  weill  ofFma^ 

For  he  had  hyis  mony  ane« 

Schyr  Ihon  Cummyk  Erie  oS Bottchqubane^  409 

And  Schyr  Ihon  the  Mowbray  (yn^ 

And  gud  Schyr  Dauid  off  Brechyne, 

With  aU  the  folk  off  thair  leding, 

War  fayis  to  the  nobill  King. 

And  for  he  wyft  thai  war  hys  fayis,  405 

Hys  wiage  thyddirwart  he  tais, 

For  he  wald  fe  quhat  kyn  endyng 

Thai  wald  fet  on  thair  menaffing. 

The  King  buflcyt  and  maid  hym  yar, 
Northwarts  with  hys  folic  to  far.  410 

Hys  brodyr  with  hym  gan  he  ta. 
And  Schyr  Gilbert  db  lb  Hay  alfua; 
The  Erie  off  Lenewax  als  was  thar, 
That  with  the  King  was  our  all  qohars 
Schyr  Robert  Boyd,  and  othyrs  ma.  41  j 

The  King  gan  fiirth  hys  wayis  ta; 
And  \tk  James  off  Dowglas, 
With  all  the  folk  that  with  hym  was. 
Behind  hym  for  Do  luk  giff  he 
Mycht  recower  hys  cuntre.  420 

He  left  into  full  gret  perill; 
Bot  eftre,  in  a  litill  quhiU, 

Throw 


B    V    K    X       Till.  19 

Throw  hys  grct  worfchip  fa  he  wrouch^ 

That  to  the  Kings  peis  be  broucht 

Thc/arj/?  offSekrjk  all  hale ;  425 

And  alfua  did  he  Dowglas-daU  i 

And  Jidwortbis  f9reft  alfua. 

And  quha  fit  vreill  on  hand  coudi  ta 

To  tell  fays  worfchippis,  ane  and  ane 

He  fuld  fynd  ofF  thaim  mony  ane.  430 

For  in  hys  tyme,  as  men  faid  me, 

Thrcten  tymys  wencufiyt  wcs  he. 

And  had  wiftours  feuen  and  fyfty. 

Hym  femyt  not  lang  ydill  to  ly 

Be  hys  trawaill  he  had  na  will.  435 

Methink  men  fuld  hym  lore  with  ikilL 

This  James,  quhen  the  Kino  wes  gane^ 
AH  priuely  hys  men  has  tane, 
And  went  to  Dmvglas-dale  agane  s 
And  maid  all  priuely  a  trane  44O 

To  thaim  that  in  the  caftell  war. 
A  bi^chement  maid  he  flely  thar; 
And  oflFhys  men  fourten,  or  ma. 
He  gert  as  thai  war  fekkis  ta 
Fellyt  with  grefs ;  and  fyne  thaim  lay  445 

Apon  thair  horfs,  and  hald  thair  way, 

Ver.  4S59  417.  It  appears  from  different  audion » charters, 
&c.  that  the  country  about  Selkirk  and  Jedburgh  was  for- 
merly called  The  Foreft }  and  it  feemt  to  have  lain  uncul- 
dvated,  from  itt  proximity  to  the  borders,  and  coniequent 
«acpofiire  to  the  raraget  of  the  border-tfaicret. 

C  2  Rycht 
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Rycht  as  thai  wald  to  Lanark^  far 

Owtouth  quhar  thai  enbufcbyt  war. 

And  quhen  thai  ofF  the  caftell  law 

Sa  fele  ladys  gang  on  raw»  450 

OfF  that  fycht  thai  war  wondrc  feyn. 

And  tauld  it  to  thair  capitane, 

That  hate  Schyr  Ihonb  off  Webetoun; 

He  wis  baith  yong,  ftout,  and  felloun, 

Joly  alfua,  and  walageoufs ;  455 

And  for  that  he  was  amoroufs. 

He  wald  ifche  far  the  blythlier. 

He  gert  hys  men  tak  all  thair  ger. 

And  ifch  to  get  thaim  wi£bille, 

For  thair  wi^laiUe  gan  faft  thaim  falle.  460 

Thai  ifchyt  all  abandounly, 

And  prikkyt  furth  fa  willfully 

To  wyn  the  ladys,  that  thai  law  pafs, 

Quhill  that  DowcLAS  with  hys  was 

Ver.  449.  The  callle-hill  of  Lanark  it  on  the  fouth  of 
the  town ;  but  no  ruin  of  the  caftle  remains  j  its  fcite  being 
now  a  bowling-green  and  garden.  The  murder  of  Wal- 
lace's wife,  which  feems  the  firft  caufe  which  incited  him 
to  arms,  was  committed  at  Lanark,  by  Hefelrig  or  Hiflop, 
govemour  of  the  caftle,  whom  Wallace  after  ilew.  See 
Fordun  xi.  18  ;  for  Henry  the  minftrel  is  no  authority,  his 
work  being  an  abfurd  romance  \  tho*  in  this  inftance  he 
accords  with  hiftory,  and  with  tradition,  a  large  cave  in 
Cartland  Craigs  near  Lanark,  where  Henry  fa3rs  that  Wallace 
lurked,  being  called  Wallace's  Cave  to  this  day.  It  is  re- 
markable that  Sir  D.  Dalrymple  ihould  have  omitted  this 
important  drcumftance,  for  which  Fordun  was  furely  good 
authority. 

AU 
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AD  betwix  thaim  and  the  caftelK  465 

The  laidmen,  that  perfawit  weill. 

Thai  keft  thair  ladys  doun  in  hy  j 

And  diair  gownys  deliuerly 

That  heylyt  thaim,  thai  keft  away ; 

And  in  gret  hy  thair  horfs  hint  thai.  470 

And  ftert  apon  thaim  fturdyly, 

And  met  thair  fayis  with  a  cry ; 

That  had  gret  wondre,  quhen  thai  faw 

Thaim,  that  war  er  lurkand  fa  law, 

Cum  apon  thaim  fa  hardely.  47S 

Thai  woux  abayfyt  fedanly ; 

And  at  the  caftell  wald  haifFbene : 

Quhen  thai  ane  othyr  halfFhas  fenc, 

DowGLAS  brak  hys  enbufchement, 

That  agayn  thaim  rycht  ftoutly  went.  480 

Thai  wyft  not  quhat  to  do,  na  fay, 

Thair  fayis  on  aythir  fid  faw  thai. 

That  ftrak  on  thaim,  forowtyn  fparing. 

And  thai  mycbt  help  thaimfelwys  nathing ; 

Bot  fled  to  warand,  quhar  thai  moucht*  485 

And  thai  fa  angrely  thaim  foucht; 

That  ofF  thaim  all  efchapyt  nane. 

Scbyr  Ihone  Webetown  thar  wes  flayne. 

And  quhen  he  dede  wis,  as  ye  her, 

Thai  fand  intill  hys  coffer  490 

A  lettyr  that  hym  fend  a  lady^ 

That  he  luffyt  per  drouery, 

That 

Vcr.  4^1.  Ptr  drounyt  is  not  in  a  view  of  marriage.   Tht 
C  3  term 
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That  faid  quhen  be  bad  yemjt  a  yer 

In  wer,  as  a  gud  batcbiller, 

The  awenturs  caftell  oS  Dowglas^  495 

That  to  kep  fa  peralus  was ; 

Than  mycht  he  weill  afk  a  lady 

Hyr  amours,  and  byr  drouery. 

The  letter  fpak  on  this  maner. 
And  quhen  thai  flayne  on  this  wyfi  wer,         500 
DowGLAs  rycht  to  the  caflell  raid,  . 
And  thar  fa  gret  debate  he  maid. 
That  in  the  caftell  cntryt  he. 
I  wate  nocht  all  the  certantc, 
Quetheyr  it  wis  throw  ftrenth  or  flycht.  505 

Bot  he  wrocht  fa  with  mekill  mycht 
That  the  cunftabill,  and  all  the  laiff 
That  war  tharin,  bath  man  and  knai^ 
He  tuk,  and  gaifF  thaim  difpending  ; 
And  fent  thaim  home,  bot  mar  grewing,  510 
To  the  Clyffurd,  in  thair  cuntre. 
And  fyne  (a  befyly  wroucht  he, 

term  is  old  French.   Drue\  maitrefTe,  ou  concubine :  Drurie, 
la  vie  joycufe. 

Soit  fa  moullier,  ou  foil  fa  drui', 

Tantoft  en  a  Tamour  perdue. 

Roman  de  la  Rojif  10196. 

Que  bicn  voy-je  que  ma  drurye, 

Ne  mon  Tolas  ne  vous  plaift  mye.  Ib»  9x78. 
It  might  be  thought  that  Drury-lane  takes  its  name  from 
this  tenn,  now  fo  applicable  $  but  it  was  a  lane  leading  up 
to  Drury-houTej  the  feat  of  a  family  called  Drury. 

That 
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That  he  tumblyt  doun  all  the  wall, 

And  deftroyit  the  houffis  all. 

Syne  till  the  Foreft  held  hys  way,  51 5 

Qiihar  he  had  mony  ane  hard  aflay : 

And  mony  hyr  poynt  ofFwer  befell. 

Quha  couth  thaim  all  reherfs,  or  tell, 

He  fuld  fay  that  hys  name  fuld  be 

Leftand  in  fiill  gret  renoune.  520 
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ARGUMENT. 

The  Kyng  paffis  the  Mountb^  and  falls  fick  at  Emwrie 
'^is  carried  to  Slenath.^^Xkmin  Erie  rfBvcHKH 
ajfailis  the  Kingj  quha  is  bravelie  defendit  hi  his 
men.-^The  Kyng  recovenmd  defeits  BucHAN  at 
Enr§ury\  and  herries  aB  his  lands — fares  t9 
Angus^  and  taks  Forfar  cqftell^-and  Perth.^^Schir 
Edward  Brucb  gemgand  to  Galloway  defeits 
Schir  Atmbr  St.  John  at  &f^.«  Douglas 
taks  Randil  and  Stuart  prifinesrs. 
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Pjo  W  Icvc  wc  intai  the  Fanft 
DowGLAS,  that  fall  bot  lidll  reft» 
Tai  the  cuntre  deliueryt  be 
Off  Inglis  folk,  and  thair  powfte : 
And  turn  we  till  the  nobill  King  ;  5 

That,  with  the  folk  off  hys  leding, 
Towart  the  Mounth  has  tane  hys  way, 
Rycht  ftoutly,  and  intill  gud  aray. 
Quhar  Alysander  Frayser  hym  met, 
And  als  hys  brodyr  Symonet,  10 

With  all  the  folk  thai  with  thaim  had. 
The  King  gud  cuntenance  thaim  maid : 
That  wcs  rycht  blyth  off  thair  cummyne. 
Thai  tauld  the  Kino  off  the  cowyne 
Off  Ihon  Cummyn  Erie  off  Bouchanej  15 

That  till  help  hjon  had  widi  hym  tane 
Schyr  Ihon  Mowbray,  and  othyr  ma; 
Schyr  Dauid  off  Brechyn  alfua; 
With  all  the  folk  off  thair  leding  ; 
^  And  yarnys  mar  na  ony  thing  20 

•  Wcngeancc 
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*  Wengeancc  off  yow,  Schyr  King,  to  tak, 

*  For  Schyr  Ihone  the  Cummyns  fak, 

*  That  quhillum  in  Dumfrefi  wcs  flayn/ 
The  King  faid,^  Sa  our  Lord  me  fayn, 

"  I  had  gret  caufs  hym  for  to  fla.  25 

«*  And  fen  that  thai  on  hand  will  ta, 

«*  Becaufs  off  hym,  to  werray  me, 

«« I  fall  thole  a  quhile,  and  fe 

*^  On  quhat  wyfs  that  thai  prowe  thair  mycht. 

*«  And  giff  it  fall  that  thai  will  fycht,  30 

«  Giff  thai  aflaile  wc  fall  defend, 

"  Syne  fell  eftre  quhat  God  will  fend." 

Eftre  this  fpek,  the  King  in  hy 
Held  ftraucht  hys  way  till  Enrowry. 
And  thar  hym  tuk  fic  a  feknes,  35 

That  putt  hym  to  full  hard  diftrefs. 
That  he  forbar  baith  drynk  and  mete* 
Hys  men  na  medecyne  couth  get 
That  euir  mycht  to  the  King  awaile. 
Hys  forcCvgan  hym  halyly  feilc,  40 

That  he  mycht  noth)rr  ryd  na  ga. 
Then  wyt  ye  that  hys  men  war  wa ; 


Vcr.  34..  Invemry,  about  fifteen  miles  north-weft  of  Aber- 
dcen.  Bruce  went  to  the  north  of  Scotland  0£lober»  1107. 
The  Annalift  of  Scotland,  ii.  as/thinks  Bruce  had  met 
with  a  defeat  before  he  proceeded  to  the  north }  and  fajrt  it 
it  difficult  otherwife  to  account  for  that  progrefs :  but  the 
reafoDt  giren  by  our  poet  iecm  fufficient. 

For 
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For  nane  wes  in  that  cumpany, 

That  wald  haifF  bene  halfF  fa  fary 

For  till  haifF  fene  hys  brodyr  ded,  45 

Lyand  befor  thaim  in  that  fted. 

As  diai  war  for  hys  feknes, 

For  all  thair  comfort  in  hym  wes. 

Bot  gud  Schyr  Eduuard  die  worthy, 
Hys  brodyr  that  wis  fa  hardy,  50 

And  wyfs  and  wicht,  fee  mekill  payn 
To  comfort  thaim  with  all  hys  mayn. 
And  quhen  thelocds,  tiiat  thar  war. 
Saw  that  the  ill  ay  mar  and  mar 
Trawaillyit  the  Ki^o,  thaim  thoucht  in  hy      55 
It  was  not  fpedfull  thar  to  ly ; 
For  thar.all  playne  wes  the  cuntrct 
And  thai  war  bot  a  few  menye. 
To  ly  but  flrenth  into  the  playne. 
For  diis,  till  that  thair  capitane  60 

.War  coweryt  oflF  hys  mekill  ill. 
Thai  thoucht  to. wend  fum  ftrenthis  till. 

For  folk  forowtyn  capitane, 
Bot  diai  the  bettir  be  apayn. 
Sail  not  be  all,  fa  gud  in  deid,  65 

As  diai  a  Lord  h^  thaim  to  leid ; 
That  dar  put  hym  in  awentur,  « 

Bot  abayfing  to.  tak  the  ure 
That  God  will  fend :  for  quhen  that  he 
•Off  fic  will  is  and  fie  bounty,  -  70 

That 
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That  he  dar  put  hym  till  aflaj, 
Hys  folk  fall  tak  enfample  ay 
QiFh}rs  gud  deid  and  hys  bounte^ 
And  ane  off  thaim  fall  be  worth  thre 
Off  thaim  that  wilkyt  chiftane  hais.  75 

Hys  wrechytnefi  fa  in  thaim  gats^ 
That  thai  thair  manlynes  M  tjme. 
Throw  wrechytnes  off  hys  cowyne* 
iFor  quhen  the  lords,  diat  thaim  fuld  leid. 
May  do  noucht  hot  as  he  war  deid,  80 

Or  fra  hys  folk  halds  hys  way 
Fleand,  trow  ye  not  than  that  thai 
Sail  wencufyt  in  thair  harts  be  i 
Yis  (all  thai,  as  I  trow,  parde, 
Bot  giff  thair  harts  be  fa  hey^  85 

That  thai  na  wiU  for  thair  worichip  fley. 
And  thouch  fum  be  off  fic  bounte, 
Quhen  thai  the  lord  and  hys  menye 
Seys  fley,  yeit  fall  thai  fley  iqiayn ; 
For  all  men  fleis  the  deid  rycht  iayne.  90 

See  quhat  he  dois,  that  fwa  fo^ndy  * 
Fleis  thus  for  hys  cowardy; 
Bath  hym  and  hys  wencu^  he^ 
And  gers  hys  fayis  abowne  be* 
Bot  he  that,  throw  hys  gret  noblay,  95 

Till  peralls  hym  abandownyt  ayi 
To  recomfort  hys  menye^ 
Gers  that  he  be  off  &  ptt  boont^ 
That  mony  tyme  nnlikly  thing 
Thai  bring  rycht  wcill  lo  gud  ending.  100 

S« 
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Sa  did  this  King,  that  Ik  oiF  reid  $ 
And,  for  hys  uttrageoii&  manheidy 
Confortyt  hjrs  on  fie  maner. 
That  nane  had  radnes  qufaar  he  wer 
Liand  intiU  hys  feknes.  105 

Tharfor  in  littre  did  hym  lay, 
And  till  the  Slenauch  held  diair  way : 
And  thocht  thar  ip  that  ftrenth  to  ly. 
Till  paflyt  war  hys  malady* 

Bot  fra  the  Erie  oiF  BucH ank  i  10 

Wyft  that  thai  war  thyddir  gane  ; 
And  wyft  that  fa  iek  wis  the  King 
That  men  dowtyt  ofF  hys  cowering  s 
He  fent  eftre  hys  men  in  hy. 
And  aflembljrt  a  gret  cumpany.  iij 

For  all  hys  awne  men  war  thar  ; 
And  all  hys  freynds  with  hym  war ; 
That  ¥ns  Schyr  Ihone  the  Mowbray, 
And  hys  brodyr,.  as  Ik  hard  fay^ 
And  Schyr  David  oflFB&ECHYNGB,  za6 

Widi  fele  folk  in  thair  ledyng. 

And  quhen  thai  all  afiemblyt  war, 
In  hy  thai  tuk  thair  way  to  fiur 
To  the  Sknmub^  with  all  thair  men. 
For  to  aflaille  the  Kino  then  tlf 

Vcr.  i07«  The  Slenauch  is  probably  ia  thf  movstaint  of 
Bcnachie,  a  few  mikt  weft  of  Invenuy. 

Wis 
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Wis  liand  intill  hys  feknes.  . 

This  wer  eftre  die  MartymaSy 

Quhen  fnaw  had  helyt  all  the  land. 

To  the  Slenauch  thai,  come  ner  hand» 

Arrayit  on  thair  beft  maner.  .  130 

And  tlien  the  King's  men  diat  were 

War  oflF  thair  corne^  thaim  apparaylyt 

To  defend,  giff  thai  thaim  affiiylyt.. 

And  not  forthy  thair  fayis  war 

Ay  twa  for  ane  that  thai  war  thar.  135 

The  Erly's  men  ner  cumman^war, 

Trumpand  and  makand  mekill  fiu*. 

And  maid  knychts  quhen  thai  war  ner. 

And  thai,  that  in  the  wodds  fld  wer> 

Stud  in  aray  rycht  farraly,  i^.o 

And  thoucht  to  byd  thar  hardyly 

The  cummyn  off  thair  enymyis. 

Bot  thai  wald,  apon  na  kyn  wyfs, 

Ifche  till  aflaile  thaim  in  fechting, 

Till  coweryt  war  the.nobill  King.  145 

Botand  oydiir  wald  thaim  aflaillye, 

Thai  wald  defend  wailye  contra  wailye. 

And  quhen  die  Erl's  cumpany 
Sa  that  diai  wroucht  ia  wifely, 
That  thai  thair  ftrenth  Ichupe  to  defend;         150 
Thair  archers  fiirth  to  them  diai  fend, 

Vcr.  13S.  It  it  wdl  kAown  dut  it  was  ufwal  to  make 
knights  jaft  before  a  battk. 

To 
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To  bykkcr  thaim  as  men  ofFmajme; 
And  thai  fend  archers  thaim  agaynCi 
That  bekkyryt  thaim  fa  fturdcly, 
Till  thai  off  the  Erie's  party  155 

Intill  the  baCaill  drywyn  war. 
Thre  dayis  on  this  wyfs  lay  thai  thar; 
And  bekkyryt  thaim  euirilk  day. 
Bot  thair  bowmen  the  war  had  ay. 
And  quhen  the  Kings  cumpany  160 

Saw  thair  fayis  befor  thaim  ly, 
That  ilk  day  wox  ma  and  ma. 
And  thai  war  quhene,  and  ftad  mar  (a 
That  thai  had  nathing  for  till  eyt, 
Bot  giff  thai  trawaillit  it  to  get;  165 

Tharfor  thai  tuk  cunfale  into  hy 
That  thar  wald  thai  na  langer  ly ; 
Bot  hald  thair  way  quhar  thai  mycht  get 
To  thaim,  and  thairs,  widlallis  and  mete. 

In  a  littar  the  King  thai  lay;  17Q 

And  redyt  thaim,  and  held  thair  way. 
That  all  thair  fayis  mycht  thaim  fe. 
Ilk  man  bufkyt  hym  in  hys  degre 
To  fycht  giff  thai  affaillyt  war. 
In  midds  thaim  the  Kyng  thai  bar,  175 

And  ycid  about  hym  farraly. 
And  not  full  gretly  thaim  gan  by. 

The  Eilc,  and  thai  that  with  hym  war, 
Saw  that  thai  bufkyt  thaim  to  far  i 
Vol.  II.  D  And 
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And  {aw  how,  with  b,  litiU  efiray,  x8a 

Thai  held  furth  with  the  King  diair  way, 

Redy  to  fycht,  quha^ald  aflaile; 

Thair  harts  begouth  all  to  faile : 

And  in  pefs  let  thaim  pafs  thaIr  way; 

And  till  thair  houfsis  hame  went  thai.  285 

The  Erie  hys  way  tuk  to  Bowchamj 
And  Schyr  Eduuard  die  Bruce  is  ganc 
Rycht  to  Strabolghyy  with  the  King. 
And  fwa  lang  thar  maid  foiournyng, 
Till  he  begouth  to  cowyr,  and  ga.  j^ 

And  fyne  thair  wayis  gan  thai  ta 
Till  Innerowrte  ftraucht  agayne. 
For  thai  wald  ly  into  the  playne, 
The  wynter  fefone,  for  wi£bile 
Intill  the  plane  nij^ht  thaim  to  £iile.  195 

The  Erie  wyft  that  thai  war  thar ; 
And  gadryt  a  mengye,  her  and  thar  ; 
Brechyne,  and  Mowbray,  and  thair  men. 
All  till  the  Erie  aflemblyt  then. 
And  war  a  full  gret  cumpany  .  200 

Off  men  arayit  jolyly. 

Ver.  tS8.  Strathbogy^  a  country  and  town  on  the  wtft  of 
Aberdeen-lhire. 

Ver.  1949 195.  Edition*  read : 

The  winter  feafon  for  vittail 
Into  the  plain  they  mifitt  iMt  iail* 

Till 
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Till  J^dd  Meldrum  thai  yeid  thair  way. 

And  thar  with  thair  men  logyt  thai, 

Befor  Yhule-ewyn  a  nycht  hot  mar^ 

A  thoufand  trow  I  weile  thai  war.  205 

Thai  logyt  thaim  all  thar  that  nycht. 

And  on  the  morn,  quhen  day  was  lychf^ 

The  Lord  of  Brechyne^  Schyr  D  A  WV, 

Is  went  towart  Innerowryy 

To  luk  giff  he  on  ony  wylk  %iq 

Mycht  do  fcaith  till  hys  ennymjcs. 

And  till  the  end  of  Innerowry 

Come  ridand  (a  fedanly, 

That  off  the  King's  men  he  flew 

A  part^  and  o:hyr  fum  thaim  withdreiif,  %i^ 

And  fled  thair  way  towart  the  King  \ 

That,  with  the  maift  off  hys  gadryng. 

On  the  yond  half  doun  was  thaim  liand* 

And  quhen  men  tauld  hym  tythand. 

How  Schyr  Dawy  had  flayne  hys  men,  220 

Hys  horfs  in  hy  he  afkyt  then. 

And  bad  hys  men  all  mak  thaim  yar 

Into  gret  hy,  for  he  wald  far 

To  bargayne  with  hys  enymyfs. 

With  that  he  bufkyt  for  to  ryfs,  225 

That  was  not  all  weill  recoweryt  then. 

Than  faid  fum  off  hys  priuy  men, 

^  Quhat  think  ye  this  gat  to  hi 

•  To  fecht,  and  not  yheit  recoweryt  ar  ?  * 

**  Yhis,"  faid  the  King,  "  witbowtyn  wccr,  2J0 

*^  Thair  boft  has  nuiid  me  hale  and  fer, 

D  2  «  For 
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<<  For  fuld  na  medecyne  la  Tone 

<'  HaifFcoweiyt  me,  as  thai  haifFdone. 

«  Tharfor,  fa  God  hymfclff  me  fe ! 

**I  fell  aythir  haiff  thaim,  or  thai  me/'  235 

And  quhen  hys  men  has  hard  the  King 
Set  hym  fa  hale  for  the  fechting, 
OflFhys  coweryng  all  blyth  thai  war. 
And  maid  tfaaim  for  the  bataill  yhar. 

The  nobill  King,  and  hys  mengye,  249 

That  mycht  wcill  ner  feucn  hunder  be, 
Towart  Auld Meldrum  tuk  thair  way, 
Quhar  the  Erie  and  hys  mengy  lay. 
The  difcowrrours  faw  thaim  cummand. 
With  baners  to  the  wynd  wawand ;  245 

And  yeid  to  thair  lord  in  hy. 
That  gert  arme  hys  men  haftily. 
And  thaim  arayit  for  bataill. 
Behind  tfaaim  fet  thai  thair  poweraill, 
And  mud  gud  fembland  for  to  fycht.  250 

The  King  come  on  with  mekill  mycht; 
And  thai  abaid,  makand  gret  fiiyr. 
Till  thai  ner  at  aflemblyng  wayr. 

Bot  quhen  thai  faw  die  nobill  King 
Cum  ftoutly  on,  forowtyn  fenyeing,  255 

A  lidll  on  bridill  thai  diaim  withdrew. 
And  the  King,  that  rycht  wtill  knew 

That 
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That  thai  war  all  difcomfyt  ner, 
Preflyt  on  thaim  with  hys  bancr  j 
And  Aai  withdrew  mar  and  mar.  a6o 

And  quhen  the  fmall  folk  thai  had  thar 
Saw  thair  lords  withdraw  thaim  fwa. 
Thai  turnyt  thair  taks  all  for  to  ga, 
And  fled  all  fcalyt  her  and  thar. 
The  lords  that  yheit  togeddyr  war,  265 

Saw  that  thair  fmall  folk  war  fleand. 

And  faw  the  King  floutly  cummand| 

Thai  war  ilkanc  abefyt  fwa. 

That  thai  the  bak  gaifF,  and  to  ga« 

A  litill  ftound  famyn  held  thai,  270 

And  fyne  ilk  man  l^as  tane  his  way. 

Fele  neuir  man  fa  foule  myfchance, 
Eftre  fa  fturdy  cuntenance. 
For  quhen  tlie  King's  cumpany 
Saw  that  thai  fled  fa  foulyly,  275 

Thai  chafyt  thaim  with  all  thair  mayn ; 
And  fum  thai  tuk,  and  fum  has  flayn. 
The  remanand  war  fleand  ay ; 
Quha  had  gud  horfs  gat  beft  away. 
Till  Ingland  fled  the  erle  ofF  BowcHquHANE, 
Schyr  Ihone  Mowbray  is  with  hym  gane,  281 
And  war  refett  with  the  king. 
Bot  diai  had  bath  bot  fchort  lefting ; 
For  thai  deyt  fone  eftre  fyne. 
And  Schyr  Dauid  ofF  Brbchynb  285 

D  3  Fled 
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Fled  till  Brecbyney  hys  awyn  caftell ; 

And  warnyft  it  baith  fayr  and  weill. 

Bdt  the  crle  of  Atholl,  Dawy 

Hys  fon,  that  wis  in  Kyldromy^ 

Come  fyne,  and  hym  aflegyt  thar.  29^ 

And  he  that  wald  hald  wer  na  mar, 

Na  bargane  with  the  nobill  KiKO, 

Cbme  fyne  hys  man  with  gud  treting. 

Now  ga  we  to  the  Kino  agayne. 
That  off  hys  wiftory  wes  rycht  fayne,  295 

And  gert  hys  men  bryn  all  Bouchane 
Fra  end  till  end,  and  fparyt  nane ; 
And  heryit  thaim  on  Ac  maner, 
That  eftre  that  weill  fyfty  yer, 
Men  meny t  Ac  Herfchip  §ff  Bowcbam.  300 

The  King  than  till  hys  pefs  has  tane 
The  north  cuntrcyis,  that  humbly 
Obeyfyt  till  hjrs  fenyowry. 
Sa  that  be  nordi  the  Msnth  war  nane 
Than  thai  hys  men  war  ilieane.  305 

Hys  lordfchip  wox  ay  mar  and  mar. 
Towart  Angufs  fyne  gan  he  fiur, 

Ver.  a96.  This  rarftge  of  Buchan  is  certainly  no  gem  ia 
the  crown  of  firuce's  praife  \  but  the  manners  of  the  agt« 
«nd  the  defire  of  ftrlking  falutary  terror  into  his  opponents, 
roaj  excufe  him  \  along  with  the  juft  enmity  he  had  for  the 
CurominSy  a  funily  too  powerful,  and  who  had  confpired  his 
death.   The  time  ii  no«r  fpring,  1 308.    See  Atnudij  ih  h* 

And 


B    U     K     B 


IX. 


And  dioucht  fbne  to  mak  all  fre 
That  wes  on  the  northalfF  the  Scotts  Si. 
The  caftell  off  Forfayr  wes  then 
Stufiyt  all  with  Inglis  nun. 
fiot  Philip  the  Foraster  off  Platam 
Haft  off  hys  freynds  with  hym  tane, 
And  with  leddrys  all  priuely 
To  the  caftell  he  gan  hym  hy. 
And  up  owtour  the  wall  off  ftanc, 
And  fwa  gat  has  the  caftell  tane, 
TTirow  faute  off  wach,  with  litill  payne* 
And  fyne  all  that  he  fand  has  flayne : 
Syne  yauld  the  caftell  to  the  King» 
Tliat  maid  hym  rycht  gud  rewarding. 
And  fyne  gert  brek  doun  the  wall. 
And  fordyd  well,  and  caftell  all. 


39 


310 


31S 


320 


Quhen  that  the  caftell  off  Forfar^ 
And  all  the  towrs  tumblyt  war 
Downe  till  the  erd,  as  Ik  haiff  tauld, 
The  King,  that  wycht  was  wyfs  and  bauld. 
That  thoucht  that  he  wald  mak  all  fre 
Apon  the  north  halff  the  Scoits  Sfj 


3^5 


Ver.  309.  The  Sc$ts  Sea^  or  Mart  Scotiatmf  it  the  fritli 
•f  Forth.  That  part  of  Scotland  fouth  of  Clyde  and  Forth 
was  not  accounted  to  be  in  Scotland  proper,  till  a  late  period, 
but  only  bebnging  to  it.  See  Enquiry  mio  tin  Hi/hty  ^ 
Scotland  preceding  1056.    London  1789,  a  vols.  Svo* 

Ver.  319.  But  Dundee  was  ftill  held  by  the  Eng^,  till 
1313*    See  book  X.  ver.  801. 

D  4  TiU 
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Till  P/rtA  is  went,  with  all  hys  rout,  330    i 

And  unbcfett  the  towne  about ;  v^ 

And  till  it  a  fege  has  let.  :^ 

Bot  quhill  it  mycht  haifF  men  and  mete,  *  ^ 

It  mycht  not  but  gret  payn  be  tane ;  ] 

For  all  the  wall  wis  then  of  ftane,  335 

And  wycht  towrs  and  hey  ftandand. 

And  that  tyme  war  tharin  duelland 

Moffat,  and  als  Olysard, 

Thaif  twa  the  toun  had  all  in  ward : 

And  ofF  Straitherne  als  the  Erie  wes  diar.  340 

Bot  hys  Ton,  and  ofF  hys  men,  war 

Without  intill  the  Kings  rowt. 

Thar  was  oft  bekkyryng  ftyth  and  ftout. 

And  men  flayne  apon  ilk  party, 

Bot  the  gud  King,  that  all  wytty  34.5 

Wes  in  hys  deds  euirilkane. 

Saw  the  wallis  fa  ftyth  off  ftane. 

And  faw  defcns  that  thai  gan  ma ; 

And  how  the  toun  was  hard  to  ta 

With  opyn  lawt,  ftrenth  or  mycht ;  350 

Tharfor  he  thocht  to  wyrk  with  flycht. 

And  in  all  tyme  that  he  tKar  lay 

He  fpyit,  and  flely  gert  aflay, 

Quhar  the  dyke  fchaldeft  was. 

Till  at  the  laft  he  fand  a  place  355 

Ver.  340.  Malis  Earl  of  Strathem^  a  nobleman  of  great 
power. 

Ver«  354.  That  is,  «  where  the  ditch  was  (halloweft/ 

That 
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That  men  mycht  till  thair  fchuldcrs  wad. 

And  quhen  he  that  place  fundyn  had, 

He  gert  hys  men  bufk  ilkane, 

Quhen  fex  wouks  ofF  the  fege  wes  gane ; 

And  turfyt  thair  harnefs  halely,  360 

And  left  the  fege  all  opynly; 

And  furth  with  all  his  folk  gan  fayr, 

As  he  wald  do  tharto  na  mayr. 

And  thai,  that  war  within  the  toun, 
Quhen  thai  to  fayr  fa  faw  hym  boun,  365 

Thai  fchowtyt  hym,  and  fkornyn  mad  : 
And  he  furth  on  hys  wayis  rad. 
As  he  nc;  had  will  agayne  to  turn, 
Na  befid  thaim  mak  mar  foiourn. 
Bot  in  aucht  days  not  forthy  3^0 

He  gert  mak  leddrys  priuely, 
That  mycht /ufficc  till  hys  entcnt; 
And  in  a  myrk  nycht  fyne  is  went 
Towart  the  town,  all  priuely ; 
Thai  hard  na  wachys  fpck,  na  cry;  37^ 

For  thai  war  within  may  fall. 
As  men  that  dred  not,  flepand  all. 
Thai  haid  na  drcid  than  off  the  King; 
For  thai  off  hym  hard  nathing. 
All  the  thre  dayis  befor,  or  mar ;  3go 

Tharfor  fekyr  and  traift  thai  war. 

And  quhen  the  King  thaim  hard  not  fter, 
He  was  blyth  on  gret  maner. 

And 
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And  hys  leddiyt  in  hand  gan  ta, 
Enfample  till  hys  men  to  ma. 
Arayit  weill  in  all  hys  gcr, 
Schot  on  the  dyke,  and  with  hys  fper 
Taiftyt,  till  he  it  our  woud : 
Bot  till  hys  throt  the  watyr  ftud. 


385 


That  tyme  wis  in  h)rs  cumpany  390 

A  knycht  off  Fraunce^  wycht  and  hardy ; 
And  quhcn  he  in  the  watyr  fwa 
Saw  the  King  pafs,  and  with  hym  ta 
Hys  laddyr  unabafytly. 

He  faynyt  hym  for  the  ferly.  395 

And  faid,  <^  A  lord !  quhat  fall  we  fay 
**  Off  our  lords  off  Frauncey  that  thai 
**  With  gud  morfells  ikyris  thair  pawnch, 
'*  And  will  bot  ete,  and  drynk,  and  dawnfe, 
^  Quhen  fie  a  knycht,  and  b,  worthy,  400 

•*  As  this  throw  hys  chewalry, 
'^  Into  fie  perill  has  hym  fet, 
**  To  wyn  a  wrechyt  hamyiett ! " 

With 

Ver.  403.  It  is  no  wonder  that,  to  a  French  knight,  Perth, 
one  of  the  chief  towns  of  Scotland,  (hould  appear  *  a  wretched 
*  hamlet/  Such  was  the  poverty  of  Scotland,  owing  to 
want  of  induftry  \  for  induftry  can  make  any  country  rich  % 
and  want  of  it  can  render  any  country  poor.  This  poverty 
continued  till  the  abolition  of  hereditary  jurifdi^iions,  1750, 
when  liberty  and  induftry  began  to  diffiife  their  blei&ngt 
over  Scotland.  The  flourishing  ftate  of  Scotilh  commerce 
under  the  fire  Jamcsctj  lately  ftarted  by  ignorant  thee 

rifts. 
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^,,^  to  the  dyke  he  ram 

j^  quhcn  the  ^  ^jj^ 

TbaitWoutour,-^^,,,,„lcV 

Thair  leddrys  to  ^, 

WarcummynuP^^  ifs«.cry. 

Tbat  off  'l-^^^^^^Xthrow  tbe  tounc. 
S«a  that  the  cry  [»'»  3  bovine 

l^hc  that  v^^^y  --/,,„», 

f^A  the  maift  o* J^J  .  bot  he 

^Hcalyt  throw  d«  tow    ^^„gye.. 

HcUwithhytn^ffjg  yit 

S»thathe«ychtbe JP 

To  defend,  g»ff'»'^'** 


4S 

40s 


410 


4»5 


4*0 


4»S 


[>  detenu,  6— 

.-that  he  fend  throw  the  toun, 

^°'r«tconfutoun 
^"''**^-Lth^inbeddswar, 

'r*»^'*'^'5Ah«andthari  ,  .  ^ 

8a»d»od  never  «»•  fhs 

iccfta** 
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That,  or  the  fone  raifs,  thai  had  tane  43§  ji 

Thair  fayis,  or  difcomfyt  ilkane.  <a 

The  wardanys  bath  tharin  war  tane :  \ 

And  Malice  ofF  Straitherne  is  gane 

Till  hys  fadyr,  the  erle  Malice, 

And  with  ftrenth  tuk  hym,  and  hys.  435 

Syne  for  hys  fake  the  nobill  King 

Gave  hym  hys  in  gouerning. 

The  lave,  that  ran  without  the  toun, 

Sefyt  to  thaim  into  gret  fufioun 

Men,  and  armyng,  and  merchandifs,  440 

And  othyr  gud  on  (yndry  wyfs ; 

Quhill  thai,  that  er  war  pour  and  bar, 

OfF  that  gud  rych  and  mychty  war. 

Bot  thar  was  few  flayne ;  for  the  King 

That  diaim  had  gevyn  in  cummanding  445 

On  gret  payne,  that  thai  fuld  flay  nane, 

That  bot  gret  bargane  mycht  be  tane. 

That  thai  war  Jcynd  to  the  cuntre 

He  wyft,  and  ofF  thaim  had  pite. 

In  this  maner  the  toune  wis  tane.  450 

And  fyne  towrs  euirilkane. 
And  wallis,  gert  he  tumble  doun : 
He  levyt  not  about  that  toun 

Ver.  439.  Fi^im  is  plenty.  ShzkC^cxt  vSts fyfon  plaUjf, 
for  abundant  plenty. 

Ver.  450.  Fordun  xii.  18  dates  the  taking  of  Perth  8 
Jan.  1311-13.  Sir  D.  Dalrymple  1311.  Barbour*s  au- 
thority fcemt  bcft,  who  beit  phtccs  it  in  1308. 

Towr 
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Towr  ftandand,  na  ftane  na  wall, 

Hiat  he  ne  haly  gert  ftroy  thaim  all.  455 

And  prifonerys,  that  thar  tuk  he. 

He  fend  quhar  thai  mycht  haldyn  be. 

And  till  hys  pefs  tuk  all  the  land : 

Wis  nane  that  durft  hym  thar  withftand. 

Apon  north  halff  the  Scotts  Se^  460 

All  obeyfyt  till  hys  maiefte ; 
Owtane  the  Lorn,  and  thai 
OflF  Argbilty  that  wald  with  hym  ga« 
He  held  hym  ay  agayne  die  King: 
And  hatyt  hym  atour  all  thing.  465 

Bot  yete,  or  all  the  gamyn  ga, 
I  trow  Weill  that  the  Kino  fall  ta 
Wengcance  off  hys  gret  crueltc ; 
And  that  hym  <ar  repent  fall  he. 
That  he  the  King  contraryit  ay,  470 

May  fall,  quhen  he  it  mend  na  may. 

The  King's  brodyr,  quhen  the  toun 
Wes  takyn  thus,  and  dongyn  doun, 
Schyr  Eduuard  that  was  fa  worthy, 
Tuk  with  hym  a  gret  cumpany,  475 

And  tuk  hys  gayt  till  Galloway. 
For  with  hys  men  he  wald  affay 
Giff  he  mycht  recouer  that  land. 
And  wyn  it  fra  Inglis  menys  hand.  ^ 


Ver.  476,  June,  130S, 


This 


4i6  TAXBItVCE: 

This  Schyr  Eduuard,  fbrfuth  Ik  hycht,       480 

Wes  off  hjrs  hand  a  nobill  knjrcht ; 

And  in  bljrthnes  fuete  and  joiy ; 

Bot  he  was  owtrageoufs  hardy, 

And  off  fa  hey  undertaking, 

That  he  had  neuir  yhet  abayfyng  485 

Off  multitud  off  men,  forthy 

He  difcumfyt  coipmonly 

Mony  with  quehene :  tfaarfor  had  he 

Owt  our  hys  pers  renounie. 

And  quha  wald  reherfs  all  the  deid  49^ 

Off  hys  hey  worfchip,  and  manheid, 

Men  mycht  a  mekill  romans  mak. 

And  not  forthy,  I  think  to  tak 

In  hand,  to  fay  fum  thing  off  hym ; 

Bot  not  tend  part  hys  trawaillyn.  495 

This  gud  knycht,  that  I  fpek  of  her. 
With  all  the  folk  that  with  hym  wcr, 
Weill  fone  to  Galoway  cummyn  is. 
All  that  he  6nd  he  makyt  hys  s 
And  roytyt  gredy  the  land.  50^ 

Bot  than  in  Galloway  war  wenaand 
Schyr  Ingrehamb  Umphrawsill,  that  wes 
Renonyit  off  fa  hey  prowefs. 
That  he  off  worfchip  pailyt  die  rout ; 
Tharfor  he  gert  ay  ber  about  50S 

Apon  a  fper  ane  red  bonnet^ 
Into  takya  that  he  wes  fet 

lAto 
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Into  the  bycht  ofcbewalry ; 

And  off  S A YNT  Ihonb  als  Schyr  Aymbbt. 

Thtr  twa  the  land  had  in  ftering.  510 

And  quhen  thai  hard  off  the  cumming 

Off  Schyr  Eduuard,  that  k  plajiilj 

Owr  raid  the  land,  then  in  gret  hy 

Thai  afTemblyt  all  thair  mengye* 

I  trow  twalf  hundir  thai  mycht  be.  515 

Bot  he  with  fewar  folk  thaim  met 

Befid  Criy  and  fa  hard  thaim  fet, 

With  hard  bataill,  and  ftalwart  fycht. 

That  he  thaim  all  put  to  the  flycht : 

And  flew  twa  hundir  weill  and  ma.  520 

And  the  cheyftanys  in  hy  gan  ta 

Thair  way  to  Bothwell^  for  to  be 

Thar  refawyt  to  fawfte. 

And  Schyr  Eduuard  thaim  chaffyt  feft. 

Bot  till  the  caftell,  at  the  laft,  515 

Gat  Schyr  Ingrahame,  and  Schyr  Aymery^ 

Bot  the  bcft  off  thair  cumpany 

Left  ded  behind  thaim  in  the  place. 

And  quhen  Schyr  Eduuard  faw  thechact 

Wes  failyt,  he  gcrt  feyfs  the  prey  j  530 

And  fwa  gret  catell  had  away. 

That  it  war  wondre  for  to  fe« 

Owt  of  Bothwell  thai  iaw  how  he 

Ver.  509.  His  name  was  John  de  8t.  Johnt  jK>t  Ajfoxx 
4e  St.  John.     AnnaU^  \u  15. 

Ver.  517.  Fordun  fays  near  the  river  Dee|  xii.  17.  This 
aftion  happened  29  June  130s. 

Gcrf 
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Gcrt  hys  men  dryve  with  hym  the  prey; 
Bot  na  let  fet  tharin  mycht  thai. 

Throw  hys  chewalyoufs  chewalry    . 
Galloway  wes  ftonayit  gretummly ; 
And  he  dowtit  for  hjrs  bounte. 
Sum  oiFthe  men  off  that  cuntre 
Come  till  hys  pefs,  and  maid  hym  aith. 
Bot  Schyr  Aymyry  that  had  the  (kaith 
Off  the  bargane,  I  tawld  off  er. 
Raid  till  Ingland  to  purches  ther 
Off  armyt  men  gret  cumpany, 
To  wenge  hym  off  the  welany 
That  Schyr  Eduuard,  that  nobill  knycht, 
Hym  did  by  Cre  into  the  fycht. 

Off  gud  men  he  affemblyt  thar 
Weill  fyften  hundir  men,  and  mar. 
That  was  off  rycht  gud  renounne. 
Hys  way  with  all  that  folk  tuk  he ; 
And  in  the  land,  all  priuely, 
Entryt  with  that  chewalry ; 
Thynkand  Schyr  Eduuard  to  furpryfs, 
Giff  that  he  moucht  on  ony  wfk ; 
For  he  thocht  he  wald  hym  ai&ill, 
Or  that  he  left  in  playne  bataill. 

Now  may  ye  her  off  gret  fcrly, 
And  off  rycht  hey  chewalry. 


:  B    O    K     B       IX.  49 

For  Schyr  Eduuakd  into  the  land  560 

Wcs  with  hjrs  mengye,  rycht  ner  hand^ 

And  in  the  momyng  rycht  arly 

Herd  the  cuntr^  men  mak  cry  i 

And  had  wittryng  oS  thair  cummyng. 

Than  buflcyt  he  hym,  but  delaying,  565 

And  bp  on  horfs  deliuerly. 

He,  had  then  in  rpute  fyfty. 

All  apon  gud  horfs  armyt  weill. 

Hys  fmall  folk  gert  he  Uk  deiU 

Withdraw  thaim  till  a  ftrait  tharby :  570 

And  he  raid  forth  with  hys  fyfty. 

A  knycht,  that  then  wis  in  hys  rowt. 
Worthy  and  wycht,  ftalwart  and  ftout, 
Curtaifs,  and  fayr,  and  off  gud  fame, 
'  Schyr  Allani  off  Catkbrt  by  name,         575 
Tauld  me  this  taile,  as  I  fall  telK 
Gryt  myft  into  the  momyng  fell, 
Sa  diai  mycht  not  fe  thaim  by. 
For  myft,  a  bow-draucht  fiillyly* 
Sa  hapnyt  it  that  thai  fand  the  traiis,  $80 

Quhar  at  the  rowte  forth  paflfyt  waifs 
Off  diair  fayis,  that  forouth  raid. 
SAyr  Eduuard,  that  gret  yarnyng  had 
All  tymes  to  do  chewalry. 

With  all  hys  rowte  in  full  gret  hy,  585 

Folowyt  the  traifs  quhar  gan  war  thai  i 
And,  befor  myd-morn  off  the  day 

Vol.  n.  E  The 
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The  myft  woux  cler  all  fedanly. 

And  than  he,  and  hys  cumpany. 

War  not  a  bow-draucht  fra  the  rout :  550 

Than  fchot  thai  on  thaim  with  a  fchout. 

For  giff  thai  fled,  thai  wyft  that  thai 

Suld  not  Weill  feyrd  part  get  away. 

Tharfor  in  awentur  to  dey 

He  wald  hym  put,  or  he  wald  fley, .  555 

And  quhen  the  Inglis  cumpany 

Saw  on  thaim  cum  fa  fedanly 

Sik  folk,  forowtyn  abayfing. 

Thai  war  ftonayitfor  effrayng. 

And  the  tothyr,  hot  mar  abaid,  600 

Swa  hardely  amang  thaim  raid. 

That  fele  oflF  thaim  till  erd  thai  bar. 

Stonayt  fa  gretly  than  thai  war. 

Throw  the  force  ofF  that  fyrft  aflay, 

That  thai  war  intill  gret  afFray ;  60^ 

And  wend  befor  thai  had  ben  ma, 

For  that  thai  war  affaillyit  fwa. 

Quhen  thai  had  thyrlyt  thaim  haftely. 

Then  Schyr  Eduuard's  cumpany 

Set  ftoutly  in  the  heid  agayne.  61^ 

And  at  that  courfs  borne  doun,  and  flayne. 

War  offthair  fayis  a  gret  party  j 

That  thai  efFrayit  war  fa  gretly. 

That  thai  war  fcalyt  gretly  then. 

And  quhen  Schyr  Eduuard,  and  hys  men^    615 

Saw  thaim  intill  fa  ewill  aray. 

The  thrid  tymc  on  thaim  prykyt  thai. 

And 
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And  thai  that  faw  thaim  fa  ftoutly 

Come  on,  dred  thaim  fa  gretummly. 

That  all  the  rowte,  baith  les  and  mar,  ^  620 

Fled  prykand,  fcalyt  her  and  thar. 

Was  nane  amang  thaim  fa  hardy 

To  bid ;  bot  all  comonaly 

Fled  to  warand,  and  he  gan  chafs 

That  willful!  to  deftroy  thaim  was.  625 

And  fum  he  tuk,  and  fum  war  flayn. 

Bot  Schyr  Amery,  with  mekill  payn, 

ffchapyt ;  and  hys  gate  is  gayn. 

Hys  men  difcomfyt  wer  ilkane ; 

Sum  tane,  fum  flayn,  fum  gat  away,  630 

It  wes  a  rycht  fayr  point  perfay. 


Lo  how  hard3rment  tane  fa  fedanly. 
And  drewyn  to  the  end  fcharply, 
May  ger  oftfyfs  unluky  things 
Cum  to  rycht  fayr  and  gud  endings.  635 

As  it  fell  into  this  cafs  her. 
For  hardyment  withowtyn  wer 
Wan  fyften  hundir  with  fyfty : 
Quhar  ay  for  ane  thar  was  twenty; 
And  twa  men  ar  a  mannys  her.  640 

Bot  ure  thaim  led  on  fwilk  maner> 
That  thai  difcomfyt  war  ilkane. 
Schyr  Amery  hame  hys  gate  is  gane^ 
Rycht  blyth  that  he  fwa  gat  away. 
I  trow  he  (all  not  mony  day  645 

E  2  Haiff 
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HaifF  will  to  werray  that  countre : 
With  this  Schyr  Eduuard  tharin  be; 
And  duell  furth  into  the  land, 
Thalm  that  rebell  war  werryand« 

And  in  a  yer  fa  werrayit  he,  650 

That  he  wane  qwyt  that  cuntre 
Till  hys  brodyrs  pefs,  the  Kino. 
Bot  that  wis  nocht  bot  hard  fechting* 
For  in  that  tyme  thar  hym  befell 
Mony  (ayr  poynt^  as  Ik  hard  tell,  655; 

The  quhilk  that  ar  not  wryttyn  hen 
Mot  I  wate  Weill  that^  in  that  yer, 
Threten  caftclls  with  ftrenth  he  wan. 
And  ourcame  many  a  mody  man : 
Q^ha  fa  off  hym  the  fouth  will  reid,  66c^ 

Had  he  had  mefure  in  h]rs  deid, 
I  trow  that  worthyar  then  he 
Mycht  not  in  hys  tjrme  fundyn  be. 
Axceptyn  hys  brodyr  cntrely. 
To  qubam  into  chewalry  663 

Lyk  wis  nane,  in  hys  day : 
For  he  led  hym  widi  mdiir  ay, 
,Aiid  wyt  widi  hys  chewalry. 
He  gouernyt (aworthily 

That  he  oft  full  unlikely  thing  670 

Brocbt  rycbt  weill  to  gud  ending. 

In  all  this  tyine  Jambs  oAFDowglas 
.  In  the  F^ri/l  trawajllaad  was ; 

Ver,<^7s«  Sttouner  130S. 

And 


\ 
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And  it,  throw  hardiment  and  flychtf 

Occupyit  all,  maugre  the  mycht  675 

Off  hys  fell  fayis,  the  quhyr  thai 

Set  hym  oft  in  full  hard  ailay. 

Bot  oft  throw  wyt,  and  throw  bounty 

H^  purpofs  to  gud  end  broucht  be. 

bdll  that  tjmie  hym  fell  throw  cafs  680 

On  ane  nycht,  as  he  trawailland  was. 

And  thocht  till  haiff  refting 

f  n  ane  houfs  on  the  watyr  off  Lyne. 

And  as  he  come  with  hys  mengye 

l^cr  hand  the  houfs,  fa  lyfnyt  he,  685 

And  hard  ane  (ay  tharin,  "  the  dewill ! " 

And  be  that  he  perfawyt  weill 

nrhat  thai  war  ftrang  men,  that  thar 

That  nycht  tharin  herberyt  war. 

<And  as  he  thocht  it  fell  per  cafs :  695 

For  ofF  Bonkle  the  Lord  thar  was, 

Alesandyr  Stewart  hat  he ; 

With  othyr  twa  off  gret  bountc, 

Thomas  Randall  off  gret  renoune  ; 

And  Adam  alfiu  off  Gordoun.  "       695 

Ver.  683.  In  Twecdale  :  It  pafTes  near  Kirkurd,  and  fall* 
into  the  Tweed  above  Peebles. 

Ver.  686.  Swearing  was  fo  uncomnaon  in  the  country  at 
that  time,  that  Douglas  Judged  a  man  at  arms  alone  could 
ufe  it. 

Ver.  694.  Thomas  Randel  tlie  king*t  nephew,  (bon  after 
thiij  Earl  of  Moray. 

E  3  That 
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That  thar  come  with  gret  cumpany^ 

And  thocht  into  the  Foreft  to  ly, 

And  occupy  it,  throw  thair  mycht  5 

And  with  trawaill,  and  ftalwart  fycht, 

Chafe  D0WGLA8  owt  ofF  the  cuntrc.  700 

Bot  othyrwyfs  then  yeid  the  gle. 

For  quhen  James  had  wittring 
That  ftrange  men  had  tane  herbering 
In  the  place,  that  he  fchuip  hym  to  ly, 
He  to  the  houfs  went  haftily,  705 

And  unbefet  it  all  about. 
Quhen  thai  within  hard  fwilk  a  rout 
About  the  houfs,  thai  raifs  in  hy. 
And  tuk  thair  ger  rycht  haftily, 
And  fchot  furth,  fra  thai  harnafyt  war.  710 

Thair  feyis  thaim  met  with  wapnys  bar. 
And  aflailyt  rycht  hardily. 
And  thai  defendyt  douchtely 
With  all  thair  mycht ;  till  at  the  laft 
Thair  &yis  prcflyt  thaim  fa  feft,  715 

That  thair  folk  failyt  thaim  ilkano. 
Thomas  Randell  thar  wes  tane ; 
And  Alysander  Stewart  alfua, 
Woundyt  in  a  place  or  twa ; 
Adam  off  Gordoun  fra  the  fycht,  720 

Quhat  throw  hys  ftrenth  and  mycht, 
Efchapyt ;  and  fer  oflF  thair  men. 
Bot  thai  that  war  areftyt  then, 

War 
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War  oflf  thair  talcyng  wondre  wa. 

Bot  neidlings  bebowit  it  be  fvra.  725 

That  nycht  the.  gud  Lord  ofFDowGLAS 
Maid  to  Schyr  Alexandir,  that  was 
Hys  ennemys  fone,  rycht  glaidfutn  cher ; 
Swa  did  he  als  withowtyn  wer 
Till  Thomas  Randell,  for  that  he  730 

Wcs  to  the  King  in  ner  degre 
OfFblud,  for  hys  (yUre  hym  bar. 
And  on  the  morn  forowtyn  mar 
Towart  the  nobill  King  he  raid, 
And  with  hym  bath  the  twa  he  had«  735 

The  King  ofFhys  prefcnt  wis  blythj 
And  thankyt  hym  weill  fcle  fyth. 
And  till  hys  ncvo  gan  he  fay, 
**  Thou  haft  ane  quhill  renyid  thy  fay : 
**  Bot  yow  reconfalit  now  mon  be."  740 

Then  till  the  King  anfueryt  he, 
And  faid, '  Ye  chafty  me  j  bot  ye 

*  Aucht  bettre  chafnyt  for  to  be  j 

*  For  fen  ye  werrayit  the  king 

«  Off  Ingland  in  playne  fechting,  745 

*  Ye  fuld  prefs  to  derenyhe  your  rycht^ 

*  And  not  with  cowardy,  na  with  flycht,* 
The  King  faid,  «  Yheit  fall  it  may 

**  Cum,  or  oucht  lang,  to  fik  ailay. 

**  Bot  fen  yow  fpekys  fa  rudly,  750 

^  It  is  gret  fkill  men  chafty 

E  4  «  Thy 
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^  Thy  proud  wocds,  till  that  yow  knaw 
**  The  rychty  and  bow  it  as  yow  aw." 
The  King,  forowtyn  mar  delaying. 
Send  h]nn  to  be  in  ferme  keping  i 
Quhar  that  he  allane  fold  be. 
Not  all  apon  hys  powfte  fre. 


75S 
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ARGUMENT. 

The  Kyng^  at  the  mountain  of  Crethinben^  defetes  th 
men  of  Lorn — taks  Dunfiafhage, — Alexandes 
L&rd  of  Arcyle  fubmitSy  hot  his  fon  John  oj 
hoKV  fees  atva  be  fe. — William  Bunnoc. 
a  farmery  taks  Linlithgow  forty  for  the  Kingy  bi 
Jiratageme.'^KASDEL  is  maid  Erie  of  Murei 
^and  befiegis  Edinburgh  cafleL — Douglas  tak, 
Roxburgh  cafleL — ^Randel  taks  Edinburgh  caf 
ieL-^Schir  Edward  Bruce  taks  RuthgUnfort, 
and  Dundee^-'but  gies  terms  to  Striviliny  quhili 
draw  the  King  of  England  to  quell  Scotland, 
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X. 


WUHEN  Thomas  Randell,  on  this  wyfs, 

Wcs  takyn,  as  Ik  her  dcwyfs. 

And  fend  to  duell  in  gud  keping, 

For  fpek  that  he  fpak  to  the  King  ; 

The  gud  King,  that  thocht  on  the  ikaitb,  5 

The  difpyt  and  felny  bath, 

That  Ihon  of  Lorne  had  to  hym  done, 

Hys  oft  aiTemblyt  he  then  fone ; 

And  towart  Lorn  he  tuk  the  way. 

With  hys  men  intill  gud  aray.  10 

BotlHONE  oiF  Lorne  ofFhys  cummyng, 

Lang  or  he  come,  had  wittring. 

Aad  men  on  ilk  fid  gadryt  he, 

I  trow  twa  thoufand  thar  mycht  be : 

And  fend  thaim  for  to  ftop  the  way,  15 

Quhar  the  gud  King  behowyt  to  gay; 

And  that  wes  in  an  ewill  plafs, 

That  ia  ftrayt  and  fa  narow  was. 


Vcr,  10.  Auguft  1308, 
je£i  in  Fordun,  xii.  i8. 


See  fome  latin  rimet  on  this  fub« 
That 


to  THEBKV-es: 

That  twafutn  famyn  mycht  not  rid 
In  fum  place  off  the  hills  ild. 
The  nethyr  halff  wes  parallous; 
For  a  fchor  crag,  hey  and  hidwoufs, 
Raucht  to  the  fe,  doun  fra  the  pafs. 
On  ayther  halff  the  montane  was 
Swa  combroufs  hey,  and  ftay, 
That  it  wes  hard  to  pafs  that  way. 
Creihinben  hight  that  montane. 
I  trow  nocht  that,  in  all  Bntam^ 
Ane  hejrar  hill  may  fundyn  be. 
Thar  Ihon  of  Lorn  gcrt  hys  menye 
Enbufchyt,  be  abowyn  the  way, 
For,  giff  the  King  held  tharaway. 
He  thocht  he  fuld  fone  wencuffyt  be. 
And  hymfelff  held  hym  apon  the  fe, 
Weill  ncr  the  pafs  with  h]rs  galayis. 
Bot  the  K1NG9  that  in  all  affayis 
Wes  fundyn  wyfs  and  awile, 
Perfawyt  rycht  wcill  thair  futeltc ; 
And  that  he  neid  that  gait  fuld  ga, 
H}rs  men  depertyt  he  in  twa ; 

Ver.  17.  It  this  Cruibk-hin,  between  Lochs  £1 
Awe,  in  the  dire6^  way  from  the  eaft  to  Dunftafnage 

Ver.  35.  The  chiefs  of  Argylc,  Lorn,  and  the  lie 
of  Norwegian  extra^^,  had  kept  up  the  navy  introd 
the  Norwegians.  Tho*  the  kings  of  Norway,  Dennii 
Sweden,  had  all  their  fleets,  it  cannot  be  diTcovered 
kings  of  Scotland  ever  had  any. 
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And  dll  the  gud  Lord  of  Dowglas^ 

'Quham  in  herbryd  all  worfchip  was, 

He  taucht  the  archerTS  euirilkane. 

And  this  gud  Lord  with  hym  has  tane 

^yr  AL.YSANDBR  Fraser  the  wycht;  45 

And  Wyllyam  Wyseman,  a  gud  knycht; 
And  with  thaitn  fyne  Schyr  Androw  Gray; 
X^ir  with  thair  mengye  held  diair  way, 
Ajid  clamb  the  hill  deliuerly. 
'Vnd,  or  thai  ofF  the  tothyr  party  r  50 

E^erfawyt  thaim,  thai  had  ilkane 
The  hycht  abowyne  thair  &yis  tanc. 


The  King  and  hys  men  held  thair  way: 
And  quhen  intill  the  pafs  vrar  thai 
Entryt,  the  folk  of  Lorm  in  hy 
Apon  the  King  rayfyt  the  cry. 
And  fchot,  and  tumblyt  on  hym  ftanys, 
Rycht  gret  and  hewy  for  the  nanys. 

Bot  thai  fcaith  not  gredy  the  Kino. 
For  he  had  thar  in  hys  leding 
Men)  that  lycht  and  deliuer  war, 
And  lycht  armours  had  on  thaim  thar; 
Swa  that  thai  ftoutly  clamb  the  hill ; 
And  lettyt  thair  fayis  to  fulfill 
The  maift  pairt  off  thair  felny. 
And  als,  apon  the  tothyr  party, 
Come  James  off  Dowglas,  and  hys  rou^ 
And  fchot  apon  thaim  wiA  a  fchout. 
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And  woundyt  thaim  with  arows  faft  ; 
And  with  thair  fuerdys,  at  the  laft. 
Thai  nifchyt  amang  thaim  Aardcly, 
For  thai  off  Lanu^  full  manlcly, 
Gret  and  a  pert  defens  gan  ma. 
Bot  quhen  thai  faw  that  thai  war  fwa 
Afiailyt  apon  twa  partyfs ; 
And  faw  weill  that  thair  ennjmiyfs 
Had  all  the  fayrer  off  the  fycht; 
In  full  gret  hjr.thai  tuk  thair  flycht. 

And  thai  a  feloune  chafs  gan  ma  ; 
And  flew  all  that  thai  mycht  ourta. 
And  thai  that  mycht  efchap,  but  delay, 
Rycht  till  ane  watyr  held  thair  way, 
That  ran  doun  be  the  hiUys  fyd. 
It  was  fa  flyth)  and  depe,  and  wyd. 
That  men  in  na  place  mycht  it  pafs, 
Bot  at  ane  brig  that  beneuth  thaim  was. 
To  that  brig  held  thai  ftraucht  thsur  way. 
And  to  brek  it  hSk  gan  aflay. 
Bot  thei  that  chaffyt,  quhen  thai  faw 
Mak  thar  a  reft,  bot  drede  or  aw. 
Thai  rufchyt  apon  thaim  hardely, 
And  difcomfyt  thaim  uterly. 
And  held  the  brig  haill  quhill  the  King^ 
With  all  the  folk  off  hys  leding, 

Ver.  73.  That  it  <  began  to  make  a  great  and  briik 
<fence,* 

Pa 
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Paffyt  the  brig  all  at  thair  cfe.  95 

To  Ihone  ofFLoRN  it  fuld  difplcfe, 

I  trow,  quhcn  he  hys  men  mycht  fe, 

Owte  off  hys  fchyppys  fra  the  fe, 

Be  flayn  and  chaffyt  in  the  hill. 

That  he  mycht  fet  na  help  thartiU.  lOO 

Bot  it  angrys  als  gretumly, 

To  gud  harts  that  ar  worthy, 

To  fe  thair  fayis  fulfill  thair  will. 

As  to  thaimfelff  to  thole  the  UK 

At  fik  myfcheyff  war  thai  off  Lorn.  105 

For  fele  the  ly vys  thar  has  lorne ; 
And  othyr  fum  war  fled  thair  way. 
The  King  in  hy  gert  fefe  the  pray 
Off  all  the  land :  quhar  men  mycht  fc 
Sa  gret  habundance  cum  off  fe,  1 10 

That  it  war  wondre  to  behawld. 
The  King,  that  ftoute  wes,  ftark,  and  bauld, 
Till  Dunjiaffynch  rycht  fturdely 
A  fege  fet ;  and  befyly 

Aflailyt  the  caftell  it  to  get.  1 15 

And,  in  fchort  tyme,  he  has  thaim  fet 
In  fwilk  thrang,  that  tharin  war  than. 
That  magre  thaimis  he  it  wan. 
And  ane  gud  wardane  tharin  fet. 
And  betaucht  hym  bath  men,  and  met,  120 

Ver.  113.  Dunftafnage  on  the  weftern  ihore  of  Loniy  a 
ftrong  caftlcy  and  the  refidence  of  the  chief.  See  a  defcriptioii 
and  yiew  of  it  in  Mr.  Pennant*!  Tour,. 

Swa 
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Swa  that  he  lang  tyme  thar  mycht  be^ 
Magre  thaim  all  off  that  countre. 

Schyr  Alysander  off  ARghile,  that  faw 
The  King  deftroy  up  dene  and  law 
Hy»  land ;  fend  treytcrs  to  the  King  j  125 

And  come  hys  man  hot  mar  duelling. 
And  he  re(awyt  hjm  till  hys  pefs. 
Bot  Ihone  off  LoRNB  hys  fon,  that  wes 
Rebelland,  as  he  wes  wont  to  be. 
And  fled  with  fchippys  on  the  fe.  130 

Bot  thai,  diat  left  apon  the  land. 
War  to  the  Kikg  all  obe}rfand ; 
And  he  thair  hoftage  all  has  tane ; 
And  towart  Pirth  agayne  is  gane. 
To  play  hym  thar  into  the  playne.  135 

Yeyt  Lotbyane  wes  hym  agayne. 
And  at  Lythkow  was  than  a  pele, 
Mekill,  and  ftark,  and  ftuifyt  wele 

With 

Vcr.  X15.  Treytin  are  •  meflengers  to  tnatJ* 

Ver.  137.  The  Annalift  of  Scotland  dates  the  taking  of 
Linlithgow  fort  in  ijix.  There  is  therefore  a  vacanqr  of 
two  years  in  this  part  of  the  poem,  from  130S  to  1311.  A 
peace  between  England  and  Scotland  was  negociating  in  x  3oS» 
1 109,  by  the  mediation  o£  France.  Nor  was  any  thing  war* 
like  performed  till  1310,  for  the  brief  fiege  of  Rutherglen  » 
Tcry  dubious  t  (Annals^  ii.  30).  But  in  1310  Edward  A. 
made  a  fhiitkfs  and  inglorious  expedition  as  far  as  Reofinew  s 
and  a  famine  then  raged  ia  Scotland,    In  1311  Bmor  n- 

fttined 
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With  IngUfmen ;  and  was  refett 
To  thaim  that^  with  armurs  or  met,  140 

Fra  Edynburgh  wald  to  Strewelyn  gn. 
And  fra  Strewelyng  agayne  alfua 
Intill  the  cuntrc  did  gret  ill. 
Now  may  ye  her,  gifF  that  ye  will, 
Entremellys,  and  juperdyfs^  I45 

That  men  aflayit  mony  wyfs, 
Caftells  and  pcylls  for  to  ta. 
And  this  Lithquhow  wes  ane  ofF  tha : 
And  I  fall  tell  yow  quhow  it  wes  tane. " 
In  the  cuntre  thar  wenyt  ane  1 50 

That  hufband  was,  and  with  hys  fe 
OfFtfyfs  hay  to  the  pcilc  led  he. 
'WiLYAME  BuNNOCKto  name  he  had. 
He  faw  fa  hard  the  cuntr^  ftad, 
Throw  the  gret  force  that  it  wes  then  155 

Gouernyt,  and  led  with  Inglis  men  j 
Thai  trawaillyt  men  outour  mefure. 
He  wes  a  ftout  carle  and  a  fture ; 
And  off  hymfelff  dour,  and  hardy ; 
And  had  freynds  wonnand  hym  by.  i6d 

And  fchawyt  to  fum  hys  priuete; 
And  apon  hys  conwyne  gat  he 
Men  that  mycht  ane  enbufchement  ma, 
QuhiU  that  he  with  hys  wayn  fuld  ga 

fitmcd  his  operations.    We  may  regrtt  that  Barbour  has 
emitted  two  great  incidents,  the  expedition  of  Edward  IL 
and  the  famine. 
Vcr.  151.  A  bujhan J 19  a  fanner,  nfiUUiu. 

Vou  II.  F  T# 
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To  lede  thaim  hay  into  the  pele.  i6$ 

Bot  hys  wayne  fuld  be  ftufFyt  wele : 

For  aucht  men,  in  the  body 

OfF  hys  wayne,  fuld  fit  priuely, 

And  with  hay  helyt  be  about. 

And  hymfelff,  that  wes  dour  and  ftout,  j  yo 

Suld  by  the  wayne  gang  ydilly ; 

And  ane  yuman,  wycht  and  hardy, 

Befor  fuld  dryve  the  wayne ;  and  ber 

Ane  hachat,  that  war  fcharp  to  fcher, 

Undre  hys  belt:  and  quhen  the  yat  175 

War  opynnyt ;  and  thai  war  tharat,  ' 

And  he  hard  hym  cry  fturdely 

«  Call  all !  Call  all !  "  than  haftely 

He  fuld  ftryk  with  the  ax  in  twa 

The  (byme  ;  and  than  in  by  fuld  tha,  180 

That  war  within  the  wayne,  cum  out, 

And  male  debat,  quhill  that  thair  rout 

That  fuld  ner  by  enbufchyt  be. 

Cum  for  to  manteyne  the  melle. 


This  wes  intill  the  herwyft  tyd,  185 

Quhen  felds,  that  ar  fayr  and  wyd, 
Chargyt  with  corne  all  fully  war ; 
For  fyndry  cornys  that  thai  bar 
Wox  ryp  to  wyn,  to  mannys  fud : 
That  the  treys  all  chargyt  ftud  190 

WiA  fcr  fruts,  on  fyndry  wyfs. 
-In  tills  fuete  tyme,  that  I  dewyfs, 

Ver,  180.  S^j^t  4  rope  uftd  in  ^wipg  cairiagei* 

.   Thai 
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TTiai  ofFthc  pele  had  wonnyn  hay, 

And  with  this  Bunkok:  fpokyn  had  thsu. 

To  lede  thair  hay,  for  he  wee  nerj  19S 

And  he  afTentyt  but  daunger. 

And  faid  that,  in  the  mornyng 

Weill  fone,  a  fothyr  he  fuld  bryng, 

Fayrar,  and  gretar,  and  weill  mor. 

Than  he  broucht  ony  that  yer  befor.  200 

And  held  thaim  cunnand  fekyrly. 

For  that  nycht  warnyt  he  priuely 

Thaim  that  in  the  wayne  fuld  ga. 

And  that  in  the  bufchment  fuld  be  alCua. 

And  thai  fa  graichly  fped  thaim  thar,  205 

That  or  day  thai  enbufchyt  war, 
Weill  ner  the  pele ;  quhar  thai  mycht  hef 
The  cry,  als  Tone  as  ony  wer. 
And  held  thaim  fua  dill,  but  flering. 
That  nane  oiF  thaim  had  perfawing.  2 10 

And  this  BuNNOK  faft  gan  hym  piiyoe 
To  drcfs  hys  mcnye  in  hys  wayne; 
And  all,  a  quhile  befor  the  day, 
^  He  had  thaim  helyt  weile  with  iuy. 
And  made  hym  to  yok  hys  jfi^  215 

Till  men  the  fun  (chynand  mydbt  fc. 
And  fum  that  war  within  the  pcla 
War  ifchyt  on  thair  awne  un^e. 
To  wyn  the  horwyft  ner  tharby. 
T^  BoNNOK  y^  Ac  cuvBfanji^  220 

F2  That 
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That  in  bys  wajme  clofyt  he  had. 

Went  on  (lys  way,  but  mar  debaid. 

And  callyt  hys  men  towart  the  pele. 

And  the  portar,  that  faw  hym  wele 

Cum  ner  die  yat,  it  opnyt  Tone.  222 

And  dian  BoNiroR,  forowtyn  hone, 

Gert  call  the  wayne  deliuerly. 

And  quhen  it  Wes  fet  ewynly 

Betwix  the  cheks  ofF  the  yat, 

Swa  that  men  mycht  it  fpar  na  gat,  23a 

He  cryt,  «  Theyff !  Call  all !  Call  all ! " 

And  he  than  lete  the  gad  wand  fall ; 

And  hewyt  in  twa  the  fo)rme  in  hy. 

BoNNOK  with  that  deliuerly 

Roucht  till  the  portar  flc  a  rout,  235 

That  blud  and  harnys  bath  come  out* 

And  thai,  that  war  within  the  wayne, 

Lap  out  belyfF;  and  fone  has  flayne 

Men  ofF  the  caftell,  that  war  by. 

Than  in  a  quhile  begouth  to  cry ;  240 

And  thai  that  ner  enbufchyt  war 

Lap  out,  and  come  with  fuerds  bar, 

And  tuk  the  caftell  all  but  payn : 

And  has  thaim  that  tharin  was  flayn. 

And  thai  that  war  went  fiirth  befom,  245 

Quhen  thai  the  caftell  faw  forlorn, 

I'hai  fled  to  warand  to  and  fra  ; 

And  fum  till  Edinburgh  gan  ga  i 

And  till  Strewilline  ar  othyr  gape ; 

And  fum  intill  C|ie  gat  war  dayne.  150 

:-..  BVNNOK 
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BuNKOK  on  this  wyfs,  with  hys  vmynt^ 

The  pele  tuk,  and  the  men  has  flaync. 

^yne  taucht  it  till  the  Kino  in  hy, 

t^hat  hym  rcwardyt  wprthely ; 

^n4  gert  dryvc  it  doun  to  the  ground.  2SS 

^'Vnd  fyne  our  all  the  land  gan  found, 

Scttand  in  pefs  all  the  cuntre, 

'^hat  at  hys  obcyfance  wald  be. 

And  quhen  a  litill  tyme  wcs  went, 
Iftre  Thomas  Randall  he  fcntj  260 

And  fa  weill  with  hym  tretyt  he, 
That  he  hys  man  hecht  for  to  be. 
And  the  King  hys  ire  hym  forgave : 
And  for  to  hey  hys  ftate  hym  gave 
Murrefj  and  Erie  tharofF  hym  maid.  265 

And  othyr  fyndry  lands  braid 
He  gave  hym  intill  heretage. 
He  knew  hys  worthy  waflelagc, 
And  hys  gret  wycht,  and  hys  awyfs, 
Hys  traift  hart,  and  hys  Icle  feruice.  2/0 

Tharfor  in  hym  afFayit  he,  I 

And  ryche  maid  hym  oflF  lands  and  fe. 
As  it  wer  certs  rycht  worthy. 
And  oiF  ia  fowerane  gret  bount^. 
That  mekill  off  hym  may  fpokyn  be.  275 

Ver.  156.  To  found  IS  to  go,  to  travel. 

Ver.  s66.  The  charter,  which  is  curious,  is  publilhed  by 
Home,  Lord  Kaims,  in  bi>  Eflfays  on  Britiih  Antiquities,  and 
ip  $hjiw's  Hiftory  of  Moray.    It  has  no  date. 

F  3  An 
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And  for  I  think  ofF  hjm  to  rede^ 
And  to  fchaw  part  off  hys  gud  dede, 
I  will  difcryve  nOw  hys  faflbun, 
And  part  off  hys  conditioun* 
He  was  off  mefurabill  ftatur,  280 

And  weile  porturat  at  raefur ; 
With  braid  wefage,  plefand  and  fayr, 
Curtaifs  at  poynt,  and  debonayr ; 
And  off  rycht  fekyr  contenyng ; 
Lawte  he  lowyt  atour  all  thing.  285 

Faliet,  trefoun,  and  felony, 
He  ftud  agayne  ay  entrely. 
He  heyit  honour  ay,  and  larges, 
And  ay  mantcnyt  rychtwyfnes. 
In  cumpany  folacious  29O 

He  was ;  and  tharwith  amorous. 
And  gud  knychts  he  luflfyt  ay. 
And,  gifFI  the  futh  fall  fay, 
He  was  fulfilyt  off  bounte, 
AIs  off  wertuys  all  maid  was  he.  295 

I  will  commend  hym  her  na  mar : 
Bot  ye  fall  her  wele  forthyrmar, 
That  he,  for  hys  deds  worthy, 
Suld  Weill  be  pryfyt  fouerandly. 

Quhen  the  KlicG  thus  was  with  hym  faucht^ 
And  gret  lordfchjppis  had  hym  betaucht,         30  z 
He  woux  fa  wyfs,  and  fa  awife. 
That  hys  land  fyrft  weill  ftablyft  he. 

And 
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And  Tyne  he  fpcd  hym  to  the  wer, 

To  help  hys  cyme  in  hys  myfter.  305 

And  with  the  aflent  off  the  Kiko, 

Bot  with  a*  fycnple  aparaling, 

TUl  Edinburgh  he  went  in  hy, 

With  gud  men  intill  cumpany, 

And  fet  a  fege  to  the  caftell  j  310 

That  than  was  warnyft  wondre  weill 

With  men  and  wi<SbIlis,  at  all  rycht, 

Sa  that  it  dred  na  mannys  fycht. 

Bot  this  gud  Erie  not  forthy 
The  fege  tuk  full  apertly.  315 

And  preflyt  the  folic  that  tharin  was 
Swa,  that  not  ane  the  yet  durft  pafs. 
Thai  may  abid  tharin,  and  ete 
Thair  wi^bill,  quhile  thai  oucht  may  get ; 
Bot  I  trow  thai  fall  letryt  be  32O 

To  purchefs  mar  in  the  cuntr6. 
That  tyme  Eduuard  of  Ireland  king 
Had  gewyn  that  caftell  in  keping 
Till  Schyr  Perys  Lombert  oiGafime. 
And  quhen  thai  oS  hys  garyfone  315 

Saw  the  fege  fet  thar  fa  ftythly, 
Thai  myftrow  hym  off  tratoury, 
For  that  he  fpokyn  had  with  tjic  King. 
And  for  that  ilk  miftrowing  • 

Vcr.  308.  13 IX. 

Ver.  314.  Ldand,  CoUea.  li.  546,  calls  him  Piers  Leland^ 
perhaps  from  nominal  affe^ion. 
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Thai  tuk  hym,  and  put  hym  in  prefoun^  333 

And  ofF  thair  awyn  nadoun 

Thai  maid  a  conftabill)  thaim  to  lede, 

Bath  wyfs,  and  war,  and  wycht  of  dede. 

And  he  fet  wjrt,  and  ftrenth,  and  flych^ 

To  kepe  the  caftell  at  hys  mycht.  335 

Bot  now  oS  thaim  I  will  bo  ftill ; 
And  fpek  a  litill  quhill  I  will 
OfF  the  douchty  lord  o(F  Dowgl as, 
At  that  tyme  in  the  Foreft  was. 
Quhar  he  mony  a  jupcrty,  340 

And  fayr  poynts  ofF  chewalry, 
Serwyt  as  weill  be  nycht  as  day, 
Till  thaim  that  in  hys  ca/lells  lay, 
Till  Roxburcb  and  Jedwort^  bot  I 
Will  lat  fcle  ofF  thaim  pafs  for  by ;  345 

For  I  can  noucht  reherfs  thaim  all. 
And  tlioucht  I  couth,  weill  trow  ye  fall, 
That  I  mycht  not  fufiyce  tharto, 
Thar  fuld  fa  mekill  be  ado. 
Bot  thai,  that  I  wate  wyttrely,  350 

Eftrc  my  wytt  reherfs  will  I, 

This  tyme  that  the  gud  Eric  Thomas 
Affegyt,  as  the  lettre  layis, 
• 
Ver.  339.  X3X*, 

Ver.  353.  <  At  the  lettre  faysi*  only  implies^  as  in  this 
book  has  been  faid  before. 

Edinburgh^ 
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B£nburgh^  James  ofFDowoLA3 

Set  all  hys  wyt  for  to  purchas  355 

How  Roxburch^  throw  futclte 

Or  ony  craft,  mycht  wonnyn  be. 

Till  he  gcrt  Syme  ofFthe  Leidhouss, 

A  crafty  man  and  a  curioufs, 

OfF  hcmpyn  rapis  leddres  ma,  360 

With  irne  fteppis  bundyn  fwa, 

That  brek  wald  not  on  na  kyn  wif$, 

A  cruk  thai  ipaid  at  thair  deuifs 

Off  irne,  that  wes  ftyth  and  fquar. 

That  fra  it  in  ane  kyrneill  war,  365 

And  the  leddre  tharfra  ftraitly 

Strekyt,  it  fuld  ftand  fckyrly. 

This  gud  Lord  off  Dowglas,  alfone. 

As  this  deuifit  wes  and  done, 

Gadryt  gud  men  in  priuet6,  370 

Thre  fcor,  I  trow,  thai  mycht  be. 

And  on  the  Faftryngs-ewyn  rycht. 

In  the  beginning  off  the  nycht, 

To  the  caftell  thai  tuk  thair  way. 

With  blak  frogs  helyt  war  thai,  375 

The  armours  that  thai  on  thaim  had. 

Thai  come  ner  by  thair,  but  abad, 

Ver.  36  5.  A  kemil  is  one  of  the  low  interfticet  of  wall  on 
the  batdements. 

Ver.  372.   Faftrens-even  is  the  eve  of  Lent.    6  March 

Vcr.  375.  Pifrog,  now  fpeh/rw*,  11  an  upper-coat, 
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And  fend  haly  thair  horfs  tfaarfra. 

And  thai  on  rawnge,  in  an  route  gan  ga 

On  hands  and  fete,  quhen  thai  war  ner, 

Rycht  as  thai  ky  or  oxin  wer. 

That  war  wont  to  be  bondyn  left  tharout ; 

It  was  rycht  mjrrk  withoutyn  dout. 

The  quheyn  ane,  on  the  wall  that  lay, 

Be&d  hym  till  hys  fere  gan  (ay, 

«*  This  man  thinks  to  mak  gud  cher," 

(And  nemyt  ane  hufband  tharby  ner) 

*«  That  has  left  all  hys  oxin  owt." 

The  tothyr  faid,  Mt  is  na  dout 

*  He  fall  mak  mery  to  nycht,  thocht  thai 

*  Be  witfi  the  Dowglas  led  away.' 
Thai  wend  the  Dowglas  and  hys  men 
Had  bene  oxyn ;  for  thai  yeid  then 

On  hands  and  fete,  ay  ane  and  ane. 
The  DovGLAS  rycht  gud  tent  has  tane 
To  thair  fpek :  bot  alfone  thai 
Held  carpand  inwart  thair  way, 

Dowglas'  men  tharoiF  war  biyth. 
And  to  the  wall  thai  fped  thaim  fwyth : 
And  fone  has  up  thair  leddres  fet. 
That  maid  a  clap  quhen  thai  cruchet 
Wes  fixit  faft  in  die  kyrneill. 
That  herd  ane  off  the  wachis  wcill ; 
And  bufkyt  tbyddirwart,  but  baid. 
Bot  Ledd£hous£,  that  the  leddre  maid. 
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Sped  hym  to  clymb  fyrft  to  the  wall : 
Bot  or  he  wes  up  gottyn  all. 
He  at  that  ward  had  in  keping. 
Met  hym  rycht  at  the  upcumming. 
And  for  he  thoucht  to  ding  hym  doun,  410 

He  maid  na  noyis,  na  cryj  na  foun, 
Bot  fchot  to  hym  deliuerly. 
And  he  that  was  in  jupperty 
To  de,  a  launce  he  till  hym  maid, 
And  gat  hym  be  the  nek  but  baid ;  415 

And  ftckyt  hym  upwart  with  a  knyfFs 
Quhill  in  hys  hand  he  left  the  lyfF. 
And  quhen  he  ded  fwa  faw  hym  ly. 
Upon  the  wall  he  went  in  hy, 
And  doun  the  body  keft  thaim  till  \  420 

And  faid,  <^  All  gangs  as  we  will. 
**  Spede  yow  upwarts  deliuerly/' 
And  thai  did  fwa,  in  full  gret  hy. 
Bot,  or  thai  wan  up,  thar  come  ane, 
And  faw  Ledhouss  ftand  hym  allane,  42^ 

And  knew  he  was  not  off  thair  men* 
In  hy  he  rufchyt  till  hym  then  ; 
And  hym  affaylit  fturdely, 
Bot  he  flew  hym  deliuerly ; 
For  he  wes  armyt,  and  wes  wycht ;  430 

The  tothyr  nakit  wes,  Ik  hycht, 
And  had  noucht  for  to  ftynt  the  ftrak. 
Sic  melle  thairup  gan  he  mak, 
Quhill  DowcLAS,  and  hys  mengye  all, 
War  cummyn  up  apon  the  wall.  435 

Then 
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Then  in  the  tour  thai  went  in  hy : 
The  folk  wes  that  tyme  halyly 
Intill  the  hall,  at  thair  daunfing, 
Synging,  and  other  wayis  playing ; 
As  apon  Faftyryngs-ewyn  is  440 

The  cuftume  to  male  joy  and  blyfs, 
Till  folk  that  ar  into  poufle , 
Swa  trowyt  thai  that  tyme  to  be. 

Bot,  or  thai  wyft,  rycht  in  the  hall 
DowGLAS,  and  hys  route,  cummyn  war  all.   445 
And  cryt  on  hycht,  Dowola5  !  Dowolas  ! 
And  thai,  that  ma  war  than  he  was. 
Hard  Douglas!  cryt  hydwyfsly ; 
Thai  war  abayfit  for  the  cry ; 
And  fchuip  rycht  na  defens  to  ma.  450 

And  thai  but  pite  gan  tbaim  fla. 
Till  thai  had  gottyn  the  ourband. 
The  tothyr  fled  to  fek  warand. 
That  out  off  mefur  ded  gan  dreid. 
The  wardane  faw  how  that  it  yeid  455 

That  callyt  was  Gilmyn  de  Fynys  ; 
In  the  gret  toure  he  gottyn  is, 
And  othyrs  off  hys  cumpany, 
A;^  fparryt  the  entre  haftcly. 
The  lave,  that  lewyt  war  without,  46© 

War  tane,  or  flayn,  thar  is  na  dout, 

Vcr,  45$.  Gillcmin  de  Ficnnes,    Annals,  ii.  37. 

Bot 
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Iff  that  any  lap  the  wall. 

^OWCLAS  that  nycht  held  the  hall, 

ch  hys  fayis  tharofF  wer  wa. 

nen  was  gangand  to  and  fra,  465 

^  out  the  caftell  all  that  nycht. 

in  the  morne,  that  day  wes  lycht, 

vardane,  that  wis  in  the  tour, 

was  a  man  off  gret  walour, 

[YN  THE  Fynys,  quhcn  he  faw  470 

raftell  tint,  be  cleue  and  law, 

t  hys  mycht  for  to  defend 

:our ;  but  thai  without  hym  fend 

yis  in  fa  gret  quantite, 

anoyit  tharoiF  wes  he.  475 

:  till  the  tothyr  day  not  forthy 

Id  the  tour  full  fturdely. 

hen  at  ane  affalt  he  was 

idyt  fa  felly  in  the  face, 

he  wes  dredand  off  hys  lyff ;  480 

or  he  tretyt  thar  beliff  j 

^auld  the  tour  on  fic  maner, 

he,  and  all  that  with  hym  wer, 

aufly  pafs  in  Ingland. 

GLAS  held  thaim  gud  conand,  485 

rowoid  thaim  to  thair  cuntre. 

lar  full  fchort  tyme  levyt  he : 

brow  the  wound  intill  the  face, 

5yt  fone,  and  beryit  was, 

DoWGtAt 
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DowGLAS  the  caftell  kfyt  all,  490 

That  than  was  clofyt  with  ftalwart  wall ; 
And  fend  this  L^johouss  till  the  Kino, 
Thgt  maid  hym  full  gud  rewarding. 
And  hys  brothyr  in  full  gret  hy, 
Schyr  Eduuard,  that  wes  fa  douchty,  495 

He  fend  thyddyr  to  tumble  it  doun, 
Bath  tour,  and  caftell,  and  dungeoun« 
And  he  come  with  gret  cumpany. 
And  gert  trawaill  fa  befyly, 
That  tour  and  wall,  rycht  to  the  ground,         500 
War  tumblyt  in  a  litill  ftound. 
And  duelt  thar  quhill  all  Tewidale 
Come  to  the  Kings  pefs,  all  haile, 
Owtane  Jedwort^  and  othyr  that  ner 
The  Inglifmennys  bounds  wer.  505 

Qiihen  Roxburch  won]m  was  on  this  wyfs. 
The  Erie  Thomas,  that  hey  emprifs 
Set  ay  on  fouerane  hey  bounte, 
At  Edynburgh  with  hys  mengye 
Was  liand  at  a  fege,  as  I  5x0 

Tauld  you  befor  all  opynly. 
Bot  fra  he  hard  how  Roxburch  was 
Ta^ne  with  a  trayne,  all  hys  purchas, 
And  wyt,  and  befynes,  Ik  hycbt, 
He  fet  for  to  purches  fum  flycht,  5155 

How  he  mycht  hel|^  hym,  throw  body 
Mellyt  with  hey  che^i^diy. 
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To  wyn  the  wall  off  the  caftcll 
Throw  fum  kyn  flycht.    For  he  wyft  weill 
That  na  ftrenth  mycht  it  plainly  get,  520 

Quhill  thai  within  had  men  and  met. 

Tharfor  priuely  fperyt  he 
Giff  ony  man  mycht  fundyn  be, 
That  couth  fynd  any  juperty 
To  clymb  the  wallis  priuely :  525 

And  he  fuld  have  hys  waryfoun. 
For  it  wes  hys  ententioun 
To  put  hym  till  all  awentur, 
Or  that  a  fege  on  hym  mysfur. 

Than  wes  thar  ane  Wilyamb  Francuss,  530 
Wycht,  and  apert,  wyfs,  and  curyufs. 
That  intill  hys  youthheid  had  bene 
In  the  caftell ;  quhen  he  has  fene 
The  Erie  fua  enkerly  hym  fct 
Sum  futelt6,  or  wile,  to  get,  535 

Quhar  throw  the  caftell  have  mycht  he, 
He  come  to  hym  in  priuete ; 
And  (aid,  "  Methink  ye  wald  blythly 
**  That  men  fand  yow  fum  juparty, 
**  How  ye  mycht  our  the  wallis  wyn :  540 

**  And  certs  giff  ye  will  begyn 
**  For  till  aflay  on  fic  awyfs, 
<^  Ik  undirtak,  for  my  feruice, 
**  To  ken  yow  to  clymb  to  the  wall ; 
<«  And  I  fiill  formaft  be  off  all  5  545 

«  Quhar 
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*'  Quhar  with  a  fchort  leddre  may  wcj 
**  I  trow  ofF  twclf  fiite  it  may  be, 
^  Clym  to  the  wall  up  all  quytly. 
*'  And  gifFthat  ye  will  wyt  how  I 
«  Wate  this,  I  fall  yow  blythly  fay.  550 

**  Quhen  I  was  young  this  hendre  day^ 
*'  My  fadyr  wes  keper  off  yone  houfs^ 
**  And  I  wes  fum  deill  walgeoufs, 
**  And  lovyt  a  wench  her  in  the  toun* 
**  And  for  I,  hot  fufpicioun,  555 

**  Mycht  repayr  till  hyr  priuely, 
**  Off  rapys  a  leddre  to  me  mad  1 1 
"  And  tharwith  our  the  wall  I  flaid, 
"  A  ftrayt  roid,  that  I  fperyt  had, 
"  Intill  the  crage,  fyne  doun  I  went ;  560 

**  And  offtfyfs  come  till  myn  intent. 
"  And  quhen  it  ner  drew  to  the  day, 
^  I  held  agayne  that  ilk  way : 
^  And  ay  come  in  but  perfawing. 
**  Ik  ufyt  lang  that  trawailling ;  565 

^^  Sa  that  I  can  that  roid  ga  rycht^ 
"  Thoucht  men  fe  newyr  fa  myrk  the  nycht ; 
^  And  giff  ye  think  ye  will  aflay 
"  To  pafs  up  eftre  me  tiiat  way ; 
*'  Up  to  the  wall  I  (all  yow  bring,  570 

**  Giff  God  us  fawys  fra  perfiiwing 
^^  Off  thaim,  that  wachys  on  the  wall. 
"  And  giff  that  us  fwa  fayr  may  fall, 
"  That  we  owr  leddres  up  may  fct^ 
"  Giff  a  man  on  the  wall  may  get,  575 

«*He 
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^  He  fall  defend,  and  it  be  ned, 

tt  Quhill  the  remanand  up  thaim  fped/* 

The  Erie  wes  blyth  off  hys  carping, 
And  hycht  hym  fayr  rewarding  i 
And  undretuk  that  gat  to  ga.  580 

And  bad  hym  fone  hys  leddre  ma. 
And  hald  hym  priue  quhill  thai  mycht 
Set  for  thair  purpofe  on  a  nycht. 

Sone  eftre  was  the  leddre  maid  ; 
And  then  the  Erie,  but  mar  abaid,  585 

Puruayt  hym  a  nycht  preuely, 
With  threty  men,  wycht  and  hardy  ; 
And  in  a  myrk  nycht  held  thair  yf^j 
That  put  thaim  till  fuU^ard  aflay; 
And  to  gret  perill  fekyrly.    .  590 

I  trow,  mycht  thai  haiff  fene  clerly^ 
That  gat  had  not  bene  undretane, 
Thouch  thai  to  let  thaim  had  not  ane. 
For  the  crag  wes  hey,  and  hidwoufs. 
And  the  clymbing  rycht  parallous :  595 

For  hapnyt  ony  to  Aid  and  fall. 
He  fuld  Tone  be  to  frufchyt  all. 

The  nycht  wes  myrk,  as  Ik  hard  fay^ 
And  to  the  fute  fonc  cummyn  ar  thai 
Off  the  crag ;  that  wes  hey  and  fchor.  600 

Than  Wilyam  Fransoys  thaim  bcfor 

Vol.  II.  G  Clamb 
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Clamb  in  crykes  forouth  ay; 

And  at  the  bak  hjm  followjit  thai^ 

With  mekill  payne ;  quhile  to  quhile  fra. 

Thai  clamb  into  the  crykys  fwa,  £hm 

Quhile  halfF  the  craig  thai  clumbyn  had. 

And  thar  a  place  thai  fand  fa  brad, 

That  thai  mycht  fit  on  anerly. 

And  thai  war  handles  and  wery : 

And  thair  abad  thair  aynd  to  ta»  S^ic 

And  rycht  as  thai  war  fittand  fwa, 

Rycht  aboune  thaim,  up  apon  the  wall, 

The  chak-wachys  affemblyt  all. 

Now  help  thaim  God,  that  all  thing  mai ! 

For  in  full  grct  perill  ar  thai ;  615 

For  mycht  thai  fe  thaim  thar,  fuld  nane 

Efchape  out  ofFthat  place  unflane : 

To  dede  with  ftanys  thai  fuld  thaim  ding. 

That  thai  mycht  help  thaimfclwyn  nathing. 

Bot  wondre  myrk  wcs  the  nycht,  62^^ 

Swa  that  thai  off  thaim  had  na  fycht* 
And  not  forthy  yeit  wcs  thar  ane 
OfF  thaim,  that  fwappyt  doun  a  ftanc^ 
And  faid,  "  Away !  I  fee  yow  weille.** 
The  quheyr  he  faw  thaim  not  a  deile.  62^S 

Owt  our  thair  heds  flaw  the  ftane; 
And  thai  fat  ftill  lurkand  ilkane. 

The  wachys,  quhcn  diai  herd  noucht  ftcr, 
Fra  that  ward  famyn  all  paflyt  er, 

And 
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And  carpand  iicld  fcr  by  thar  way.  b^o 

The  Erie  Thomas^  alfone  and  thai 

That  on  the  crag  thar  fat  hym  by, 

Towart  the  wall  clamb  haftily, 

And  thyddyr  cam,  with  meikle  mayn. 

And  not  but  gret  perill  and  payn.  (jj 

For  fra  thyne  up  wes  grewoqfer 

To  clymb  up,  ne  beneth  befer. 

Bot  quhat  kyn  payn  fua  euir  thai  had, 
Rycht  to  the  wall  thai  come  but  bad. 
That  had  weill  ner  twelf  fute  off  hychti  640 

And,  forowt  perfawing  or  fycht. 
Thai  fet  thair  leddres  to  the  wall* 
And  fyne  Fransoys,  befor  thaim  all, 
Chunb  up ;  and  fyns^Schyr  Androw  Gray  ; 

•And  fyne  the  Erie  hymfelf,  perfay,  645 

"XVcs  the  thrid,  that  the  wall  gan  ta, 

^uben  thai  thar  doune  thair  Lord  fwa 

Saw  clymbyne  up  apon  the  wall, 

•As  woud  men  thai  clamb  eftre  all. 

Bot  or  all  up  clumbyn  war  thai,  650 

*Thai  that  war  wachys  till  aflay. 
Hard  ftering,  and  priu6  fpeking, 
i^nd  alfwa  fraying  off  armyng. 
And  on  thaim  fchot  full  fturdely; 
And  thai  met  thaim  rycht  bardelys  655 

And  flew  off  thaim  difpiteoufly, 
Tbw  throw  the  caftell  raift  die  cry, 

G  2  <*Trcfoim! 
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**  Trcfoun !  Trefoun ! ''  thai  cryt  faft. 

Than  fum  ofF  tham  war  fwa  agaft^ 

That  thai  fled,  and  lap  our  the  wall.  66o 

Bot  to  iay  futh,  thai  fled  not  all. 

For  the  conftabiU,  that  wes  hardy^ 
All  armyt  fchot  forth  to  the  cry ; 
And  with  hym  fele  hardy  and  ftout. 
Yeyt  wes  the  Erie,  with  hys  rout,  665 

Fechtand  with  thaim  apon  the  wall ; 
Bot  fone  he  difcomfyt  thaim  all. 
Be  that  hys  men  war  cummyn  ilk  ane 
Up  to  the  wall,  and  he  has  tane 
Hys  way  doun  to  the  caftell  fone.  670 

In  gret  perill  he  hcs  hym  doyn, 
For  thai  war  fer  ma  men  thyin, 
(And  thai  had  bene  oiF  gud  cowyne) 
Than  he ;  bot  diai  cffirayit  war. 
And  not  for  this,  with  wapnys  bar,  675 

The  conftabill,  and  hys  cumpany^ 
Met  hym  and  hys,  rycht  hardely. 

Thar  mycht  men  fe  gret  bargane  rifs ; 
For  with  wapnys  off  mony  wifs 
Thai  dang  on  othyr,  at  thair  mycht,  68a 

Quhill  fwerds  that  war  fayr  and  brychC 
War  till  the  hilts  all  bludy. 
Than  hidwyfly  begouth  the  cry : 
For  thai  that  fcllyt,  or  ftekyt,  war, 
Hidwyfly  gan  cry  and  rar*  685 

The 
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The  gud  Eric,  and  hys  cumpany, 

Faucht  in  that  fycht  fa  fturdyly. 

That  all  thair  feyis  rufchyt  war. 

The  conftabill  wcs  flane  rycht  thar. 

And  fra  he  fell  the  remanand  690 

Fled,  quhar  thai  beft  mycht,  to  warand. 

Thai  durft  not  bid  to  ma  debate. 

The  Erie  was  handlyt  thar  fa  hat. 

That  had  it  not  hapnyt  throw  cafs, 

That  the  coaftabill  thar  flayn  than  was,  695 

He  had  bene  in  gret  perell  thar. 

Bet  quhen  thai  fled  thar  was  na  mar ; 

Bot  ilk  man,  to  faufFhye  lyfl^ 

Fled  furth  hys  dayis  for  to  dryve. 

And  fum  fiaid  douji  put  our  the  wall.  700 

The  Erie  has  tane  the,caft«ll  all ; 

For  thar  wes  nane  du^ft  hym  withftand* 

I  hard  newyr  quhar,  in  na  kin  land, 

Wes  caftell  tane  fa  hardely,  , 

Owtakyn  TreiU  anerly,  705 

Quhen  Alexander  the  cunquerour. 

That  conqueryt  Babilonys  tour. 

Lap  on  bar  forfs  fra  the  wall ; 

Quhar  he  amang  hys  fayis  all, 

Ver.  701.  Edinburgh  calllc  wa«  taken  X4th  March  1313, 
Fordun  xii.  19. 

Ver.  705.  Editions  read  Tyre,  abfurdly.  It  wa«  in  a  town 
of  the  Oxydracae  that  Alexander  incurred  this  danger.  Ar* 
rian.  lib.  vi.  p.  394,  ed.  Blancardi.  But  the  name  is  un* 
.known,  and  Barbour's  authority  efcapes  me. 

G  3  Dcfendyt 
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Defendyt  hym  full  douchtriy,  Jt6 

Quhill  hys  nobill  chcwalry, 

With  leddres  our  the  wall  ycid. 

That  nothyr  left  for  dede  na  dreid. 

For  fira  thai  wyft  weiB  that  the  kittg 

Wes  in  the  tx>un,  thar  was  nathing  ^t$ 

Intill  that  tyme  that  ftynt  tiKiiin  aioitcfit^ 

For  all  perill  thai  fet  at  noucht. 

Thai  clamb  the  wall  j  and  Ariste' 

Come  fyrft  to  the  gud  king,  quhar  he 

Defendyt  hym,  with  all  hys  mycht  (  7I0 

That  then  fa  hard  Wes  fet,  Ik  hycht, 

That  he  wes  fellyt  oa  a  kne ; 

He  till  hys  bak  had  fet  a  tre^ 

For  dred  thai  fald  behind  aflaile. 

Ariste'  then  to  the  bataille  725 

Sped  hym  in  hy,  aU  fturdely^ 

And  dang  on  thaim  fa  douchtdy. 

That  the  king  weille  reflcewit  was* 

For  hys  men,  into  fyndry  pla6, 

Clamb  our  the  wall  and  foucht  the  king,         730 

And  hym  refkewyt  with  hard  fechting  j 

And  wanne  the  toun  deliveriy, 

Owtane  this  taking  enerly, 

I  herd  neuir,  in  na  tyme  gane^ 

Qithar  caftell  was  fa  ftoutly  tane.  735 

And  oflF  this  taking  that  I  mene 
Saint  Margaret,  the  gud  haly  quene, 

Wyft 
Ver.  737.  Margaret,  the  ^en  of  Malcom  III»  a  woman 

worth 
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VTirft  in  hyr  tymc,  throw  reweling 

Off  hym  that  knaws  and  wate  all  thing. 

Tharfor,  infted  of  prophecy,  740 

Sche  left  tabiyng  rycht  joly, 

That  is  yeit  intill  hyr  chapele. 

Sdie  gert  weill  portray  a  caftell) 

A  leddre  up  to  the  wall  ftandand, 

And  a  man  up  tharapon  dymband.  745 

And  a  wrote  oucht  hym,  as  auld  men  iayis, 

In  Frankisy  Gardys  vouys  de  Franfais, 

And  for  this  word  fchc  gert  wt]^  fwa, 

Men  wend  the  Frankis  men  fuld  it  ta. 

Bet  for  Frawnsous  hattyn  wes  he,  750 

That  fwa  clamb  up  in  priucte, 

Sche  wrat  that,  as  in  prophecy : 

And  it  fell  eftrewart  fothly 

Rycht  as  fhe  faid ;  for  tane  it  was, 

And  Fransoys  led  thaim  up  that  pa&«  755 

On  this  wyfs  Edinburgh  was  tane  5 
And  thai  that  war  tharin  ilkane 
Othyr  tane,  or  flane,  or  lap  the  wall. 
Thair  guds  haifF  thai  lefyt  all  ^ 

worth  a  thoufand  faints.  See  the  life  of  her,  by  her  con* 
feflbr,  in  the  Fit  a  Atiiiqua  San&orum  Scotia,  Xrondini,  17^91 
Svo, 

Vcr.  746.    Editions  read  t 

And  wrote  on  him,  as  old  men  fayes* 
Wc  ibould  furely  read  *  owr  him,'  over  him^  above  him, 

G  4  And 
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And  Touch  the  houfs  euirilkane.  j6o 

Schyr  Pers  Lumbart  that  was  tane. 

As  I  iaid  er  befor,  thai  fand 

In  boyis,  and  hard  feftnyng  fittand. 

Thai  broucht  hym  to  the  Erie  in  hy. 

And  he  gert  loufs  hym  haftely;  765 

Then  he  become  the  King's  man. 

Thai  fend  word  to  the  King  rycht  than^ 

And  tauld  how  the  cadell  wes  tane. 

And  he  in  hy  is  thyddar  gane  ; 

With  mony  ane  in  cumpany,  770 

And  gert  mync  doun  all  halyly, 

Bath  tour  and  wall  rycht  to  the  grond« 

And  fyne  our  all  the  land  gan  fond, 

Sefand  the  cuntre  till  hys  pefs. 

Off  this  deid,  that  fa  worthy  wes,  775 

The  Erie  was  prefyt  gretumly. 

The  King  that  faw  hym  fa  worthy, 

Was  blyth,  and  joyful!  our  the  lave. 

And  to  mantayne  hys  ftat  he  gave 

Rents  and  lands,  fayr  inewch.  780 

And  he  to  fa  gret  worfchip  dreuch. 

That  all  fpak  off  hys  gret  bounte» 

Hys  fayis  gretly  ftonayit  he ; 

For  he  fled  neuir  for  force  off  fycht. 

Quhat  fall  I  my  fay  off  hys  mycht  ?  785 

Hys  gret  manheid,  and  hys  bounte, 

Gerrs  hym  yeit  renownyt  be. 
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.  thatthirjuper^* 

He  hard  than  fay,  »"ij;;'= 

TbatinJi««'?«f;*Jbysmcnye, 

Thyddlr  he  -":^^l^,,,  tyme  has  he.  ^^^ 

Sy»eto2>««'^'^^X,aslh«'i^^y' 
Wtt'^'^^r'tVrformhy 

Apynethe^       ;ft,^dy. 
;^  lay  <ba'  *lf  *"  '2  vray  he  taes  ; 

QuhargudScny  ,^ffay, 

"^^^^nt    rndVdmkep.ng 

ThalbekkyrytoW     ^^^^^„e. 
Botgretcbevr^jt^hefegewestane, 

SchyrED""^*^' 
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Ver.  7««.  '5"' '***•  A^**^ 


In 
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A  Weill  lang  tyme  about  it  lay, 

Fra  the  Lentryne,  that  is  to  txy^  Si  j ' 

Quhill  forouth  the  Saint  Ihonys  mcb  ^ 

The  Inglis  folk)  that  tharin  wes, 

Begouth  to  failye  wi^ill  be  than. 

Than  Schyr  Philip,  that  douchty  man, 

Tretyt  quhill  thai  confentyt  war,  82Q 

That  gifF  at  Midfomcr,  the  neift  ycr 

To  cum,  it  war  not  with  bataill 

Refkewyt ;  than  that,  forowtyn  faill, 

He  fuld  the  caftell  yauld  quytly. 

That  connand  band  thai  fekyrly*  825 

Ver.  815,  816.  From  Lent  131 3  to  24th  June. 
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ARGUMENT. 


Tbilty  and  the  twa  folowand  bukeSy  conteln  the  Kyng 
ef  England* s  array  again  Scotland^  and  the  battel 
§f  Bannocburn.  Edward  IL  ajfemhlis  ane  gret 
hofty  dlvidit  intil  ten  battelsy  of  ten  thoufand  men 
Ukane — marchis  till  Edenborrow. — King  Rob^^rt 
fummounis  his  armie  of  thritty  thufandy  and  ma^ 
mad  dividis  thorn  into  four  battels — his  Jlratageme 
— A^  $rders  the  fmafolky  carriagey  and  vittailyfra 
him.  —  The  Inglis  advaunce  to  Falkirk. — The  Erie 
ef  MuREF,  with  fyve  hundred  meny  affalis  tight 
hundred* 
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/\.ND  quhen  this  cunand  thus  was  maid, 

Schyr  Philip  intill  Ingland  raid  ; 

And  tauld  the  King  all  hale  his  tale. 

How  he  a  twelf  moneth  all  hale 

Had,  (as  it  wryttin  wes  in  their  taile),  5 

To  reflcew  Strewillyne  with  bataille. 

And  quhen  he  hard  Schyr  Philip  fay 
Hiat  Scotts  men  had  fet  a  day 
To  fycht ;  and  that  fic  fpace  he  had 
To  purway  him ;  he  wes  rycht  glaid.  W 

And  (aid,  it  wes  gret  fukudry 
That  fet  thaim  apon  fic  foly. 
For  he  thocht  to  be,  or  that  day, 
Sa  purwayit,and  in  fic  aray, 
That  thar  fuld  nane  ftrenth  hym  withftand.       15 
And  quhen  the  lords  ofF  Ingland 
Herd  that  this  day  wes  fet  planly, 
Thai  jugyt  it  all  for  to  failly, 


Ver.  5.  TaiU  is  covenaDt^  agreement. 
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And  thoucht  to  haiff  all  thair  liking, 

Giff  men  abaid  thaim  in  fechting.  20  \ 

Bot  oft  faiUys  the  fulis  thoucht :  | 

And  yheit  wyfsmennys  ay  cummys  nocht  I 

To  fik  end,  as  thai  weine,  alwayis. 
A  litill  ftane  oft,  as  men  fayis. 
May  ger  weltyr  a  mekill  wayne,  25 

Na  mannys  mycht  may  fland  agayne 
The  grace  of  God,  that  all  thing  fters. 
He  wate  quhat  till  all  thing  afFers  s 
And  difponys  at  hys  liking 
OfFhys  ordynance  all  thing.  30 

Quhen  Schyr  Eduuard,  as  I  yow  fay, 
Had  gevyn  fwa  owtrageoufs  a  day 
To  yeld,  or  reflcew,  Strewillynej 
Rycht  to  the  King  he  went  hym  fyne. 
And  tauld  quhat  tretyfs  he  had  mad ;  3^9 

And  quhat  day  he  thaim  gevyn  had. 
The  King  faid,  quen  he  hard  die  day, 
"  It  wes  unwifely  doyn  perfey ! 
**  Ik  herd  neuir  quhar  (a  lang  warnyng 
«'  Wes  gevyn  to  &  mychty  a  King,  4^** 

"  As  is  the  King  off  Inghnd. 
•*  For  he  has  now  intill  hand 
*'  Inglandy  Ireland^  and  fFalis  alfua, 
*'  And  Jquitangue  yheit,  with  all  tfaa; 
"  And  off  Scotland  yeit  a  party  4  ^ 

•*  Dwells  undrc  hys  fcnyowry* 

«An^ 
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»  And  ofF  trefeur  fa  ftuffyt  is  he, 

^  That  he  may  wageours  haiff  plenty 

**  And  we  ar  quhoyne,  agayne  la  fele. 

*  God  may  rycht  weill  owr  werdys  dele !  50 
«  Bot  we  ar  fet  in  juperty, 

*  To  tyne,  or  wyn,  than  haftily." 

Schyr  Eduuard  (aid,  <  Sa  God  me  rede ! 
^  Thoch  he,  and  all  that  he  may  lede, 
^  Cum ;  we  fall  fecht  all,  war  thai  ma.'  55 

Quhen  the  King  hard  hys  brodyr  fay  fwa 
Spek  to  the  bataill  fa  hardely. 
He  prefyt  hym  in  hys  hart  gretumly. 
And  faid,  ^<  Brodyr,  fen  fwa  is  gane, 
**  That  this  thing  thus  is  undretane,  60 

*^  Schap  we  us  tharfor  manlely  ; 
<<  And  all  that  lufis  us  tendrely, 
"  And  the  fredome  ofF  this  cuntre, 
••  Purway  thaim  at  that  tymc  to  be 
^  Boime,  with  all  the  mycht  that  euir  thai  may. 
^  Swa  gifF  that  our  &yis  aflay  66 

**  To  refkew  Sirewillintj  throw  bataill, 
«  That  we  ofFpurpofs  ger  thaim  &ill." 

To  thys  thai  all  aflentyt  ar, 
And  bad  thair  men  all  mak  thaim  yar  70 

For  to  be  boune,  agayne  that  day. 
On  the  beft  wyfs  that  cuir  diai  may. 

Then 
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Then  all,  that  worthy  war  to  fycht^ 
OfF  Scotland  fet  all  hale  thair  mycht^ 
To  purway  thaim,  agayne  that  day.  yj 

Wappnys  and  armowrs  purwayit  thai  % 
And  all  that  afFcrs  to  fychting. 
And  in  Ingland  the  mychty  King 
Purwayit  hym  in  fa  grct  aray. 
That,  certs  hard  I  neuir  fay^  to 

That  Inglis  men  mar  aparaile 
Maid,  than  thai  did  for  bataile. 

For  quhen  the  tjrme  wes  cummyn  ncr. 
He  aflemblyit  all  hys  power. 
And,  but  hys  awne  chewalry,  85 

That  wes  fa  gret  it  wes  ferly, 
He  had  off  mony  fer  cuntre 
With  hym  gud  men  off  gret  bounte. 
Off  Fraunce  worthy  chewalry 
He  had  intill  his  cumpany ;  •  90 

The  Erie  off  Henaud  als  was  thaf. 
And  with  hym  men  that  worthy  war  ; 
Off  Gafcoyne^  and  off  Abnany^ 
And  off  the  worthyaft  off  Bretaynguj^ 
He  had  wycht  men,  and  Weill  farand^  95 

Armyt  clenly,  bath  fute  and  hand. 
That  nane  left  that  mycht  wappnys  weld^ 
Or  mychty  war  to  fecht  in  fcldL 
All  Walls  als  with  hym  had  he  $ 
And  off  Irland  a  gret  mengye  \  100 

Off 
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Off  Pontync^  Aquitancy  and  Bayone^ 

He  had  mony  ofFgret  renoune. 

Ane  hundrb  thousand  men^  and  ma; 

And  fourty  thoufand  war  oflFtha 

Ann3rt  on  horfs^  bath  heid  and  hand.  lo  j 

And  off  thaim  yeit  war  thre  thoufand, 

Widi  hdyt  horfs  in  plate  and  mailye^ 

To  male  the  front  off  the  batailye^ 

And  fyfty-twa  thoufand  off  archers 

He  had,  forowtyn  hobclers.  I  lO 

And  men  of  fiite  and  fmal  rangale, 

That  yemyt  hamays  and  wittaile. 

He  had  fa  fele,  it  wes  ferly. 

Off  carts  als  that  raid  thaim  by 

Sa  fele  that,  but  all  thai  that  bar  115 

Harnaj^  and  als  that  chargyt  vnx 

With  pailyownys,  and  wefchall  withall, 

And  aparaile  off  chambyr  and  hall, 

Ver.  103.  This  number  feems  not  exaggerated.  See  An* 
^^9  ii.  41 9  4.2.  Edward  fummoned  the  whole  power  of  his 
kingdom ;  totum  fervitium  noftrum,  Rynier*^  Fdedera,  iii* 
4^7 S«  With  half  the  number  he  might  probably  have  been 
^idofioui.  An  army  exceeding  40,000  feems,  from  andent 
^ikL  modem  hiftory,  to  be  only  calculated  for  mifinanagement 
^ad  defeat.    March,  13 14. 

Ver.  X07.  That  it,  horfes  covered  with  mail  1  m  very  aO' 

^knt  praftice  among  the  Sarmatae,  or  Slavonic  nations,  at 

I       appears  from  Trajan'i  pillar,  and  other  ancient  monumentty 

k       colUted  with  ancient  authors :  and  which  continued  among 

I      the  Gothic  nations  to  the  lateft  timet  of  chivalry. 

\       Voi.IL  H  Ani 
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And  wyne,  and  wax,  fchot^  and  wi^Ue^ 

Aucht  fchor,  chargyt  with  pulaile.  laa 

Thai  war  fii  felequhar  that  thai  raid. 

And  thair  bataills  war  fa  braid. 

And  fwa  gret  rowme  held  thair  char, 

That  men  that  mekiU  oft  mycht  fe  [far] 

Ourtak  the  latids  largely.  Y25 

Men  mycht  fe  then,  diat  had  bene  by, 

Mony  a  worthy  man,  and  wycht ; 

Mony  ane  armour  gayly  dycht, 

And  mony  ane  fturdy  ftering  fttd, 

Arayit  intill  ryche  wede ;  130 

Mony  helmys,  and  haberiownys ; 

And  fa  many  a  combly  knycht^ 

That  it  femyt  that  into  fycht 

Thai  fuld  wencuft  the  warld  all  haile. 

Quhy  fuld  I  male  ia  lang  my  taile  \  135 

To  Berwik  ar  cuknmyn  ilk  ane ; 

And  fum  tharin  has  innys  tane ; 

And  fum  logyt  inathowt  the  townys. 

In  tents  and  in  pailyownys. 

And 
Ver«  tfto.   Editioiis  ready  <  fewaL^     FnlmU  it  Airel/ 
ptfiiltrx* 

Ver.  ii3i  iH»  <*5*   The  MS.  is  here  corrupt.   It  leadt  t 

Aod  fwa  gret  rowme  held  thair  char 
id  UankJ^iKt  kftfir  a  Um\ 

That  men  that  mekill  oft  mycht  (e^ 

Ncr  by.  qahen  fa  wild  be» 

OurtijE.  the  UmU  largely. 

Men  mycht  fe  then»  that  had  bene  by. 
Tile  tfiird  line  it  fupcrflnont  nonfenle  s  and  thit  corruptkw 
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And  quhen  the  King  hys  oft  has  fent  140 

Sa  gret;  and  fa  gude  men,  and  clenei 
He  was  rycht  joyfull  in  hys  thoucht. 
And  Weill  fuppofit  that  thar  wes  noucht 
In  warld  a  king  mycht  hym  withftand. 
Hym  thoucht  all  wonnyn  till  hys  hand  ^  145 

And  largly  amang  hys  men 
The  land  off  Scotland  delt  he  then* 
Off  othyr  mennys  thing  larg  wes  he. 
And  thai,  that  war  off  hys  mengye^ 
-Manaufyt  the  Scott s  men  haly  1 50 

AVith  gret  words.    But  not  forthy^ 
Or  thai  cum  all  to  thair  entent, 
^owys  in  hale  claith  (all  be  rent. 

The  King,  throw  cunfaile  off  hys  men, 
Hys  folk  delt  in  bataiUs  ten.  155 

In  ilkane  war  weile  ten  thoufand, 
That  lete  thai  ftalwartly  fuld  ftand 
In  the  bataill,  and  ftythly  fycht  5 
And  leve  not  for  thair  fayis  mycht. 
He  fet  leders  till  ilk  bataile,  ite . 

That  knawin  war  off  gud  gouemaile* 
And  till  renownyt  Erls  twa, 
Off  Glosyster  and  Hsrfvrd  war  diai 
Thai  had  the  waward  in  leding. 
With  mony  men  at  thair  bidding,  165 

U  cafily  remedied  from  the  edition! }  which  however  for  thmt 
thar  read,  tbijf  thin. 
Ver.  1 53«  That  it,  *  holes  muft  be  made  10  ibund  dodu* 
H  a  Or  days 


leo  THE     brucb: 

Ordanyt  into  foil  gud  aray* 

Thai  war  fa  chewalrows,  that  thai 

Trowyt,  giffthai  come  to  fycht, 

Thar  fold  na  ftrenth  withftand  thair  mycht* 

And  the  King,  quhen  hys  mengye  wer  170 

Dewyflt  intill  bataill  fer, 

Hys  awne  bataill  ordanyt  he ; 

And  quha  fold  at  his  bridill  be. 

Schyr  GiLis  d£  Argente"  he  fett 

Apon  a  halff,  hys  reyngye  to  kept ;  175 

And  off  Walence  Schyr  Aymbry 

On  othyr  halfF,  that  wes  worthy; 

For  in  thair  fouerane  bounte 

Owtowr  the  lave  afiayit  he# 

Quhen  the  King,  apon  tliis  kyn  wifs,  180 

Had  ordanyt,  as  Ik  her  deuifs, 
Hys  bataills,  and  hys  ftering. 
He  rails  arly  in  a  mornyng. 
And  fra  Berwik  he  tuk  the  way, 
Bath  hillis  and  walis  helyt  thai,  185 

As  the  bataiils,  that  war  braid, 
Departyt  our  the  felds  raid* 
The  fon  wes  brycht,  and  fchcnand  cler, 
And  armours  that  burnyfyt  wer, 
Sa  blomyt  with  the  fonnys  beme  196 

That  all  the  land  wes  in  a  leme. 

Ver.  174.  Sir  Giles  de  Argentine,  a  foreign  warrior  of 
great  fame,  but  unknown  extraft  t  probably  of  Flanders* 
Vef.  SS4.  June,  1314. 

Baners 
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Baners  rycht  fayrly  flawmand, 
And  penfeles  to  the  wynd  wawand, 
8wa  fclc  thar  war  ofF  fcr  quentifs, 
That  it  war  gret  flycht  to  dcuife,  195 

And  Aild  I  tell  all  thair  afFer, 
Thair  cuntenance,  and  the  maner, 
Thouch  I  couth,  I  fuld  combryt  be. 
The  King,  with  all  that  gret  mengye, 
Till  Edynburgh  he  raid  hym  rycht.  200 

Thai  war  all  owt  to  fele  to  fycht 
'With  few  folk,  off  a  fymple  land. 
Bot  quhar  God  helpys  qubat  majr  withftapd  ? 

The  King  Robert,  quhen  he  hard  fay 
That  IngUs  men  in  fie  aray,  20^ 

And  into  fwa  gret  quantctc, 
Come  in  hys  land ;  in  hy  gert  he 
H5r8  men  be  fumound  gcneraly. 
And  thai  come  all,  full  wilfully, 
To  the  TorwoocL,  quhar  that  the  King  210 

Had  ordanyt  to  mak  thair  meting. 

Schyr  Eduuard  the  Bruce,  the  worthy^ 
Come  with  a  full  gret  cumpany 
OfF  gud  men,  armyt  weill  at  rycht. 
Hardy,  and  forfy  for  to  fycht.  215 

Waltre  Stewart  ofFScoTLAND  fync, 
That  than  wes  bot  a  berdlefs  hyne, 

Ver.  193.  Penfils  are  finail  penons,  with  which  the  fpears 
tf  knights  were  ornamented. 

H  3  Com« 
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Come  with  a  rout  off  nobill  men. 

That  men  mycht  be  contynence  ktn^ 

The  gud  lord  ofFDowGLAS  alfua  220 

Broucbt  with  hym  men,  Ik  undreta. 

That  weile  war  ufyt  in  fechting  ; 

Thai  fall  the  les  haifF  abayfing, 

Giff  thaim  betid  in  thrang  to  be, 

Awantage  thai  iall  tittar  fe,  225 

For  to  fionay  thair  fayis  mycht^ 

Than  men  that  ufis  not  to  fycht. 

The  Erie  off  Murreff  with  hys  men, 

Arayit  weille  come  alfua  then. 

Into  gud  cowine  for  to  fycht,  230 

And  gret  will  for  to  manteyne  thair  mycht. 

Owtakyn  thair  mony  barownys. 

And  Jcnychts  that  off  gret  renoune  is. 

Come,  with  thair  men,  full  ftalwartly* 

Quhen  thai  war  affemblyt  halely,  235 

Off  fechtand  men  I  trow  thai  war 

Xhrety  thousand,  and  fome  deill  mar; 

Forowtyn  cariage,  and  pettaill. 

That  3^m]rt  harnayls,  and  wittaill. 

Our  all  the  oft  then  yeid  the  King  ;  240 

And  beheld  to  thair  contenyng, 
And  (aw  thaim  off  fiill  fayr  afferi 
Off  hardy  cuntenance  thai  vmr^ 
Off  liklynes  the  maft  cowart 
Semyt  full  weill  to  do  hys  part.  245 

The 
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[NG  has  fene  all  thair  hawing, 
ew  hym  weill  into  fkr  thing, 
IT  tfaaim  all  commonnaiy 
cuntenance,  and  &  hardy, 
effray  or  abayfing,  a5t) 

lart  had  he  gret  Hieing* 
3ucht  that  men  ofFia  gret  vrill, 
li  wald  fet  thair  will  thartill, 
full  hard  to  wyn  perfay. 
he  met  thaim  in  the  way,  255 

curayt  thaim  with  glaidfum  far, 
1  gud  words  her  and  thar. 
li  that  thair  Lord  fa  mekly  ' '   ' 

Jcum  thaim,  and  (a  hamly, 
liai  war :  and  thoucht  that  thai  t6o 

ivele  to  put  thaim  till  aflay 
d  fechtand,  or  ftalwart  ftur, 
cnayntcyne  bys  honour* 

worthy  King,  quhen  he  has  fcne 
aflemblyt  all  bedene ;  5165 

V  thaim  willfull  to  fi|lfill 
ing,  with  gud  hart  and  will ; 
maynteyne  will  thair  franchifs  5 
reiofyt  mony  wife 

lyt  all  hys  cunfaile  priuc,  270 

d  thaim,  ^<  Lords,  now  ye  fe 
Inglis  meny  with  mekill  mycht, 
ill  difponyt  thaim  for  the  fycht  3 

H  4  i«  For 
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^^  For  thai  yone  caftell  wald  re(kew« 

^<  Tharfbr  is  gud  we  ordane  now  275 

^  How  we  may  let  thaim  oflF  thair  purpos ; 

^  And  fwa  to  thaim  the  wayis  clofs, 

V  That  tiiai  pafs  not,  hot  gret  letting. 

^  We  haiiFher  with  us  at  bidding 

<<  Weile  thrpty  thouiand  men,  and  ma*  280 

^<  Mak  we  four  bataills  offtha; 

^  And  ordane  us  in  fic  manor 

¥  That  when  our  fayis  cummys  ner, 

*«  We  to  tl}e  New  Pari  hald  owr  way. 

^  For  thar  behowys  thaim  nede  a  way,  285 

"  Bot  gifF  that  thai  will  beneuch  us  ga, 

<<  And  our  the  merraifs  palland  fwa, 

ff  yfe  fall  be  at  awantage  thar. 

^  And  methink  that  richt  fpedful  war 

<<  To  gang  on  fute  to  this  fechting,  290 

^  Armyt  bot  in  litill  armyng ; 

«'  For  fchuip  we  us  on  horfs  to  fycht^ 

<<  Sen  our  fiiyis  ar  mar  off  mycht, 

^  And  better  horfyt  than  ar  we, 

«*  We  fuld  into  gret  perill  be.  29S 

**  And  giff  we  fycht  on  fiitc  perfay 

^  At  awantage  we  fall  be  ay. 

^  For  in  the  park,  amang  the  treys, 

ff  The  horfs  men  ar  cumbr)rt  alwayis. 

^  And  the  fyks  alfua,  that  ar  thardoun^  300 

ff  Sail  put  thaim  to  confufioun.' • 

ytr.  274.  Stirling  caftle>  wldiin  view. 

AU 


B    U    K    S      Xf.  105 

All  tiiai  confentyt  till  that  (aw. 
And  dian,  intill  a  litill  diraw, 
Thair  four  bataills  ordanyt  thai. 
And  till  the  Erie  Thomas  perfay  30$ 

Thai  gaifF  the  waward  in  leding  } 
For  in  his  nobill  gouerning. 
And  in  hys  hey  chewalry. 
Thai  aflbweryt  rycht  foueranly. 
And,  for  to  maynteyne  hys  baner,  3x0 

Ix>rd8,  that  of  gret  worlchip  wer. 
War  aflygnyt,  with  Aair  mengye| 
Intill  hys  bataille  for  to  be» 
*Thc  tothyr  bataile  wcs  gcvjm  to  led 
Till  h]rm,  that  douchty  wes  of  deid,  315 

And  prefyt  off  hey  chewaby, 
That  wes  Schyr  Eduuard,  the  worthy. 
1  trow  he  fall  maynteyne  it  fua 
That,  howfaeuir  the  gamyn  ga, 
Hys  fayis  to  plenye  fall  matre  haf.  329 

^Vik)  fyne  the  thfed  bataill  thai  gaiF 
Till  Waltre  Stewart  for  to  Icid; 
And  to  DowGLAS  douchty  ofFdeid. 
Thai  war  cofyngs  in  ner  degre^ 
Tharfor  till  hym  betaucht  wes  he.  S2< 

For  he  wes  young,  bot  not  forthy 
I  trow  he  fall  fa  manlily 
Do  hys  deuour,  and  wirk  fa  weill. 
That  hym  (all  nede  ne  mar  yeinfeill. 
The  ferd  bataill  the  nobill  Kino  330 

Tuk  till  hys  awne  gowerning. 

And 
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And  had  intill  hys  cumpany 
The  men  of  Carrik  hMj^ 
And  off  Jrghilej  and  off  Kprtj^^ 
And  off  the  Ilisj  qtriuuroff  was  Syr 
Anguss  off  lU  and  JBitf :  all  dn 
He  off  the  plane  land  bad  alfiia. 
Off  armjrt  men  a  mekill  rout: 
Hys  bataill  ftalwart  wes  and  ftoat. 
He  (aid  the  rerward  he  wald  ma; 
And  ewyn  befor  hym  fuld  ga 
The  waward ;  and,  on  aythir  hand. 
The  tathyr  bataillis  fuld  be  gangand, 
Befid  on  fid  a  litill  fpace : 
And  the  K1NG9  that  behind  thaim  was, 
Suld  fe  quhar  thar  war  maft  mifler, 
And  releve  thar  with  hys  haner. 

The  King,  diu%  that  wes  wycht  and  \ 
And  rycht  awiie  at  dewift, 
Ordanjrt  hys  men  for  the  fychting 
In  gud  aray,  in  allkyn  thing. 

And  on  the  mom,  cm  Settieday, 
The  King  hard  hys  difcourours  fay 
That  Inglis  min,  with  mekill  mycht^ 
Had  lyin  at  Ettinburcb  all  nycfat. 

^^'  333>  334-  That  it^  be  joined  tlK>fe  of  O 
wrhoin  he  moft  confided,  with  thofe  in  whom  he  tni 
ibal  the  fonner  might  check  the  later. 
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Tharfor,  withowtyn  mar  deby. 
He  till  the  New  Pari  held  hys  way. 
With  all  that  in  hys  leding  war. 
And  ia  the  park  ihaim  herbyryt  thar. 

And  in  a  plai]ye  feld,  be  the  way,  3^0 

Quhar  he  thoucht  ned  behowyd  to  gay 

The  Inglis  men^  gifF  that  thai  wald 

Throw  the  park  to  the  caftell  hald, 

fle  gert  men  mony  potts  ma. 

Off  a  fute  braid  jround  y  and  all  tfaa  365 

War  dep  uptill  a  mannys  kne  ; 

&a  thik,  that  thai  mycht  lyicAyt  be 

Till  a  wax  kayme,  that  beis  mai$« 

jfUl  that  nycht  trawailland  he  wats, 

Swa  that  or  day  he  hes  maid    .  37f 

The  potts,  and  thaim  helyt  haid 

^ith  ftykks,  and  with  gres  all  grene, 

SMra  that  thai  moucht  not  weill  be  feiie* 

On  Sonday  than,  in  the  mcMTi^ng, 
Weile  fone  eftre  the  fone  ryfyng,  375 

Thai  hard  thair  mefs  commonnaly. 
And  mony  thaim  fchraiff  full  devotly, 
That  thoucht  to  dey  in  that  melle, 
Or  than  to  mak  thair  cuntre  fre. 
To  God,  for  thair  rycht,  prayit  thai ;  389 

Thar  deyt  nane  off  thaim  that  day. 

Ver.  377.  Many  Jhrovtf  or  confeflid  their  lbs  to  die 
prieftt. 

BoC 
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Bot  for  the  vigil  off  Saint  Ihane 
Thai  faftyt  water  and  breid  ilkane^ 

The  Kino  tbat^  when  the  mcfs  wcs  done, 
Went  furth  to  fe  the  potts  fone,  385 

And  at  hys  liking  faw  thaim  mad. 
On  aythir  fyd,  rycht  welll  braid, 
It  wis  pittyt,  as  Ik  hailF  tauld. 
GifF  that  thair  fayis  on  horfs  wald  haid 
Furth  in  that  way,  I  trow  thai  fall  3^0 

■Kot  Weill  efcbaip  forowtyn  a  fall. 
Throwout  the  oft  than  gert  he  cry 
That  all  fuld  arm  thaim  haftily. 
And  bu(k  thain>  on  thair  beft  maner; 
And  quhen  thai  aflemblyt  wer,  3^5 

He  gert  aray  thaim  for  the  fycht. 
And  fyne  gert  cry  our  all  on  hycht 
That  quha  fa  euir  he  war,  that  fand 
Hjrs  hart  not  fekyr  for  to  ftand. 
To  wyn  all,  or  dey  with  honour,  400 

For  to  manteyne  that  ftalwart  ftour, 
Ttot  he  betyme  fuld  hald  hys  way. 
And  nane  fuld  d^ell  with  hym  bot  thai 
That  wald  ftand  with  hym  to  the  end, 
And  tak  the  ure  that  God  wald  fend,  405 

Than  all  anfweryt  widi  a  cry. 
And  with  a  woce  faid  generaly. 
That  nane  for  dout  off  deid  fuld  £iile, 
Qubill  difcomfyt  war  the  grct  ))atailef 


Quh^n 
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Quhen  the  gud  King  has  hard  hys  men      410 
Sa  hardely  hym  anfuer  then, 
Sayand  that  nothyr  dede,  na  dreid, 
Till  fic  difcomfort  fuld  thaitn  leid. 
That  thai  Aild  efkew  the  fechting. 
In  hart  he  had  gret  reiofing.  415 

For  hym  thocht  men  ofF  fic  cowyne, 
Sa  gud,  and  hardy,  and  fa  fyne, 
Suld  Weill  in  bataill  hald  thair  rycht, 
Agayne  men  off  full  mekill  mycht« 

Syne  all  the  fmall  folk,  and  fpitall,  4x0 

He  fend  with  harneyfs  and  widi  wi&aill 

Intiil  the  park,  weiU  fer  hjrm  fra  i 

And  fra  the  bataillis  gert  thaim  ga. 

And  as  he  bad  thai  went  thair  way. 

Twenty  thoufand  weill  ner  war  thai.  425 

Thai  held  thair  way  till  a  wale. 

The  King  left  bot  a  clene  mengye. 

The  quithyr  thai  war  threty  thoufand, 
That  I  trow  fall  ftalwartly  ftand  j 

And  do  thair  deuour  as  thai  aw*  430 . 

Thai  ftud  thaim  rangyt  all  on  raw, 

Rcdy  for  to  gifF  hard  bataill, 

GifF  ony  folk  wald  thaim  aflailK 

The  King  gert  thaim  all  bufkyt  be. 

For  he  wyft  in  certante  43(5 

That  hys  fayis  all  nycht  lay 

At  the  Fawkyrk  \  and  fyne  that  thai 

Held 
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Held  to'.^-nrt  hym  the  way  2]'.  frraucht, 

With  mony  men  on  mckill  maucht. 

Tharfor  till  hys  newo  bad  he,  440 

The  Eric  <^Mu»eeff,  with  hp  mengje, 

Befid  the  kjrk  to  kepe  the  waj. 

That  iia  man  pa($  that  gat  awajTj 

For  to  debate  the  cafteU. 

And  he  faid  himfelf  Add  weill  445 

Kep  the  entre  widi  hjs  bataill, 

Giff  diat  ony  wald  thar  affiuD. 

And  fyne  hys  brodyr,  Schyr  Eduuard, 

And  young  Waltre  alfiia  Steward^ 

And  the  Lord  off  Dowgl as  alfiia,  45^^ 

With  thair  roengye,  gud  tent  fold  ta, 

Quhilk  off  thaim  had  of  help  mifter. 

And  help  with  thaim  that  with  hym  * 


The  King  (end  than  James  off  Dowglas, 
And  Schyr  Robert  the  Keyth,  that  than 
MarifcheU  off  all  die  oft  off  f^ 
The  Imglis  minnys  comyng  to  le. 
And  thai  lap  on>  and  fiirth  thai  raid, 
Weill  horfyt  men  with  diaim  thai  haid; 
And  Tone  the  gret  oft  haiff  thai  fene^ 
Quhar  Ichelds  fchynand  war  fii  Ichene^ 
And  bailynetts  bmnyft  biyth^ 
That  gave  agayne  the  ibne  gret  lydit. 
Thai  &w  £1  fele  brawdyne  baners, 
8tandan|andpennowiiy%iial%eff%  465 

AMd 
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And  (a  fele  knychts  apon  fteds, 
All  flawmand  in  thair  weds ; 
And  fa  fele  bataills,  and  fa  braid. 
And  tuk  fwa  gret  rowme  as  thai  raid, 
That  the  maift  oft,  and  the  ftouteft,  470 

Off  Cryftyndome^  and  the  grctteft, 
Suld  be  abayfit  for  to  fe 
Thair  fayis  into  fic  quantite. 
And  fwa  arayit  for  to  fycht. 
Quhen  thair  difcurrioars  has  had  fycht  475 

Off  thair  fayis,  as  I  yow  fay, 
Towart  the  King  thai  tuk  thair  way, 
And  tauld  hym,  into  priuet6. 
The  multitud,  and  the  beaut^, 
Off  thair  fayis,  that  come  fa  braid,  480 

And  off  the  gret  mycht  that  thai  had. 
Than  the  King  bad  thaimthai  fuld  ma 
^a  contenance  diat  it  war  fua, 
Sot  lat  them  into  comowne  lay, 
That  thai  come  intill  ewyll  aray;  485 

^  To  comfort  hys  on  that  wyfs. 
For  oftfyfs  throw  a  word  may  ryfs 
Difcomford,  and  tynfaillwith  all. 
And  throw  a  word,  als  weiU  may  fall, 
Comford  may  ryfs,  and  hardyment  490 

May  ger  men  do  thair  intent* 
On  the  (amyn  wifs  it  ded  er. 
Thair  comford,  and  thair  hardy^  cher, 
Gomibnl  thainv  fa  grttmn))^ 
Off  diair  oft,  that  the  leyft  hardy  49; 

Be 
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Be  contenance  wald  fonnaft  be 
For  to  begyne  the  gret  mell^. 

Apon  this  wyfs  the  nobill  King 
GaiflT  all  hys  men  recomforting. 
Throw  hardy  contenance  of  eher,  50Gr 

That  he  maid  on  fa  gud  manen 
Thaim  thoucht  that  na  myfcheiff  mycht  be 
Sa  gret  with  this  thai  hym  mycht  fe 
Befor  thaim,  fwa  that  thaim  fuld  greve 
That  in  hys  worfchip  fuld  thaim  relevc.  505 

Hys  worfchip  comfort  thaim  fwa> 
And  contenance  that  he  gan  ma. 
That  the  maft  coward  wes  hardy. 
On  othyr  halfF,  full  fturdely. 
The  Inglis  men  on  fie  aray,  jio- 

As  ye  haifFherd  me  fofouth  fay. 
Come  with  thair  bataiUe  approchand. 
The  baners  to  the  wynd  wawand. 

And  quhen  thai  cummyn  war  (a  ner. 
That  bot  twa  myle  betwix  thaim  wer,  51^ 

Thai  chefyt  a  joly  cumpany 
OS  men,  that  wycht  wer  and  hardy^ 
On  fayr  courfers  armyt  at  rycht. 
Four  lordys  off  mekiU  mycht 
War  capitanys  off  diat  route.  ^20 

The  Schyr  the  Clyffurd,  that  wes  ftout, 

Ver.  514.  The  day  befgct  the  batde  of  Banoocbom,  or 
asd  June,  1314. 

Wes 
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Wes  ofF  thaim  all  fowerane  leidar : 

Aucht  hundre  armyt,  I  trow,  thai  vrar. 

Thai  war  all  young  men,  and  joly, 

Yamand  to  do  chcwalry  525 

Off  beft  of  ywiU  the  oft  war  thai 

Offcontenance,  and  off  aray: 

Thai  war  the  fayreft  cumpany 

t^hat  men  mycht  fynd  off  ia  mony* 

To  the  caftell  thai  dioucht  to  £u:,  530 

^or  giff  that  thai  weill  mycht  cum  thar, 
iTiai  thoucht  it  fuld  refkewyt  be« 
^urth  on  thair  way  held  thys  mengye^ 
^Knd  towart  Strewilline  held  thair  way* 
"^iTie  New  Park  all  efchewit  thai,  535 

^or  thai  wyft  weill  the  Kino  was  thar, 
-^Uid  newth  the  New  Park  gan  thai  hri 
\Vcill  newth  the  kyrk,  intill  a  rout, 
Trhe  Erie  Thomas,  that  wes  fa  ftout^ 
^uhen  he  iaw  thaim  £1  ta  the  plane,  540 

Xi  gret  hy  went  he  thaim  agayne^ 

^ith  fyve  hundre,  forowtyn  ma, 

Anoyit  in  hjrs  hart  and  wa. 

That  thai  (a  fer  war  paffyt  by. 

For  the  King  had  (aid  hym  rudely,  545 

That  *<  a  rofe  off  hys  chaplete 

**  Was  faUyn  j"  for  quhar  he  wes  fet 

To 

Vcr.  516.  Editions  read  1 

The  beft  of  all  the  hoft  were  they. 
Vcr.  547*  That  it  a  roft  of  hit  chaplet,  or  wvntfa  of  flow<- 
Voi.  II.  I  ertt 
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To  kep  the  way  thaife  men  war  paft. 
And  tharfoc  he  haftyt  hym  fa  hftj 
That  cummyn  in  ichort  tyme  wes  he 
To  the  plane  feld,  with  hys  menye. 
For  he  dioucht  that  he  fuld  amend 
That  he  trefpaffit  had,  or  than  end* 

And  quhen  the  Jnglis  nun  hym  law 
Cum  on,  forowtyn  dyn  or  aw> 
And  tak  (a  hardely  the  plane. 
In  hy  thai  ^d  diaim  hym  agane  } 
And  ftrak  with  fpurs  the  fteds  ftyth, 
That  bar  thaim  ewyn  hard  and  fw]rth. 
And  quhen  the  Erie  bcw  that  mengye 
Cum  fa  ftoutly,  to  hys  (aid  he, 
*<  Be  not  abayfit  for  thair  fchor^ 
"  Bot  fctts  ^rs  yew  befon 
^*  And  bak  to  bak  for  aU  your  rout 
^  And  all  the  ipers  poynts  owt. 
^  Swa  gate  us  beft  defend  may  we, 
•*  Enweronyt  with  thaim  giff  we  bc/^ 

And  as  he  bad  thaim  thai  haiff  done : 
And  the  tothyr  come  on  alfone. 
Befor  thaim  all  ^ome  prykkand 
A  knycht,  hardy  of  hart  and  hand, 

en :  a  proverbial  metaphor.  The  Annalift,  ii.  44^  i 
mifundcrftandt  the  pafla^e. 
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And  a  weile  gret  lord  at  hame, 

Schyr  Gilyame  de  Amecot  wes  hys  name* 

And  prykkjTt  on  thaim  hardyly. 

And  thai  met  hym  fwa  fturdely,  575 

That  he  and  horfs  wes  borne  doune. 

And  flayne  rycht  thar  forowtyn  ranfoun* 

With  Inglis  men  gretly  wes  he 

Af enyt  that  day,  and  hjrs  bounte. 

Ilie  lave  come  on  rycht  fturdely,  580 

£ot  nane  off  thaim  fa  hardely 

£.ufchyt  amang  thaim,  as  did  he« 

£ot  with  fer  niar  maturyte. 

Thai  aiTemblyt  all  in  a  rout. 

And  enweround  thaim  all  about^  585 

AfTailyand  thaim  on  ilka  fid. 

And  thai  with  fpers  wownds  wid 

Gaff*  till  the  horfS)  that  cum  thaim  nen 

And  thai  that  ridand  on  thaim  wer, 

That  doune  war  borne,  lofyt  thair  lyvis*  59O 

And  othyr  fpers,  darts,  and  knyfis. 

And  wapynnys  on  fer  maner, 

Keft  amang  thaim  that  fechtand  wer; 

That  thaim  defendyt  fwa  wittily. 

That  thair  fayis  had  gret  ferly.  595 

For  fum  wald  fchout  out  ofF  thair  rout, 

And  off  thaim  that  aflailyt  about, 

Ver.  573.  Editions  fay  Sir  William  the  Hawcottrt.  From 
the  Annalsi  ii.  44.1  it  appears  that  Dafnnnrt  it  tlie  real 
name, 

1 2  Stokyt 
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Stekyt  fteds,  and  bar  down  men. 
The  Inglii  nun  h  rudly  then 
Keft  amang  thaim  fuerds  and  mafs, 
That  ymyd  thaim  a  monteyle  was, 
OfF  wappnys,  that  war  warpyt  thar. 
Tlie  Erie  and  hys  thus  fechtand  war 
At  grct  myfcheyfF,  as  I  yow  fey. 
For  fewar,  be  full  fer,  war  thai 
Than  thair  fayis ;  and  all  about 
War  enweround :  quhar  mony  rout 
War  roucht  full  difpitcoufly. 
Thair  &yis  demanyt  thaim  full  ftarkly. 
On  ayther  half  thai  war  fa  ftad^ 
For  the  rycht  gret  heyt  that  thai  had. 
For  fcchtyn,  and  for  fonnys  het. 
That  all  thair  flefe  off  fwatc  was  wete. 
And  fic  a  ftew  raifs  out  oflF  thaim  then, 
OfFane  ding  bath  ofFhorfs  and  men, 
And  off  powdyr ;  diat  fic  myrknes 
Intill  the  ayr  abowyne  thaim  wes. 
That  it  wes  wondre  for  to  fe. 
Thai  war  in  gret  perplexity. 
Bot  with  gret  trawaiU  not  forthy 
Thai  thaim  defendjrt  manlily : 
And  fet  bath  will,  and  ftrenth  and  mycht| 
To  rufche  thair  &yis  in  that  fycht^ 
That  thaim  demanjrt  angyrly : 
Bot  giff  God  help  thaim  haftily, 

Ver.  6i6«  Frivdir  is  d^fi• 
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Thai  fall  thair  fill  haiff  ofFfechtyng. 

Bot  quhen  the  nobill  renownyt  Kino, 

With  othyr  Lords  that  war  hym  by. 

Saw  how  die  Erie  abandonnly 

Tttk  the  playne  feld,  James  ofFDowGLAS 

Come  to  the  King,  rycht  quhar  he  was. 

And  laid,. «  A  Schyr !  Sanft  Mary ! 

•^The  Erie  oflFMuRREFr  opynly 

"  Tayfs  the  playne  fcld,  with  hys  menye, 

^  He  is  in  perill  but  he  be 

*  Sone  helpyt ;  for  hys  fayis  ar  ma 

^  Than  he,  and  horfyt  weill  alfua, 

**  And  with  your  leve  I  will  me  fpeid 

^  To  help  hym,  for  he  has  ned ; 

**  All  umbeweround  with  hys  fayis  is  he." 

I'he  King  faid,  ^  Sa  our  Lord  me  fe  I 

^  A  fiite  till  him  yow  fall  not  ga« 

*  Giflf  he  Weill  dois,  let  hym  weill  ta» 

*  Quheyr  euir  hym  happyn  to  wyn  or  lofs, 

*  I  will  not  for  hym  brak  purpos.' 

**  Certs,**  (aid  James,  "  I  n^a  na  wife 
**  Sc  that  hys  fayis  byni  furprifs, 
**  Quhen  that  I  may  fet  help  thartilU 
**  With  your  leve  feicyrly  I  will 
**  Help  hym,  or  dey  into  the  payi^/* 
*  Do  than,  and  fpeid  ye  fone  ag^yn,' 
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The  King  faid.     And  he  held  hys  way  : 
GiflFhe  may  cum  in  tyme  per  fay, 
I  trow  he  fall  hym  help  fa  weill. 
That  all  hys  fayis  fall  it  feilK 
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The  KING  fold.    Andhehddhysvray: 
Giffhcmaycumintymeperfey, 
1  trow  he  fall  hym  help  fa  w«U, 
That  all  hysfayis  fall  rtfcdl. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Tbi  King  of  Scotland  kills  Schir  Hbnrv  d^  Bo* 
KJJV.—Thi  Erie  of  MvKZY  drfeats  tht  IngUs 
partie.^^Kyng  Robert  avijis  with  his  men^^ 
makis  a  lang  Jpe^he  to  tbaim* — 7T>ai  remain  on 
armis  all  nicht.^'Next  day  if  tbi  battel  op 
Bannocburn. — The  armies  jojn  in  ficbtp^^ 
Dedis  ^thi  Brie  of  Mvket. 
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O  W  DowGLAs  furth  hys  wayis  tais; 
And  in  that  felflF  tyme  fell,  throw  caifs^^ 
That  the  king  ofF  Inglandj  quhen  he 
Wes  cummyn  with  hys  gret  menye 
Ner  to  die  place,  as  I  faid  ar,  5 

Quhar  Scotts  nun  arayit  war. 
He  gert  areft  all  hys  bataill. 
And  othyr  alfua  to  tak  conlaill, 
Qjihar  thai  wald  herbery  thaim  that  nycht; 
Or  than  but  mar  ga  to  the  fycht  10 

The  waward,  that  wyfl:  na  thing 
OfF  this  areft,  na  hys  duelling. 
Raid  to  the  Park  all  ftraucht  diair  way^ 
Forowtyn  ftynting,  in  gud  aray. 

And  quhen  the  King  wyft  that  thai  vftx      15 
In  hale  bataill,  cumnumd  fa  ner^ 

Hys 


2o'-- 


122  THB       BRUCE: 

Hys  bataill  gert  he  weill  aray. 
He  raid  apon  a  litill  palfray, 
Laucht ;  and  joly  arayand 
Hys  bataill,  with  an  ax  in  hand. 
And  on  hys  bailinet  he  bar 
An  hat  off  tyre  abbune  ay  quhar  ; 
And  tharapon,  into  taknyng, 
Ane  hey  crown,  that  he  wes  king. 

And  quhen  Glos  vster  and  Herfurd  war,  2S 
With  thair  bataill,  approachand  ner, 
Befor  thaim  all  thar  come  rydand^ 
With  helm  on  faeid,  And  iper  in  hand^ 
Schyr  Henry  the  BoXjne,  the  worthy, 
That  wes  a  wycht  knycht,  and  a  hardy  j  3^ 

And  to  the  Erie  off  He^furd  cufyAe  ^ 
Armyt  in  armys  gud  and  fyne  %  I 

Come  on  a  fted,  a  bow-fchote  ner* 
Befor  all  othyr  that  thar  wer. 
And  knew  the  King,  for  that  he  bw  3S 

Hym  fwa  rang  hys  men  on  raw ; 
And  by  the  crown,  that  wes  fet 
Alfua  apon  hys  baflynet. 
And  towart  hym  he  went  in  hy. 
And  the  King  fiia  apertly  40 

Ver.  x8.  Editions  read  : 

Himfeif  rade  on  a  gray  palfniy. 
%i8  paHreyy  tnr  Mk  horfe,  Robert  only  uled  ki  arraying 
his  army,  becaufe  more  manageable  than  a  war-borie. 
"^er*  19.  Sir  Henry  de  Bohun. 

Saw 
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Saw  hym  com,  forouth  all  hys  fers. 

In  hy  till  hym  the  horfs  he  fters. 

And  quhen  Schyr  Henry  faw  the  KiNO 

Cum  on,  forowtyn  abayfing, 

Till  hym  he  raid  in  full  gret  hy.  '  45 

He  thoucht  that  he  fuld  weill  lychdy 

Wyn  hym,  and  haf  hym  at  hys  will. 

Sen  he  hym  horfyt  faw  fa  ill. 

Sprent  thai  famyn  intill  a  ling. 

Schyr  Henry  myflit  the  nobill  Kino.  50 

And  HE,  that  in  hys  fterapys  ftud. 

With  the  ax,  that  wes  hard  and  gud. 

With  fa  gret  mayn  raucht  hym  a  dynt. 

That  nothyr  hat  na  helm  mycht  ftynt 

The  hewy  dufche,  that  he  hym  gave,  55 

That  neir  the  heid  till  the  harnys  clave. 

The  hand-ax  fchaft  frufchyt  in  twa  ; 

And  he  doun  to  the  erd  gan  ga 

All  flatlynys,  for  hym  faillyt  mycht. 

This  wes  the  fyrft  ftrak  ofF  the  fycht,  60 

That  wes  performyft  douchtely. 

And  quhen  the  King's  men  fa  ftoutly 

Saw  hym,  rycht  at  the  fyrft  meting, 

Forowtyn  dout  or  abayfing, 

HaifF  flaync  a  knycht,  fa  at  a  ftrak,  ^^ 

Sic  hardy ment  tharat  gan  thai  tak. 

That  thai  come  on  rycht  hardely. 

Quhen  Inglhmen  faw  thaim  fa  ftoutly 

Ver.  49.  Thtyffrang  forward  at  ODce|  in  full  and  ftnut 
career. 

Cum 
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Cum  on,  thai  bad  gret  abaydng : 

And  fpecially  for  that  the  King  70 

Sa  finerdy  that  gud  luiycht  has  Hzjne ; 

That  thai  \rithdrew  thaim  euirilkane  ; 

And  durft  not  ane  abyd  to  fycht : 

Sa  dreid  thai  for  the  King's  mycht. 

And  quhen  the  King's  men  thaim  (a  75 

Swa  in  hale  bataill  thaim  withdraw, 
A  gret  fchout  till  thaim  gan  thai  male. 
And  thai  in  by  tuk  all  the  bak ; 
And  thai  that  folowit  thaim  has  flane 
Sum  oflF  thaim  that  thai  haf  ourtane.  Som 

Bot  thai  wer  few,  forfuth  to  fay, 
Thair  horfs'  fete  had  ^H  away. 
Bot^  how  fa  quhoyne  deyt  thar, 
Rebutyt  foulily  thai  war ; 

And  raid  thair  gait,  with  weill  mar  fcbame       8^ 
Be  full  fer  than  thai  pome  fra  hame. 

Quhen  that  the  King  reparyt  was. 
That  gert  hys  men  all  leve  the  chas. 
The  lords  ofF  hys  cumpany 
Blamyt  hym,  as  thai  durft,  gretumly,  90 

That  he  hym  put  in  awentur, 
To  mete  fa  ftyth  a  knycht,  and  ftur. 
In  fie  poynt  as  he  then  wet  fene. 
For  Aai  faid  )vcill,  it  mycht  haifF  bpne 
Caufe  off  thair  tyniaill  euir  ilkane.  95 

The  King  anfuer  has  maid  thaim  nane* 

Bot 
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Bot  menyt  hjrs  hand-ax  fchaft  fua 
Wcs  with  the  ftrak  brokyn  in  twa. 

The  Eric  Thomas  wcs  ycit  fcchtand 
\Vith  fayis  apon  aythcr  hand,  100 

<And  off  thaim  a  quantitc : 
Bot  wcry  wes  hys  men  and  he. 
*Thc  quhcyr  with  wapynys  (lurdely 
*"Thai  thaim  defendyt  manlily  ; 
^^ill  that  the  Dowglas  come  ner,  105 

"That  fped  hym  on  gret  manen 

And  Inglifmenj  that  war  fcchtand, 

Quhen  thai  the  Dowglas  faw  nerhand 

Thai  wandyft,  and  maid  an  opyning. 

James  ofF  Dowglas,  be  thair  relyng,  no 

Knew  that  thai  war  difcomfyt  ner : 

Than  bad  thaim,  that  with  hym  wer^ 

Stand  ftill,  and  prcfs  na  furthyr  mar. 

"  For  thai  that  yondre  fcchtand  ar/* 

He  laid,  *<  ar  off  fa  gret  bountc,  115 

"  That  thair  fayis  weill  fone  fall  be 

^  Difcomfyt,  throw  thair  awne  mycht, 

**  Thouch  na  man  help  thaim  for  to  iycht. 

**  And  come  we  now  to  the  fechting, 

^  Quhen  thai  ar  at  difcomfyting,  120 

^*  Men  fuld  fay  we  thaim  frufchyt  had  ; 

^  And  fwa  fuld  thai,  that  cafs  has  mad 


Ver.  97,  An  unaffefled  ftroke  of  heroUm  t 
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«  With  grct  trawaill  and  hard  fechting^ 

^  Lofs  a  part  off  thair  lowing* 

"  And  it  war  fync  to  lefs  thair  prjrfs^  125 

**  That  off  (a  fouerane  bounte  is ; 

^^  And  he,  throw  plane  and  hard  fechting, 

"  Has  her  efchewyt  unlikly  thing. 

«  He  fall  haff  that  he  wonyn  has." 

The  Erie  with  that,  that  fechtand  was,  130 

Quhen  he  hys  fiayis  law  brawland  fua, 

In  hy  apon  thaim  gan  he  ga : 

And  preflyt  hym  fa  wondre  ^ft 

With  hard  ftrakys,  quhill  at  the  laft 

Thai  fled  that  durft  abid  na  mar,  i  J5 

Bath  horfs  and  men  flane  left  thai  thar  ; 

And  held  thair  way,  in  full  gret  hy, 

Not  altogyddyr  bot  fyndryly^ 

And  thai  that  war  ourtane  war  flayn ; 

The  lave  went  till  thair  oft  agayn,  14O 

Off  thair  tynfaill  fary  and  wa. 

The  Erie,  that  had  hym  helpjm  fwa, 

And  h)rs  als,  that  war  wcry, 

Hynt  off  thair  baflynetts  in  hy. 

Till  awenc  thaim,  for  thai  war  wate,  145 

Thai  war  all  helyt  into  fwate. 

Thaim  femyt  men)  forfuth  Ik  hycht. 

That  had  fadyt  thair  force  in  fycht ; 

And  fwa  did  thai  full  douchtely. 

Thai  fand  off  all  thair  cumpany  150 

Ver.  1449  245.  They  took  off  their  belmett,  to  have  fixfli 
air. 

That 
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That  thar  was  hot  a  yuman  flayne. 
^nd  lowyt  God :  and  wes  fiill  faynC) 
^nd  blydi,  that  thai  efchapjt  fwa. 
Towart  the  King  than  gan  thai  ga. 
^|id  till  hym  weill  fone  cummyn  ar.  155 

He  wyttyt  at  thaim  off  thair  far; 
^nd  gladfum  cher  to  thaim  mad, 
Tor  thai  (a  weill  thaim  borne  had. 
Than  all  preffyt  into  grct  daynte 
The  Erie  off  Murr£FF  for  to  fe ;  16^' 

For  hys  hey  worfchip,  and  gret  waloiur. 

All  yarn]^  to  do  hym  honour. 

Sa  iaft  thai  ran  to  fe  hym  diar^ 

That  ner  all  famyn  allbnblit  ar* 

And  quhen  the  gud  Kino  gan  thaim  fe       165 
fiefor  him  fwa  affemblyt  be; 
filyth  and  glad,  that  thair  fayis  war 
^butyt  apon  fic  maner ; 
A  litill  quhiU  he  held  hym  ftill ; 
Syne  on  this  wy&  he  {aid  hys  will*  <        •        17a' 

Ver.  155,  X56.  The  MS.  by  a  miftake  arifing  from  aa* 
^^vniiliony  in  a  tranfcript  of  two  columns,  being  takes  i#t»> 
^H«  wrong  column^  here  inferts  linei^  169,  170. 
A  litill  quhiU  he  hdd  hym  ftiU  j 
Syne  on  this  wyfs  he  faid  hys  will, 
^ut  they  are  quite  foreign  to  this  pafiage  i  and  the  ^iuont 
"•■"ghtly  place  them  before  the  fpeech  of  Robert.  ^ 

<*  Lordings, 
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"  Lordings,  we  aucht  to  love  and  luff 

"  Almychty  God,  that  fitts  abuff, 

^  That  fends  us  fa  fiiyr  beginnyng. 

*^  It  is  a  gret  difcomforting* 

•*  Till  our  feyis,  that  on  this  wyfs  17 

^  Sa  fone  has  bene  rabutyt  twifs. 

^  For  quhen  thai  off  thair  oft  fall  her^ 

^  And  knaw  futhly  on  quhat  manner 

^  Thair  waward,  that  wes  fa  ftout; 

^  And  fyne  yone  othyr  joly  rout^  iSS 

•*  That  I  trow  off  die  bcft  men  war, 

^  That  diai  mycht  get  amang  thaim  thar, 

•*  War  rabutyt  fa  fedanly ; 

^  I  trow,  and  knawis  it  full  clerly^ 

^  That  mony  a  hart  fall  wawerand  be,  i^B 

**  That  femyt  er  off  gret  bounte. 

^  And,  fra  the  hart  be  difcumfyt, 

^  The  body  is  not  worth  a  myt. 

^  Tharfor  I  trow  that  gud  ending 

^  Sail  folow  till  our  begynnyng.  1^^ 

^  And  quheyr  I  iay  not  this  yow  till, 

•*  For  that  ye  fuld  folow  my  will 

«  To  fycht :  bot  in  yow  all  fall  be. 

^  For  giff  yow  thinlu  fpeidftill  that  we 

«*  Fecht ;  we  (all :  and,  giff  ye  will,  195 

<*Wcleve;  your  liking  to  fulfill. 

Ver.  171.  To  kvi or kff  is  to  praifc}  bf,  laui.    Bdg. 
•tifl.    Tobff'utobvi. 
Vtr.  193.  That  is,  <  but  all  this  fliail  be  as  you  draie/ 

«Ifidl 
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•*  I  fall  confent,  on  all  kyn  wyf% 
•*  To  do,  rycht  as  ye  will  dewyfs. 

•  ^  Tharfor  fayis  ofF  your  will  planly/* 

^nd  with  a  woce  than  gan  thai  cry :  ^oo 

^  Gud  King  !.  forowtyn  mar  delays 

*  To  morne  alfone  as  ye  fe  day^ 

^  Ordane  yow  hale  for  the  bataill ; 

^  For  doute  of  dede  we  fall  not  faill* 

^  Na  na  payn  (all  refiifyt  be,  205 

*  Quhill  we  haiff  maid  our  cuntr^  fre  I* 

Quhen  the  King  had  hard  fit  ipanliljr 

l^hai  fpak  to  fechting,  and  fa  hardelyi 

In  hart  gret  glaidfchaip  gan  he  ta* 

Ajid  faid,  ^^  Lordings,  fen  ye  will  fua^  %io 

^^  Schaip  we  us  tharfor  in  the  mornyngi 

^^  Swa  that  we,  be  the  fone  ryfing, 

*^  HafF  herd  mefs  i  and  buflcyt  weill 

^^  Ilk  man  intill  hys  awn  efchell, 

^^  Without  the  pailyownys,  arayit  tij 

^^  In  bataillis^  with  baners  difplayit*         ^ 

^^  And  luk.  ye  na  wyfs  brek  aray. 

^^  And,  as  ye  lufF  me,  I  yow  pray 

^*  That  ilk  man  for  hys  awne  honour^ 

^*  Purway  hym  a  gud  baneour*  220 

^*  And,  quhen  it  cumys  to  the  fycht| 

^^  Ilk  man  fet  hart,  will,  and  mycht^ 

Ver.  110.  This  long  fpeech  of  the  king^s  is  hr  from  bdng 
^  Void  of  martial  eloquence^  and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  tirnc^ 
«nd  to  the  hearers* 

Vol.  II.  K  «T« 
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•*  To  ftynt  our  fayis*  mekill  prid, 

^^  On  horfs  thai  will  arayit  rid ; 

•*  And  cum  on  yow  in  full  gret  hy,  7.1 

••  Mete  thaim  with  fpers  hardely. 

^*  And  think  than  on  the  mekill  ill, 

^'  That  thai  and  thairs  has  done  us  till ; 

**  And  ar  in  will  yeit  for  to  do, 

^^  GifFthai  hafs  mycht  to  cum  tharto.  2^^ 

y  And  certs  me  think  weiU  that  yc 

*^  Forowt  abayfmg  aucht  to  be 

*'  Worthy,  and  off  gret  waffelags, 

**  For  we  haiff  thre  gret  awantags. 

««  The  fyrft  is,  that  we  haiff  the  rycht  5  135 

**  And  for  the  rycht  ay  God  will  fycht* 

<*  The  tothyr  i^  that  thai  cummyn  ar, 

"  For  lyppynnyng  off  thair  gret  powar, 

*^  To  fek  us  in  our  awne  land ; 

'<  And  has  broucht  her,  rycht  till  our  hand,     240 

•*  Ryches  into  fa  gret  quantitc, 

•  That  the  powereft  off  yow  fall  be 

**  Bath  rychc,  and  mychty  Iharwithall, 

<^  Giff  that  we  wyne,  as  weill  may  fall. 

**  The  thred  is,  that  we  for  our  lyvys,  245 

'  •*  And  for  our  childre,  and  for  our  wywis, 

^  And  for  owr  fredome,  and  for  our  land, 

^^  As  ftrenyeit  into  bataill  ftand* 
*•  And  thai,  for  thair  mycht  anerly, 

*^  And  for  thai  lat  off  us  leychtly,  250 

^^  And  for.  thai  wald  deftroy  us  all^ 

*^  Maifs  thaim  to  fycht :  bot  yeit  nuy  fall 

"That 
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**  Thstt  thai  fall  rcw  tiiair  barganyng. 

*^  And  certs  I  warne  yow  off*  a  thing 

•^  That  happyn  thaini)  as  God  forbed  155 

•*  That  deyt  on  roid  for  mankyn  heid ! 

*•  That  thai  wyn  us  opynly^ 

**  Thai  fall  ofF  us  haf  na  mercy. 

•*  And,  fen  we  knaw  thair  feloun  will, 

^  Methink  it  fald  accord  to  flcill,  26a 

^  To  fet  ftoutn«fs  agayne  felony  i 

"  And  mak  fa  gat  a  juperty. 

**  Quharfor  I  yow  rcquer,  and  pray, 

"  That  with  all  your  mycht,  that  you  may, 

•^  Ye  prcfs  yow  at  the  beguiningi  265 

*'  Bot  cowardyfs  ot  abayfing, 

•*  To  mete  thaim  at  thair  ^rft  aflemble 

^'  Sa  ftoutly  that  the  henmaift  tremble* 

•'  And  menys  off  your  grct  manheid, 

^*  Your  worfchip,  and  your  douchty  deid ;       37^1 

•*  And  off  the  joy  that  we  abid, 

**  GifF  that  us  fall,  as  Weill  may  tid, 

**  Hap  to  wencufs  this  gret  bataill. 

**  In  your  handys  without  &yle 

^  Ye  ber  honour,  price,  and  riches ;  275 

•*  Fredome,  welth,  and  blydines ; 

**  GifF  ye  contene  ye  manlily. 

**  And  the  contrar  all  halyly 

^  Sail  fall,  gifF  ye  lat  (rowardyfs 

^  And  wykkytnes  yow  fupprifs.  aSo 

•*  Y^  mycht  haf  lewyt  into  threldomc,    . 

•*  Bo^'for  ye  yarnyt  till  hafF  frcdomc^ 

K2  «Yc 
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**  Yc  ar  affemblyt  her  with  me. 

**  Tharfor  is  nedfuU  that  ye  be 

**  Worthy  and  wycht,  but  abajrfing.  aSs 

**  And  I  warnc  yow  wcill  off  a  thing  ; 

**  That  mar  meyfcheiff  may  fall  us  nane, 

'^  Than  in  thair  handys  to  be  tane : 

*^  For  thai  fuld  flaw  us  I  wate  weill 

^  Rycht  as  thai  did  my  brothyr  Nele.  290 

•'  Bot  quhen  I  mjsne  off  your  ftoutnes, 

*'  And  off  the  mony  gret  prowes, 

*<  That  ye  haf  doyne  fa  worthcly  ; 

**  I  traift,  and  trowis  fekyrly, 

**  To  have  plane  widlour  in  this  fycht.  195 

*«  For  thouch  our  feyis  haff  mckill  mycht, 

^  Thai  haf  the  wrang,  and  fuccudry, 

**  And  cowartjrTs  of  fcnyowry, 

<*  Amowys  thaim  forowtyn  mor. 

•*  Na  us  thar  drcid  thaim,  bot  befor  j  300 

•*  For  ftrenth  off  this  place,  as  ye  fc, 

**  Sail  let  us  enwcronjTt  to  be. 

*'  And  I  pray  yow  als  fpecially, 

*<  Bath  mar  and  les  commonaly, 

**  That  nane  off  yow  for  gredynes  305 

^'  Haff  ey  to  tak  off  thair  ryches ; 

**  Na  prifoners  for  to  ta ; 

•*  Quhill  ye  fe  thaim  contrerjrt  fa, 

Vcr.  300.  That  is,  <  Nor  can  we  have  any  caufe  to  appre- 
liend  their  attacking  us,  but  in  front :'  the  ground  wtt  (b 
well  cholcA.     . 

•^That 


\ 
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^^  That  the  feld  ancrly  yowrs  be. 

^  And  than,  at  your  liking,  may  ye  310 

•*  Tak  all  the  ryches  that  thar  is. 

^  Giff  ye  will  wyrk  apon  this  wyis, 

•*  Yc  fall  haiff  wi£lour  fckyrly. 

^^  I  wate  not  quhat  mar  (ay  fall  I. 

"  Bot  all  wate  ye  quhat  honour  is ;  315 

^^  Contene  thaim  on  fic  awifs, 

^  That  your  honour  ay  (avyt  be. 

^  And  Ik  hycht  her  in  leaute, 

"  GifF  ony  deys  in  this  bataille, 

"  Hys  ayr,  but  ward,  releff,  or  taile,  310 

^  On  the  fyrft  day  fall  weld ; 

**  All  be  he  neuir  fa  young  off  eld. 

**  Now  makys  yow  redy  for  to  JFycht. 

**  God  help  us,  that  is  maift  ofF  mycht ! 

**  I  rede  armyt  all  nycht  that  we  be,  325 

^  Purwa)rit  in  bataill  fwa,  that  we 

^  To  mete  our  fayis  ay  be  boune/' 

^han  anfueryt  thai  all,  with  a  foune, 

*  As  ye  dcwifs  all  fall  be  done/ 

*l"haii  till  thair  iiinys  went  thai  fonc  s  330' 

And  ordanyt  thaim  for  the  fechting. 

Sj^c  aflemblyt  in  the  ewynyng, 

And  fwa  gat  all  the  nycht  bad  thai, 

Till  on  the  morn  that  it  wes  day, 

Quhen  the  Clyffurd,  as  I  laid  ar,  335 

And  all  hys  rout,  rabutjrt  war  j 

K  3  And 
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And  thair  gret  waward  slfua, 

War  diftrenyett  the  bale  to  ta ; 

And  diai  had  tauld  thair  rebuting. 

Thai  ofF  the  w^^tokI,  how  the  Kii(G 

Slew  at  a  ftrak,  fa  apertly, 

A  knycht,  that  wycht  wes  and  hardy ; 

And  how  all  hale  the  King's  bataill 

Schup  thaim  rycht  ftoudy  till  ai&ill ; 

And  Schyr  Eduuaiid  the  Bruc£  alfua  ; 

Quhen  thai  all  hale  the  bak  gan  ta ; 

And  how  thai  left  off  thair  men. 

And  Clyffu&d  had  tauld  alfua  then. 

How  Thomas  Randall  tuk  the  plane^ 

With  a  few  folk ;  and  how  wes  flane 

Sch)rr  Gilyame  Dainecourt  the  wordiy 

And  how  the  Erie  faucht  manly. 

That,  as  ane  hyrchoune,  all  hys  rout 

Gert  fet  owt  fpers  all  about; 

And  how  that  thai  war  put  agayne. 

And  part  oiF  thair  gud  men  ilayne. 

The  Inglis  fik  abayfing 

Tukyjand  fik.dreid  off  that  tithyng. 

That  in  fyve  hundre  plaes  and  ma 

Men  mycht  fe  fam3m  routand  ga  ( 

Sayand,  <<  Our  lords,  for  thair  mycht, 

**  Will  allgate  fycht  agane  the  rycht. 

*'  Bot  quhafa  werrayis  wrangwyfly, 

•*  Thai  fend  God  all  to  gretummly* 

^'  And  thaim  mycht  happyn  to  mys&lU 

^  And  fwa  may  tid  tha|;^her  we  fall." 
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And  quhen  thair  lordys  had  perfawing 

Off  difcumfort,  and  rownnyng^ 

'I'hat  thai  held  fiunyn  tiwt  and  twa  ; 

Throw  out  the  oft  than  gart  thai  ga  370 

Heralds,  to  mak  a  cryc, 

That  nane  difcomfort  fuld  be; 

^or  in  punye  is  oft  happyne 

t^hile  for  to  wyn,  and  quhill  to  t]me» 

^^d  that  into  the  grct  bataillc,  37 J 

^Hat  apon  na  maner  may  faill* 

^^t  gifF  the  Scotts  fley  thair  way, 

*^^1  all  amendyt  be  pcriay. 

*^liarfor  thai  monyft  thaim  to  be 

^ff  gret  worfchip,  and  off  bounte  ;  380 

A.xid  ftoutly  in  the  bataill  ftand. 

And  tak  amendys  at  thair  hand. 

Thai  may  wcill  monyfs  as  thai  will : 
And  thai  may  hecht  als  to  ftdfill, 
With  ftalwart  hart,  thair  bidding  alL  385 

Hot  not  forthy  I  trow  thai  (all 
Intill  thair  harts  dredand  be. 
I'he  King,  with  hys  cunfiiill  priue, 
Has  tane  to  rede,  that  he  wald  noucht 
I^echt  or  the  morne,  that  he  war  foucht.  39O 

Tharfor  thai  herberyd  thaim  that  nycht 
Doune  in  the  Ktrs*    And  gert  all  dycht^ 
And  maid  redy  thair  apparaill 
Agayne  the  morne,  for  the  batailh 

K  4  And, 
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And,  for  in  the  Kers  pufis  war,  395 

Houffis  thai  brak,  and  diak  bar, 

To  mak  bryggs,  quhar  thai  mycht  pafs* 

And  fum  fayis  yeit  the  folk  that  was 

In  the  caftell  quhen  nycht  gan  fall. 

For  that  thai  knew  the  meyfcheifF  all,  ^ck) 

Thai  went  full  ner  all  diat  thai  war. 

And  durs  and  wyndowis  with  thaim  bari 

Swa  that  thai  had,  befor  the  day, 

Briggit  the  puis  ;  fwa  that  thai 

War  paflyt  our  ilkane  all  hale,  405 

Arayit  intill  tbair  apparaill. 


The  Scottfmefij  quhen  it  wcs  day, 
Thair  mes  devotly  gert  diai  fay. 
Syne  tuk  a  fop :  and  maid  thaim  yar. 
And  quhen  thai  all  aflemblyt  war ;  410 

And  in  thair  bataillis  all  purwayit. 
With  thair  braid  baners  all  difplayit, 
Thai  maid  knychts ;  as  it  afflers 
To  men  that  ufys  thais  myfters. 
The  King  maid  Waltre  Stewart  knychtj 
And  James  oAFDowglas,  that  wes  wycht :  416 
And  othyrs  als  off  gret  bounte 
He  maid,  ilk  ane  in  thair  degre* 

Ver.  395.  Pttiis  ut  pools. 

Ver.  407.  The  day  of  the  battle  of  Bannocburn,  S4th  June, 
1314..  A  plan  of  this  battel  may  be  found  in  Nimmo^s  hif- 
tory  of  Stirlingihire. 

Ver.  409.  A  fop  is  a  flight  meal>  probably  of  Scotifli  po- 
tage,  oat-meal  and  water  boiled, 

Quhen 
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Quhen  this  wes  doync,  that  I  yow  (ay. 

Thai  went  all  furth  in  gud  aray :  ^20 

And  tuk  the  plane  full  apertly. 

Mony  gud  man,  wycht  and  hardy. 

That  war  fulfillyt  off  grct  bounty, 

Indll  thaife  routs  men  mycht  fe. 

The  Inglis  mefiy  on  othyr  party,  ^2$ 

That  as  angelis  fchane  brychtly. 
War  not  arayit  on  fic  maner : 
For  all  thair  bataills  famyn  wer 
In  a  fchilthrum.    Bot  quheythir  it  was 
Throw  the  gret  ftretnes  off  the  place  430 

That  thai  war  in,  to  bid  fechting ; 
Or  that  it  wes  for  abayfing ; 
I  wate  not.     But  in  a  fcheltrum 
It  femyt  thai  war  all  and  Turn  j 
Owtane  the  awaward  anerly,  435 

That  rycht  with  a  gret  cumpany, 
Be  thaim  felwyn,  arayit  war. 
Quha  had  bene  by  mycht  haff  fcne  thar 
That  folk  ourtak  a  mekill  feld 
On  breid ;  quhar  mony  a  fchynand  fcheld,      440 
And  mony  a  burnyft  brycht  armur, 
And  mony  man  off  gret  walur, 
Mycht  in  that  gret  fcheltrum  be  fene  ;  ' 

And  mony  a  brycht  baner  and  fchene. 

Ver.  429.  From  Hearne^s  Robert  of  Glouceftarit  appears 
that  z/biltrum  is  an  hoft  ranged  io  a  round  form. 

And 
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And  quhen  tht  King  ofF  Ingland 
Saw  the  Scetts  fa  tak  on  hand, 
1  akand  the  hard  feld  opynly. 
And  apon  fute,  Iw  had  ferly ; 
And  faid^  "  Quluit !  will  yonc  Scotts  fycht  ? " 
«  Ya  fekyrly  M  faid  a  knycht, 
(Schyr  Ingrame  the  Umphraweill  hat  he 
And  faid)  ^  Forfiith  now,  Schyr,  I  fe, 

*  It  is  the  maft  ferlyfidl  fycht 

*  That  euir  I  faw,  quhen  for  to  fycht 
«  The  Scotts  men  haff  tane  on  hand : 

*  Agayne  the  mycht  off  Ingland^ 

^  In  plane  hard  feld,  to  giff  batailK 
^  Bot,  an  ye  will  trow  my  cunfaill, 

*  Yow  fall  difcomfj't  thaim  lychtly. 

*  Withdrawis  yow  hync  fcdanly, 

*  With  bataillis,  and  with  penownys, 

*  [Quhyle  that  we  pas  owr  paliounys ;] 
<  And  ye  fall  fe  alfone  that  thai, 

*  Magre  thair  lordys,  fall  brak  aray, 

^  And  fcaile  diaim  our  harnayis  to  ta* 
^  And,  quhen  we  fee  thaim  fcailyt  fua, 
^  Prik  we  than  on  thaim  hardely, 

*  And  we  fall  haff  Aaim  weill  lychtly. 

*  For  than  fall  nane  be  knjt  to  fycht, 

*  That  may  withftand  your  mekill  mycht.' 
^  I  will  not,"  did  the  King,  "  per&y, 

^^  Po  fa  :  for  thar  fall  na  man  fay 

'  Vcr,  44x.  Wanting  in  MS. 

«1 
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««  That  I  fall  cfchew  the  bataill, 

•*  Na  withdraw  me  for  fie  rangaile.'* 

Quhen  this  wes  faid,  that  cr  ikid  I^  475 

The  Scotts  men  commonnaly 
Knelyt  all  doun,  to  God  to  pray. 
And  a  fchort  prayer  thar  maid  thai 
To  God,  to  help  thaim  in  that  fycht. 
And  quhcn  the  Inglis  King  had  fycht  480 

Off  thaim  kheland,  he  faid  in  hy, 
«  Yone  folk  knele  to  afk  mercy/' 
Schyr  Ingrahame  laid,  <  Ye  fay  futb  now. 

*  Thai  aflc  mercy :  but  nane  at  yow. 

*  For  thair  trefpas  to  God  th^i  cry,  485 

*  I  tell  yow  a  tiling  fykyrly, 

*  That  yone  men  will  all  wyn  or  de; 
«  For  doute  oiF  dede  thai  fall  not  fle/ 
«  Now  be  it  fa  than ! "  faid  the  King. 

And  than,  but  langar  delaying,  490 

Thai  gert  trump  till  the  affemblc. 
On  aythir  fid  men  mycht  than  fc 
Mony  a  wycht  man,  and  worthy, 
Rcdy  to  do  chewalry. 

Thus  war  thai  boune  on  aythir  fid»  495 

And  Inglifmerty  with  mekill  prid. 
That  war  intill  thair  awaward. 
To  the  bataill  that  Schyr  Eduuard 
Goucrnyt  and  led,  held  ftraucht  thair  way. 
The  horfs  with  fpurs  hardjmyt  diai ;  500 

And  prykkyt  apon  thaim  fturdely; 
And  thai  met  fhaim  rycht  hardyly* 

Sw4 
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Swa  that,  at  thair  aflemble  thar, 

Sik  a  frufching  ofF  fper€  war,  r 

That  fcr  away  men  mycht  it  her,  505 

That  at  that  meting  forowtyn  wer. 

War  fteds  ftykyt  mony  ane ; 

And  mony  a  gud  man  borne  doune  and  flane ; 

And  mony  hardy  men,  and  douchty, 

Wcs  thar  efchcwyt  for  h^rdely,  510 

Thai  dang  on  othyr  with  wapnys  fer. 

Sum  off  the  horfs,  that  ftekyt  wer, 

Rufchyt,  and  relyt  rycht  rudlyc. 

Bot  the  remanand  not  forthy, 

That  mycht  come  to  the  aflembling,  515 

For  that  let  maid  na  ftynting. 

Bot  aflemblyt  full  hardely  j 

And  thai  met  thaim  full  fturdyly. 

With  fpers  that  war  fcharp  to  fcher, 

And  axy8  that  weill  groundyn  wer ;  520 

Quharwith  wes  roucht  mony  a  rout. 

The  fechting  wes  thar  fa  fele  and  ftout, 

That  mony  a  worthy  man,  and  wycht. 

Throw  forfs  wes  fellyt  in  that  fycht. 

That  had  na  mycht  to  ryfs  agane.  525 

The  Scottsmen  fail  gan  thaim  payne. 

Thair  fayis  mekill  mycht  to  frufcht 

I  trow  thai  fall  na  payn  refiife, 

Na  perill,  quhill  thair  fayis  be 

Set  in  Weill  hard  perplexitc.  530 

And  quhen  the  Erie  oflF  Murreff  fwa 

Thair  waward  faw,  fa  ftoutly,  ga 

Thc^way  to  Schyr  Eduuard  all  ftraucht. 

That  met  thaim  with  M  mekill  maucht^ 

He 
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He  held  hys  way,  wltli  hys  bancr,  535 

To  the  gret  rout  quhar  famyn  wcr 

The  nyne  bataills,  that  war  fa  braid ; 

That  b,  fele  baners  with  thaim  haid^ 

And  off  men  fwa  gret  quantite. 

That  it  war  wondre  for  to  fe.  S40 

The  gud  Erie  thyddyr  tuk  the  way 
With  hys  bataill,  in  gud  aray.  , 
And  aflemblyt  fa  hardely. 
That  men  mycht  her,  that  had  bene  by, 
A  gret  frufch.oiF  the  fpers  that  braft :  545 

For  thair  fayis  aflemblit  faft, 
That  on  fteds,  with  mekill  prid, 
Come  prikkand,  as  thai  wald  ourrid 
The  Erie,  and  ail  hys  cumpany. 
Bot  thai  met  thaim  fa  fturdely,  55O 

That  mony  oiF  thaim  till  erd  thai  bar. 
For  mony  a  fied  wes  ttekyt  thar ) 
And  mony  gud  man  fellyt  undre  fet. 
That  had  na  hap  to  ryfs  up  yete. 
Thar  mycht  men  fe  a  hard  bataill,  55 j 

And  fum  defende,  and  fum  aflaile  i 
And  mony  a  reale  romble  rid 
Be  roucht,  thar  apon  aythir  fid ; 
Quhill  throw  the  byrnyfs  bryft  the  blud. 
That  till  erd  doune  ftremand  yhude.'  560 

The  Erie  ofFMuRREFF,  and  hjrs  men, 
Sa  ftoutly  thaim  contenyt  then, 
That  thai  wan  place,  ay  mar  and  mar, 
On  thair  hjh  i  quheyr  thai  war 

Ay 
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Ay  ten  for  ane,  or  mar,  perfay  ;  56  _S 

Swa  that  it  fcmyt  wcill  that  thai 

War  tynt^  amang  fa  grct  menyc. 

As  thai  war  plungyt  in  the  fe. 

And  quhen  the  Inglis  men  has  fene 

The  Erie,  and  all  hys  men,  bedcne  57^^ 

Faucht  fa  ftoutly,  but  effraying, 

Rycht  as  thai  had  nane  abayfing ; 

Thaim  preilyt  thai  with  all  thair  mycht. 

And  thai,  with  fpers  and  fuerds  br}xht, 

And  axis  dut  rycht  fcharply  fchar,  571^ 

Ymydds  the  wefage,  met  thaim  thar. 

Thar  mycht  men  fe  a  ftalwart  ftour ; 

And  mony  men  off  gret  walour, 

Witfi  fpers,  mafes,  and  knyffe, 

And  othyr  wapynys,  wyflyllyt  thair  Ims :        580^ 

Sw>  that  mony  fell  doune  all  dede. 

The  greyfs  woux  with  Ac  blud  all  reid. 

The  Erie,  that  wycht  wes  and  worthy. 

And  hys  men,  (aucht  (a  manlily. 

That  quhafii  had  fene  thaim  that  day,  58$; 

I  trow  forfuth  that  diai  fiild  fay 

That  thai  fuld  do  thair  dewor  wele, 

Swa  that  thair  hyis  fuld  it  fele. 
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ARCItMENT. 

Battel  of  Bannocburn  continuit. — tiedis 
of  SrVAKT  andDoUQLAS.^Rageoftbefecbt. 
'^The  Scotyjh  fwayns  appear  in  array  — Tbi  Ih^ 
glis  /ee.-^Deib  of  Scbyr  Glhts  DE  Arc^Vk- 
TVNB. — Douglas  perfews  the  Inglis  King.^ 
The  Erie  of  Hekefvkd  isfavit  in  Bothwelcaf* 
teh — Gret  riches  of  the  Inglis  camp.-^Efcape  of 
the  Inglis  King.^^Bothwell  takin  \  and  the  Erie 
^^Herefurd  exchanged  for  the  ^ein^  and  her 
daughter. ^^Kyng  RoBE&x  ravagis  Northunur^ 
land. 
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^UHEN  thir  tWa  fyrft  bataills  wet  " 
^^Ulemblyt,  as  I  faid  yow  er, 
"TThc  Stewart,  Waltrb  that  then  was, 

And  the  gud  Lord  als  off  Dowglas, 

In  a  bataill,  quhen  that  thai  faw  5 

The  Eric,  forowtyii  drcid  or  awj 

Aflembill  with  hys  cumpany 

On  all  that  folk  fa  fturdely, 
-  For  till  hdp  thaim  thai  held  thair  way« 

And  thair  bataill,  in  gud  aray,  10 

Thai  aflemblyt  fa  hardyly 

Befid  the  Erie,  a  littill  by, 

That  thair  fayis  feld  thair  cum)^  weille. 

For  with  wapynys  ftalwart  of  ftele 

Thai  dang  apon,  with  all  thair  mycht.  15 

Thair  feyis  refawyt  wele,  Ik  hychc. 

With  fwerds,  fpefs,  and  with  mafe.  ^ 

The  bataill  thair  fa  feloun  was, 

And  fwa  rycht  gret  fpilling  of  blud. 

That  on  the  erd  the  flouffis  ftud.  20 

Vol.  n.  L  ^Thc 
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Amang  the  horfs-mcn,  that  thair  raid ; 

And  wounds  wyd  to  thaim  thai  maid:  8d 

And  flew  ofF  thaim  a  full  gret  dele« 

Thai  bar  th^im  hardely  and  wele. 

For  fra  thair  hyis  archers  war 

Scalit,  as  I  faidtill  yow  ar, 

That  ma  na  thai  wer,  be  gret  things  85 

Swa  that  thai'  dreid  not  thair  fchoting. 

Thai  woux  fa  hardy,  that  thaim  thoucht 

Thai  fuld  fet  all  thair  fayis  at  noucht. 

The  merfchell,  and  hys  cumpany, 
Was  yhcit,  as  to  yow  cr  faid  I,  90 

Amang  the  archers,  quhar  thai  maid 
With  fpers  rowme,  quhar  that  thai  raid  ; 
And  flew  all  that  thai  mycht  ourta. 
And  thai  weill  lychdy  mycht  do  fua : 
For  thai  had  noucht  a  ftrak  to  ftynt,  95 

Na  for  till  hald  agayne  a  dynt. 
And  agayne  armyt  men  to  fycht 
May  nakyt  men  haiff  litill  mycht. 
^ai  fcalyt  thaim  on  fie  maner. 
That  fum  to  thair  gret  bataill  wer  lod 

Withdrawyn  thaim,  in  full  gret  hy : 
And  fum  war  fled  all  utrely. 

Bot  the  folk  that  behind  thaim  was. 
That  for  thair  awne  folk  had  na  ipace, 

Ver.  S5.  That  it,  *  that  wen  more  (numerout)  than  they 
(the  Scotiih  archers)/ 

Yhcyt 
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leyt  to  cum  to  the  affembliag,  X05 

I  agayne  fmertly  gan  thai  ding* 
le  archers  that  thai  met  fleand, 
lat  then  war  maid  fa  recreand, 
lat  thair  harts  war  tynt  denly, 
-ow  thai  fall  not  fchute  gretly  |  IQ 

le  Scotts  nun  with  fchote^  that  day. 
d  the  gud  King  Robert,  that  ay 
as  fellyt  off  full  gret  bounte, 
w  how  that  hys  batailU  thr« 
hardely  aiTemblyt  thar,  '  I15 

d  ia  Weill  in  the  fycht  thai  bar ; 
1  fwa  faft  on  thair  fayis  gan  ding, 
at  hjrm  thoucht  nane  had  abayflng  ; 
1  how  the  archers  war  icalyt  then  % 
wes  all  Uyth.    And  till  hys  men  |20 

'aid,  '^  Lordings,  now  luk  that  ye 
Vorthy,  and  off  gud  cowyne  be, 
X  thys  aflcmble,  and  h^rdy. 
.nd  aflembill  fa  flurdely 

*hat  nathing  may  befor  yow  ftand.  125 

•ur  men  ar  fa  frefchly  fechtand 
'hat  thai  thair  fayis  has  grathyt  fua^ 
liat  be  thai  preilyt,  Ik  undreta, 
litill  fisiyfter,  ye  fall  (e 

hat  thai  difcomfyt  fone  (all  be,''  130 

Quhen 

r.  130.  Editions  add  fourteen  lines* 
Now  go  we  on  them  fo  hardily^ 
And  ding  on  them  fo  dooghtilyi 

L  3  That 
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Quhen  this  wes  (aid,  diai  held  tfaair  wij^ 
And  on  ane  fdd  aflemblyt  thai 
Sa  ftoutly,  that  at  diair  cummyng 
Thair  hyis  war  niichyt  a  gret  thing* 
Thar  mycht  men  fe  men  felly  fycht ;  ijj 

And  men,  that  worthy  war  and  wych^ 
Do  mony  worthy  waflfellage. 
Thai  faucht,  as  thai  war  in  a  rage. 
For  quhen  the  Scotts  archery 
Saw  thair  fayis  fa  fturdely  140 

Stand  into  bataill,  thaim  agayne ; 
With  all  thair  mycht,  and  all  thair  mayne, 
Thai  layid  on,  as  men  out  ofF  wy t. 
And  quhar  thai,  with  full  ftrak,  mycht  hyt^ 
Thar  mycht  na  armur  ftynt  thair  ftrak.  14^ 

Thai  to  fruchyt  that  thai  mycht  ourtak. 

That  they  may  feil  at  our  coming 

That  we  them  hate  in  meikle  thing,     * 

For  great  cauft  they  have  us  made, 

That  occupied  our  lands  brade  i 

And  put  1^  to  fubjeftibn* 

Your  goods  they  made  all  theirs  comnuuif 

Our  kin  and  friendSj  for  thair  awn, 

Pifpiteoudy  hanged  and  drawn  : 

And  would  deftroy  us,  if  they  might. 

But  I  trow  God,  through  his  forefight^ 

This  day  1^  gmntad  us  his  grace 

To  wrek  us  on  diaim  in  this  place. 
They  are  certainly  better  out  t  and  it  is  fufpef^ed  that  die 
author  had  at  firft  iaferted  them,  but  ppon  an  after  rcrifion. 
perceiving  the  fpeecb  too  long  fW  the  occafion,  had  cancelled 
them»  as  they  are  not  in  the  MS* 

And 
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vith  axys  fuch  dufches  gave^ 

thai  helnijrs,  and  hedt,  clave. 

hair  fiiyis  rycht  hardcly 

haim,  ind  dang  on  thaim  douchtd/,       i  jo 

wapynys  that  war  flyth  oiF  ftele. 

wes  the  bataili  ftrekyt  weill. 

»t  dyn  thar  wes  oflFdynts, 

ipynys  apon  armur  ftynts  ; 

>fF  fpers  fa  gret  brefting ;  155 

ic  thrangi  and  fie  thryftjng ; 

rnyng,  granyng ;  and  fa  gret 

rit,  as  thai  gan  othyr  beit : 

infenyeys  op  ilka  fid : 

nd,  and  takand,  wownds  wid :  |69 

it  wes  hidwyfs  for  to  her. 

ur  thair  batatlls  with  th^t  vrer 

and,  in  a  frount  halyly. 

chty  God !  how  douchtely 

EpuuARp  the  Bruce,  and  hys  men,   165 

ig  thair  fayis  contenyt  thaim  then ! 

and  in  fa  gud  cowyne, 

•dy,  worthy,  and  fa  fync, 

thair  waward  rufchyt  was  ; 

naugre  thairis,  left  all  tiie  place  :  I  yd 

ill  thair  gret  rout,  to  warand, 

went ;  that  tane  had  apon  hand 

;t  anoy,  that  thai  war  efFrayit^ 

cottSj  that  thaim  hard  af&iyt ; 

than  war.  in  a  fchiltrum  all.  S75 

hapnyt  into  that  fycht  to  fall| 

L  4  I  trow 
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I  trow  aga3me  he  fuld  not  ryfs, 

Thar  mycht  men  fe,  on  mony  wyft^ 

Hardements  efchewit  douchtely : 

And  mony^  that  wycht  war  and  hardy,  i8q 

Sone  liahd  undre  fete  all  dede  ; 

Quhar  all  the  feld  ofF  blud  wes  rede. 

Armys,  and  quhytyfs,  that  thai  bar. 

With  blud  wes  fa  defoulyt  thar. 

That  thai  m]rcht  not  defcryfit  be,  185 

A  mychty  God  !  qul^  then  mycht  fe 

That  Stewart,  Waltre,  and  hys  rout, 

And  the  gud  Dowglas,  that  wes  fa  ftout, 

Fechtand  into  that  ftalwart  ftour; 

He  fuld  fay  that  till  all  honour  i^ 

Thai  war  worthy,  that,  in  that  fycht^ 

Sa  fiaft  preflyt  thair  fayis  mychty 

That  thaim  rufchyt  quhar  thai  yeid. 

Thar  men  mycht  fe  mony  a  fteld 

Fleand  on  ftray,  that  lord  had  nane.  195 

A  Lord  !  quha  then  gud  tent  had  tane 

Till  the  gud  Erie  ofFMuRREFF, 

And  hys,  that  fa  gret  routs  geff. 

And  ^ucht  fa  faft  in  that  b^ui^l, 

Tholand  fie  paynys,  and  trawaill,  200 

That  thai  and  thairs  maid  fie  debat. 

That  quhar  thai  cpme  thai  maid  thaim  gat. 

Ver.  183.  Slubytys  dft  coafs:  the  word  is  disfigured  by  99 
odd  orthography. 

Thar 
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Thar  mycht  men  her  enfeynyeis  cry  : 
And  Scotts  men  cry  hardely, 
«'  On  thaim !  On  thaioi !  On  thaim  I  Thai  fiule  I" 
With  that  fa  hard  thai  gan  aflaile,  206 

And  flew  all  that  thai  mycht  ourta* 
And  the  Scotts  archers  aUiia 
Schot  amang  thaim  fa  deleuerly, 
Engrewand  thaim  fa  gretumly,  ;i|0 

That  quhat  for  thaim,  that  wijth  thaim  &acht, 
That  fwa  gret  rowts  to  thaim  raucht. 
And  preflyt  thaim  full  egrely; 
And  quhat  for  arowis,  that  fellonly 
Mony  gret  wounds  gap  thaim  ma,  S15 

And  flew  faft  ofF  tbair  horft  alfua  % 
That  thai  wandyft  a  litill  wei. 
Thai  dreid  fa  gretly  than  (o  dey. 
That  thair  cowyn  wes  wer  and  wer  : 
For  thai,  that  fechUnd  with  thaim  wer,  220 

Set  hardement,  and  ftrenth,  and  will, 
And  hart,  and  corage  als,  thartill ; 
And  all  thair  mayne,  and  all  thair  mycht, 
To  put  thaim  fully  to  the  flycht. 

In  this  tyme,  that  I  tell  oiFhcr,  %%^ 

At  that  bataill,  on  this  maner, 
Wes  ftrykyn,  on  ayther  pirty 
That  war  fechtand  enforcely  1 
Yomen,  and  fwanys,  and  pitaill, 
TTiat  in  the  Park  yemyt  wi£bull,  230 

War 
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War  left ;  quhen  thai  wyft  but  lefing 

That  thair  lords  with  full  fychtyng 

On  thair  fayis  aflemblyt  war ; 

Ane  oflF  thair  felwyn  Aat  war  diar 

Capitane  ofFthaim  all  thai  maid. 

And  fchets,  that  war  fum  dele  braid. 

Thai  feftnyt  inftcid  off  baners, 

Apon  lang  treys  and  fpers* 

And  faid  that  diai  wald  fe  the  fycht ; 

And  help  thair  lords  at  thair  mycht. 

Quhen  her  till  all  affentyt  wer, 

In  a  rout  afTemblit  er, 

Fyften  tbowfand  thai  war,  or  ma. 

And  than  in  gret  hy  gan  thai  ga, 

With  thair  baners,  all  in  a  rout, 

As  thai  had  men  bene  ftyth  and  ftout 

Thai  come,  with  all  that  aflemble, 

Rycht  quhill  thai  mycht  the  bataill  fe  $ 

Than  all  at  anys  thai  gave  a  cry, 

<f  Sla !  {(a !  Apon  thaim  haftily ! " 

And  tharwith  all  cummand  war  thai : 

Bot  thai  war  wele  fer  yete  away. 

And  IngUs  merty  that  rufchyt  war 

Throw  forfs  off  fycht,  as  I  faid  ar, 

Quhen  thai  faw  cummand,  with  fie  a  cry> 

Towart  thaim  fie  a  cumpany. 

That  thaim  thoucht  weill  als  mony  war, 

As  that  wes  fechtand  with  thaim  thar ; 

And  thai  befor  had  not  thaim  fene ; 

Than  wit  yc  weill,  withowtyn  wcne, 
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Thai  war  abayfit  fa  gretumly, 
That  the  beft  and  the  oiaift  hardy. 
That  war  intill  thair  oft  that  day, 
Wald  with  thair  menfk  baf  bene  away. 

The  King  Robert,  be  thair  relying^ 
Saw  thai  war  ner  at  difcomiiting, 
And  hys  enfenye  gan  hely  cry. 
Than,  with  thaim  off  hys  cumpany, 
Hys  fayis  he  preflyt  fa  faft  that  day. 
Thai  wer  intill  fa  gret  efFray, 
That  thai  left  place,  ay  mar  and  mart 
For  all  the  Scott/men  that  thar  war, 
Quhen  thai  faw  thaim  efchow  die  fycht^ 
Dang  on  thaim  with  all  thair  mycht, 
That  thai  fcalyt  thaim  in  troplys  fer  i 
And  till  difcomfitur  war  ner^ 
And  fum  off  thaim  fled  all  planly. 
Bot  thai,  that  wycht  war  and  hardy. 
That  fchame  lettyt  to  u  the  flycht, 
At  gret  myfcheifF  mantenyt  the  fycht| 
And  ftythly  in  the  ftour  gan  ftand. 
And  cjuhen  the  King  off  hgland 
Saw  hys  men  fley,  in  fyndry  place, 
And  faw  hys  fayis  rout,  that  was 
Worthyn  fa  wycht,  and  (a  hardy. 
That  all  hys  folk  war  halyly 
Sa  ftonayit,  that  thai  had  na  mycht 
To  ftynt  thair  fayis  in  the  fycht; 
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He  wes  abayfit  fa  grctiimly. 

That  he,  and  hys  cumpany,  tgo 

Fjrvc  bundre,  armyt  all  at  rycht^ 

Intill  a  frufch  all  tok  the  flycht ; 

And  to  the  caftell  held  thair  way* 

And  yheit  haiflF  Ik  hard  fom  men  lay. 

That  off  Wallence  Schyr  Aymer,  295 

When  he  the  feld  few  wencuflyt  ncr. 

Be  the  re]mgye  led  away  the  King^ 

Agayne  hys  will,  fra  the  fechting* 

And  qlihen  Schyr  Gylis  the  Argente' 

Saw  the  King  thus,  and  hys  menye^  300 

Schap  thaioi  to  fley  ia  fpedely, 

He  come  rycht  to  the  King  in  by, 

And  faid,  ^  Schyr,  fen  it  is  fua 

^  That  ye  thus  gat  your  gat  will  ga, 

**  Hawys,  gud  day !  For  agayne  voll  I.  305 

«  Yheit  fled  I  neuir  fekyrly. 

^  And  I  chey{s  her  to  hid,  and  dey ; 

^  Than  for  to  lyvc  fchamly,  and  fley/* 

Hys  brydill,  but  mar  abad. 
He  turnyt ;  and  agayne  he  rad.  310 

And  on  Eduuard  the  Bruyss*  rout, 
That  wes  fa  fturdy,  and  fa  ftout^ 
As  dred  off  na  kyn  thing  had  he, 
He  prikyt ;  cryand,  ««  The  Argente'  !" 
And  thai  with  fpers  fwa  hym  met,  3^5 

And  fwa  fele  fpers  on  hypi  fet, 

That 
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he  and  horfs  war  chargyt  fwa, 
:  bathe  till  the  erd  gan  ga. 
in  that  place  thar  flayn  wes  he« 
hys  deid  wes  rycht  gret  pite,  32O 

wes  the  thrid  beft  Knycht,  perfayi 
at  men  wyft  lewand  in  hys  day. 
;  ded  mony  a  fayr  journy. 
n  Saryfynys  thre  derenyeys  faucht  he : 
jid,  intill  ilk  derenye  off  tha,  31^ 

fe  wencuffyt  Saryfynys  twa. 

Hys  gret  worfchip  tuk  thar  ending* 
And  fra  Schyr  Aymer  with  the  Kiqg 
Wes  fled,  wes  nane  that  durft  abid  i 
Bot  fled  fcalyt  on  ilka  fid.  330 

And  thair  fayis  thaim  preflyt  faft. 
Thai  war,  to  fay  futh,  fwa  agaft^ 
And  fled  (a  faft,  rycht  ef&ayitly, 
That  off  thaim  a  full  gret  party 
Fled  to  the  watre  off  Fsrtb  i  and  thar  335 

The  maift  part  off  thaim  drownjrt  waf  • 
And  Bannok  burne^  betwix  the  braysy 
Off  men,  off  horfs,  fwa  ftekyt  wais^ 
That,  apon  drownyt  horfs,  and  men. 
Men  mycht  pafs  dry  outour  it  then.  34^ 

And  ladds,  fwanys,  and  rangaill, 
Quhen  thai  faw  wencuffyt  the  bataiU, 
Ran  amang  thaim ;  and  (a  gan  fla. 
As  folk  that  na  defens  mycht  tm^ 

That 


That  war  pitt^  for  to  fe.  34^ 

Ik  hard  neuir  quhar,  in  na  country. 

Folk  at  fwa  gret  myfcheifFwar  ftad. 

On  ane  (id  thai  thair  fayis  had, 

That  flew  thaim  doun,  forowtyn  mercy: 

And  thai  had,  on  the  tothyr  party^  35^ 

Bannok  burnij  that  fua  cumbyrfum  was^ 

For  flyk  and  depnes  for  to  pas, 

That  thar  mycht  nane  outour  it  rid  : 

Thaim  worthys,  maugre  thairs,  abid. 

Swa  that  Aim  flayne,  fum  drbwnyt,  war  t         355 

Mycht  nane  efehap  that  euir  come  thar* 

The  quhcyr  mony  gat  away, 

That  ellys  war  fled  as  1  fall  fay. 

The  King,  with  thaim  he  with  hym  had| 
In  a  rout  till  the  caftell  rad,  360 

And  wald  hafF  bene  tharin,  for  thai 
Wyft  not  quhat  gat  to  get  away. 
Bot  Philip  the  Mowbray  faid  hym  tiU^ 
<  The  caftell,  Schyr,  i$  at  your  wilL 
^  Bot  cum  ye  in  it,  ye  fall  fe  365 

«  That  ye  fall  fone  aflTcgyt  be. 
^  And  thar  (all  nane  off  Ingland 
^  To  mak  yow  re(courf8  tak  on  hand* 

*  And,  but  refcoura,  may  na  caftell 

*  fie  haldyn  lang^  ye  wate  this  weill*  yfo 

Ver.  35Si  That  fl«d  otheTwiTe* 
Vcr.  360.  Of  Stufling. 

« Tharfor 
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^  Tharfor  comfort  yow,  and  rely 

*  Your  men  about  yow  rycht  ftarkly  ; 

^  And  balds  about  the  Park  your  way^ 

^  Rycht  als  fadly  as  ye  may. 

^  For  I  trow  that  nane  fall  haff  mycht^  37  J 

^  That  chafTys,  with  ia  fele  to  fycht.- 

And  hys  cunfaill  thai  hafFdoyne ; 
And  benewth  the  caftell  vrent  thai  fone^ 
Rycht  by  the  Round  Table  away; 
And  fyne  the  Park  enweround  thai  i  38CI 

And  towart  Litbkow  held  in  hy» 
Bot  I  trow  thai  fall  haftily 
Be  conweyit  with  file  folk,  that  thaiy 
I  trow,  mycht  fuffire  weill  away. 
For  Schyr  James  Lord  off  Dowglas  385 

Come  to  the  Kino,  and  alkyt  the  chace  | 
Ahd  he  gaffhym  it,  but  abaid. 
fiot  all  to  few  off  horfs  he  haid : 
He  had  not  in  hys  rout  fexty, 
iTie  quheyr  he  fped  hym  haftily  390 

The  way  eftyr  the  King  to  ta. 
Now  lat  hym  on  hys  wayis  ga  ;  * 

Ver.  379.  The  Round  Table  is  an  artificial  mount  near 
Stirling  caftlc.  Chivalry^  univerlal  over  Europe  from  the 
twelfth  century )  fpred  romantic  names  in  moft  countries.  In 
Britain  Arthur^s  fabulous  exploits  were  predominant.  Nim- 
moy  in  his  hiftory  of  Stirlingfliire,  mentions  a  round  artificial 
mount  ftill  exifting  in  the  gardens  of  Stirling  caftle»  and 
fcems  rightly  to  imagine  that  it  it  here  implied  by  Barbour. 

And 
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And  eftre  diis  we  611  wdU  Ddl 
Qubat  117111,  indU  the  dace,  befieH. 

Qphen  the  gret  bataiO  on  this  wyfi  ^P9! 

Wcs  difeomfyt,  as  Ik  dewyfs, 
Qohar  threty  tlioufimd  weill  war  ded. 
Or  drownjt  in  that  ilk  fted ; 
And  fum  war  intill  lands  tane; 
And  othyr  fum  diair  gat  war  gane  ;  ^r^ 

The  Erie  off  Hufu&d,  fra  the  mell£, 
Departyt  widi  a  gret  mengye; 
And  ftraucht  to  BatbwiU  tok  the  way. 
That  than  in  die  Inglifs  memtys  hj 
Wet,  and  haldjn  as  place  off  wer.  4h^ 

Schyr  Waltre  Gilbe&tson  wes  ther 
Capitane,  and  it  had  in  ward. 
The  Erie  of  Hb&efurd  diyddyrward 
Held,  and  wes  tane  in,  our  the  wall  i 
And  fyfty  off  hys  men  with  all  i  410 

And  fet  in  houflls  fyndryly 
Swa  that  that  had  diar  na  miftry. 
Tlielave  went  towart  Ingland. 
Bot  off  that  rout,  I  tak  on  hand. 
The  thre  parts  war  flane  or  tane.  415 

The  lave  with  gret  payn  hame  ar  gane. 

Schyr  Mawrice  alfua  the  Berclay 
Fra  the  gret  bauill  held  hys  way. 
With  a  gret  rout  off  H^alis  men. 
Quhareuir  thai  yeid  men  mycht  thaim  ken,     420 

For 


1^    u    K    E     xin,  cor 

For. thai  wele  ner  all  nakyt  war; 

Or  lynnyn  clathys  had  but  mar. 

Tliai  held  thair  way  in  full  grct  hy« 

Bot  mony  ofF  thair  cumpany^  . 

Or  thai  till  Ingland  come,  war  tanc  ;  425 

And  mony  als  off  thaim  war  llayne* 

Thar  fled  als  othyr  wayis  fer. 
^ot  to  the  caftell,  that  wes  ner^ 
Off  Strewillyne  fled  fie  a  mengyc^ 
Tliat  it  war  wondre  for  to  fe*  43a 

^ot  the  craggs  all  helyt  war 
About  the  caftell,  her  and  thar, 
Off  thaim,  that  for  ftrenth  off  diat  fted^ 
Thyddyrwart  to  warrand  fled. 
And  for  thai  war  (a  fele  that  thar  43$, 

]i1ied  undre  the  caftell  war, 
The  King  Robert,  that  wes  witty. 
Held  in  hys  gud  men  ner  hym  by. 
For  drede  that  rifs  aigayne  fuld  thai. 
This  wafs  the  Caufs,  for  futh  to  fay,  440 

Qtdiarthrouch  the  King  off  Ingland 
Efchapyt  hame,  intill  hys  land. 

Quhen  that  the  feld  fa  clene  wes  maid 
Off  Inglis  men^  that  nane  abaid, 
%" 

Ver.  411.  This  anecdote  of  the  Welch,  in  the  fourteenth 
centuryi  is  curious.  They  appeared  naked  rrcato  Scolifli 
peafants. 

:.VoL.n.  M  The 
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The  Scotts  nun  fane  tiik  to  hand  44.5 

OfFth^r's  all  that  enir  thai  fiuid; 
That  mony  man  mjchtj  wes  maid 
Off  the  rychys,  that  thai  thar  baiiL 

Quhen  this  wes  doyne,  diat  her  &jr  1^ 
The  King  fend  a  gret  cumpany  450 

Up  to  die  crag  thaim  till  affidle. 
That  war  fled  fra  the  gret  bataill. 
And  thai  thaim  yaukl  fbrowtyn  dd>ate9 
And  in  hand  has  tane  thaim  fute  hate. 
Syne  to  the  King  thai  went  thair  way.  455 

Thai  difpendyt  haly  that  day 
In  fpulyeingy  and  ryches  takyng-, 
Fra  end  wes  maid  off  the  fychting. 
And  quhen  thai  nakyt  ^ulyeit  war. 
That  war  flane  in  the  bataiil  thar,  46a 

It  wes  forfutb  a  gret  ferly 
To  fe  famyn  fa  fide  dcde  iy. 
Twa  hundre  payr  of  fpurs  reid 
War  tane  off  Icnycbts  that  war  deid. 
The  Erie  off  Glosystre  ded  wes  thar,        465 
That  men  callyt  Scbyr  Gilb£1.t  of  Clar. 
And  Gylis  de  Argente'  alfua; 
And  Payn  Typonts  ;  and  odiyn  ma; 
That  thair  namys  not  tell  can  L 
And,  apon  Scotts  menys  party,  47Q 

▼cr.  454*  Bdhhn  read  r 

And  them  in  hand  they  took  full  halt* 

Thar 
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Thar  wes  flape  wottfcy  fcnychtii  t#t  j 

WJlyame  the  WiFOYMt  teeii  ane  otf  dttf  j 

And  Schyr  Waltre  oiFRoss  ane  othyr, 

That  Schyr  EmjiTAitD,  tJte  Kings  bit^hyr, 

LufFyt,  and  had  in  fit  daytit^  47  j 

That  as  hymfelfFhym  lofiyt  he. 

And  quhen  he  wyff  that  he  wes  ded) 

He  wes  fa  wa,  and  wiH  bfF  reide, 

That  he  faid,  malcand  iwill  cher, 

TTiat  hym  war  lewcr  that  joornay' wet  4J6 

Undone,  than  hcf  fwa  ded  had  bene. 

Owtakyn  hym  meni  has  not  fene 

Qoftar  he,  for  ony  man,  rtttid  iftenyhg'. 

And  the  caufs  wes  off  hjrs  hitFyngf 

That  he  hys  fyftre  per  amours  4^5 

LufFyt,  and  held  all  at  reboctrs 

Hys  awne  wyff  dame  YsABBLt, 

And  tharfbr  fa  gret  diibnce  fell 

Betwix  hym,  and  the  Erie  Dawt 

Off  Athole,  brothyr  to  this  lady,  499 

That  he  apon  Sayint  Thortiys  nyctft^ 

Qtihen  badi  the  Kings  i/par  boune  to  fyohi^ 

Hi  CamyJkjnneB  the  KiNOS  widaill 

He  tuk ;  and  fadly  gert  aflaile 

Schyr  Wixlyam  of  Keth,  and  hy&  ifews    495' 

And  widi  hyiii  men  ma  then  ynew. 

Tharfor  fyne  intill  Ingland 

8c  wes  bannyft ;  and  all  hys  land 

Ver.  493.  *  Cambuflcennctb}*  «/• 

U  2  Wfl 
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Wes  fefyt  as  forfaut  to  the  King^  ...  .   •  ^^ 

That  did  tfaarof  fyne  hys  liking.  .  jj|0(^ 

Quhen  the  feld>  as  I.  tauld  yow  ar, 
Wes  difpulyeit,  and  left  all  bar. 
The  King,  and  all  hys  cumpany, 
Blyth  and  joyfull,  glaid  and  mery. 
Off  the  grace  that  thaim  fallyn  was,  50$ 

Towart  thair  innys  thair  wayis  tais. 
To  reft  thaim  fer  thai  werie  war. 
Bot  for  the  Erie  Gilbert  off  Clar, 
T^at  flayne  wes  in  the  bataill  pbce. 
The  King  fum  dele  anoyit  was :  .  jjit 

For  till  hym  wele  ner  fib  was  he. 
Then  till  a  kyrk  he  gert  hym  be 
Broucht,  and  walkyt  all  that  nycht. 
And  on  the  morn^  quhen  day. wes  lycht. 
The  King  raifs  as; hys  wills  was.  515 

Than  an  Inglifs  knycb^  throw  cafs, 
Hapnyt  that  he  yeid  wawjcrand, 
Swa  that  na  man  laid  on  hjmi  hand, 
In  a  bu(k  he  wkh  hys  armyng. 
And  waytyt  quhill  he  faw  the  Kino  52a 

In  the  morne  cum  fordi  arly : 
Till  hym  ths^  is  he  went  in  by. 
Schyr  Marmeduk  Twemyne  he  hycht. 
He  raykyt  till  the  Kino  all  rycht. 
And  halyft  hym  apon  hys  kne.  525 

•*  Wclcum,  Schyr  Marmeduk,*'  faid  he; 

•  CI  Xo 
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^  To  quhat  man  art  thow  prcfdner?'* 

*  To  nanc/  he  faid;  *  hot  to  yow  her. 

*  I  yeld  me  at  your  will  to  be.' 

«  And  I  reflave  ye,  Schyr,"  faid  he.  53 

Then  gcrt  he  tret  hym  curtafly. 

He'^uelt  lang  in  hys  cumpany ; 

And  fyne  till  Ingland  hym  fend  he, 

Arayit  weile,  but  ranfoun,  fre ; 

And  gefF  hym  gret  gyffts  tharto.  535 

A  worthy  man  that  fua  wald  do, 

And  mak  hym  gretly  for  to  prife ! 

Quhen'MARMYDUK,  apon  this  wyfs. 

Was  yoldyn,  as^Ilc  to  yow  fay, 

Than  come  Schyr  Philip  the  Mowbray,    54O 

And  to  the  King  yauld  the  caftell. 

Hys  cunnand  hes  he  haldyn  well. 

And  with  hym  tretyt  fua  the  King, 

That  he  belcwyt  off  hys  duelling  ; 

And  held  hym  lely  hys  fay,  545 

Quhill  the  laft  end  off  hys  lyff  day. 

Now  will  we  off  the  Lord  DowoLAS 
Tell,  how  that  he  folowit  the  chafs. 
He  had  to  quhene  in  hys  cumpany; 
Bot  he  fped  hym  in  full  gret  hy.  55O 

And  as  he  throuch  the  Torwod  fur, 
Sa  met  he  ridand  on  the  mur 
Schyr  Laurence  off  Abernethy, 
That,  with  twenty-four  in  cumpany, 

M  3  Come 
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Come  for  till  kelp  die  IngUfmen  %  55^ 

For  he  was  Inglifman  yet  then. 

But  quhen  he  hard  how  that  it  wes. 

He  left  the  Inglis  mfffnys  pefs  j 

And  to  the  Lord  DfywGhAs  rycht  tjiar 

Fot-  to  be  lele  and  trow  he  fwar.  560 

And  than  thai  bath  folowit  the  ch^  $ 
Ap4  or  the  King  ofF  Inglani  was 
l^aflyt  Lythkowy  thai  come  Ql  ner, 
With  all  the  folL  that  with  thaim  war, 
That  Weill  amang  thaim  fwyth  thai  mycht;     56^ 
Bot  thai  thoucht  thaim  to  feW)  to  fycht 
yf^ifh  the  gret  rout,  that  thai  had  thar : 
For  fyve  hundre  armyt  thai  war, 
Togyddir  farraly  raid  thai  i 
And  held  thaim  apon  bridili  ay.  {70 

Thai  war  gouernyt  wittily  j 
]^0r  it  femyt  ay  thai  war  redy 
For  to  defend  thaim,  at  thair  mycht, 
GifFthai  aflaiUyt  war  in  fycht. 
And  the  Lord  offDowGi^AS,  and  hys  men,    575 
How  that  he  wald  not  fchaip  hym  then 
For  to  fycht  wjth  thaim  all  planly, 
^e  conwayit  thaim  (a  narowly, 
That  off  the  henmaift  ay  tuk  he : 
Mycht  nane  behind  hys  fidlowis  be  580 

A  penneftane  caft,  na  he  in  hy 
Wesdede,  or  (ane  deleuerly, 

Ver.  581.  At  fiur  M  a  quoit  can  be  du-own. 

That 
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That  nane  recoui6  wald  till  him  ma^ 
Ahhouch  he  lewyc  hpa  neuir  ftia. 

On  this  maner  conwoyit  he  5^^ 

Quhill  that  the  King,  and  hyt  menyc^ 
To  IFencUurg  all  cummyn  ar. 
Than  lychtyt  all  that  thai  war, 
To  bayt  thair  horff ,  that  wcr  vrerj. 
And  D0WG&A8,  and  hys  cumpany,  5^^ 

fiajTtyt  alfua  beiid  thaim  ner. 
Thai  war  fa  fele  withoutjn  wer, 
And  in  armys  fa  clenly  dych^ 
And  fwa  arayit  for  to  fydit; 
And  he  fa  quhoyne,  and  but  fiipleTng  ;  ^g^ 

That  he  wald  not,  in  plane  fechting, 
Aflaile  thaim :  bot  ay  raid  thaim  by, 
Waytand  hyt  poynt  ay  ythandly. 

A  litill  quhili  thai  baytyt  thar : 
And  fyn  lap  on ;  and  furth  thai  far  ;  6oa 

And  wes  alwayis  by  thaim  ner : 
He  leyt  thaim  not  hafFfic  hyfer, 
As  anys  watre  for  to  ma« 
And  giiF  ony  ftad  war  (a 

That  he  behind  left  ony  fpace,  605 

Seyfyt  alfone  in  hand  he  wes. 
Thai  conwoyit  thaim  on  fie  awift 
Quhill  that  the  King,  and  hys  rou^  is 

Ver.  587.  Wynchbrugh  on  the  weft  of  the  river  Cramond^ 
between  Linlithgow  and  Edinburgh. 

M  4  Cummyn 
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Cumtnyn  to  the  caftdl  off  Dunbar  ^ 

Quhar  he,  and  fum  ofF  hys  menye^  war  6iO 

Refawyt  rycht  wcile ;  for  yete  than 

The  Erie  Patrik  wes  IngUfnum. 

't'hat  gert  with  mete,  and  drynk  alfua, 

Refrefche  thaim  weili :  and  fyne  gert  ta 

A  bate ;  and  fend  the  King  be  fe,  615 

To  Bawmburgh^  in  hys  awne  countre* 

Th^r  horfs  thar  left  thai  all  on  ftray  9 

BotTefyt  I  trow  Weill  fone  war  thai ; 

The  lave,  that  lewyt  thar  without, 

Adreflyt  thaim  intill  a  rout,  62O 

And  till  Berwik  held  ftraucht  thair  way 

In  route :  botand  we  futh  £iy, 

$tad  thai  war  full  narrowly. 

Or  thai  come  than    Bot  noucht  forthy 

Thai  come  to  Berwik  weiU  ;  and  thar  62  j 

Into  the  toune  reflawyt  war ; 

Ellys  at  gret  myfcheifF  had  thai  bene, 

An4  quhen  the  Lord  oiFDowGLAS  has  fene 

That  he  had  lefyt  all  hys  payne, 

Towart  the  King  he  went  agayne,  630 

This  King  efchapyt  on  this  wyfs. 
La  quhat  fading  in  fortoun  is ! 
That  will  apon  a  man  quhill  fmyle  ; 
And  prilc  on  hym  fyne  anothyr  quhilL 


Ver,  616.  Banborough, 


la 
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In  na  tymc  ftablc  can  I'che  (land.  635 

This  mychty  King  off  Ingland 

3cbe  had  fet  on  hyr  qnheill,  on  hycht^ 

Quhen,  with  fa  ferljrfull  a  mycht. 

Off  men,  off  armys,  and  archers^ 

And  off  Jute-men,  and  hobilers,  640 

He  come  ;  ridand  out  off  hys  land. 

As  I  befor  hafe  borne  on  hand, 

tAitd  in  a  nycht  fyne,  and  a  day. 

She  fet  hym  in  fa  hard  affay. 

That  he,  with  few  men,  ii|  a  bate  645 

Wes  foyne  for  till  hald  baipe  hys  gatc« 

Bot  off  this  ilk  quhely's  turnyng 
King  RoBERX  fuld  male  na  murnyng. 
For  on  hys  fyd  the  quheyle  on  hycht 
Raifs,  quhen  .the  tothyr  doun  gan  lycbt;  650 

And  that  it  undre  lawth  was  ar,  - 

Mon  lep  on  loft  in  the  contra* 
Sa  fiire  it  off  thir  Kings  twa. 
Quhen  the  King  Robert  ftad  was  fwa 
That  in  gret  myfchciff  wes  he,  655 

The  tothyr  i^iras  in  maiefte. 
And  quhen  the  King  Eduuard's  mycht  ' 

Was  lawyt,  King  Robert  wes  on  hycht: 
And  now  fic  fortoun  fell  hym  till, 
That  he  wes  hey  and  at  hys  will.  66p 


At  StnwiHyne  wes  he  yeyt  Hand; 
And  the  gret  lords,  that  befand 


Ded 
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Vti  in  die  feld,  he  geit  berjr 

In  haly  place  honorabtlly. 

And  the  lavQ  lyn^  that  dede  war  thar,  66^ 

Into  gret  pytts  crdyt  war. 

The  caftell,  and  die  towrs,  fyne 

Rjicht  till  the  ground  doune  gert  he  mjiu 

And  fyne  to  Bothwell  {end  he 
Schyr  Eduuard,  widi  a  gret  menye  ;  67© 

For  thar  wes  than  fend  to  hym  word 
That  the  rychc  Erie  off  Herford> 
And  othyrs  «iydity  als,  war  tfaar* 
Sa  tretyt  he  with  Schyr  Waltrf, 
That  Erie,  and  caftell,  and  the  lave,  675 

In  Schyr  EoyUARD's  hand  he  gave. 
And  till  the  King  the  Erie  fend  he^ 
That  gert  hym  rycht  weill  ycmit  be, 
Quhill  at  the  laft  thai  tretyt  fwa 
That  he  till  Ingland  hame  fuM  ga,  680 

Forowtyn  paying  off  ranfoume,  fre; 
And  that  fer  hym  fuld  changyt  be 
B]rfchop  Robert  that  Uynd  was  maid ; 
And  the  Queyne,  that  thai  takyn  haid 
In  prefoune,  as  befor  iaid  I ;  685 

And  hyr  doochtre  dame  Major y. 
The  Erie  wes  changyt  for  thir  thre. 
And,  quhen  thai  cummyn  war  hame  all  fre^ 

Vcr.  683.  Rol^vt  Wifliart  Biihop  of  Olafgoir.    Thit  pa- 
Iriotic  biihop  died  in  l)i6« 

i     .  The 
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7*he  Kii^lifB  doiichtre,  tfa«t  wet  £uv 

And  wes  als  apenuid  ayr,  69CI 

yf'pik  Walt&k  Stewart  gin  he  wed. 

And  thai  wele  Ipiie  gat  off  tfaair  bed 

A  knaw  child,  throw  our  Lord's  grac^ 

That  eftre  hys  gud  eid  fiith  jr  wrt 

Callyt  Robert  ;  and  fyne  wet  King  i  69 j[ 

An(l  had  the  land  in  gouerning, 

Eftyr  hys  worthy  cyme  Dawy  ; 

That  regnyt  twa  yer  and  fourty. 

And  in  the  tyme  off  the  compiling 

Off  this  buk,  this  Robert  wes  King*  700 

And  off  hys  kynryk  paflyt  wes 

Fyve  yer ;  and  wes  the  yer  of  grace 

A  THOUSAND,  THRB  HUNDRS,  SBUEKTY 

And  FYVEj  and-off  hyseld  be^cty. 

And  that  wes  eftre  that  the  gud  Kino,  705 

Robert,  wes  broucht  till  hys  ending, 

FyvE  and  fourty  wintres,  hoc  mar* 

God  grant  that  thai  that  cummyn  ar 

Off  hys  offspring  manteyne  the  land. 

And  hald  the  folk  wele  to  warand  I  yio 

And  maynteync  rycht,  and  leawte 

As  Weill  as,  in  hys  tym,  did  he  1 

Ver.  693.  A  kftavi  cbilJ,  a  boy. 

Ver.  695.  Robert  II.  the  firft  of  the  Stusrts,  r€i|;ned  frp^ji 
1371  till  1390. 

Ver.  706.  Robert  iU  Qf^t,  th^  berp  of  t|ut  poem«  who 
died  7th  June  13*9. 

Kino 
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King  Rofbilt  now  wqs  wiell  at  Iqpclit^ ' 

Fod  ilk  day  than  grew  hys  mycht. 

Hys  meawoux  rych:  and  hyscuntri  '•  715 

Haboundyt  wcill>  off  corne)  and  fe ;     ^ .-.  .     . 

And  off  all^yn  othyr  rychcs. 

Myrth,  and  folace,  and  blythnes^        .  '  -    - 

yfii  in  the  iand  commonaly. 

For  ilk  man  blyth  war  and  joly»  .  .       720 

The  King,  eftre  the  gret  journe. 
Throw  rede  off  hys  confaill  priue. 
In  ier  toun^  gert  cry  on  hycht, 
That  quha  fa  clemyt  till  haff  rycht 
To  hald  in  Scotland  land,  or  fe,  725 

That  in  thir  twelfmoneth  fuld  he 
Cum,  and  clam  yt ;  and  tharfor  do  , 

7'p;the  Ki^G  that  pertenyt  tharto. 
And  giff  thaj  cum  not  in  that  yer, 
Than  fuld  thai  wit,  withowtyn  wer,  730 

That  hard  thareftre  nane  fuld  be. 
The  King,  Hfzt  wcs  off  gret  bountc^ 
An(l  befynes,  qohen  this  wes  done, 
Ane  oft  gert  fummound  eftre  fonc. 
And  went  thaim  intill  Ingland'y  735 

And  our  raid  all  Northummyrland. 
And  brynt  houfis;  and  tuk  thair  pray; 
And  fyne  went  hame  agayn  thair  way. 


Vcr.  731,  November  I3i4, 


Hat 
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lat  it  fchortly  pafs  for  by, 
or  thar  wes  done  na  chewalry 
rowyt,  that  is  to  fpek  off  her. 
*he  King  went  oft  in  this  maner 
I  Inglandj  for  to  rich  hys  men ; 
'hat  in  rychcs  haboundyt  then. 


740 


THE     END     OF     BUKE     XIII, 


THE 


THE 


B     R     U     C     E. 


B    U    K    E      MV. 


ARGUMENT. 


Thilk  twa  hukes  foUowand^  and  half  the  neifl^  art 
cheifiii  occupy  it  with  the  aSiiouns  ^/'Edw  ARD  DK 
Bruyse  in  Ireland.^Erl  Edwakd gaes  to  In* 
l(irid^  he  invitation  of  the,  Irijhrj-^''^im  alktttl 
neir  Craigfergus. — The  Erl  of  Mxjkef  gets  for 
hym  the  pafs  of  Endnellan. — Erl  Edward  ganit 
the  battel  of  Dundalk.^^Thrid  battel  near  Chgners^ 
wun  be  Erl  Edward  agayn  Schyr  Richard 
DS  Clare>  lufetenand  of  Ireland. . 
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X  HE  Eric  off  Carrik,  SchyrEouUARii, 
That  ftoutar  wes  than  a  libbard^ 
And  had  na  will  to  be  in  pefs, 
Thoucht  that  Scotland  to  litill  wes 
Till  hys  brodyr,  and  hym  alfua. 
Tharfor  to  purpofs  gan  he  ta 
That  he  of  Irland  wald  be  king. 
Tharfor  he  fend  and  had  tretyng 
With  Hyrfery  off  Irland'^ 
That  in  thair  leawte  tuk  on  hand 
Off  all  Irland  to  mak  hym  king. 
With  thy  that  he  with  hard  fychting 
Mycht  ourcum  the  Inglifmenj 
That  in  the  land  war  wonnand  then  ; 


10 


Ver.  1.  Edward  Bruce  now  appears  with  the  title  of  Earl 
of  Carrick.  His  afUons  m  Ireland,  May  13x5  to  0£bber 
13x8,  occupy  this  and  the  next  book,  and  half  of  the  xrith. 

Ver.  9.  Hyrfny^  or  Erfchtry^  are  wild  Iriih  t  it  is  added 
<  of  Ireland,*  to  diftinguifli  them  from  the  higMandert  or 
Iriih  of  Scotland,  alfo  called  Erfcbery  by  our  poet. 

Vol.  n.  N  And 
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And  thai  fuld  help  with  all  thair  mycht  I J 

And  he  that  hard  thaim  mak  fic  hycht^ 

Intill  hys  hart  had  gret  liking : 

And,  with  the  confent  ofFthe  King^ 

Gadryt  bym  mep  oflF  gret  bounte. 

And  at  jfyr  fyne  fchippyt  he,  20 

Intill  the  neyft  moneth  off  May. 

Till  Irland  held  he  ftraucht  hys  way. 

He  had  thar  in  hys  cumpany 
The  Erie  Thomas,  that  wes  worthy  | 
And  gud  Schyr  Philip  the  Mowbray,  aj 

That  fekyr  wes  in  hard  affay ; 
Schyr  Ihone  the  Soulls,  ane  gud  knycht; 
And  Schyr  IhoI^e  Stewart,  that  wes  wycht* 
The  Ramsay  als  oflF  Ouchtre  houfs^ 
That  wes  wycht  and  chewalroufs  j  ja 

And  Schyr  FERGtfs  ofF  Adrossane: 
And  othyr  knychts  mony  ane. 

In  Wakings fyrih  2iTfwjt  thai 
Sauffly,  but  bargane  or  aflay : 
And  fend  thair  fchyppys  bame  ilkane.  15 

A  gret  thing  haff  thai  undretane, 

Ver.  a  I.  On  the  15th  May,  1315.     Annals. 

"Tcr.  14.  Thomas  Randd,  Earl  of  Moray, 

Vcr.  3  J.  I  am  not  fufficiently  verfed  in  Ici(h  topogn^tligr 

X6  trace  accurately  Edward's  progiefs  in  Irclted  5  but  this 

•port  nroft  !iayc  bten  near  Cariickfwpw. 

TlBlt 
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iThat,  with  fwa  quhoyne  as  thai  war  thar. 

That  war  fex  thowiand  men,  but  mar, 

jSchuip  to  werray  all  Irland^ 

Quhar  thai  fall  fe  mony  thoufand  40 

Cum  armyt  on  thaim  for  to  fycfat* 

Bot  thoucht  thai  quhone  war,  thai  war  wjdb^ 

And,  forowt  drede  or  efFray, 

In  twa  bataills  tulc  diair  way 

Towart  Cragfergus^  it  to  fe.  ^ 

Bot  the  lords  ofF  that  country, 

Mandweill,  Besat,  and  LooAVEy 

Thair  men  aiTemblyt  eutrilkane* 

The  Sawages  war  alfua  thar. 

And  quhen  thai  aflembl3rt  war,  5a 

Thar  war  wele  ner  twenty  thowiand* 

Quhen  thai  wyft  that  intill  thair  land 

Sic  a  mengue  aryvyt  war. 

With  all  the  folk  that  thai  had  diar. 

Thai  went  towart  thaim  in  gret  hy.  55 

And  fra  Schyr  Eduuard  wyft  futhly 

That  ner  to  hym  cummyn  wer  thai, 

Hys  men  he  gert  thaim  wele  aray. 

The  awaward  had  the  Erie  Thomas  ; 

And  the  rerward  Schyr  Eduua&o's  was.         60 

Thair  fayis  approchyt  to  the  fechting  ; 
And  thai  met  thaim  but  abayfing. 

Vcr.  49.  The  Savages  were  a  powerful  family  ia  Irdsad. 
The  editions  erroneoufly  imply  this  term  (0  be  givoD  I^xly  to 
ltepeople,<  ravages,* 

Na  Thar 
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Thar  mfdbt  men  fe  a  gret  meDe : 

For  Erie  Thomas,  and  hys  mtaye^ 

Dang  on  tfaair  fajis  (a  doucfatdy,  65 

That  in  Ichort  tyme  men  mycfat  fe  Ij 

An  hundre,  that  all  blodj  war. 

For  hobjrnys,  that  war  Aykyt  thar, 

Reljrt,  and  flang,  and  gret  rowme  madp 

And  keft  tfaaim  that  apon  thaim  rad.  jq 

And  Schyr  Eduuard's  company 

Aflemblyt  fync  fa  hardely, 

That  diai  tfaair  fayis  nifchyt  aU. 

Quha  hapn]^  in  that  fycht  to  fidl. 

It  wcs  pcrill  off  hys  ryfing.  75 

The  Scotis  men  in  that  fychdng 

Swa  apertly,  and  wele,  thaim  bar, 

That  tiiair  fayis  fwa  rufchjrt  war. 

That  thai  haly  the  flycht  has  tane. 

And  in  that  bataill  wes  tane  or  flane  86 

All  hale  the  flur  off  Ulfy^er. 

The  Erie  off  Murreff  gret  prifc  had  dicr. 

For  hys  worthy  chewalry 

Comfort  all  hys  cumpany. 

This  wcs  a  full  &yr  beginnyng ;  2$ 

For,  newlings  at  thair  ar3rwing, 

Ver.  68.  Hobynyt  are  war  or  carriage  horfes}  ftroag 
boriet.  Barbour,  in  moft  of  his  battJe  pieces,  feeins  fond  of 
reprefcntiog  the  confufion  caufed  by  the  wounded  deeds. 

Ver.  ti.  Uifyflir'nUma. 

In 
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In  plane  bataill  thai  difcomfyt  thar 

Thair  fayis,  that  four  ay  for  anc  war. 

Syne  to  Cragftrgus  ar  thai  gane. 

And  in  the  tounc  hcs  innys  tane.  90 

The  caftell  weill  wes  ftuffyt  then 

OfF  new  with  wiftaill,  and  with  men*  . 

Thartill  thai  fet  a  fege  in  hy. 

Mony  cfchewe  full  apertly 

Wes  maid,  quhill  thar  the  fege  lay :  95 

Quhill  trewys  at  the  laft  tuk  thai. 

Quhen  that  the  folk  off  HaHjftir 
Till  hys  pefs  haly  cummyn  wer, 
Schyr  Edduard  wald  tak  on  hand 
To  rid  furth  further  in  the  land.  100 

Off  the  Kings  off  that  countrc. 
That  come  till  hym,  and  maid  fewt6, 
Wcyll  ten  or  twalf,  as  Ik  hard  fay ; 
Bot  thai  held  hym  fchort  quhill  thair  hj. 
For  twa  off  thaim ;  ane  Makgull ANEy         XOS 
And  ane  othyr  hat  Makartane, 
Withfet  a  pafs  intill  hys  way, 
Qnhar  hym  behowyt  ned  away, 
With  twa  thowfand  off  men  with  fpers, 
And  als  mony  off  thair  archers.  IIO 

And  all  the  catell  off  the  land 
War  drawyn  thyddar  to  warand. 
Men  callys  that  place  Innuermallane  : 
In  all  Irland  ftraytar  is  nane. 

N  3  For 
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For  Schyr  EduOaAH  that  kepyt  thai  |^  ii^ 

Thai  thoucht  h6  fidd  not  tbar  away. 

Bot  he  hys  wiage  font  het  tane ; 

Afid  ftraucht  towart  the  paft  it  gane. 

The  Erie  ofFMuRnarr,  Scbyr  Thomas^ 

That  put  hyai  fyrft  ay  till  afl&yis,  iid 

Lychtyt  on  fute,  with  hys  mcnyc, 

And  apertly  the  pafe  tuk  he. 

Thir  Irfch  Kings  I  fpak  off  ar, . 

With  all  the  folk  that  with  thym  wat*^ 

Let  hym  rycht  fturdely  :  bot  he  125 

Affaylyt  fwa  v/ith  hys  menye, 

That  mawgre  thairs,  thai  wan  the  pafs. 

Slayn  off  thair  fayis  many  thar  was. 

Throw  out  the  wod  thaim  chaffyt  thai  i 

And  fefyt  in  fic  fufioune  the  pray^  I^ 

That  all  the  folk  off  thair  oft  war 

Refrcfchyt  weill,  ane  wouk  or  mar. 

At  Kiffegart  King  Eduuard  lay; 
And  wele  fone  he  has  hard  fay 
That  at  Dundalk  wes  allemble  135 

Maid  off  the  lords  off  that  cuntr^. 
In  oft  thai  war  aflemblyt  thar. 
Thar  wes  fyrft  Schyr  Richard  of  Clar^ 
That  in  all  Irland  lufftenande 
Was  off  the  King  off  Ingkndi  140 

Ver.  133.  Kilfagart  I  cannot  find. 

The 


The  Erie  ofF  Desmond  al9  wes  thar  i 

And  the  Erie  alfua  offKiLDAE  ; 

The  Br  EM  AN,  and  Wox>oune, 

That  war-lords  off  gret  renowne  ; 

The  Butler  alfua  thar  was;  r^e 

And  Schyr  Moryss  lb  Ftss  Tromas. 

Thai  with  thair  men  ar  comniTn  thar : 
A  rycht  gret  oft  forfudi  thai  war. 
And  Schyr  Eduvard  wyft  fuMy 
That  thai  war  fwilk  chewalry,  150' 

Hys  oft  in  hy  he  gcrt  aray ; 
And  thydd)rrwart8  tuk  the  way : 
And  ner  the  toune  tuk  hys  herbcry. 
Bot  for  he  wyft  all  wittily 
That  in  the  toune  war  mony  men,  155 

Hys  bataills  he  arayit  then  5 
And  ftud  arayit  in  bataill, 
To  kep  thaim  giff  thai  wald  aflaile*  ' 

And  quhen  that  Schyr  Richard  of  Clar, 
And  othyr  lords  that  war  thar,  l6d 

Wyft  that  the  Scattjmen  fa  ner 
With  thair  bataillrs  wer. 
Thai  tuk  to  confaile  that  diat  nycht. 
For  it  wes  layt,  thai  wald  not  fycht : 
Bot  on  the  morne,  in  Ae  mornyng,  16^ 

Weile  fone  eftre  the  fonc  ryfyng. 
Thai  fuld  ifch  furth  all  that  thar  war. 
Tharfor  that  nycht  thai  did  na  mar: 

N  4  Bot 
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Bot  berberTt  tfaaim,  on  ajrtfair  paurtf. 

That  i^ht  tbe  Sc§iii  cumpany  mjo 

War  wachyt  weill,  qpcht  all  at  njcht. 

And  on  the  mome^  quhen  day  wes  Ijch^ 

la  twa  bataills  dial  tfaaim  arayit. 

Thai  ftud  widi  baners  all  dii^yi^ 

For  die  bataill  all  redy  boun.  175 

And  diai,  that  war  widiin  the  toiuiy 

Quhen  fone  wes  ryfyn  fchenand  der. 

Send  fiirdi  off  thaim  that  within  wer, 

Fyfty,  to  fe  the  conten]mg 

OflF  Scotts  mettj  and  thair  cummyng.  180 

And  thai  raid  fiirth,  and  iaw  thaim  fone  ; 

Syne  come  agane  withowtyn  hone* 

And  quhen  thai  famyn  lychtyt  war. 
Thai  tauld  thair  lords,  that  war  thar. 
That  Scotts  men  femyt  to  be  185 

Worthy  and  off  grct  bounte. 
Bot  thai  ar  not,  withowtyn  wer, 
Haff  dell  a  dyner  till  us  her. 
The  lordys  had  off  this  tithing 
Gret  joy,  and  gret  recomforting*  .  190 

And  gert  men  throw  the  cite  cry 
That  alliuld  arme  thaim  haftily. 

Quhen  thai  war  arm]rt,  and  purwayit; 
And  for  the  fycht  all  hale  arayit;  « 

Thai  went  thaim  furth  in  gud  aray.  195 

Sone  with  diair  fayis  aflemblyt  thai  | 

That 
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That  kcpyt  thaim  rycht  hardily. 

The  ftour  begouth  thar  cruelly. 

For  aythir  part  fct  all  thair  mycht 

To  rufche  thair  fayis  in  the  fycht;  ao» 

And  with  all  mycht  on  othyr  dang. 

The  ftalwart  ftour  leftyt  wele  lang. 

That  men  mycht  na  periavc,  na  fe, 

Quha  maift  that  thar  abowe  fuld  be*. 

For  fra  fone  eftre  the  fone  ryffing,  205 

Quhill  eftre  myd  mornc,  the  fechting 

Leftyt  intill  fik  a  dout. 

Bot  than  Schyr  Eduuard,  that  wes  ftou^ 

With  all  thaim  ofFhys  cumpany, 

Schot  apon  thaim  fa  fturdely,  2lO 

That  thai  mycht  thole  na  mar  the  fycht. 

All  in  a  frufche  thai  tuk  the  flycht. 

And  thai  folowyt  full  cgrely : 

In  all  the  toun  commonaly 

Thai  entryt,  bath  entre  melle.  ai  j 

Thar  men  mycht  feloune  flauchtrc  fe : 

For  the  rycht  nobill  Erie  Thomas 

That  with  hys  rout  folowyit  the  chais. 

Maid  fwilk  a  flauchtre  in  the  toun. 

And  fwa  feloune  occifioun,  2aa 

That  thais  rewys  all  bludy  war 

OfF  flayne  men,  that  war  liand  thar. 


The  lords  war  gottyn  all  away. 
And  quhen  the  toun,  as  I  yow  fay, 

Ver.  1X1.  Ri*wj^  are  ftreeu  i  run,  Fr. 


Wet 
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Wes  throw  gret  force  ofFfcchting  t»nc,  125' 

And  all  thair  feyis  fled  or  flajme ; 

Thai  herberyt  thaim  all  in  the  toun. 

Quhar  off  widlaill  wes  fic  fufioun. 

And  fwa  gret  haboundance  off  vryncy 

That  the  gud  Erie  had  dowtyne  %^o 

That  off  thair  men  fuld  drunkjm  be, 

And  mak  in  drunkynes  foim  meI16. 

Tharfor  he  maid  off  wyne  leverc 

To  ilk  man,  that  he  payit  fuld  be, 

And  thai  had  all  yneuch  perfey.  235 

That  nycht  rycht  weill  at  efe  war  thai ; 

And  rycht  blyth  off  the  gret  honour 

That  thaim  befell  for  thair  walour. 

Eftyr  this  fycht  thai  foioumyt  thar 
Into  Dundalkj  thre  dayis  but  mar.  24a 

Syne  tulc  thai  futhwarts  thair  way. 
The  Erie  Thomas  wes  forouth  ay. 
And,  as  thai  raid  throw  the  countre, 
Thai  mycht  apon  the  hyllis  fc 
Swa  mony  men,  it  wes  ferly.  ^^j 

And  quhen  the  Erie  wald  fturdely 
Drcfs  hym  to  thaim  with  hys  baner. 
Thai  wald  fley  all  that  thar  wer  ; 
Swa  that  in  fycht  not  ane  abaid. 
And  thai  futhwarts  thair  wayis  raid  250 

Quhill  till  a  gret  foreft  come  thsp, 
Kylrofi  it  hat,  as  Ik  hard  fay. 

Ver.  25s.  Kjirofe  is  9^&i  unknown  to  the  editor. 

And 
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t 

And  thai  tuk  all  thaif  berbery  Aar. 

In  all  this  tyme  Richard  off  ClaK| 

That  wes  the  King's  luftenand  755 

Off  the  barnage  off  Irland^ 

A  gret  oft  he  affemblyt  had. 

Thai  war  fyve  bataills,  gret  and  braid, 

That  foucht  Schyr  Eduuard  and  hys  men. 

Weill  ner  hym  war  thai  cummyn  then.  266 

He  gat  fone  wittring  that  thai  wer 

Cummand  on  hym ;  and  war  fa  nttm 

Hys  men  he  dreffyt,  thaim  agayn, 

And  gert  thaim  ftoutly  to  the  playn. 

And  fyne  the  Erie  thaim  come  to  fe;  I65 

And  Schyr  Philip  the  Mowbray  fend  he. 

And  Schyr  IhoKb  Stewart  went  alfua^ 

Furth  to  difcouer  the  way  thai  ta. 

Thai  faw  the  oft  fone  cum  at  hand ; 
Thai  wer  to  gefs  fyfty  thowfand.  %'j% 

Hame  till  Schyr  Eduuard  raid  thai  thefi) 
And  faid  weill  thai  war  mony  men. 
He  faid  agayne,  "  The  roa  thai  be, 
**  The  mar  honour  all  out  haff  we, 
"  Giff  that  we  bcr  us  manlily.  27 J 

i<  We  ar  fet  her  in  juparty 
♦'  To  wyn  honour,  or  for  to  dey, 
"  We  ar  to  fer  fra  hame  to  fley, 
*^  Tharfor  lat  ilk  man  worthy  be. 
^<  Yone  ar  gadryngs  off  this  countre  %  2S0 

"And 
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*'  And  thai  fall  fley,  I  trow,  lychly, 
<^  And  men  ailaile  thaim  manlily." 

All  faid  than  that  thai  weile  fuld  do. 
With  that  approchand  ner  thaim  to 
The  bataills  come,  redy  to  fycht ;  285 

And  thai  met  thaim  witli  mekill  mycht ; 
That  war  ten  thowfand  worthy  men. 
The  Scotts  men  all  on  fute  war  then, 
And  thai  on  ftedys  trappyt  weiie  ; 
Sum  helyt  all  in  irne  and  ftele,  290 

Bot  Scotts  meftj  at  thair  meting. 
With  fpers  perfyt  thair  armyhg; 
And  ftekyt  horfs,  and  men  doun  bar* 
A  feloun  fechting  wes  then  thar. 
I  cannot  tell  thair  ftrakys  all ;  295 

Na  quha  in  fycht  gert  othyr  fall. 
fiot  in  fchort  tyme,  Ik  undreta, 
Thai  off  Irlani  war  conqueryt  fua. 
That  thai  durft  than  abid  na  mar  j 
Bot  fled  fcalyt,  all  that  thai  war.  300 

And  levyt  in  the  bataiJl  fted 
Weill  many  off  thair  gud  men  ded. 
Off  wappnys,  armyng,  and  dede  men, 
The  feld  wes  hely  ftrowyt  then. 

That  gret  oft  rudly  rufchyt  was :  305 

Bot  Schyr  Eduuarp  let  na  ma  chas. 

Bot 
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Bot  with  prlfouners,  that  thai  had  tane. 

Thai  till  the  woud  agayne  ar  gane : 

Quhar  that  thair  harnayfs  levyt  wer. 

That  nycht  thai  maid  thair  men  gud  cher ;      3x0 

And  lovyt  God  faft  off  hys  grace. 

The  gud  knycht,  that  fa  worthy  was, 

Till  Judas  Machabeus  mycht 

Be  liknyt  weill,  into  that  fycht  j 

Forfuk  na  moltitud  off  men,  315 

Quhill  he  had  ane  aganys  ten. 

Thus  I  faid  Richard  off  Clar, 
And  hys  gret  oft,  rebutyt  war. 
Bot  he  about  hym  not  forthy 
Was  gaderand  men  ay  ythenly.  32^ 

For  he  thoucht  yheit  to  cower  hys  caft; 
It  angyrryt  hym  rycht  ferly  faft. 
That  twifs  intill  bataill  wes  he 
Difcomfyt,  with  a  few  menye. 

And  Scotts  merij  that  to  the  foreft  325 

War  rydand,  for  to  male  thair  reft. 
All  thais  twa  nychts  thar  thai  lay. 
And  maid  thaim  myrth,  folace,  and  play. 

Towart  Tdymfy  fyne  thai  raid. 
Ane  Irfche  King,  that  ayth  haid  maid  330 

Ver.  319.  Tdjmfj  is  unknown.    Editiont  itad  Sndr^. 

T6 
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To  Schyr  Eouuard  off  fcwtc. 

For  forouth  thsu*  hym  prcfyt  bie» 

To  fe  hys  land,  tha[^  na  vnSbxUf 

Na  noucbt,  that  mycht  thaim  help,  ibid  fiuil. 

Schyr  Eduuard  trowyt  in  hys  hycbts  }}$ 

And  with  hy?  rout  raid  thyddir  rycht. 

A  gret  rewyr  he  gert  faym  pais  s 

And  in  a  rycht  fayr  place,  AeU  was 

ilawch  by  a  bourne,  be  gert  thaim  tt 

Thair  berbery :  and  faid  he  wald  ga  34$ 

To  ger  men  wi£bill  to  thaim  bring. 

He  held  hys  way,  but  mar  duelling : 

For  to  betraifs  thaim  wes  hys  thoucbt* 

In  fic  a  place  he  hes  thaim  broucht, 

For  off  twa  journais  weill,  atxl  maf)  345 

All  the  cateU  withdrawyn  war. 

Swa  that  thai  in  that  land  mycht  get 

Nathing  that  worth  war  for  till  ete* 

With  hungyr  he  thoucht  diaim  to  feblis, 

Syne  bryng  on  thaim  thair  enemyfs.  350 

This  fids  traytour's  men  had  maid, 
A  litill  quhar  he  herbryit  had 
Schyr  Edvitaro  and  the  ScottifmgM^ 
The  ifchow  off  a  louch  to  den  i 
And  leyt  it  out  into  the  nycht.  355 

Tke  watre  thao,  with  fwilk  a  mycbt, 

▼cR  345.  That  is,  the  cattle  were  reooved  to  a  diftance 
/tf  two  days*  march, 

Oa 


On  Schyr  Eduuaad's  men  com  dou% 

That  thai  in  perill  war  to  droun. 

For  or  thai  wyil  on  flot  war  thai  1 

With  mekill  payn  thai  gat  away  1  j6o 

Aid  held  thair  lyfF,  as  God  gaff  grace. 

Bot  off  thair.  harnyfs  tynt  thar  was. 

He  maid  thaim  na  gud  feft,  pcr&y  ^ 

And  not  forthy  yneuch  had  thai. 

For  thouch  thaim  failyt  off  the  mete^  36$ 

I  warn  yow  weill  thai  war  wele  wet# 

In  gret  diftrefs  thar  war  thai  ftad  : 
For  gret  default  off  mete  thai  had. 
And  thai  betwix  rewers  twa 
War  fet ;  and  m jcht  pafs  name  off  tbu  37O 

The  Bane  that  is  ane  arm  off  the  ft^ 
That  with  horfs  may  not  pafiyt  be, 
Wes  betwix  thaim,  and  HuUjftir. 
Thai  had  bene  in  gret  perill  ther  i 
Ne  war  a  fcowmar  off  the  fe,  /375 

Thomas  off  Downe  hattyn  wes  h^ 
Hard  that  the  oft  fa  ftraytly  than 
Was  ftad ;  and  fal]rt  up  the  Bany 
Quhill  he  come  wde  ner  quhar  thai  la/» 
Thai  knew  hym  wele,  and  blyth  war  thai.       3to 

Ver.  363,  364.  <  He  gave  them  no  good  entcrtaimncDt,  in 
laith,  and  yet  they  had  eoough*^ 

Vcr.  371.  The  river  Boyne?  > 

With 
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With  four  (chyppis,  that  he  had  tane^ 
He  fet  thaim  our  the  Ban  ilkane. 
And  quhen  thai  com  in  biggit  land^ 
Wi^ill  and  mete  yneuch  thai  fsLxid. 
And  in  a  wod  thaim  herberyt  thai }  385 

Nane  off  the  land  wyft  quhar  thai  lay. 
Thei  efyt  thaim,  and  maid  gud  cher. 
Intill  that  tym  befid  thaim  wer 
With  a  gret  oft  Schyr  Rych ard  off  Clar  ; 
And  othyrs  gret  off  Irland  wcr  390 

Herbyryt  in  a  foreft  fyd. 
And  ilk  day  thai  gert  men  ryd, 
To  bryng  widaill  on  fer  manerjrs 
To  thaim,  fra  the  toun  off  Coignersi 
That  wele  ten  gret  myle  wes  thaim  fra.  395 

Ilk  day,  as  thai  wald  cum  and  ga. 
Thai  come  to  the  Scetts  oft  fa  ner, 
That  hot  twa  myle  betwix  thaim  war. 
And  quhen  the  Erie  Thomas  perfawing 
Had  off  thair  cummyng  and  thair  ganging,      400 
He  gat  hym  a  jgud  cumpany, 
Thre  hundre  on  horfs,  wycht  and  hardy ; 
Ther  wes  Schyr  Philip  the  Mowbray, 
And  Sir  John  Stewart  als  perfays 
And  Schyr  Alane  Stewart  alfua,  405 

Schyr  Robert  Boid  \  and  othyr  ma. 

Ver.  383.  <  Biggit  land'  it  land  where  there  were  houiet 
•r  buildings. 
Vcr.  394.  Coynert.    Annals. 

Thai 
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Tha  raid  to  mete  the  wiftalers. 

That  with  thair  wiiSall  fra  Cosgners 

Come  haldand  to  thair  oft  the  way. 

Swa  fedanly  on  thaim  fchot  thai,  4^^ 

That  thai  war  fua  abayfit  all, 

That  thai  leyt  all  thair  wapnys  fall ; 

And  mercy  pitoufly  gan  cry. 

And  thai  tuk  thaim  in  thair  mercy, 

And  has  thaim  up  fa  clenly  tane,  4^5 

That  oiF  thaim  all  efchapyt  nane. 

The  Erie  ofF  thaim  gatt  wittring 
That  off  thair  oft,  in  the  ewynyng, 
Wald  cum  out  at  the  wodds  fid, 
And  agaynys  thair  widbill  rid :  4^^ 

He  thoucht  than  on  a  juperty, 
And  gert  hys  mengye  halely 
Dycht  thaim  in  the  prifonours  aray : 
Thair  penownys  als  with  thaim  tuk  thai. 
And  quhill  the  nycht  wes  ner  thai  bad,  425 

And  fyne  towart  the  oft  thai  raid.  ' 

Sum  oft*  thair  mekill  oft  has  fene 
Thair  come ;  and  wead  thai  had  bene 
Thair  wii^ours,     Tharfor  thai  raid 
Agaynes  thaim,  fcalyt,  for  thai  had  43O 

Na  dred  that  thai  thair  fayis  war ; 
And  thainri  hungryt  als  weill  far. 
Tharfor  thai  come  abandounly. 
And  quhen  thai  wer  ner^  in  grct  by 

Vol.  II.  O  The 
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The  Erie,  and  all  that  with  hym  war,  435 

Rufchyt  on  thaim  with  wapnys  bar  i 

And  thair  enfenyeis  hey  gan  cry. 

Than  thai,  that  faw  fwa  fedanly 

Thair  fayis  ding  on  thaim,  war  fa  rad, 

That  thai  na  hart  to  help  thaim  had.  440 

Bot  to  the  oft  thair  way  gan  ta ; 

And  thai  chafTyt,  and  fwa  fele  gan  fla, 

That  all  the  feldys  ftrowyt  war. 

Ma  than  a  thowfand  ded  war  thar« 

Rycht  till  thair  oft  thai  gan  thaim  chafs ;  445 

And  fyne  agayne  thair  wayis  tais. 


In  this  wyfs  we$  the  wi£bill  tane ; 
And  off  the  Irche  men  mony  flane. 
The  Erie  fyne,  with  hys  cumpany, 
Prefoners  and  widbllers  halily,  450 

Thai  broucht  till  Schyr  Eduuard  all  fwythj 
And  he  wes  off  thair  cummyn  blyth. 
That  nycht  thai  maid  thaim  mery  cher  ; 
For  rycht  all  at  thair  eyfs  thai  wer : 
Thai  war  ay  walkyt  fykyrly.  455 

And  thair  fayis,  on  the  tothyr  party, 
Quhen  thai  hard  how  thair  men  war  flayne. 
And  how  thair  wiAal  als  wes  tane, 
Thai  tuk  to  confaill  that  thai  wald 
Thair  way  towart  Coigners  hald ;  460 

And  berbery  in  the  cite  ta. 
And  then  in  gret  by  thai  hafF  don  fua  s 

And 
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And  raid  be  nycht  to  the  cite. 

Thai  fand  thair  oflF  wifbill  gret  plenty ; 

And  maid  thaim  rycht  mcry  chcr,  465 

For  all  traift  in  the  toun  thai  wer. 

A  pen  the  morn  thai  fend  to  fpy 
Quhar  Scotts  men  had  tane  herbery. 
Bot  thai  with  all  als  tane, 

And  broucht  rycht  till  the  oft  ilkane.  470 

The  Erie  ofFMuRREFF  rycht  mekly 
Speryt  at  ane  of  thair  cumpany, 
Quhar  thair  oft  wes ;  and  quhat  thai  thoucht 
To  do  ?  And  faid  hym,  giff  he  moucht 
Fynd  that  to  hym  the  futh  faid  he,  475 

He  fuld  gang  hame  but  ranfoum  fre. 
He  faid,  "  Forfuth  I  fall  yow  fay, 
"  Thai  thynk  to  morne,  quhen  it  is  day, 
"  To  fek  yow,  with  all  thair  mengye, 
<^  GifF  thai  may  get  wit  quhar  ye  be.  480 

"  Thai  hafF  gert  throw  the  countre  cry, 
<J  OfFpayne  ofFlyff,  full  fellounly, 
"  That  all  the  men  off  this  countre 
"  To  nycht  into  the  cyte  be. 
"  And  trewly  thai  fall  be  fa  fele  485 

"  That  ye  fall  na  wyfs  with  thaim  dele." 
*  Depardew,'  faid  he,  '  weill  may  be  !  * 
To  Schyr  Eduuard,  with  that,  yeid  hej 
And  tauld  hym  utrely  this  tale. 
Than  haff  thai  tane  for  cunfaill  hale  490 

O  2  That 
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Abad  ftoutly  to  ma  debate : 
And  othyr  fum  ar  fled  thair  gate. 
And  into  wele  fchort  tyme  war  tha. 
That  maid  a  reft,  contreryit  fua. 
That  thai  fled  halyly  thair  gat. 
And  thai  thaim  chaflyt  rycht  to  the  jrat ; 
And  a  gret  part  ofF  thaim  hes  flayn ; 
And  fyne  went  till  thair  oft  agayn. 
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ARGUMENT. 

The  ftrd  battle  wan  be  Erl  Edward  In  IrlanJ'^ 
be  is  declarit  King  of  Irland.^-^Detb  of  Scbir 
Neil  Fleming. 

Tbe  poet  returnis  to  King  Robert,  qubafubdues  tbe 
///V.— Douglas  iil/s  Edmond  dr  CailloWy 
179^  Schir  Robert  Nevil. 
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C^UHEN  thai  within  hcs  fcnc  fua  flap 
Thair  men,  and  chaflyt  hame  agayn, 
Thai  war  all  wa ;  and  in  grct  hy 
•*  Till  armys  !"  hely  gan  thai  cry. 
Than  armyt  thaim  all  that  thar  war, 
And  for  the  bataill  maid  thaim  yar* 
Thai  ifchyt  owt,  all  wcle  arayit. 
Into  the  bataill,  baner  difplayit ; 
Bowne  on  thair  beft  wifs  till  aflaill 
Thair  fayis  into  fele  bataill. 

And  quhen  Schyr  Philip  the  Mowbray 
Saw  thaim  ifch  in  fa  gud  aray. 
Till  Schyr  Eduuard  the  Bruyss  went  he  j 
And  faid,  "  Schyr,  it  is  gud  that  we 
"  Schap  for  fum  flycht  that  may  awaile, 
**  To  help  us  into  this  bataill. 
<^  Our  men  ar  quhoyne,  but  thai  haflF  will 
^  To  do  mar  than  thai  may  fulfill. 
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Ver.  I.  April  1316. 
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^  Tharfor  I  rcdc  our  cariage, 

<*  Forowtyn  ony  man  or  pagCf  70 

^^  Be  thaimfelwyn  arayit  be ; 

^<  And  ^ai  fall  feyme  far  mar  than  we« 

^  Set  we  befor  thaim  our  baners, 

**  Yonc  folk  that  cumys  out  of  Coigmrs^ 

*^  Quhen  thai  our  baners  thar  may  fe,  2  tf 

^  Sail  trew  traiftly  that  thar  ar  we : 

^*  And  thyddir  in  grethy  fail  thai  rid. 

*<  Cum  we  then  on  thaim  at  a  fid, 

**  And  we  fall  be  at  awantage  5 

**  For  fra  thai  in  our  cariage  JQ 

**  Be  entryt,  thai  fall  cumbryt  be ; 

^^  And  than,  with  all  our  mycht,  may  we 

**  Lay  on,  and  do  all  that  we  may," 

AH  as  he  ordanyt  done  haiFthai. 

And  thai  that  come  out  off  Coigners  3c 

Addreflyt  thaim  Xo  the  baners  j 

And  fmate  with  fpurs  in  hy  j 

And  rufhit  amang  tham  fedanly. 

The  barrell  ferrars  that  war  thar 

Cumbryt  thaim  hft  that  rydand  war.  aq 

And  then  die  Erie,  with  hys  bataill, 
Come  on,  and  fadly  gan  aflailK 
And  Schyr  Eduuard^  a  litill  by, 
Aflemblyt  fua  rycht  hardely. 
That  mony  a  fey  fell  undre  fete.  ^c 

The  feld  wox  fone  off  blud  all  wete. 

With 
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With  fa  gret  felny  th'ar  thai  faucht ; 

And  fic  routs  till  othyr  raucht, 

With  ftok,  with  ftane,  and  with  retrct. 

As  a}rthir  part  gan  othyr  bet  i  50 

That  it  wes  hidwyfs  for  t6  fe. 

Thai  mantenyt  that  gret  melle 

Sa  knychtlyk  apon  aythir  fid, 

Gifland  and  takand  routs  roid, 

That  pryme  wes  paflyt,  or  men  mycht  k^         5  j 

Quha  maft  at  thar  abow  mycht  be* 

Bot  fone  eftre  that  pryme  wes  paft 

The  ScotiS  rrien  dang  on  fa  fiifl-, 

And  fchot  on  thaim  at  abandoun, 

As  ilk  man  war  a  campion,  60 

That  all  thair  fayis  tuk  the  flycht. 

•Wes  nane  off  thaim,  that  wes  ia  wycht^ 

That  ewir  dilrft  abid  hys  fer } 

Bot  ilk  man  fled  hys  wayis  fef* 

To  the  toun  fled  the  maift  party«  65 

And  Erie  Thomas  fa  egfyly. 
And  hys  route,  chafllyt  with  iwerds  bar^ 
That  all  amang  thaim  mellyt  war, 
That  altogyddir  come  in  the  toiin. 
Than  wes  the  flauchtre  fa  feloune,  yo 

That  all  the  niys  ran  off  blud. 
Thaim  that  thai  gat  to  dede  all  yhud  ; 
Swa  that  than  weill  ner  war  dede 
As  fele  as  in  the  bataill  ftede. 

B  3  The 
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The  Syvcwanne  wes  takya  thwr.  yf 

Bot  fa  rad  wes  Rycha&d  off  Ci^ar^ 
That  he  fled  to  the  ibuth  countre. 
AU  that  moneth  I  trow  that  he 
Sail  haf  na  gud  will  for  to  fycht. 
Schyr  Ihone  Stewart,  a  noble  knycht^         to 
Wes  woundyt  throw  the  body  thar^ 
With  a  fper  that  fcharply  fchar. 
Bot  to  MintpelUr  went  he  fyne, 
And  lay  thar  lang  intill  helyne : 
And  at  the  laft  helyt  wes  he.  85 

Schyr  Eduuard  than,  with  hys  menyc^ 
Tuk  in  die  toun  thair  berbery. 
That  nycht  thai  blyth  war,  and  joly^ 
For  the  widour  that  thai  had  thar. 
And  on  the  tnorne,  forowtyn  mar,  ^ 

Schyr  Eduuard  gert  men  gang  and  ie 
All  the  wiSaill  off.  that  cyte ; 
And  thai  &nd  (ic  foyfoun  tharln 
Off  corne,  and  flour,  and  wax,  and  wyne^ 
That  thai  off  it  had  gret  ferly.  95 

And  Schyr  Eduuard  gert  halily 
Intill  Cra^ergus  caryit  be. 
Syne  thyddir  went  hys  men  and  be^ 
And  held  the  fege  iiill  ftarwartly, 
Quhill  Palme  Sonday  wes  paffit  by.  too 

Ver.  75.  Editions  read  the  *  The  S*wafpt.^    I  cannot 
interpret  either. 

Ver.  83.  Hence  it  appears  that,  even  in  tfaefe  times,  Moutt 
pclier  was  £simous  for  it's  inrigorating  dimc^ 

Than, 


Than,  quhlU  the  Twyfday  in  Payfi-wouk, 
On  aythcr  half  thai  trewys  touk ; 
Swa  that  thai  mycht  that  haly  tid 
In  pennance,  and  in  pryer  bid* 

Bot,  apon  the  Pafche-ewyn  rychf^  105 

To  the  caftell,  into  the  nych^ 
Fra  Dewillyne  fchippys  come  fyften^ 
Chargyt  with  arpiyt  men  bedene : 
^our  thowiand  trow  I  weill  thai  war* 
In  the  caftell  thai  entryt  ar :  1x9 

The  Mawnd WEILL  auld  Schyr  Thqmas 
Capitane  off  that  meuye  was, 

Intill  the  caftell  priuely 
Thai  entryt,  for  thai  had  gret  (py 
That  mony  off  Schyr  Eduu AR08  men  1 1% 

War  fcalyt  in  the  countre  then* 
Tharfor  thai  (houcht  in  the  mornyng 
Till  ifch,  but  langer  delaying, 
And  to  fupprifs  tbaim  fuddanly^ 
For  thai  thoucht  thai  fuld  traiftly,  f  20 

For  the  trewys  that  takyn  war. 
Bot  I  trow  tilfet  euirmar 
Sail  haif  unfayr  and  ewill  ending. 
JSchyr  Edouard  wyft  off  this  nathing; 
For  off  trefoun  had  he  na  thoucht.  125 

Bot  for  the  trew  he  lewyt  noucht 

Vcr.  107.  Dublin,  on  ancient  coins  D;j(fk9» 
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To  fet  wachis  to  the  caftell : 

Ilk  nycht  he  gert  men  w^k  it  wele. 

And  Nelb  Flemyno  wachit  that  nycht. 

With  fexty  men,  worthy  and. wjrcht,  13d 

•  And  alfone  ^s  the  day  Wes  cief^ 
Hiai  that  within  the  caftell  wdr 
Had  armyt  thaim,  and  maid  thaim  hourly 
And  fone  thair  bryg  awalyt  doun, 
And  ifchit  into  grct  plchte.  135 

!And  quhen  Nele  FItEmming  gan  thaim  fe, 
He  fend  ane  to  the.  King  in  hy ; 
And  faid  to  thaim  that  war  hym  by, 
^*  Now  fall  men  fe,  Ik  undretak, 
^  Quha  dar  dey  for  hys  Lords  fak*  I40 

**  Now  ber  yow  wiill,  for  fykyrly 
^  With  all  diis  fnenye  fccht  will  I. 
*'  Intill  bargane  thaim  hald  fall  we, 
"  Quhill  that  our  mayfter  army  ^be.'* 

Ver.  137.  Edward  fBruce  was  not  crowned  king  of  Ireland 
tin  sd  May,  1316.  ^  Amudt, 

See  a  letter  from  Sir  Griffith  Lhiyd,  who  rebelled  in  Wales, 
to  Edward  Bruce,  in  Caradoc  of  Llancarvon's  hiftory  of 
Wales,  London,  1697,  8vo.  p.  311.  NobUi  in  tBrtfto  CoH^ 
qu^orit  Edwardo  lU^/hifimo  Regi  HibemUy  &c.  iSir  Grif- 
^th  entreats  his  Tupj^  againil  the  king  of  Bngland*  The 
aafwer  of  king  Edward  it  given  ^,  ^ii, 

Edward  Bruce's  conqtieft  of  Ireland,  tho*  of  ihoft  du- 
ration, is  ftrong  in  the  tradition  of  the  Irifli  $  and  many  fortt 
are  called  Bruce's  caftles*  See  Hamilton's  Remarks  on  tht 
northern  ptuts  of  Ireland,  ^c. 

And 
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And  with  that  word  aflemblyt  thai.  145 

Thai  wcr  to  few  all  out,  perfiiy. 

With  fic  a  grct  rout  for  to  fycht* 

Bot  not  forthy  with  all  thair  mycht 

Thai  dang  on  thaim  fa  hardely. 

That  all  thair  fayis  had  gret  ferly,  150 

That  thai  war  all  oiF  fwilk  manheid^ 

As  thai  na  dreid  had  oiF  thair  dede*. 

Bot  thair  fayis  fa  gan  aflaile, 

That  na  worfchip  thar  mycht  awaill. 

Than  thai  war  flane  up  euirilkane^  15$ 

Sa  clene,  that  thar  cfchapyt  nane. 


And  the  man  that  went  to  the  King, 
For  to  warne  hym  oflF  thair  ifching, 
Warnyt  hym  in  full  gret  hy : 
Schyr  Eduuard  wes  comonaly 
Callyt  the  King  off  Irland. 
And  quhen  he  hard  file  thing  on  hand, 
In  full  gret  haft  he  gat  hys  ger. 
Twclf  wycht  men  in  hys  cbambre  wcr, 
That  armyt  thaim  in  full  grct  hy. 
Syne  with  hys  baner  hardely 
The  mydds  ofF  the  toun  he  tays. 
Weill  ner  cumand  war  hys  fayis. 
That  had  delt  all  thair  men  in  thre : 
The  Mawndweill,  with  a  gret  menye, 
Rycht  throw  the  toun  the  way  held  doun } 
The  lave  on  aythir  fyd  the  toun 


i6» 


165 


176 


Held, 
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Hdd,  to  mete  thaim  that  fleand  war. 

Thai  thoucht  that  all  that  thai  hnd  thar 

Suld  dey,  but  ranfoun,  euirUkane :  175 

Bot  othyrwayi^  the  gle  is  gane. 

'.    For  Schyr  Eduuard,  with  hys  baner. 
And  hys  twelff I  tauld  yow  offer. 
On  all  the  rowte  fwa  hardely 
Aflemblyt,  that  it  wes  ferly.  180 

For  Gib  Harpar  befor  hym  yeid. 
That  wes  the  douchteaft  in  deid 
That  than  wes  leuand,  off  hys  ftate  i 
And  with  an  ax  maid  hym  fie  gat^ 
That  he  the  fyrft  fellyt  to  ground.  185 

And  off  thre,  in  a  litill  ftound, 
The  Mawndweill  be  hys  armyng 
-^le  knew,  and  rout  hym  fik  a  fwing 
That  he  till  erd  yeid  haftily. 
Schyr  Eouuarb,  that  wes  ner  h)rm  by,  190 

Reuerfyt  hym,  and  with  a  knyff 
Rycht  in  that  place  reft  hym  the  lyff. 

With  that  kM  Ardr^jfam  Fergus, 
That  wes  a  knycht  rycht  curageous, 
Aflemblyt  with  fexty  and  ma*  295 

Thai  preflyt  than  thair  fayis  fua, 

Yer.  X93.  Fergus  of  Ardroflan,  according  to  the  Annalift, 
was  flain  16th  January,  1316.  But  in  1 310  he  is  one  of  die 
^cotiih  Barons  who  addrefs  the  famous  letter  to  the  Pope. 

That 
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That  thai  that  bw  thair  lord  flaync^ 

Tynt  hart,  and  wald  haf  bene  agaync 

And  ay  as  Scotts  men  mycht  be 

Army t,  thai  come  to  the  melle :  90O 

And  dang  apon  thair  £iyis  fua^ 

That  thai  all  the  bak  gan  ta ; 

And  thai  thaim  chaiTyt  to  the  yat, 

Thar  wes  hard  fecht,  and  gret  debat* 

Thar  flew  Schyr  Eouuard,  with  bjrs  hand^   205 

A  knycht  diat  oflF  all  Irland 

Wes  callyt  belt,  and  off  maift  bounte. 

To  fyrnam  Mawndweill  had  he, 

Hys  awne  name  I  can  noucht  fay« 

Sot  hys  folk  to  fa  hard  aflay  210 

War  fet,  as  thai  off  the  dungeoun 

Durfl:  opjm  na  yhat,  na  brig  lat  doun. 

And  Schyr  Eduuard,  Ik  tak  on  band, 

Soucht  thaim  that  (led  thar  to  warand 

Sa  felly,  that  off  all  perfay  MJ 

That  ifchit  apon  hym  that  day, 

Thar  eichapyt  neuir  ane, 

Bot  thaim  war  aythir  tane  or  flane. 

For  to  the  fycht  Maickakill  then 
Come,  with  twa  hundreth  fpermen.  220 

,   And  thai  flew  all  thai  mycht  to  wyn. 
This  ilk  Maknakill,  with  a  gyn, 


Vcr.  %%%,  A  g^  is  hert  a  ftratagem. 


Wan 
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Wan  oflFduiir  fchippys  four  or  fyvc  ; 
And  haly  reft  die  men  diair  lyve. 

Quhen  end  wes  maid  o(F  dits  (echting^         22  j 
Ycit  then  wes  lyfFand  Nele  Flemyng. 
Schyr  Eduuard  went  hym  for  to  fe| 
About  hym  flayne  lay  hys  menye 
All  in  a  lump,  on  aythir  hand  i 
And  he  redy  to  dey,  throwand*  230 

Schyr  Eduuard  had  off  hym  pite^ 
And  hym  full  gretly  menyt  he ; 
And  regretyt  hys  gcet  manheid. 
And  hys  worfchip,  and  douchty  deid* 
Sic  mayn  he  maid  men  had  gret  ferly  ;  235 

For  he  wes  not  cuftummabilly 
Wont  for  to  mayne  men  ony  thing ; 
Na  wald  not  her  men  mak  menying. 
He  ftud  tharby  till  he  wes  ded ; 
And  fyne  had  hym  till  haly  fted ;  24O 

And  hym  with  worfchip  gert  he  be 
Erdyt,  with  gret  folymnyte. 

On  this  wyfs  ifchit  Mawndweill. 
Bot  felcyrly  fklfet  and  gyle 
Sail  alwayis  haf  an  iwill  ending,  945 

As  Weill  Is  fene  by  this  ifching. 
In  tyme  off  trewys  ifchyt  thai ;    ^ 
And  in  fic  tyme  as  on  Pafche-day, 

Ver.  a2  5.  This  battle,  in  which  Sir  Neil  FIcmiog  was  flain, 
was  fought  on  the  1 1  th  April,  1316.    AnnaU, 

Quhen 
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Quhen  God  raifs  for  to  Ikuf  mankyne^ 

Fra  wein  of  auld  Adamys  fync.  2S« 

Tharfor  la  gret  myfchance  thaim  fell 

That  ilk  ane,  as  ye  hard  me  tell. 

War  flayn  up,  or  takyn  thar* 

And  thai,  that  in  the  caftell  war, 

War  fet  intill  fa  gret  a  ftour,  ^55 

For  thai  couth  fe  quhar  na  fuccour 

Suld  come  to  releyfF;  and  thai 

Tretyt ;  and  till  a  fchort  day 

The  caftell  till  hym  yauld  fre, 

To  fauiF  diaim  lyfF,  and  lym.    And  he  260 

Held  thaim  full  well  hys  cunnand. 

The  caftell  tuk  he  in  hys  hand ; 

And  wyttalyt  wele ;  and  has  fet 

A  gud  wardane  it  for  to  kept. 

And  a  quhill  tharin  reftyt  he ;  965 

Off  hym  na  mar  now  fpek  will  w^« 

Bot  to  King  Robert  will  we  gang. 
That  we  hafF  left  unfpokyn  off  lang. 
Quhen  he  had  conwoyit  to  the  fe 
Hys  brodyr  Eduuard,  and  hys  menye,  ayo 

And  othyr  men  off  gret  noblay, 
To  Tarbart  thai  held  thair  way, 

In 

Vcr.  167 •  The  poet  returns  to  the  year  1315,  in  whicb 
king  Robert  fubdued  the  Hebudes :  the  chain  of  Iriih  tranf- 
a£Uon«  having  led  him  beyond  his  chronology. 

E(|iti(MM 
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In  galayis  ordanyt  for  thair  far. 

Bot  thaim  worthyt  draw  thair  Ichippjrs  thar  ; 

And  a  myle  wes  betwix  the  feys,  275 

Bot  that  wes  lompiqrt  all  with  treys. 

The  King  hys  fchyppis  thar  gert  draw. 

And  for  the  wynd  couth  ftoutly  blaw 

Apon  thair  bak,  as  thai  waM  ga^ 

He  gert  men  rapys  and  mafts  ta^  2S0 

And  fct  thaim  in  the  fchippys  hey. 

And  faylls  to  the  toppis  tey; 

And  gert  men  gang  tharby  drawand* 

The  wynd  thaim  helpyt  that  wes  blawand^ 

Swa  that,  in  a  litill  (pace,  S185 

Thair  flote  all  our  drawia  was^ 

And  quhen  thai  tbat  in  the  His  war 
bard  tell  how  the  gud  King  had  thar 
Gert  hys  fchippys  with  (kills  ga 
Owt  our  betwix  Tarbart  twa,  ago 

Thai  war  abayfit  fua  uttrely. 
'  For  thai  wyft>  throw  auld  prophecy, 

Sditions  after  ver.  270  infert  t 

With  hit  (hips  he  made  him  yase 
Into  the  lies  for  to  fare. 
Walter  Stewart  with  him  took  he. 
His  raaichy  and  with  hym  gret  roenye ; 
And  other  meny  &c« 
nightly  it  is  believed. 

The  Tarbat  is  the  narrow  neck  of  land  at  the  northern 
extremity  of  Cantire.  Magnus,  king  of  Norway,  is  faid  in 
1098  to  havei  in  like  manner^  drawn  his  ihips  acrofs  this  neck 
•fland. 

That 
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That  he  that  fuld  gar  fchyppis  fwa 

Betwix  the  feis  with  iaills  ga^ 

Suld  wyne  the  His  fua  till  hand,  1^ 

That  nane  with  ftrenth  fuld  hym  withftand. 

Tharfor  thai  come  all  to  the  King. 

Wes  nane  withftud  hys  bidding, 

Owtakyn  Ihone  oiFLoRNE  aUane. 

Bot  Weill  fone  eftre  wes  he  tane;  JOO 

And  prefent  rycht  to  the  King. 

And  thai  thar  war  off  hys  leding. 

That  till  the  King  had  brokyn  &y. 

War  djX  dede,  and  deftroyit  away. 

This  Ihone  o(FLorne  the  King  has  tane, 
And  fend  hym  furth  to  Dumbertam,  306 

A  quhill  in  prifoun  thar  to  be. 
Syne  to  Louchlewyn  fend  wes  he : 
Quhar  he  wes  quhill  thar  feftnyng  } 
I  trow  he  maid  tharin  ending.  316 

The  King  quhen  all  the  His  war 
Broucht  till  hys  liking,  les  and  mar. 
All  that  fefoun  thar  duellyt  he. 
At  hunting,  gamyn,  and  at  gle. 

Quhen  the  King  apon  this  maner  315 

Dawntyt  the  //I'j,  as  I  tell  her, 

Ver.  306.  Now  Dunbarton. 

Ver.  308.  The  caftle  in  LochlereOi  aftexward  the  prifon  of 
the  unfortunace  Mary. 

The 
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The  gud  Schyr  James  ofFDowGLAS 

Intill  the  foreft  duelland  was, 

D^fendand  worthely  the  land. 

That  tym  in  Berwik  wes  duelland  320 

Edmound  d£  Cailow,  a  Gafioune^ 

That  wcs  a  knycht  off  gret  renoune  j 

And  intill  Gafcouniy  hys  cuntre, 

IfOyd  off  gret  fenyowry  wes  bp« 

He  had  Berwik  in  keping :  325 

And  maid  a  priu^  g^dryng, 

And  gat  hym  a  gret  curopany 

Off  wicht  men  armit  jolely. 

And  the  nethyr  ende  off  TewidaU 

He  prayit  doun  till  hym  all  hale,  330 

Ai>d  off  the  Min  a  gret  party  i 

Syne  towart  Berwik  went  '\i\  hy, 

Schyr  Adam  off  Gordouk,  that  than 
Wcs  becommyn  ScotU  marty 
Saw  thaim  dryf  fua  away  thair  fe ;  335 

And  wend  thai  had  bene  quhone,  for  he 

Wal4 
Ver.  336.  Editions  read  : 

Sanu  them  drvmfi  oftuaj  his  fee ; 
And  nueind  they  whan  luerttfor  that  he 
Saw  but  the  fleeing  fluul  perfay. 
And  them  that  feezed  on  the  prey. 
Than  to  Sir  James  of  Pouglas 
In  full  great  hy  the  way  he  taes  $ 
And  told  how  Engliihmen  their  prey 
Had  tane  J  and  fyn  wer  went  away 
Toward  Berwick  with  all  their  fee. 
And  (aid  they  whe^  were:  and  if  h^ 

WM4 
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Wald  fped  hym,  he  fuld  weill  lichtly 

Wyn  thalni,  and  refkew  all  the  ky. 

With  knawis  and  fwanys,  that  na  mycht 

liad  for  to  ftand  in  feld  and  fycht ;  34.O 

The  lave  behind  thaim  maid  a  ftale. 

The  DowGLAs  faw  thair  lump  all  hale; 

And  faw  thaim  off  (a  gud  cowine^ 

And  (aw  thai  war  fa  mony  fyne. 

That  thai  for  ane  off  hys  war  twa.  34  J 

«  Lordings,"  he  faid,  "  fen  it  is  fua 

**  That  we  haff  chaffyt  on  fic  maner, 

**  That  we  now  cummyn  ar  fa  ncr, 

**  That  we  may  not  cfchew  the  fycht, 

•*  Bot  giff  we  fouly  tak  the  flycht }  350 

<<  Lat  ilkane  on  hys  leman  mene ) 

**  And  how  he  mony  tym  has  bene 

Would J^eed  him,  bejbould  ivell  ligbtfy 

tfln  them,  and  refcue  all  the  ky^ 

Sir  James  foon  gave  his  aflent 

To  follow  them  x  and  forth  is  went. 

And  followed  them  in  fall  great  hy. 

And  came  well  near  them  haftily. 

For,  ere  they  might  fully  fee, 

Tli'jy  came  well  near  with  their  mcnyc# 

Bot  then  both  forray,  and  the  fcail, 

Wrre  knit  into  a  fop  all  hail  j 

With  knanjts  and  fwainsy  &c. 
As^this  account  is  rather  prolix,  fo  the  reading  of  the  MS.  it 
certainly  fo  brief  as  to  injure  the  meaning. 

Ver.  351.  Let  every  one  think  on  his  miilrefs  j  a  common 
ihjun£lion  in  the  days  of  chivalry. 

Vol.  III.  C  «*  In 
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^^  In  gret  thrang,  and  weill  cummyn  away; 

^  Think  wc  to  do  rycht  fiia  to  day. 

<<  And  tak  wc  off  this  fiird  herby  355 

^  Our  awantage ;  for  in  gret  hy 

**  Thai  fall  cum  on  us  for  to  fycht. 

**  Set  we  than  will,  and  ftrenth,  and  mycht, 

**  For  to  mete  thaim  rycht  hardely.** 

And  with  that  word  full  haftely  36a 

He  difplayit  hys  baner. 

For  hys  fayis  war  cummyn  ner. 

That  quhen  thai  faw  he  wes  fa  quhoyne, 

Thoucht  thai  fuld  with  thaim  fone  haff  done. 

And  affemblyt  full  hardely.  365 

Thar  men  mycht  fe  men  fycht  fely. 

And  a  rycht  cruell  melle  mak ; 

And  mony  ftrakys  giff  and  tak. 

The  DoWGLAS  thar  weill  hard  was  ftad. 
Bot  the  gret  hardyment  that  he  had  370 

Confort  hys  men  on  (It  awyfs, 
That  na  man  thoucht  on  cowardyfs ; 
Bot  faucht  fa  faft,  with  all  thair  mayne, 
That  thai  fele  off  thair  fayis  has  flayne.    * 
And  thouch  thai  be  weill  fcr  way  ma  375 

Than  thai,  ycit  euyr  demanyt  thaim  fua. 
That  Edmound  de  Cailow  wes  dedc 
Rycht  in  that  ilk  fechtyn  ftede. 
And  all  the  lave,  fra  he  wes  done. 
War  planly  difcomfyt  fot^  380 

And 
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And  thai  that  chailyt  fum  has  OajnH 
And  turnyt  the  prayis  all  agap. 

The  hardaft  fycht  forfuth  this  was 
That  euir  the  gud  Lord  off  Dowolas 
Was  in,  as  off  la  few  mcnjre.  385 

For  not  had  bene  hys  grct  bount^, 
That  flew  thair  cheyftanc  in  that  fycht; 
Hys  men  had  all  to  dede  bene  dycht. 
He  had  intill  cuftoume  alway, 
Quheneuir  he  come  till  hard  ailay,  39a 

To  preyfs  hym  the  chcyftane  to  fla^ 
And  her  fell  hap  that  he  did  fua ; 
That  gert  hym  haff  wiftour  felc  fyfst 
Quhen  Schyr  Edmound  apon  this  wyfs 
Wes  deid,  the  gud  Lord  off  Dowg£As  395 

To  thtforeft  hys  wayis  tais. 
Hys  fayis  gretly  gan  hym  drcid  j 
The  word  fprang  weile  fer  off  hys  deld, 
Swa  that  in  Ingland  ner  tharby 
Men  fpak  off  it  commonaly.  400 

Schyr  Robert  Nevile  that  tid 
Wonnyt  at  BerwHj  ner  befid 
The  marchy  quhar  the  Lord  DowCLAS 
In  iii^forejl  repayrand  was ; 
And  had  at  hym  full  gret  inwy,  405 

For  he  faw  hym  fa  manlily 
Male  ay  hys  bounds  mar  and  mar* 
He  hard  die  folk  that  with  hym  war 

Ca  Spek 


4b  thebrucb: 

Spek  o(F  the  Lord  Dowglas  mycht^ 
And  how  he  forfye  wes  in  fycht,  j^io 

And  how  he  fell  oft  fayr  fortoun. 
'  He  wrechyt  tharat  all  fonc  j 
And  faid,  **  Qiihat  wene  ye  is  thar  nane 
^*  That  euir  is  worth  hot  he  allane  7 
«  Yc  fet  hym  as  he  wer  but  per.  415 

*'  Bot  Ik  awow,  befor  yow  her, 
**  GifFeuir  he  come  intill  this  land, 
^  He  fall  fynd  me  ner  at  hys  hand. 
^  And  gifF  Ik  euir  hys  baner 
**  May  fe  difplayit  apon  wer,  429 

**  I  fall  aflembill  on  hym  but  dout, 
^^  Althouch  yhe  hald  hym  neuir  fa  ftout.*' 

Off  this  awow  fone  bodward  was 
Broucht  to  Schyr  James  ofF  Dowolas, 
That  faid,  "  GifF  he  wald  hald  hys  hycbt        425 
*«  I  (all  do  fa  he  fall  haff  fycht 
**  OfF  me,  and  my  cumpany, 
**  Yheit  or  oucht  lang,  weUl  ner  hym  by." 

Hys  retenew  than  gaderyt  he> 
That  war  gud  men  ofF  gret  bounte,  430 

And  till  the  march^  in  gud  aray, 
Apon  a  nycht  he  tuk  the  way. 
Swa  that,  into  the  mornyng  arly. 
He  wes,  with  all,  hys  cumpany, 
Befor  Berwik  i  and  thar  he  maid  435 

Men  to  difplay  hys  baner  brad. 

And 
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And  ofFhys  menye  Aim  fent  he 

For  to  bryn  townys  twa  or  thrc. 

And  had  thaim  fone  agayne  thaim  fped ; 

Swa  that  on  hand,  gifFthar  cum  ned,  440 

Thai  mycht  bcfor  the  fycht  be  rcdy. 

The  Newill  that  wyft  wittily 

That  DowGLAs  cummyn  was  fa  ncr. 

And  faw  all  brad.ftand  hys  baner, 

Than  with  the  folk  that  with  hym  war,  445 

(And  he  had  a  gret  menye  thar ; 

For  all  the  gud  off  that  countre 

Intill  that  tyme  with  hym  had  he ; 

Swa  that  he  thar  with  hym  had  then 

Well  may  than  war  the  Scottsnun^)  450 

He  held  hys  way  up  till  a  hill. 

And  faid,  "  Lordings,  it  war  my  will 

"  To  male  end  ofF  the  grct  dcray 

**  That  DowGLAS  mayis  us  ilk  day. 

^<  Bot  me  think  it  fpedfuU  that  we  455 

"  Abid,  c[uhill  hys  men  fcalyt  be 

♦*  Throw  the  countre,  to  tak  thair  pray :  ^ 

"  Than  forfely  fchout  on  thaim  we  may  j 

**  And  we  fall  hafF  thaim  at  our  will.** 

Than  all  thai  gafF  affent  thartill ;  460 

And  on  the  hill  abaid  howand. 

Xfie  men  faft  gadryt  of  the  land. 

And  drew  till  hym  in  full  gret  hy. 

The  DowGLAS  than,  that  wes  worthy, 

Thoucht  It  wes  foly  mar  to  bid :  465 

Tow^t  the  hill  th^  gan  he  rid, 

C  3  An4 
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And  quhen  the  Newill  faw  thst  thai 

Wald  not  pafs  fiirth  to  the  forny, 

Bot  preilyt  to  thaim  with  thair  mycht, 

He  wyft  Weill  than  that  thai  wald  fycht.  479 

And  till  hys  mejtgje  gan  he  iay, 

^^  Lordings,  now  hald  we  forth  owr  way. 

**  Her  is  the  Hour  off  the  countre  j 

**  And  may  than  that  aUtia  ar  we, 

^  AfTembill  we  than  hirdely,  475 

"  For  DowGLAs,  with  yone  yhwmanry, 

^  Sail  haff  na  mycht  till  os  perfay.'* 

Than  in  a  frufche  aflbnblyt  thai* 

Than  mycht  men  her  the  fpers  braft, 
And  ilkane  ding  on  oythir  h&  i  48(1 

And  blud  bryft  owt  at  wowods  wid. 
Thai  faucht  faft  apcm  ayther  fid ; 
For  aythir  party  gaa  thaim  payn 
To  put  thair  fayis  on  baJc  agsyiu 

The  Lords  oflF  NfiwiLi  and  Dowglas,    485 
Quhen  at  the  fechttng  fellaft  was. 
Met  togyddyr,  rycht  in  the  preyfs. 
Betwix  thaim  than  gret  bargane  wes« 
Thai  faucht  felly  with  all  thair  maucht: 
Gret  routs  ayther  athyr  raucht.  490 

Bot  DowGLAS  fhrbur  wes,  Ik  hycht^ 
And  mar  ufyt  alfiia  to  fycht ; 
And  he  fet  hart,  and  will  aUiia, 
For  to  dcleuir  hym  offhys  fki 

QuhiO 
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Quhill  at  the  bft,  with  mckill  mayn  495 

QfFforfs,  than  N£WIJLL  has  he  flajrn. 

Then  hys  cnfenyclicy  gan  cay  j 
And  on  the  lav«  fa  hardely 
He  rufchyt,  with  hys  menye, 
That  intill  fchort  tyme  joaen  mycht  fe  500 

Thair  fayis  tak  thaim  to  the  flycht. 
And  thai  thaim  chaiTyt,  with  all  thair  mycht 
Sdiyr  Rawff  Newill  in  the  cha(% 
And  the  baron  off  Hiutoun  was 
Takyn ;  and  othyrs  off  mekill  mycht.  505 

Thar  wes  fele  flayne  into  that  fycht^ 
That  worthy  in  thair  tyme  had  bene. 
And  quhen  the  feld  wes  deogyt  clcne^ 
Swa  that  thaix  fayis  euirilkane 
War  flayn,  or  chaffy t  away,  or  tanc^  510 

Than  gert  he  forray  all  the  land  ^ 
And  fefyt  all  that  euir  thai  fand. 
And  brynt  townies  in  thair  way  ; 
Syne  hale  and  fcr  cumyn  ar  thai* 

The  preys  amang  hys  menye,  515 

Eftre  thair  merits,  delt  bej 
And  held  na  thing  ftill  hys  behuff. 
Sic  deds  aucht  jto  ger  men  luff 

Vcr.  514.  That  is,  they  came  away  «  whole  and  fair/ 
fompletci  and  in  good  array. 

.C4  Thair 
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Thair  lord :  ^d  fua  thai  did  perfay. 

He  trctyt  thaim  fua  wyfcly  ay,  520 

And  with  fa  mekill  luffalfua. 

And  fie  awanfement  wald  ma 

Off  thair  deid,  that  the  maft  cowart 

Jft  maid  ftoutar  than  a  libbart. 

With  cheryfing  this  gat  maid  he  525 

Hys  men  wycht,  and  off  gret  bounte. 

Quhen  Newill  thus  was  broucht  to  ground. 
And  off  Cailow  auld  Schyr  Edmound, 
The  drede  off  the  Lord  off  Dowglas, 
And  hys  renoun,  fa  fcalyt  was  530 

Throw  out  the  marchis  off  Ingland^ 
That  all  that  tharin  war  wonnand 
Pred  hym,  as  the  fell  dewiU  off  hell. 
And  yheit  haf  Ik  herd  oftfyfs  tell. 
That  he  fa  gretly  dred  was  than  535 

That  quhen  wiwys  wald  childre  ban  ; 
Thai  wald  rycht  with  an  angry  face 
Beteth  thaim  to  the  blak  Dowglas. 
Throw  hys  gret  worfchip  and  bounte 
Swa  with  hys  fayis  dred  wes  he,  540 

That  thaim  growyt  to  her  hjrs  name. 
He  may  at  efe  naw  duell  at  hame 
A  quhill,  for  I  trow  he  (all  noiicht 
With  fayis  all  a  quhill  be  foucht* 

Vcr.  536.  A  trite  illufbation  of  a  terrible  name.    It  is  toM 
(^  Ts^bot,  of  Marlborough,  &c.  &c. 

Now 
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Now  lat  hym  in  the  for  eft  be. 
Off  hym  fpek  now  na  mar  will  we ; 
Bot  off  Schyr  Eduuard  the  worthy, 
That,  with  ail  hys  chcwalry, 
Wes  in  Cragfergus  yeit  Hand, 
To  fpek  mar  we  will  tak  on  hand. 
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ARGUMENT. 

King  Robert  fajfu  InttU  Irland  U  ajftft  bis  brother 
'^with/ive  thufand  he  fechts  again  forty  tbufani. 
^^Thai  march  t broach  Irland  to  J^meric^  and  bad 
U  Qraigfergus. 

Douglas  Jlais  Schir  Thomas  of  Richmound. 
The  hifchop  rf  Dunkeld  defetis  the  Inglis  ner  DuU" 
ferndin. 

King  Robert  retumisfra  Irland^ 
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V^  UHEN  Schyr  Eduuard,  as  Ik  faid  cr. 

Had  difcomfyt  Richard  oiFCLAR^ 

And  ofF  Irland  all  the  barnage 

Thrifs,  throw  hys  worthy  waflalage. 

And  fyne  with  all  \\y%  men  off  mayn 

Till  Cragfergus  wes  cummyn  agayn  ; 

The  gud  Erie  oIFMurreff,  Thomas, 

Tuk  leyfF  in  Scotland  for  to  pafs. 

And  he  hym  levyt  with  a  gruching ; 

And  fyne  hym  chargyt  to  the  King, 

To  pray  hym  fpecially  that  he 

Cum  intill  Irland^  hym  till  fe. 

For,  war  thai  bath  into  that  land, 

Thai  fuld  fynd  nane  fuld  thaim  withftand. 
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The  Erie  furth  than  hys  way  has  tanc. 
And  till  hys  fchipping  is  he  gane ; 
And  fayllyt  weill  out  our  the  fe  ; 
Intill  Scotland  fone  arywit  he. 
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Synt  till  the  King  he  went  in  hy. 

And  he  re(aw]rt  hym  glaidfumly ;  23 

And  fper3rt  offhys  brodyr  feyr. 

And  ofFjournayis  that  thai  had  thar. 

And  he  him  tauld  all  but  lefing, 

Quhen  the  King  left  had  the  fpering, 

Hys  charge  to  the  gud  Kino  tauld  he.    .         25 

And  he  faid  he  wald  bljrthly  (e 

Hys  brodyr,  and  fe  the  afE:r 

Off  that  countr6,  and  off  thair  wer. 

A  gret  mengye  than  gaddryt  he. 
And  twa  lords  off  gret  bounte  -,  3a 

The  tane  the  Stewart,  Waltrb>  was. 
The  tothyr  James  off  Dowglas, 
Wardanys  in  hys  ablence  maid  he ; 
For  to  mayneteyne  weill  the  countre. 

Syne  to  the  k  he  tuk  the^way;  35 

And  at  Lochriam  in  Galloway 
He  fchippit,  with  all  hys  mengye. 
To  Cragfergus  fone  cummyn  is  he. 
Schyr  Eduuard  offhys  come  wes  blyth; 
And  went  doun  to  mete  hym  fwyth ;  49 

And  welcumyt  h)rm  with  glaidfum  cher : 
Sa  did  he  all  that  with  hym  wer  i 
And  fpecially  the  Erie  Thomas 
Off  Murrrff,  that  hys  newo  was* 


Ver.  19.  Summer  1316. 


Sync 


B    V     K     S       ZVT.  JI 

Syne  till  the  caftell  went  thai  yar,  45 

And  maid  thaim  mekill  feft  and  far. 
Thai  foiournyt  thar  dayis  thre, 
And  that  in  myrth  and  jolyte. 

King  Robert,  apon  thys  kyn  wyfs, 
Intill  Irland  arywit  is,  5O 

Afid  quhen  in  Cragfergus  had  he 
With  hys  men  foiournyt  dayis  thre. 
Thai  tuk  to  cunfaiU  that  thai  wald^ 
With  all  thair  folk,  thair  wayis  hald 
Throw  all  Irland^  fra  end  till  othyr.  55 

Schyr  Eduuard  thaif,  the  Kings  brochyr, 
Befor  in  the  awaward  raid ; 
The  Kino  hymfclfFthe  rcrward  maid, 
That  had  intill  hys  cumpany 
The  Erie  Thomas,  that  wcs  worthy*  6a 

Tliair  wayis  fouthwart  hafFthai  tane. 
And  fone  ar  pafTyt  euirilkanc* 

This  wes  in  the  moneth  off  May, 
Quhen  byrds  fyngs  on  ilka  fpray ; 
Melland  thair  nots  with  feymly  foune,  65 

For  foftnes  off  the  fuet  fefoun. 
And  levys  off  the  branches  fpreds. 
And  blomys  brycht  befid  thaim  breds; 
And  felds  ar  ftrowyt  with  flours, 
Weill  fawerand,  off  fcr  colours :  yo 

And  all  thing  worthit  Myth  and  gay. 
Quhen  that  this  gud  King  tuk  hys  way 

Ta 
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To  rid  fouthwart,  as  I  faid  ar, 

liie  wardane  than,  Schyr  Richard  off  Clar, 

Wyft  the  King  wes  arywyt  fwa,  75 

And  wyft  that  he  fchuip  hym  to  ta 

Hys  way  towart  the  fouth  countre. 

And  off  all  Jrland  ztkmhlyt  he 

Bath  burges  and  chewalry ; 

And  hobelers  and  yhumanry;  8d 

Quhill  he  had  ner  fburty  thoufand* 

Bot  he  wald  not  yeit  tak  on  hand 

With  all  hys  ftyis  in  feld  to  fycht. 

Bot  he  unbethoucht  hym  off  ane  flycht. 

That  he  with  all  that  gret  menyc  85 

Wald  in  wod  enbufchyt  be. 

All  priuely  befid  the  way> 

Quhar  that  thair  fayis  fuld  away; 

And  lat  the  awaward  pafs  fer  by. 

And  fyne  aflembill  hardely  9^ 

On  the  rereward,  with  all  thair  men. 

Thai  did  as  thai  dewifit  then. 

In  ane  wod  thai  enbufchyt  weir : 

The  Scotts  oft  raid  by  thaim  ner ) 

Bot  thai  na  fchawing  off  thaim  maid.  9$ 

Schyr  Eduuard  weill  fer  forouth  raid, 

With  thaim  that  War  off  hys  menye; 

To  the  rerward  na  tent  tuk  he. 

And  Schyr  Richard  off  Clar  in  hy^ 
Quhen  Schyr  Eduuard  wes  paffyt  by#  io6 

Send 
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Send  lycht  yhumen,  that  weill  coudi  fchout. 

To  bykker  the  rerward  apon  fute. 

Than  twa  off  thaim  that  fend  furth  war 

At  the  wod  fyd  diaim  bykkyryt  thar  i 

And  fchot  amang  the  Scotts  men^  1 05 

The  King,  that  had  thar  with  hym  then 

Weill  fyve  thouiand,  wycht  and  worthy^ 

Saw  thir  twa  fa  abandounly 

Schut  amang  thaim,  and  cum  ia  ner ; 

He  wyft  rycht  weill,  withowtyn  wcr>  1X0 

That  thai  rycht  ner  fuppowall  had« 

Tharfor  a  bidding  has  he  mad, 

That  na  man  fall  be  (a  hardy 

To  prik  at  thaim,  bot  farraly 

Rid  redy  ay  into  bataill,  1 15 

To  defend  gifF  men  wald  aflailh 

«  For  we  fall  fone,  Ik  undrcta," 

He  faid,  *«  haf  for  to  do  with  ma." 

Bot  Schyr  Colynb  Cambkll,  that  ner 
War  by  quhar  thaife  twa  yhumen  wer,  120 

Schowtand  amang  thaim  hardely, 
Prikyt  on  thaim  in  full  gret  hy ; 
And  fone  the  tane  has  he  ourtane. 
And  with  the  fper  hym  fone  hes  flane. 
The  tothyr  turnjrt  and  fchot  agayne  %  X25 

And  at  a  fchot  hys  horfs  hes  (layne. 
With  that  the  King  come  haftily, 
And,  intill  hys  malancoly, 

Vox.  in,  D  With 
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With  a  trounfounc  intill  hys  neve 

To  Schyr  Colyne  fie  dufchc  he  gcvc^  130 

That  he  dynnyt  on  hys  srfoun. 

That  bad  he  fracrtly  tit  hym  doun, 

Bot  othyr  lords,  that  war  hym  by 

Ameyffyt  the  KiWG  into  party. 

And  he  faid,  ^  Breking  off  bidding  135 

*«  Mycht  caufs  all  our  difcomfyting. 

<«  Weyne  ye  yonc  ribalds  durft  aflaill 

^  Us  fa  ner,  intill  our  bataiU, 

<'  Bot  gifF  thai  had  fuppowaill  ner  ? 

**  I  wate  rycht  weill,  withowtyn  wcr,  140 

«  That  we  fall  haf  to  do  in  hy ; 

w  Tharfor  luk  ilk  man  be  redy.'* 

With  that  Weill  ner  threty,  or  ma, 
Off  bowmen  come,  and  bykyrit  fwa 
That  thai  hurt  off  the  Kings  men.  145 

The  King  hes  gert  hys  archers  then 
Schoute^  for  to  put  thaife  men  agayne. 
With  that  thai  eotryt  in  a  playne  ; 
And  faw  arayit  agayne  thaim  ftand. 
In  four  bataills,  four ty  tfaouland.  150 

The  Kino  faid,  ^  NTow,  lordings,  lat  fe 
*^  Quha  worthy  in  this  fycht  (all  be. 

Ver.  150.   Thi«  battk  it  not  duly  aotbenticatBd.    ^ 
Lord  Hailes*s  Aimalst 


»   u   K   1     XVI.  35 

^*  On  thaim,  forowtyn  mar  abaid!'' 

Sa  ftoutly  than  on  thaim  thai  raid, 

And  aflemblyt  fa  hardely,  155 

That  off  thair  fayis  a  gret  party 

Was  laid  at  erd,  at  thair  meting. 

Thar  wes  off  fpers  fie  brifting, 

As  aythir  apon  othyr  raid, 

That  it  a  wde  gret  frufche  hes  maid.  160 

Horfs  come  thar  frufchand  hcid  for  heid, 

Swa  that  fele  on  the  ground  fell  dcid. 

Mony  a  wycht  and  worthy  man, 

As  ayther  apon  odiyr  dian, 

War  dufchyt  dede,  doun  to  the  ground.  165 

The  red  blud  out  off  mony  a  wound 

Rufchyt  in  fa  gret  foyfoun  than, 

That  off  the  blud  the  ftremys  ran. 

And  thai,  that  wraith  war,  and  angry, 

Dang  on  othyr  fa  hardely,  f  70 

With  wapnys  that  war  brycht  and  bar. 

That  mony  a  gud  man  deyit  thar. 

For  thai  that  hardy  war  and  wycht. 

And  ftoudynys  with  thair  fayis  gan  fydit, 

Preffyt  thaim  formaft  for  to  be.  175 

Thar  mycht  men  crucU  bargane  fe  j 

And  hard  bataill,  Ik  tak  on  hand. 

In  all  the  wer  of[  Irland 

Sa  hard  a  fychting  wes  not  fene, 

Tlie  quhejrr  of  gret  widours  nynetene  1.80 

Schyr  Eduuard  has,  withowtyn  wwr  % 

And  into  les  duin  in  dire  yen 

D  2  And 
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And  in  fyndry  bataills  of  tha 

WencuiTyt  threty  tfaouland  and  ma. 

With  trappyt  horfs  rycht  to  the  fete,  185 

Bot  in  all  tymys  he  wes  yete, 

Ay  ane  for  fyve,  quben  left,  was  he. 

Bot  the  King,  into  this  melle. 

Had  alwayis  aucht  off  hys  £unen 

For  ane.    Bot  he  fua  bar  hym  then,  190 

That  hys  gud  deid  and  hys  bounte 

Comfortyt  fua  all  hys  menye, 

That  the  maft  coward  hardy  wes. 

For  quhar  he  faw  the  thikkeft  prefs, 

Sa  hardely  on  thaim  he  raid,  195 

That  thar  about  hym  rowme  he  maid. 

And  Erie  Thomas,  the  worthy, 

Wes  in  all  tyme  ncr  hym  by ; 

And  faucht  as  he  war  in  a  rage. 

Swa  that  for  thair  gret  waflalage  200 

Thairman  Tie  hardyment  gan  talc. 

That  thai  na  perill  wald  forfak  ; 

Bot  thaim  abandound  fit  ftoutly. 

And  dang  apon  thaim  (a  hardely, 

That  all  thair  hyis  affrayit  war.  205 

And  thai,  that  (aw  weill  be  thair  hr 

That  thai  efchewyt  fum  dele  the  fycht. 

Than  dang  thai  on  with  all  thair  mycht. 

And  in  thair  Rtjng  fele  gan  fla. 

The  Kings  men  has  chaffyt  fwa,  210 

That  thai  war  fcaljrt  euirilkane. 

Rycharp  off  Clar  the  way  has  tanc 

Ta 
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To  DewUIyney  in  full  gret  by, 

With  othyr  lordis  that  fled  hym  by. 

And  wamyfit  bath  caftells  and  townyt,  215 

That  war  in  thair  pofleffiownys. 

Thai  war  fa  felly  fleyit  thar 
That  I  trow  Schyr  Richard  ofF  Clar 
Sail  hafF  na  will  to  faynd  hys  mycht, 
In  bataill  na  in  forfs  to  fycht^  a^O 

Quhill  King  Robert,  and  hys  menye. 
Is  duelland  in  that  cuntre. 
Thai  ftuflyt  ftrets  on  this  wif$. 
And  the  King,  that  wes  to  prifs. 
Saw  in  the  feld  rycht  mony  flayn.  225 

And  ane  ofFthaim,  that  thar  wes  tane^ 
That  was  arayit  jolyly 
He  faw  greit,  wondre  tendrcly, 
And  zSnyi  hym  quhy  he  maid  fic  cher. 
He  faid  hym,  "  Schyr,  withowtyn  wer,  230 

**  It  is  na  wondre  thoucht  I  gret, 
« J  fe  fele  her  loflytthe  fuet 
w  The  flour  off  aU  North  Irlanl, 
^^  That  hardyaft  war  off  thair  hand, 

Ver.  aij.  Editions  read : 

They  ihiffed  Itrengths  on  this  wife. 
That  is,  they  garrifoned  the  caAles. 
Ver.  aiS.  Gnit  is  weep. 
Ver.  S31.  Editions  have: 

I  fe  fo  many  (lain  at  my  feet. 

D  3  <«  Ana 
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<<  And  maft  dowtyt  in  hard  alEiy.'*  23.5 

The  King  (aid,  "  Yovr  dow  wrang  perfiiji 
^  Yow  has  mar  cauft  myrthis  to  na, 
<«  For  yow  the  dedc  ekhsLpyt  fua." 

Richard  ofFCLAH,  on  this  maner. 
And  all  hys  folk,  difcomfyt  wer,  24X) 

With  few  folk,  as  I  to  yow  tauld. 
And  quhen  Schyr  Epuuard  Bruyss,  die  bauld^ 
Wyft  at  the  Kikg  had  fouchtyn  fwa^ 
With  fwa  fele  folk,  and  he  tharfniy 
Mycht  na  man  fe  a  waer  man.  245 

Bot  the  gud  King  faid  till  hym  than^ 
That  it  wes  in  hys  awne  foly, 
For  he  raid  fa  unwictely 
Sa  fer  befor,  and  na  waward 
Maid  to  thaim  off  the  rerward :  250 

For  he  faid,  quha  on  wer  wald  rid 
In  awaward,  he  fuld  na  tid 
Pafs  fra  hys  rerward  fer  offfycht ; 
For  gret  perills  fwa  fall  thar  mycht. 

OiFthis  fycht  will  we  fpek  na  mar.  255 

Bot  the  King,  and  all  that  thar  war. 
Raid  furthward  in  bettre  aray, 
And  nerar  togyddyr  than  er  did  thai. 
Throw  all  the  land  planly  thai  raid. 
Thai  fand  nane  that  thaim  obftakill  maid.        260 
Thai  raid  ewyn  forouth  Drochindra^ 
And  forouth  Dewillyne  fyne  alfua :  ^ 

Ver.  16  X.  Drogheda? 

And 
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And  to  gifF  bataill  nane  diai  £uid* 

Syne  went  thai  fouthwart  in  the  land ; 

And  rycht  to  Kyntrikt  held  tfaair  wa^,  265 

That  is  the  foutbmaift  town  perfay 

That  in  Irland  may  fundyn  be, 

Thar  lay  thai  dayis  twa  or  thre : 

And  bufkyt  fyne  agayn  to  &r. 

And  quhen  that  thai  all  redy  war,  I70 

The  King  has  hard  a  woman  cry. 

He  afkyt  quhat  that  wes  in  hy. 

**  It  is  the  layndar,  Schyr,"  faid  arie, 

**  That  her  chyld-ill  rycht  now  hcs  tane : 

**  And  mon  leve  now  behind  us  hen  275 

**  Tharfor  fchc  malcys  yone  iwiD  cber." 

The  King  (aid)  <  Certs,  it  war  pit6 

*  That  fche  in  that  poynt  left  fuld  bc^ 

*  For  certs  I  trow  thar  is  na  man 

^  That  he  ne  will  rew  a  woman  than.'  280 

Hys  oft  all  thar  areftyt  he, 
And  gert  a  tent  fone  ftintit  be ; 

Ver.  165.  Some  editions  read  Luneric.  Perhaps  K'mJkU 
is  meant }  for  Waterford,  Cork,  and  Aghadoe  are  fouth  of 
Limeric :  Rofs  is  eVen  fouth  x)f  Kinfale.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, from  other  authorities,  that  Bruc€*s  army  penctraMd  as 
far  as  Limeric.     See  Annalj, 

Ver.  S71.  This,  tale  of  our  heroes  humanity  cft>virDt  his 
charafler  j  and  does  honour  both  to  him,  and  the  poet^  who 
had  a  heart  good  enough  to  preferve  it, 

A  UwiwUr  is  a  waihcrwomao,  or  laundrefs*  Lmma» 
diiTif  Fr, 

D  4  And 
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And  gert  hyr  gang  in  haftely. 

And  othyr  wemen  to  be  hyr  by* 

Quhill  fche  was  deleueryt  he  bad ;  285 

And  fyne  ftirth  on  hjrs  wayis  raid. 

And  how  fche  furth  fuld  caryit  be. 

Or  euir  he  furth  fiir,  ordanyt  he. 

This  wes  a  full  gret  curtafy, 

That  fwilk  a  King,  and  fa  mychty,  190 

Gert  hys  men  duell  on  this  maner, 

Bot  for  a  pour  lauender. 

Agayne  northwart  thai  tuk  thair  way. 
Throw  all  Irland  than  perfay ; 
Throw  all  Conachy  rycht  to  DewiUymi  195 

And  throw  all  Mithy^  and  lereby  fyne  i 
And  fyne  haly  throw  Uljifter^ 
And  Moneftevy  and  Lenefter ; 
To  Cragfergm  forowtyn  bataill, 
For  thar  was  nane  durft  hym  aflailt  900 

The  Kings  off  Irchery 
Come  till  Schyr  Eduuard  halyly, 
And  thar  manredyn  gan  hym  ma. 
Bot,  gfF  that  it  war  ane  or  twa, 

Ver.  S96.  Methy  is  Meath«  For  litily  editiont  hafe 
^yreU  Our  poet's  geography  of  Ireland  ia  Teiy  impcr* 
fea. 

Ver.  304.  That  is,  there  was  but  a  (lurmifli  or  two>  bcfbit 
they  returned  to  Carricfergut* 

Till 
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Iragfergus  thai  come  agayn,  305 

that  way  wes  nane  bargayiu 
;ifFthat  ony  poynyc  wcr, 
is  noucht  for  to  fpek  off  her. 

le  Irfcbe  Kings  than  euirilkane 
n  till  thair  awne  repayr  ar  gane,  310 

undretuk  in  all  kyn  thing 
:iU  obey  to  the  bidding 
)chyr  Eduuard,  that  thair  Kii^  callit  thai, 
^es  now  Weill  fet  in  gud  way 
:onquer  the  land  halyly;  y^S 

he  had  apon  hys  party 
Irfcberyy  and  V1fyftir\ 
he  was  fa  furdi  on  hys  wer, 
t  he  wes  paflyt  throw  Irlandj 
end  till  othyr,  throw  ftrenth  of  hand.        3ao 
th  he  haf  gouernyt  hym  throw  (kill, 
folowyt  not  to  faft  hys  will, 
with  mefur  haf  led  hys  dede, 
es  Weill  Ilk,  withoutyn  drede. 
It  he  mycht  haf  conqueryt  weill  325 

:  land  off  Irknd  ilka  dele, 
hys  utrageoufs  fucquedry, 
I  will  that  wes  mar  than  hardy, 
purpos  lettyt  hym  per&y ; 
I  hereftre  fall  yow  fay.  «20 

Vcr.  3  JO.  The  poet  paflet  to  the  year  1317. 

Now 
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Now  leve  we  her  the  nobill  Kiif  c^ 

All  at  hys  efe,  and  hys  liking, 
'  And  fpek  we  off  the  Lord  Dowolas, 

That  left  to  kep  the  merchis  was* 

He  gert  fet  wrychts  that  war  fleye^  335 

And  in  the  halche  off  Lyntaiii 

He  gert  thaim  mak  a  fayr  maneen 

And  quhen  the  houfls  biggit  wer. 

He  gert  purway  hym  rycht  wdll  thar; 

For  he  thoucht  to  mak  an  iniar^  340 

And  to  mak  gud  cher  till  hys  men. 

In  Rychmound  wes  wenand  then 

The  Erie  that  men  callyt  Schyr  Thomas, 

He  had  enwy  at  the  Dowglas  \ 

And  faid  giff  that  he  hjrs  baner  345 

Mycht  fe  difplayit  apon  wer. 

That  fone  aflembiD  on  it  fuld  he. 

He  herd  how  Dowglas  thoucht  to  be 

At  LyntaiUy  ane  feft  to  ma. 

And  he  had  wittring  weill  alfua  350 

That  the  King>  and  a  grct  menye, 

War  paflyt  then  off  the  countre ; 

And  the  Erie  off  Murreff,  Thomas, 

Tharfor  he  thoucht  the  countre  was 

Febill  off  men,  for  to  withftand  355 

Men  that  fuld  fecht  with  ftalwart  hand. 

And  off  the  marches  than  had  he 

The  goucrnall,  and  the  pouftc. 


He 
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He  gadryt  fdk  about  bym  then, 

Quhill  he  wes  ner  ten  thouiand  men ;  360 

And  wod  axys  gert  with  hym  tak  i 

For  he  thoucht  he  hys  men  wald  mak 

To  hew  Jiikvort  Foreft  ia  clene. 

That  na  tre  fuld  tharin  be  fenc. 

Thai  held  thaim  forthwart  on  thair  way,      365 
Bot  the  gud  Lord  Dowglas^  that  ay 
Had  fpyis  out  on  ilka  fid, 
Had  gud  wtttring  that  thai  wald  rid^ 
And  come  apon  hjrm  fedanly. 
Than  gadryt  be  rycht  haftily  jj^O 

Thaim  that  he  moucht  off  hys  menyc. 
I  trow  that  than  with  hym  had  he 
Fifty,  that  worthy  war  and  wycht. 
At  all  poynts  armyt  weill  and  dycht; 
And  off  archers  a  gret  menye,  375 

Affemblyt  alfua  with  hym  had  he. 
A  place  thar  was  thar  in  the  way, 
t^tthar  he  thoucht  weill  thai  fuld  away» 
That  had  wod  apon  ayther  TkI  ; 
The  cntre  wes  weill  large  and  wid,  380 

And  as  a  fchidd  it  narowit  ay, 
Quhill  at  intill  a  place  the  way 
Wes  not  a  pennyftanc  caft  off  breid. 
The  Lord  off  Dowgl as  thyddir  yeid, 

Ver.  3^3,  Femvfftmet  are  Aom  quoits  ftiU  iiftd  in  Scot- 
land, 

Quhen 
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Quhen  he  wyft  thai  war  ner  cummand,  385 

And  in  a  louch  on  the  ta  hand, 

Has  hys  archers  enbufchjrt  he, 

And  bad  thaim  hald  thaim  all  priu^ 

Quhill  that  thai  hard  hym  rayfs  the  cry. 

And  than  thai  fuld  fchout  hardely  390 

Amang  thair  fayis,  and  fow  thaim  far 

Quhill  that  he  throw  thaim  pafTyt  war ; 

And  fyne  with  hym  furth  hald  fuld  thai. 

Than  byrks  on  ayther  fyd  the  way, 

That  young  and  thik  war  growand  ner,  395 

He  kn)rt  togyddir,  on  fic  maner 

That  men  mycht  not  weill  throw  thaim  rid. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  he  gan  abid 

Apon  the  tothyr  hald  the  way. 

And  Richmond,  on  gud  aray,  409 

Come  ridand  in  the  fyrft  efcheilh 

The  Lord  Dowglas  has  fene  hym  weill. 

And  gert  hys  men  all  hald  thaim  ftill, 

Quhill  at  thair  hand  thai  come  thaim  till. 

And  entryt  in  the  narow  way.  405 

Than  with  a  fchout  on  thaim  fchot  thai. 

And  cryt  on  hycht,  <^  Dowglas  !  Dowglas  !'* 

The  Rychmond,  that  than  worthy  wes, 

Quhen  he  has  hard  fua  ray(s  the  cry. 

And  Dowglas'  baner  (a  planly,  410 

Ver*  386.  Loucb  is  here  ufed  in  its  primittve  Garoao 
iDjeaning,  for  a  cavity  in  the  ground  $  whence  the  Scotiih  M 
for  a  lake,  or  cavity  filled  with  water. 

He 
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He  dreflyt  thyddirwart  in  by. 

And  thai  come  on  fua  hardely. 

That  thai  throw  thaim  maid  thaim  the  wayi 

All  that  thai  met  till  erd  bar  thai. 

The  Rychmound  borne  doun  thar  was :       415 

On  hym  areftyt  the  Dowglas, 

And  hym  reuerfyt,  and  with  a  knyfF 

Rycht  in  that  place  reft  hym  the  lyffl 

An  hat  apon  hys  helm  he  bar, 

And  that  tuk  with  hym  Dowglas  thar,        420 

In  tuknyng,  for  it  furryt  was. 

And  fyne  in  by  thair  wayis  tais^ 

Quhill  in  the  wod  thai  entryt  war : 

The  archyrs  weill  has  borne  thaim  tbar^ 

For  wele  and  hardely  fchot  thai.  425 

The  Ingiis  rout  in  gret  affray 

War  fet,  for  Dowglas  fuddanly. 

With  all  thaim  off  hys  cumpany. 

Or  euir  thai  wyft,  war  in  thair  rout, 

And  thyrlyt  thaim  weill  ner  throuchout;         430 

And  had  almoft  doya  hys  dede, 

Or  thai  to  help  hym  couth  tak  heid. 

And  quhen  thai  faw  thair  Lord  flajm^ 
Thai  tuk  hym  up,  and  turnyt  agayn, 

Ver.  411.  As  a  token,  that  he  might  difcover  who  die 
owner  was.  Lord  Hailes  remarks,  that  in  Lobineau*t  hiftoiy 
of  Bretagne  there  is  the  portrait  of  an  Earl  of  Richmond, 
with  a  fiirred  cap,  as  here  defcribed. 

To 
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To  draw  thaim  fra  thai  fchot  away.  435 

Than  in  a  playne  aflemblyt  thai, 

And  for  thair  Lord,  that  thar  wes  dode. 

Thai  fchup  thaim  in  that  ilk  ftede 

For  to  tak  hcrbcry  all  that  nycht. 

And  than  the  Dowglas,  that  wes  wycfat^       440 

Gat  wittring  anc  clerk  £i.ys6, 

With  weil  thre  tmndre  enymyfs, 

All  ftraucht  to  Lyntaile  war  gayn. 

And  herbery  for  thair  oft  has  tane. 

Than  thyddir  is  he  went  in  hy,  4^5 ' 

With  all  thaim  ofFhys  cumpany, 

And  fand  clerk  £ll Ys  at  the  mete  ; 

And  hys  round  about  hym  fet. 

And  thai  come  on  tfiaim  ftoudy  diar, 

And  with  fuerds  that  fcharply  fchar,  450 

Thai  feruyt  thaim  full  cgrely. 

Slayn  war  thai  full  grewoufiy, 

That  Weill  ner  efchapyt  nanc ; 

Thai  feruyt  thaim  on  fa  gret  wane, 

OfFfcherand  fuerds,  and  with  knyfFs,  455 

That  Weill  ner  ail  left  the  lyvys. 

Thai  had  a  feloun  eftremefs; 

That  fowr  cbargs  to  chargand  wes. 

Thai  that  efchapyt  thar  throw  ca6 

Rycht  till  the  oft  the  way  taifs,  460 

▼er.  441.  Had  advice  diat  a  cler^man  of  the  aame  d 

ElTlf* 

¥cr.  457.  Editions  bear  mtfrmms.    Enfrmets,  ¥r. 

And 
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And  tauU  bow  that  thair  men  war  flayne 
Sa  dene  that  thar  eCchapjrt  nane. 

And  quhen  thai  ofF  diair  oft  had  herd 
How  that  the  Dowglas  with  thaim  ferd, 
That  had  thair  herbreyours  flane,  465 

And  rufchyt  all  thaimfelf  agane. 
And  flew  thair  Lord  in  myd  diatr  root ; 
Thar  wes  nane  o(F  thaim  all  (a  ftout^ 
That  mar  will  than  had  till  aflaill 
The  Dowglas.    Tharfor  to  cunfaiU  470 

lljai  yeid,  and  to  purpofs  lias  tane 
To  wend  hamwart ;  and  haiMwait  ar  gane^ 
And  fped  thaim  fwa  apon  thair  way^ 
That  in  Ingland  Tone  cum  ar  thai. 
The  fore/l  left  thai  ftandand  ftiU  ;  475 

To  hew  it  than  Am  had  na  will : 
Specially  quhill  the  Dowglas 
Swa  ner  hand  by  thair  nychtbur  was. 

And  he  that  Taw  thaim  tume  agayn, 
Perfawyt  weill  thair  Lord  wes  flayn  ;  480 

Aixl  be  the  hat  that  he  had  tane, 
He  wyft  alfua  weill ;  for  ane 
That  takyn  wes  faid  hym  futhlj 
That  Rychmound  commonoaly 
Wes  wount  that  furryt  bat  to  wer.  485 

Than  Dowglas  blythar  was  than  eff 
For  he  wyft  weill  th^  Rychmouko, 
Hys  feloun  fa,  wes  broucht  to  ground. 

Schyr 
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To  draw  thaim  fra  thai  fchot  away.  43J 

Than  in  a  playne  aflemblyt  thai, 

And  for  thair  Lord,  that  thar  wet  dede, 

Thai  fchup  thaim  in  that  ilk  ftede 

For  to  tak  berbery  all  that  nycht. 

And  than  the  Dowglas,  that  wes  wyclit^       440 

Gat  wittring  ane  clerk  £lys6. 

With  weil  thre  hundre  enymyTs, 

All  ftraucht  to  Lyntatle  war  ga3m, 

And  berbery  for  thair  oft  has  tane. 

Than  thyddir  is  he  went  in  hy,  445 

With  all  thaim  ofFhjrs  cumpany. 

And  fand  clerk  £ll YS  at  the  mete  ; 

And  hys  round  about  hym  fet. 

And  thai  come  on  thaim  ftoutly  thar, 

And  with  fuerds  that  fcharply  ibhar,  450 

Thai  feruyt  thaim  full  egrely. 

Slayn  war  thai  full  grewoufly, 

That  Weill  ner  efchapyt  nane  $ 

Thai  feruyt  thaim  on  fa  gret  wane, 

Off  fcherand  fuerds,  and  with  knyffs,  455 

That  Weill  ner  alt  left  the  lyvys. 

Thai  had  a  feloun  eftremefs; 

That  fowr  cbargs  to  chargand  wes. 

Thai  that  efchapyt  thar  throw  ca(s 

Rycht  till  the  oft  the  way  taifs,  460 

Ver*  441.  Hftd  ttdvice  tliat  a  clergyman  of  the  name  of 

£4mof)s  bear  mtirmeh.   Enhwruts,  Fr. 

And 
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And  tauU  bow  tliat  thair  men  war  flayne 
Sa  clene  that  thar  dcfaapyt  nane. 

And  quhen  thai  offdiair  oft  had  herd 
How  that  the  Dowglas  with  thaim  ferd, 
That  had  thair  herbreyours  flane,  465 

And  rufchyt  all  thaimfelf  Agane, 
And  flew  thair  Lord  in  myd  diair  rout ; 
Thar  wes  nane  oS  thaim  all  (a  ftout^ 
That  mar  will  than  had  tilt  afiaiU 
The  Dowglas.    Tharfor  to  cunfaiU  470 

Thai  yeid,  and  to  purpofs  has  tane 
To  wend  hamwart ;  and  hatnewait  ar  gane^ 
And  fped  thaim  fwa  apon  thair  way^ 
That  in  Ingland  fone  cum  ar  thai. 
Theforeft  left  thai  ftandand  ftiU  ;  475 

To  hew  it  than  diai  had  na  wilt : 
Specially  quhill  the  Dowglas 
Swa  ner  hand  by  thair  nychtbur  was. 

And  he  that  Taw  thaim  tumc  agayn, 
Perfawyt  weill  thair  Lord  wes  flayn  ;  480 

And  be  the  hat  that  he  had  tane, 
He  wyft  alfua  weill ;  for  ane 
That  takyn  wes  faid  hym  futhly 
That  Rychmound  commonnaly 
Wes  wount  that  furryt  hat  to  wer.  485 

Than  Dowglas  blythar  was  than  er. 
For  he  wyft  weill  that  Rychmouko, 
Hys  feloun  fa,  wes  broucht  to  ground. 

Schyr 
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To  draw  thaim  fra  thai  fchot  away,  43J; 

*  Than  in  a  playne  aflembljrt  thai, 
And  for  thair  Lord,  that  thar  wes  dode. 
Thai  fchup  thaim  in  that  ilk  ftede 
For  to  tak  hcrbcry  all  that  nycht. 
And  than  the  Dowglas,  that  wes  wycbt^       440 
Gat  wittring  ane  clerk  £lys6, 
With  weil  thre  bundre  enymyfs, 
All  ftraucht  to  Lyntatle  war  gajn, 
And  berbery  for  diair  oft  has  tane. 
Than  thyddir  is  he  went  in  by,  445 ' 

With  all  thaim  off  hy%  cumpany, 
And  fand  clerk  £ll YS  at  the  mete  ; 
And  hys  round  about  hym  fet. 
And  thai  come  on  thaim  ftoudy  thar. 
And  with  fuerds  that  fcharply  (char,  450 

Thai  feruyt  thaim  full  egrely. 
Slayn  war  thai  full  grewoufly, 
That  Weill  ner  efchapyt  nanc ; 
Thai  feruyt  thaim  on  fa  gret  wane, 
OiFfcherand  fuerds,  and  with  knyfFs,  455 

TTiat  Weill  ner  ail  left  the  lyyys. 
Thai  had  a  feloun  eftremefs ; 
That  fowr  chargs  to  chargand  wes. 
Thai  that  efchapyt  thar  tbrow  cafs 
Rycht  till  the  oft  the  way  taifs,  460 

Ver.  441.  Had  advice  tbst  a  clergyman  of  the  name  ef 

BnIS* 

Vcr,  457.  Editions  bear  iMtfrmms.    Entrmngts,  Fr. 

And 
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^nd  tauld  bow  that  thair  men  war  flayne 
Sa  clene  that  thar  efchapyt  nane. 

And  quhen  thai  ofF  thair  oft  had  herd 
How  that  the  Dowglas  with  thaim  ferd, 
That  had  thair  herbreyours  flane,  465 

And  rufchyt  all  thaioifelf  agane. 
And  flew  thair  Lord  in  myd  diair  rout ; 
Thar  wes  nane  off  thaim  all  fa  ftout^ 
That  mar  will  than  had  till  afiaill 
The  Dowglas.     Tharfor  to  cunfaill  470 

Thai  yeid,  and  to  purpofs  has  lane 
To  wend  hamwart ;  and  hamewart  ar  gane. 
And  fped  thaim  fwa  apon  thair  way. 
That  in  Ingland  Tone  cum  ar  thai. 
The  fore/I  left  thai  ftandand  ftill ;  475 

To  hew  it  than  thai  had  na  will : 
Specially  quhill  the  Dowglas 
Swa  ner  hand  by  thair  nychtbur  was. 

And  he  that  Taw  thaim  tume  agayn, 
Perfawyt  weill  thair  Lord  wes  flayn;  480 

And  be  the  hat  that  he  had  tane, 
He  wyft  alfua  weill ;  for  ane 
That  takyn  wes  faid  hym  futhlj 
That  Rychmound  commonnaly 
Wes  wount  that  furryt  hat  to  wer.  485 

Than  Dowglas  blythar  was  than  ePf 
For  he  wyft  weill  that  Rychmouko, 
Hys  feloun  fa,  wes  broucht  to  ground. 

Schyr 
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Schyr  James  off  Dowglas,  on  thys  wyfi, 
Throw  hys  worfcbip,  and  hys  empryls,  499 

Defendyt  worthely  the  land. 
This  poynt  off  wer,  I  tak  on  hand, 
Wes  undretane  fiill  apertly. 
And  efchewyt  rycfat  hardely. 
For  he  na  ftonayit,  forowtyn  wer^  495 

That  folk,  that  weill  ten  thouiand  wer. 
With  fyfty  armyt  men,  but  ma, 
I  can  als  tell  how  othyr  twa 
Poynts  that  wcilc  efchewyt  wcr 
With  fyfty  men,  and  but  wer.  50Q 

This  wes  the  fyrft  that  (a  ftoutly 
Wes  broucht  to  end  wele  with  fyfty. 

Into  GaUowof  the  tothyr  fell ; 
Quhen,  as  ye  foroudi  herd  me  tell, 
Schyr  Eduuard  the  Bruyss,  with  fyfty,      505 
Wencuffyt  of  Saint  Ihone  Schyr  Aymery, 
And  fyfty  hundre  men  by  tale. 
The  thred  fell  intiU  EfdaiU-, 
Quhen  that  Schyr  Ihone  the  SowLs  was 
The  gouernour  off  all  that  place,  510 

That  to  Schyr  Androw  Hardclay 
With  fyfty  men  withfet  the  way, 
That  had  thar  in  hys  cumpany 
Thre  hundre,  horfyt  jolily. 

Ver.  5t  I  •  Sir  Andrew  Hardcla,  afterward  Earl  of  Caiiile» 
beheaded  in  1313  for  txtafonable  correfpondence  with  the 
Scocilhking. 

Thu$ 
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^hus  Schyr  Ihone  intill  plzyn  melle,  515 

Throw  fowerane  hardyment  that  felle^ 

WencuiTyt  thaim  rycht  fturdely  ilkan^ 

And  Schyr  Androw  in  hand  has  tane* 

I  will  not  reherfs  the  maner, 

For  quhaia  liks  thai  may  her  520 

Young  wemen,  quhen  thai  will  play^ 

Syng  it  amang  thaim  ilk  day. 

Thir  war  the  worthy  poynts  thr^ 

That  I  trow  euirmar  fall  be 

Preilyt,  quhile  men  may  on  diaim  menet         S^S 

It  is  wele  worth,  forowtyn  wene. 

That  thair  namys  for  euirmar^ 

That  in  thair  tym  fua  worthy  war. 

That  men  till  her  yheit  has  daynte. 

For  thair  worfchip  and  thair  bounte,  530 

Be  leftand  ay  forth  in  lowing ; 

Quhar  he  that  is  off  Hewynys  King 

Bring  thaim  hey  up  till  Hevynys  blis, 

Qjihar  alwayis  leftand  lowing  is. 

In  this  tyme  diat  the  Rychmound  535 

Was  on  this  maner  broucht  to  ground. 
Men  off  the  coft  off  Ingland 
That  duelt  on  Humbrej  or  ner  hand, 
Gadryt  thaim  a  gret  menye; 
And  went  in  fchippis  to  the  fe.  54O 

Ver.  5iS.  Took  Sir  Apdrew  prifoner. 

Vol.  m.  E  Andf 
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And  towart  Sctdami  went  in  br. 

And  in  the  Fjrtb  come  haftdf. 

Thai  wend  till  haiffall  thair  liking, 

YoT  thai  wjrft  full  wde  that  ^  Kikg 

Wes  than  far  owt  off*  the  ccMintrey  545 

Widi  hym  mony  off  gret  bourne. 

Tharfor  into  the  Fyrtb  come  thai. 

And  enlang  it  up  held  thai, 

Quhill  thai  befid  Imverkeibimgj 

On  weft  halfF  towart  Duwfertyng  550 

Tuk  land ;  and  bA  begouth  to  ryve. 

The  Erl  off  F  YFr,  and  the  fchyiryve. 

Saw  to  thair  coft  fchippis  approchaod, 

Thai  gadryt  to  defend  diair  land ; 

And  aforgayn  the  fchippis  ay,  555 

As  thai  lailyt,  thai  held  thair  way. 

And  thoucht  to  let  thaim  land  to  talc. 

And  quhen  the  fehipmen  (aw  diaim  mak 

Swilk  contenance,  in  fic  aray, 

Thai  (aid  amang  thaim  all  that  thai  560 

Wald  not  let  for  thaim  land  to  ta. 

Than  to  the  land  dnu  fped  thaim  fwa. 

That  thai  come  thar  in  full  grct  by. 

And  ary wyt  full  harddy. 

The  Scotts  men  faw  thair  cummyng,  565 

And  had  off  thaim  itc  abayfing, 


Vcr.  541.  Of  Forth. 
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That  thai  all  Tamyn  raid  tbaim  fra ; 

Ani  the  land  let^es  lete  thaim  ta* 

Thai  durft  not  fycht  with  thaim,  forthy 

Thai  all  witbUrew  thaim  halely;  5^0 

The  quhethyr  thai  war  fyve  hundre  ner. 

Quhen  thai  away  this  ridand  wer. 

And  na  defens  begouth  to  fchape, 

OffDuniiUyn  the  gud  Byfchap, 

That  men  callyt  Wilyam  SaintclsR|        575 

Come  with  a  rout  in  gud  maner  i 

I  trow  on  horfs  thai  war  fexty. 

HymfelfF  was  armyt  jolyly } 

And  raid  apon  a  ftalwart  fted^ 

A  cheniar)  for  till  hele  hys  wed^  589 

Apon  hys  armour  had  he  then ; 

And  armyt  weill  als  wer  hys  men. 

The  Erie  and  the  Schyrreff  met  he, 
A  waywart  with  thair  gret  menye : 
And  afkyt  thaim  weill  fone  quhat  hy  585 

Maid  thaim  to  turne  fa  haftily. 
Thai'faid  thair  fiiyis,  with  ftalwart  hand. 
Had  in  fie  fojfoun  takyn  the  land, 

Ver.  574*  William  Sinclair^  brother  of  Sir  Henry  Sinclauf 
of  Rodin,  was  bi(hop  of  Dunkeld  from  about  1 30S  till  about 
1314.    Keith* 
Ver.  580.  A  ebemar  is  a  loofe  upper  garment. 
Her  body  (haded  with  a  (light  cfmat. 

Drydeiif  C^o^  and  I|)h. 
E  2  '  "    l>at 
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To  draw  thaim  fra  thai  fchot  away,  43J 

*  Than  in  a  playne  ailemUyt  thai, 
And  for  thair  Lord,  that  thar  wes  dode. 
Thai  fchup  thaim  in  that  ilk  ftede 
For  to  tak  hcrbcry  all  that  nycht. 
And  than  the  Dowglas,  that  wes  wycbt^       440 
Gat  wittring  anc  clerk  £lyS6, 
With  well  thre  bundre  enymyfs, 
All  Araucht  to  Lyntaile  war  gajm, 
And  herbery  for  thair  oft  has  tane. 
Than  thyddir  is  he  went  in  hy,  445  * 

With  all  thaim  off  hys  cumpany, 
And  hnd  clerk  £ll YS  at  the  mete ; 
And  hys  round  about  hym  fet. 
And  thai  come  on  thaim  ftoudy  thar, 
And  with  fuerds  that  fcharply  (char,  450 

Thai  feruyt  thaim  full  cgrely. 
Slayn  war  thai  full  grewoufly, 
That  Weill  ner  cfchapyt  nanc ; 
Thai  feruyt  thaim  on  fa  gret  wane, 
OfF  fcherand  fuerds,  and  with  knyfFs,  455 

That  Weill  ner  all  left  the  lyvys. 
Thai  had  a  feloun  eftremefs ; 
That  fowr  chargs  to  chargand  ww. 
Thai  that  efchapyt  thar  throw  caft 
Rycht  till  the  oft  the  way  taifs,  460 

Ver.  441.  Had  advice  that  a  der^man  of  the  nane  d 
SHis* 

^<r>  457*  Editions  bear  mtirmms,    Eninmett,  Fr. 

And 
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**  Pryk  wc  apon  thaim  hardyly,  .  615 

<*  And  we  fall  haflF  thaim  weill  lychtly, 

^<  Se  thai  us  cum  but  abayfing, 

^^  Swa  that  we  mak  her  na  ftynting, 

**  Thai  fall  weill  fone  difcomfyt  be, 

<*  Now  dois  weill ;  for  men  fall  fc  6ao 

«'  Quha  lufFs  the  Kings  men(k  to-day/' 

Than  altogyddir,  in  gud  aray, 

Thai  prykyt  amang  thaim  fturdely* 

The  Byfchap  that  was  rycht  hardy, 

And  mekill,  and  ftark,  raid  forouth  ay,  625 

Than  in  a  frufche  afTemblit  thai. 

And  thai,  that  at  the  fyrft  meting, 

Feld  off  the  fpers  fa  far  fowing, 

Wandyft,  and  wald  haiflF  bene  away : 

Towart  the  fchippys  in  hy  held  thai, '  630 

And  thai  thaim  chaflyt  felounly ; 

And  flew  thaim  fa  difpitoufly. 

That  all  the  felds  llrowyt  war, 

OS  Inglis  men  that  flayne  war  thar. 

And  thai  yheit  that  held  unflayne  635 

Prcflyt  to  the  fe  agayne. 

And  Scott s  menxhzt  chailyt  fua 

Slew  all  that  euir  thai  mycht  ourta. 

Bot  thai  that  fled  yheit  not  forthy 

Swa  to  the  fchippys  gan  thai  hys  640 

And  in  fum  barge  fua  fele  gan  ga  ; 

And  thair  fayis  haflyt  thaim  fwa, 

That  thai  ourtumblyt ;  and  the  men 

Th^t  war  thar  war  <}rownyt  then,. 

E  3  Thar 
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Thar  did  an  Inglis  man  perfiiy 
A  wele  gret  ftrenth,  as  Ik  hard  (ay ; 
For  quhen  he  chaflyt  wcs  til!  hjrs  bat^ 
A  Scotts  many  that  hym  handlyt  hat, 
He  hynt  than  be  the  armys  twa, 
And  war  hym  wde,  or  war  hyni  wa, 
He  ewyn  apon  hys  bak  hym  flang ; 
And  with  hym  to  the  bat  gan  gang. 
And  keft  hym  in,  all  mawgre  hys. 
This  wes  a  weile  gret  ftrenth  I  wis. 

The  Inglis  men  that  wan  away 
To  thair  fchippys  in  hy  went  thai  | 
And  faylyt  hame  angry  and  wa. 
That  thai  had  bene  rebutyt  fwa, 

Quhen  that  the  fchippys  on  this  wyfs 
War  difcomfyt,  ^s  I  dewyft. 
The  Byfchap  that  Ta  weill  hym  bar, 
That  he  all  hartyt  that  thair  war, 
Wes  yheit  into  fechting  fted, 
Quhar  that  fyve  hundrc  ner  war  dcd, 
Forowtyn  thaim  that  drownyt  war. 
And  quhen  the  feld  wes  Tpulyeit  bar, 
Thai  went  all  hame  till  thair  repar. 
To  the  Byfchap  is  feUyn  fayr 
That  throw  hys  price,  and  hys  bounte, 
Wes  efchewit  fwilk  a  journe. 
The  King  tharfdr,  ay  fira  that  day, 
Hym  lufFyt,  and  preflyt,  and  honoryt  ayi 
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And  held  hym  in  fuyllc  daynte 

That  "  hys  awne  Byfchop"  hym  callit  he. 

Thus  thai  defcndyt  the  countrc  675 

Apon  bath  halffs  the  Scottsfe^ 
Quhill  that  the  King  wes  out  ofFland. 
That  than,  as  Ik  haf  borne  on  hand, 
Throw  all  Ireland  hys  courfs  had  maid  ; 
And  agayn  to  Cragfergus  raid.  680 

And  quhen  hys  brodyr,  as  he  war  King, 
Had  all  the  Irfchery  at  bidding, 
And  haly  Vi/tftre  alfua. 
He  bufkyt  hame  hys  way  to  ta. 
Off  hys  men  that  war  maft  hardy,  685 

And  prefyt  maft  ofFchewalry, 
With  hys  brodyr  gret  part  left  he ; 
And  fyne  is  went  hym  to  the  fe, 
Quhan  thair  levys  on  aythir  party 
Wes  tane,  he  went  to  the  fchip  in  hy  j  69O 

The  Erie  Thomas  with  hym  he  hadj 
Thai  raiflfyt  faills,  but  abaid, 
And  in  the  land  ofF  Galloway^ 
Forowt  perill,  aryvyt  thay. 


END    OF     BUKE     XVI. 
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That  capitane  wes  ofFthe  touiu 

All  Scotts  men  in  fufpicioun 

He  had,  and  tretyt  thaim  rycbt  ill ; 

He  had  ay  to  thaim  hewy  will,  20 

And  he}d  thaim  fiift  at  undije  ay. 

Quhill  that  it  fell  apon  a  day. 

That  a  burgefs,  Syme  off  Spalding, 

Thoucht  that  it  wes  rycht  angry  thing 

Swa  gate  ay  to  rebatyt  bf .  2$ 

Tharfor  intill  hys  hart  thocht  he,  ^ 

That  he  wald  ferly  mak  coWine 

With  the  March^ll)  quhayis  cofync 

He  had  weddyt  till  hjrs  wiff ; 

And  as  he  thoucht  be  did  belyff.  39 

Lettrys  till  hym  be  fend  in  by 
With  a  traift  man  all  priudy ; 
And  fet  hym  tym  to  hym  a  nycht, 
With  leddres,  and  with  gud  men  wycht. 
Till  the  Kow  yet  all  prjuely ;  35 

And  bad  hym  bald  hys  traift  trewly, 
And  be  fuld  m^te  thaim  at  the  wait, 
For  hys  walk  tbar  that  nycht  fuld  fall. 

Quhen  the  Marfchell  the  lettre  (kw, 
Hp  unbethoucht  hym  than  a  thraw;  40 

For  he  wyft,  be  hym  ielwyn»  he 
Mycht  not  off  mycht  na  power  be 
For  to  efcheyff  fa  grct  a  thing ; 
And  giff  he  tuk  till  hys  helping, 

Anc 
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X  H  £  lords  ofF  the  land  war  hyrif 
Quhen  thai  wyft  he  wes  commyn  agayn ; 
And  till  hym  went  in  full  gret  hy, 
And  he  refawit  thaim  hamlyly ; 
And  maid  thaim  feft,  and  glaidfutn  cher. 
And  thai  fa  wondrely  blyth  wer 
OfF  hys  come,  that  tu  man  mycht  (ay. 
Gret  feft,  and  fuyr,  till  hym  maid  thaM« 
Quhareuir  he  raid  all  the  country 
Gadryt  in  daynte  hym  to  ie» 

Gret  glaidfchip  than  wes  in  the  lands 
All  than  wes  wonyn  till  hys  hand ; 
Fra  the  Red  Swer  to  Orknay 
Wes  nocht  off  Scotland  fra  hys  fay  j 
Owtakyn  Berwik^  it  allane. 
That  tyme  tharin  wonyt  anc, 


10 
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Vcr,  13.  Editions  have  *  the  Red  Syre :'  apprpntly  foiiilP 
place  in  Galloway. 
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l^n  off  the  beft  oflF  Loihiam 

He  hym  till  h}'s  tryft  has  tane  ; 

For  fchyreifi'  tharof  then  wes  he.  j^ 

To  Duns  pari  than  with  hys  menye 

He  came,  at  eviyn  priucly. 

And  fyne,  with  a  gud  cumpany, 

Sone  eft}T  come  the  Erie  Thgma% 

That  yrcs  met  with  the  Lord  Dowclas.  So 

A  rycht  fayr  cum|>any  thai  war, 

Qjiben  thai  war  met  togyddyr  thar. 

And  quhen  the  Marichell  the  covyn 
To  bath  the  lords,  lyne  be  lyne, 
Had  tauld,  thai  went  forth  on  thair  way,  85 

Fer  fra  the  toun  thair  horfs  left  thai. 
To  male  it  fchort  fwa  wroucht  thai  then, 
That,  but  feyng  ofFony  men, 
Owtane  Syme  oIFSpaldyne  allanT) 
That  gert  that  deid  be  undretane,  90 

Thai  fct  thair  leddres  to  the  wall. 
And,  but  perfawing,  come  up  all ; 
And  held  thaim  in  a  nuk  prlue, 
Quhill  that  the  nycht  fuld  paffit  be. 
And  ordaynyt  that  the  maift  party  95 

OfF  thair  men  fuld  gang  farraly 
With  thair  lords,  and  h;dd  ofFftale. 
And  the  renoanand  fuld  all  hale 
Skaill  throw  the  town,  and  tak  or  ila 
All  the  men  th^t  th^i  mycbt  ourqi.  100 


Bot 


9     U     K     E       XV4I.  63 

Bot  fone  this  ordynance  hrak  thai. 
For  alfone  as  it  dawyt  day. 
The  twa  parts  ofF  thair  men,  and  ma. 
All  flcailyt  throw  the  toun  gao  ga  ; 
Sa  gredy  war  thai  to  the  gud,  I05 

That  thai  ran  rycht  as  thai  war  woudy 
And  fefyt  houfl3,  and  flew  men. 
And  thai  that  faw  thair  fayis  then 
Cum  apon  thaim  fa  fedanly. 
Throw  the  town  thai  raifTyt  the  cry  5  no 

And  fchot  togyddir  her  and  ther : 
And  ay,  as  thai  aflemblyt  wer, 
Thai  wald  abid,  and  male  debate* 
Had  thai  bene  warnyt  weie,  I  wate, 
Thai  fuld  haiff  fauld  thair  deds  der ;  1x5 

For  thai  war  gud  men ;  and  thai  wer 
Fcr  ma  than  thai  war  that  thaim  foucht. 
Bot  thai  war  fcalyt  that  thai  moucht 
On  na  maner  aflTemblit  be  i 
Thar  war  gret  mellyfs  twa  or  three.  no 

Bot  Scotts  men  (a  weile  thaim  bar. 
That  thair  &yis  ay  rufchyt  war  ; 
And  contraryt  at  the  laft  war  fwa. 
That  th^i  haly  the  bak  gan  ta. 
Sum  gat  the  caftell,  bot  not  all ;  115 

And  fum  ar  flydyn  our  the  wall. 
And  fum  war  intill  hands  tane. 
And  fum  war  intill  bargane  flane« 


On 
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On  this  wyfs  thaim  contenjt  thai, 

Quhill  it  wes  ncr  none  off  the  day :  i  jo 

Than  thai  that  in  the  caftell  war. 

And  othyrs  that  fled  to  thaim  thar. 

That  war  a  rycht  gret  cumpanjr, 

Quhen  thai  the  baners  faw  fimply 

Standand,  and  ftuffyt  with  a  quhone,  135 

Thair  yatts  haff  thai  opnyt  fone^ 

And  ifchyt  on  thaim  hardyly. 

Than  Erie  ThomAs,  that  wes  worthy^ 

And  the  gud  Lord  als  off  Dowglas, 

With  the  few  folk  that  with  thaim  was,  140 

Met  thaim  ftoutly  with  wapnys  fer ; 

Quhar  men  mycht  (e,  that  had  bene  ner. 

Men  abandoune  hardely. 

The  Inglis  men  faucht  cruelly ; 

And  with  all  thair  mychts  gan  thaim  payn       145 

To  rufche  the  S^otts  nun  agayn* 

I  trow  thai  had  fua  done  per£iy. 

For  thai  war  fewar  fer  than  thai, 

Giff  it  na  had  bene  a  new  maid  knycht^ 

That  till  hys  name  Schyr  Wilyam  hycbt      156 

Off  Keyth,  and  off  Gallistoun 

He  hycht,  throw  difierence  off  fournome^ 

That  bar  hym  fwt  Irycht  weill  tiiat  day. 

And  put  hym  till  fua  hard  aflay. 

And  fic  dynts  about  hym  dang ;  155 

That>  quhar  he  faw  the  thykkyft  thrang, 

Vcr.  135.  Supplied  by  a  few  \  accompanied  by  few  men. 

He 
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He  preffit  with  fa  mekill  mychf^ 

And  fua  enforfely  gan  fycht, 

Thfiit  he  maid  till  hys  mengue  way; 

And  that  ner  ¥rar  by  hym  ay  160 

Dang  on  thair  fayis  fua  hardely. 

That  thai  hafFtane  thair  bale  in  hy. 

And  till  the  caftell  held  the  way. 

And  at  gret  myfcheifFentryt  thai^ 

For  thai  war  preflyt  thar  b,  faft,  165 

That  thai  fele  lefyt  of  the  laft. 

Bot  thai  that  entryt,  not  forthy 
Sparyt  thair  yatts  haftely; 
And  in  hy  to  the  walls  ran ; 
For  thai  war  not  all  fyker  than.  1 70 

The  toun  wes  takyn  on  this  wyft 
Throw  gret  worfchip,  and  hey  pryfs; 
And  all  the  gud  that  thar  fand 
Wes  fcfyt  fmcrtly  intill  hand. 
Wi£bdll  thai  fand  in  gret  fbyiioun  |  jy^ 

And  all  that  fell  to  ftufFofFtoun, 
That  kepyt  thaim  fra  deftroying. 
And  fyn  has  word  fend  to  the  Kino  ; 
And  he  wes  oflF  that  tything  hlyth^ 
And  fped  hym  thydderwart  fwyth  ;  t9o 

And  as  he  throw  the  countre  raid 
Men  gadryt  till  hym,  quhill  he  had 


Ver.  171.  sSth  March  1318. 
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A  mekill  rout  off  mychty  men. 
And  the  folk  that  war  wOn^iKJl  th^A 
IntlU  the  Merfi  wA  T^wid^  ||$ 

Aivl  in  the  foreji  als  aU  hak, 
And  the  eft  end  off  l0Otki^n4^ 
Befor  that  the  KiKO  come^  ar  ganf 
To  Berwik,  with  ft^ wart  hand. 
That  nane  that  wes  that  tyo^  wonanc^  i^ 

'Qn  yond  half  Tueid  durft  we^l  ^pper. 
And  thai  that  in  the  caftell  v(er^ 
Quhen  thai  thair  fayis  in  fic  plente 
Saw  forouth  thaicn  aiTcmblyl  be. 
And  had  na  hop  off  refk^wing,  1^5 

Thai  war  abayfit  in  gre^  thing. 


Bot  thai  the  caftell  not  forthy 
Held  thaim  fyve  d^yis  ft;^cMy;. 
Syne  yauld  i(  ap^ii  the  (bi^t  day ; 
And  till  thair  counti:^.  fyn^  wont  thai. 


2G0 


Thus  wes  the^  caftell^  and  the  toun^ 
Till  Scottfmenys  pofleflioun 
Broucht :  and  foqe  ^ftre  the  KiHt> 
Come  rydand  with  hys,  gaddryog 
To  Berwik ;  and  in  the  caftell 
He  wes  herbry^  bath  fayr  and  weiH  ; 
And  all  hys  Lords  kym  by. 
The  remanand  conionnaJ|y 
Till  berbery  till  the  toun  ar  gan. 
The  King  has  than  to  con&iU  tane 
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That  he  waU  not  brek  doun  th^  wall  | 

Bot  caftell,  and  the  toun  withall, 

StufF  Weill  with  men,  and  with  wi£laill, 

And  al  kyn  othyr  apparaill 

That  mycht  awaile,  or  ells  myftre  ai5 

To  hald  caftell,  or  toun  off  wer.  '  > 

And  Waltre  Stewart  off  Scotland, 

That  than  wes  young  and  awenand,  ■■^"   ' 

And  fyne  in  laucht  wes  to  the  Kino,  -   '^ 

Had  fa  greit  will  and  fie  yarning,  lio 

Ner  hand  the  merches  for  to  be, 

That  Berwik  to  yemfell  tuk  he. 

And  refawit  off  the  Kino  die  toun. 

And  the  caftell,  and  the  dungeoiin. 

The  King  gert  men  off  gret  nobhy  ai5 

Ryd  intill  Ingland  for  to  prey ; 
That  broucht  out  gret  plente  off  fe : 
And  fum  countries  tholyt  he, 
For  wi£biill,  that  in  gret  foyfoun 
He  gert  bring  fmertly  to  the  toun :  ajO 

Swa  that  bath  caftell  and  toun  war 
Weill  ftuffyt  for  a  yer,  and  mar. 

The  gud  Stewart  off  Scotland  thm 
Send  for  hys  freynds,  and  hys  men, 
Quhill  he  had  with  hym  but  archers,  23S 

And  but  bnrdowyis,  and  awblafters, 

¥«:•  S35, 236.  But  in  thefe  linet  implies  over  and ahovi. 
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Fyvchundrc  men,  wycht  and  worthy. 
That  bar  armys  off  awnccftry, 

Ihonb  Crab,  a  Flemyngy  als  had  he^ 
That  wes  off  (a  gret  futdte  24O 

To  ordane,  and  male  apparaill. 
For  to  defend,  and  till  aflaill, 
Caftell  off  wer,  or  than  cyte. 
That  nane  fleyar  mycht  fwnAyn  be« 
He  gert  engyn}^  and  cran3rs,  ma,  245 

And  purwa3rit  gret  fyr  alfaa; 
Spryngalds,  and  fchot,  on  fer  maners 
That  to  defend  caflells  affers, 
He  purwayit  intill  full  gret  wane ; 
Bot  gpnys  for  crakys  had  he  nane,  250 

For  in  Scotland  yeit  than  but  wene 
The  ufs  off  thaim  had  not  bene  fene. 

Quhen  the  toun  apon  this  wyft 
Was  ftuffyt,  as  Ik  her  deuifs, 
The  nobill  Kino  hys  way  has  tane,  255 

And  ryddyn  towart  Lnuthiam. 
And  WALTRfi  Stewart,  that  wes  ftou^ 
He  left  at  Berwik  with  hys  rout  $ 
And  ordanyt  iaft  for  apparaill 
To  defend  giff  men  wald  aflaill.  a6o 


noB. 


Var.  ft5o.  «  Oynnyt  for  crakyt/  are  great  gunt  or  can- 
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Quhen  to  the  King  off  Ingland 
Vfei  tauld  how  that,  with  ffaJwart  hand, 
Berwik  wcs  tane,  and  ftufFyt  fyne 
With  men,  and  wi£bill  off  armpe, 
He  wes  anoyit  gretumly ;  265 

And  gert  aiTembill  all  halely 
Hys  cunfaill,  and  has  tane  to  reid 
TTiat  he  hys  oft  will  thyddyr  Icid ; 
And  with  all  mycht  that  he  mycht  get 
To  the  toune  ane  aflfege  fet ;  270 

And  gert  dyk  thaim  fa  ftalwartly. 
That  quhill  thaim  likyt  thar  to  ly, 
Thai  fuld  fer  owt  the  traifter  be. 
And  giff  the  men  off  the  countre' 
With  ftrenth  oiFmen  wald  thaim  aiBuU,  275 

At  thair  dyks  into  bataill, 
Thai  fuld  awantage  hafF  gretly, 
Thouch  all  Scotts  for  grct  foly 
War  till  aflaill  into  fychting 
At  hys  dyks  (a  ftark  a  thing*  280 

Quhen  thys  counfaill  on  this  maner 
Wes  tane,  he  gert  bath  fer  and  ner 
Hys  oft  haly  aifemblyt  be : 
Ane  gret  folk  than  with  hym  had  he. 
Off  Lang  Castbll  the  Erie  ThomaS|       285 
That  fyne  was,  as  men  fayis. 
In  hys  cumpany  wes  thar ; 
And  all  the  Erllys  that  als  war 

F  3  In 
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In  Inglandj  wordiy  for  to  fycht, 

And  Barooys  als  off  mekill  mycht^  A|* 

With  hyni  to  that  aflege  had  he. 

And  gcrt  hys  ibhippys  by  the  fc 

Bring  fchot,  and  othyr  aparaill. 

And  gret  warnyfonc  off  widaill. 

To  Berwik  with  all  hys  menye,  29^ 

With  hys  bataiHs  arayit,  come  he  \ 
And  till  gret  Lords  ilkane  fundry 
Ordanyt  a  feld  for  thair  herbcry. 
That  men  mycht  Tone  fe  pailyownys 
Be  ftentyt,  off  fyndry  faflbwnys,  30O 

That  thai  a  toun  all  fone  maid  thar. 
Mar  than  bath  toun  and  caftell  war« 

On  othyr  half  fyne,  on  the  fe^ 
The  fchippys  come  in  fie  plente. 
With  widiaill,  armyng,  and  with  men,  305 

That  all  the  havyn  wes  ftoppyt  then. 

And  quhen  thai  that  war  in  the  toun 
Saw  thair  fayis^  in  fie  foyfoun, 
Be  land  and  fe,  cum  fturdely  \ 
Thai,  as  wycht  men  and  rycht  worthy>  31O 

Schup  thaim  to  defend  thair  fteid. 
That  thai  in  awentur  of  deid 


Ver.  309.  Avguft)  1319. 
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Suld  put  thaim ;  or  than  rufche  agane 

1'hair  fayis.    For  thair  capitane 

Trctyt  thaim  fa  luflcly ;  31 5 

And  thairwithall  the  maift  party 

Off  diaim,  Aat  artnyt  with  hyrti  wtr, 

War  oiFhys  blud,  and  fib  hym  ner  t 

Or  dls  thai  war  offhys  elye. 

Off  fie  comfort  men  mycht  thaim  ky  32^ 

And  off  fa  rycht  fayr  contenyng. 

As  nane  off  thaim  had  abayfing. 

On  dayis  armyt  weill  war  thai ; 
Aitd  on  the  nycht  wele  walkyt  ay, 
Weill  fex  dayis  fua  thai  abaid,  325 

That  na  full  gret  bargane  haid* 
Intill  this  tyme,  that  I  tell  her, 
That  thai  withowtyn  bargane  wer. 
The  Inglis  men  fa  cloffyt  had 
Thair  oft,  with  dyks  that  thai  maid,  330 

That  thai  war  flrenthit  gretumly. 
Syne  with  all  hands  befely 
Thai  fchuip  thaim,  with  thair  apparaill, 
Thaim  off  the  toun  for  till  afTailL 
And  off  our  Ladys  ewyn  Mary  335 

That  bar  die  byrth  that  all  gan  by. 
That  men  calls  hyr  Natiuity, 
Sone.in  the  morning  men  mycht  fe 

Ver.  319.  <  Or  elfe  thqr  were  of  his  tf/Jr,'    Edit. 
Ver.  335*  The  ytji  September,  1319, 

F  4  The 
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The  IngUs  oft  arm  duum  in  hji 

And  difplajdt  baners  fturdely;  j^ 

And  aflembill  to  thair  baners 

With  inftruments  offfer  maners. 

As  fcaffalds,  leddrs,  and  cowering, 

Pykkys,  howis,  and  with  ftaff  flyng 

To  ilk  Lord,  and  hys  bataill,  ^j 

Was  ordany^  quhar  he  fuld  aflaill. 

And  thai  within,  jquhen  that  thai  £iw 
That  mengye  raung  thaim  (a  on  raw. 
Till  thair  wards  thai  went  in  hy. 
That  war  ftufiyt  rycht  ftalwartly  350 

With  ftanys,  and  fchot,  and  othyr  diing 
That  nedyt  to  thair  defending  ; 
And  into  fic  maner  abaid 
Thair  &yis,  that  till  aflaill  thaim  maid, 

Quhen  thai  withowt  war  all  redy  955 

Thai  trumpyt  till  a  fait  in  hy ; 
And  ilk  man  with  hys  apparaill, 
Quhar  he  fuld  be,  went  till  aflaill. 
To  ilk  kyrnell  that  war  thar 
Archers  to  fchot  affignyt  war.  360 

And  quhen  on  this  wyfs  thai  war  bouii| 
Thai  went  in  hy  towartthc  tounj 
And  iillyt  dyks  haftely, 
Syne  to  the  wall  rycht  hardely 
Thai  went,  with  leddres  that  thai  haid|  36S 

Bot  thai  fa  gret  defend  that  maid^ 

That 
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That  war  abownye  apon  the  wall. 

That  oft  leddresy  and  men  withall. 

Thai  gert  fall  flatlings  to  the  ground. 

That  men  mycht  fe  in  a  litill  ftound  370 

Men  aflailand  hardely, 

Dref&ng  up  leddres  douchtely. 

And  fum  on  leddres  prefland  war ; 

Bot  thai  that  on  the  wall  war  thar. 

Till  all  perills  gan  abandoun  3*^5 

Thaim,  till  (hair  hyis  war  dungyn  doun« 

At  gret  myfcheifFdefendyt  thai 
Thair  toun,  for  giff  we  futh  iall  (ay. 
The  walls  off  the  toun  than  wer 
Sa  law,  that  a  man  with  a  fper  380 

Mycht  ftryk  ane  othyr  apon  the  face« 
And  the  fchot  alfua  thyk  thar  was 
That  it  war  wondre  for  till  fe. 
Waltre  Stewart  with  a  menye 
Raid  ay  about,  for  to  fe  quhar  385 

That  for  to  help  maft  myftre  war : 
And,  quhar  men  preflyt  maift,  he  maid 
Succour  to  hys  that  myftre  haid. 

The  mekill  folk,  that  wes  without. 
Had  enweronyt  the  town  about,  390 

Swa  that  na  part  off  it  wes  fre. 
Thar  mycht  men  the  aflailiars  fe 
Abandoun  thaim  rycht  hardely ; 
And  the  defendours  douchtely, 

With 
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With  all  thair  mychts,  gan  thaim  payn,  395 

To  put  thair  feyis  widi  force  agayn. 

On  this  wyfs  thaim  contcnyt  thai, 

Quhill  none  wes  paflit  off  the  day; 

Than  thai  that  in  the  fchippis  wer 

Ordanyt  a  fchip,  with  full  gret  for,  406 

To  cum  with  all  hyr  apparaill 

Rycht  to  the  wall,  for  till  affaill. 

Till  myd  maft  up  thair  bat  thai  drew. 

With  armyt  men  tharin  enew ; 

A  brig  thai  had  for  to  lat  fell,  405 

Rycht  fra  the  bat  apon  the  wall. 

With  bargs  by  her  gan  thai  row, 

And  preflyt  thaim  rycht  faft  to  tow 

Hyr  by  the  brig-houfs  to  the  wall : 

On  that  entent  thai  fct  thaim  all.  415 

Thai  broucht  hyr  quhill  flie  come  weill  Acr : 

Than  mycht  men  fe  on  fie  maner 

Sum  men  defend,  and  fum  affaill, 

Full  befyly  with  gret  trawaill. 

Within  fa  ftoutly  thai  thaim  bar  415 

That  the  fchipmen  fa  handlyt  war, 

That  thai  the  fchip  on  na  maner 

Mycht  ger  to  cum  the  wall  fa  ner. 

That  thar  fall  brig  mycht  neych  thartill. 

For  oucht  thai  mycht,  gud  or  ill :  420 

Ver.  41 9.  To  neycb  is  to  approach,  to  get  nigh. 
Thay  war  fo  nycc  quhcn  men  thaim  nicbt. 

Chrift's  Kirk. 

Quhill 
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Quhill  that  fche  ebbyt  on  the  grtmd. 
Than  mycht  men  in  a  litill  ftound 
Se  thaim  lee  fcr  of  wer  cowyne. 
Than  thai  war  er  that  war  hyrin. 
And  quhen  the  fe  wes  ebb]^  fua. 
That  men  all  dry  mycht  till  hyr  ga, 
Owt  oflF  the  toun  ifchit  in  hy 
Till  hyr  a  weill  gret  cumpany. 
And  fyr  till  hyr  has  kyndlet  fone ; 
Into  fchort  tyme  fwa  haif  thai  done, 
That  thai  in  fyr  hes  gert  her  bryn. 
And  fum  war  flayn  that  war  hyr  in, 
And  fum  fled,  and  away  ar  gane. 
Ane  engynour  tbar  haifF  thai  tane. 
That  wes  fleaft  ofFthat  myftcr. 
That  men  wyft  ony  fer  or  ner : 
Intill  the  toun  fyne  entryt  thai. 
It  fel]  thaim  hapily  perfay. 
That  thai  gat  in  fa  haftely. 
For  thair  come  a  gret  cumpany, 
Intill  gret  hy  up  be  the  fe, 
Quhen  thai  the  fchip  faw  brynand  be, 
Bot  or  thai  come,  the  tothyr  war  paft 
The  yat,  and  barryt  it  rycht  faft. 

That  folk  aflailyt  faft  that  diay ; 
And  thai  within  defend  that  ay 
On  Ac  a  wyfs,  that  thai  that  war 
With  gret  enforce  aflailland  thar, 
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Mycht  do  thair  will  on  na  maner. 

And  quhen  that  ewyn-fang  tym  wes  nsr^        450 

The  folk  without  that  war  wcry. 

And  Aim  woundyt  full  cruelly, 

Saw  thaim  within  defend  thaim  fwaj 

And  faw  it  wc$  not  fyth  to  ta 

The  toun,  quhill  (ic  defens  wes  mad  455 

By  thaim  that  intill  faring  had. 

The  oft  faw  that  thair  fchip  was  brynt^ 

And  ofF  thaim  that  tharin  wes  tynt ; 

And  thair  folk  woundyt  and  wery. 

Thai  gcrt  blaw  the  retret  in  hy.  460 

Fra  the  fchippmen  rebutyt  war. 

Thai  let  the  totbjnr  affiuU  na  mar ; 

For  throw  the  fchip  thai  wend  ilkane 

That  thai  the  toun  weill  fuld  half  tane. 

Men  fayis  that  ma  fchippis  than  fua  465 

Preilyt  that  tyme  the  toun  to  ta ; 
Bot  for  that  thar  wes  brynt  bot  ane^ 
And  the  engynour  tharin  wes  tane, 
Her  befor  mendoun  maid  I 
Bot  of  a  fchip  all  anerly,  470 

Quhen  that  thai  blawyn  had  thair  retre^ 
Thair  folk  that  tholyt  had  paynys  gret. 
Withdrew  thaim  haly  fra  the  wall  5 
The  aflalt  hafF  thai  left  aU. 
And  thai  within  that  wery  war,  475 

And  mony  off  thaim  woundyt  war  far^ 

War 
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War  blyth  and  glaid,  quhen  that  thai  fiiw 

Thair  &jis  on  that  wifs  thaim  withdraw. 

And  fra  thai  wyft  futhly  that  thai 

Held  to  thair  pailyowoys  thair  way,  480 

Thai  fet  gud  wachys  to  thair  wall  i 

Syne  till  thair  innys  went  thai  all. 

And  eflfyt  thaim  that  wery  war* 

And  othyrs  that  had  wownds  (ar 

Had  gud  lechys  forruth,  Ik  hycht,  4S5 

That  helpyt  thaim  as  thai  beft  mycht. 

On  ayther  fid  wery  war  thai ; 

That  nycht  thai  did  na  mar  perfay. 

Fyvc  dayis  eftyr  thai  war  ftill, 

l^hat  nane  till  othyr  did  mekUl  ill.  490 

Now  leve  we  thir  folk  her  lyand. 
And  dill,  as  Ik  hawe  born  on  hand ; 
And  turn  the  courfe  ofFour  carping 
To  Schyr  Robert,  the  douchty  King, 
That  affemblyt,  bath  fcr  and  ner,  49S 

Ane  oft,  quhen  that  he  wift  boC  wer 
That  the  King  fua  off  Jniland 
Had  aflegyt  with  ftalwart  hand 
Birwsij  quhar  Waltrb  Stewart  wcs. 
To  purpos  with  hys  men  he  tacs  500 

That  he  wald  not  fwa  fone  affaill 
The  King  off  Ingland  with  bataill  5 
And  at  hys  dyks  fpecially ; 
For  that  moucht  wele  turne  to  foly. 

Tharfbr 
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Tharfor  he  ordanyt  Lords  twa,  505 

The  Erie  ofFMuRREFF  wes  ane  ofFtha  ; 
The  tothyr  wes  the  Lord  offDowGLASj 
With  fyften  thowfand  men  to  pafs 
In  Inglandf  for  to  bryn  and  fla ; 
And  fwa  gret  ryote  thar  to  ma,  510 

That  thai  that  lay  fcgeand  the  toun, 
Quhen  thai  hard  the  deftru£Koun 
That  thai  fuld  into  Ingland  ma, 
Suld  be  fua  dredand  and  fwa  wa, 
For  thair  childre,  and  for  thair  wyffs,  515 

That  thai  fuld  drede  to  lefe  the  lyris, 
And  thair  guds  alfua,  that  thai 
Suld  dred,  than  fuld  be  had  away; 
Thai  fuld  leve  thair  fege  in  hy ; 
And  wend  to  rcfkew  haftily  510 

Thair  gud,  thair  frcnds,  and  tharr  land. 
Tharfor,  as  Ik  haff  born  on  hand, 
Thir  Lords  fend  he  forth  in  hy. 
And  thai  thar  way  tuk  haftily : 
And  in  Ingland  gcrt  Ijryn,  ajid  fla ;  525 

And  wroucht  tharin  fa  mekill  wa. 
As  thai  forrayit  the  countre. 
That  it  wes  pite  for  to  fe  /^ 

TiQ  thaim  that  wald  it  ony  gud. 
For  thai  deftroyit  all  as  thai  yhnd.  53O 


Swa  lang  thai  raid  deftroyand  fua. 
As  thai  trawerfyt  to  and  fra, 

Vcr.  509.  September^  1319. 
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That  thai  ar  cummyn  to  RepcuHj 

And  deftroylt  haly  that  toun. 

At  Borowbrig  fyne  thair  herbcry  535 

Thai  tuk,  and  at  Myton  tharby. 

And  quhen  the  men  ofF  that  countr£ 

Saw  thair  land  Aia  deftroyit  be, 

Thai  gadryt  into  full  grct  hy 

Archers,  burges,  and  yhumanry,  54O 

Prcyfts,  clerkys,  monks,  and  frers, 

Hufbands,  and  men  off  all  maners, 

Quhill  that  the  famyn  aflemblit  war 

Weill  twenty  thowfand  men,  and  mar. 

Rycht  gud  armys  inew  thai  had.  54.5 

The  Archebyfchop  off  York  thai  mad 

Thair  capitane ;  and  to  confaili 

Hes  tane,  that  thai  in  plane  bataill 

Wald  aflliill  the  Scaitfrnen^ 

That  fer  fewar  than  thai  war  tfien,  550 

Than  be  difplayit  hys  baner ; 
And  othyr  Byfchappys,  that  thar  wer, 

Ver.  533,  &c.  Repcun  is  Rippoo :  Barowbrtg,  Burrow- 
bridge  :  Mjton,  Mitcon  near  Burrowbridge  s  all  in  Yorb- 
fliire. 

Ver.  542.  Hujbands  are  hulbandmen  or  farmers;  vilUmip 
men  bound  to  a  certain  houfe  and  farm,  and  aflignable  at  the 
will  of  their  lords.  Such  cxiftcd  in  England  even  to  the  reign 
ofBlizabeth. 

%  Gert 
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Gert  difplay  thair  bancrs  alftia. 

All  in  a  rout  furth  gan  thai  ga 

Towart  Mytoun  the  rcdy  way.  555 

And  quhen  the  Scott/nun  herd  lay 

Thai  war  to  thaim  cummand  ner. 

Thai  buikyt  thaim  on  thair  beft  maner; 

And  delyt  thaim  in  bataills  twa. 

DowGLAs  the  awaward  gan  ma :  560 

The  rerward  maid  Erie  Thomas  ^ 

For  chyftane  ofF  the  oft  he  was. 

And  fwa  ordanyt  in  gud  aray, 

Towart  thair  fayis  thai  held  thair  way, 

Quhen  ayther  had  on  othyr  fycht,  565 

Thai  preflyt  on  bath  halfF  to  the  fycht. 
The  Inglis  men  come  rycht  fadly 
With  gud  cuntenance,  and  hardy, 
Rycht  in  a  frufche  with  thair  baner, 
QuhiU  thair  fayis  come  fa  ner,  5^0 

That  thai  thair  wifage  mycht  fe* 
Three  fper  lenth,  I  trow  weill,  mycht  be 
Betwix  thaim,  quhen  fie  abayfing 
Tuk  thaim  that  but  mar  in  a  fwing 
Thai  gafFdie  bale  all,  and  to  ga.  5^5 

Quhen  Seotts  men  had  fene  thaim  fwa 
Efirayitly  fle  all  thair  way, 
In  gret  hy  apon  thaim  fchot  thai  \ 
And  flew  and  tuk  a  gret  party. 
The  laiff  fled  full  eflFrayitly,  580 

As 
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As  thai  beft  moucht,  to  fek  warand. 

Thai  chaflyt  fua  ner  at  hand, 

That  ner  a  thowfand  deyt  thar. 

OS  thaim  yhct  thre  hundred  war 

Preyfts,  that  deyt  in  that  chaTs.  585 

That  for  that  bargane  callyt  was 

The  Chaptur  off  Mytmnt  \  for  thar 

Slayn  (a  mony  prefts  war. 

Quhen  thir  folic  thus  difcomfyt  was; 
And  Scotu  men  had  left  the  chafs,  590 

Thai  went  thalm  forthwart  in  the  land, 
Slayand  fwa,  and  deflroyand. 

And  thai  that  at  the  fege  lay, ' 
Or  it  was  paffyt  the  fyft  day, 
Had  maid  thaim  fyndry  apparall,  595 

To  gang  eft  fonys  till  aflaill. 
OfF  gret  gefts  a  fow  thai  maid. 
That  ftalwart  heildyne  aboyne  it  haid| 
With  armyt  men  inew  tharin, 
And  inftruments  for  to  myne.  600 

Syndry  fcafFalds  thai  maid  withall, 
That  war  wele  heyar  than  the  wall. 
And  ordanyt  als  that,  be  the  fe. 
The  toun  fuld  weill  aflTaillyt  be. 

Vcr.  597.  Ay&ow  was  a  military  engine  pefcmbling  the  tef^ 
tudo  of  the  Romans. 

Vol.  III.  G  Thai 
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Thai  within,  that  faw  thaim  fwa  60$ 

Swa  gret  apparraill  fchap  to  ma, 
'  Throw  Craby's  cunfiiill,  that  wes  fley> 
A  crane  thai  haiiF  gert  drefs  up  hey, 
Rynnand  on  quheills,  that  thai  mycht  brjng 
It  quhar  that  nede  war  off  helping.  6iO 

And  pyk,  and  ter,  als  haifF  thai  tane  ; 
And  lynt,  and  herds,  and  brymftane  ; 
And  dry  treyis  that  wele  wald  brin ; 
And  mellyt  aythir  othir  in : 
And  gret  fagalds  tharoiFthai  maid,  615 

Gyrdyt  with  irne  bands  braid. 
The  fagalds  weill  mycht  mefuryt  be 
Till  a  gret  towrys  quantite. 
The  &galds  bryning  in  a  ball. 
With  thair  cran  thoucht  till  awaill,  629 

And  giff  the  fow  come  to  the  wall. 
To  lat  it  brynand  on  hyr  fall ; 
And  with  ftark  chenyeis  hald  it  thar, 
Quhill  all  war  brynt  up  that  thar  war* 
Engynys  alfua  for  to  caft  625 

Thai  ordanyt,  and  maid  redy  faft, 
And  fet  ilk  man  fyne  till  hys  ward. 
And  Schyr  Waltre,  the  gud  Steward, 
With  zrmjt  men  fuld  rid  about, 
And  fe  quhar  that  thar  was  maift  dout ;  630 

And  fuccour  thar  with  hys  menye. 
And  quhen  thai  in  fic  degre 

Had 
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Had  maid  thaim  for  defendyngj 

On  the  Rud  ewyn,  in  the  dawing, 

The  Inglis  oft  blew  till  aflaill.  635 

Than  mycht  men,  with  fer  apparaill, 

Se  that  gret  oft  cum  flurdely. 

The  toun  enweround  thai  in  hy } 

And  aflaillyt  with  fwa  gret  will, 

For  all  thair  mycht  thai  fet  thartill^  640 

That  thaim  preffyt  faft  on  the  toun. 

Bot  thai  that  gan  thaim  abandoun 

To  dede,  or  than  to  wounds  far, 

Swa  Weill  has  thaim  defendyt  thar, 

That  leddres  to  the  ground  thai  flahg ;  645 

And  with  ftanys  fa  faft  thai  dang 

Thair  fajris,  that  fele  thar  left  lyand ; 

Sum  dede,  fum  hurt,  and  fum  fwonand. 

Bot  thai  that  held  on  feyt  in  hy 
Drew  thaim  away  deliuerly ;  650 

And  fcounryt  not  for  that  thing, 
Bot  went  ftoutly  till  afTailling. 
And  thai  aboun  defendyt  ay^ 
And  fet  thaim  to  fie  hard  aflay, 
Quhill  that  fele  ofF  thaim  woundyt  war,  655 

And  thai  fa  gret  defens  maid  thar. 
That  thai  ftyntyt  thair  fayis  mycht. 
Apon  fic  maner  gan  thai  fycht, 
Quhill  it  wes  ner  none  off"  the  day. 
That  thai  without^  on  gret  aray,  660 

Vcr.  634.  Holy  Crofs  eve,  13  September  13 19. 
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Preflyt  thair  fow  towart  the  Wall  i 

And  thai  within  fone  gert  c^l 

The  engynour,  that  takyn  was. 

And  gret  manance  till  hym  mais. 

And  fwour  that  he  fuld  dey,  hot  he  665 

Prowyt  on  the  fow  fic  ftitelt^ 

That  he  to  frufchyt  ilk  dele. 

And  he,  that  hath  perfawyt  weic. 

That  the  dede  wes  wde  ner  hym  ttll> 

Bot  giflfhe  mycht  fulfil  thair  will,  670 

Thoucht  that  he  at  hys  mycht  wald  do* 

Bendyt  in  gret  by  then  wes  fche, 

That  till  the  few  wes  ewyn  fet, 

In  hy  he  gert  draw  the  deket, 

And  fmertly  fwaf^yt  owt  a  ftane.  675 

Ewyn  our  die  fow  the  ftane  is  gane^ 

And  behind  it  a  litill  wey 

It  fell :  and  than  thai  cryt,  "  Hey !" 

That  war  in  hyr,  **  fiuth  to  the  wiH, 

*»  For  drcdles  it  is  ours  aH !"  (09 

The  gynour  than  deleuerly 
Gert  bend  the  gyn  in  full  gret  hy  3 
And  the  ftane  fmertly  fwappyt  out. 
It  flaw  owt  quethyr,  and  with  a  rout^ 
And  fell  rycht  ewyn  befor  the  fow.  685 

Thair  harts  than  begouth  to  grow. 

Ver.  672.  <  Sche'  is  the  engine  prepared  by  Crab  sgs^ 
the  Eneliih  fow. 
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Bot  yhet  than,  with  thair  mychts  all. 

Thai  prefTyt  the  fow  towart  the  waU  ; 

And  has  hyr  fet  tharto  gcntilly. 

The  gynour  than  gert  bend  in  hy:  690 

The  gyne,  and  wappyt  owt  die  ftan^ 

That  ewyn  towart  the  lyft  is  gane, 

And  with  gret  wycht  fyne  dufchyt  doun 

Rycht  be  the  wall,  in  a  randoun  ; 

And  hyt  the  fow  in  fic  maner,  695 

That  it  that  wes  the  maft  fowar, 

And  ftarkaft  for  to  ftynt  a  ftrak. 

In  fundre  with  that  dufche  it  brak. 

The  men  than  owt  in  full  gret  hy. 

And  on  the  wallis  thai  gan  cry  joo 

That  thair  fow  wes  fcryt  thar. 

Ihon  Crab,  that  had  hys  geer  all  yar, 

In  hys  Bigalds  has  fet  the  fyr ; 

And  our  the  wall  fyne  gan  thai  wyr, 

And  brynt  the  fow  till  brunds  bar.  705 

With  all  this,  fad  aifailyeand  ar 

The  folk  without,  with  feloun  fycht  j 

And  thai  within  with  mekill  mycht 

Defendyt  manlily  thair  fleid, 

Into  gret  awentur  of  deid.  7 10 

The  fchipmen,  with  gret  apparaill, 
Come  with  thair  fchippys  till  aflaill ; 
With  topcaftell  warnyft  weill. 
Off  wycht  men  armytinto  ftcill. 

G  3  Thair 
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Thair  bats  up  apon  thair  maft  715 

Drawyn  wcill  hey,  and  feftnyt  fidl. 

And  preflyt  with  that  gret  atour, 

Towart  the  wall :  bot  the  gynour 

H)rt  in  the  afpyne  with  a  ftane, 

And  the  men  that  tharin  war  gane  720 

Sum  ded,  fum  dofnyt,  cum  doun  wynland. 

Fra  thynce  furth  durft  nane  tak  on  hand 

With  fchippys  to  preyfs  thaim  to  the  wall. 

Bot  the  lave  war  aflailyand  all 

On  ilka  fyd  fa  egryly,  725 

That  certs  it  wes  gret  ferly, 

That  that  folk  fic  defens  has  maid. 

With  the  gret  myfcheifF  that  thai  haid. 

For  thair  wallis  fa  law  than  wer. 
That  a  man  rycht  wele  with  a  fper  730 

Mycht  ftryk  ane  othyr  up  in  the  fiice, 
As  her  befor  faid  to  yow  was. 
And  fele  off  thaim  war  woundyt  far; 
And  the  lave  fa  faft  trawaillyt  war. 
That  nane  had  tyme  reft  for  to  ma,  735 

Thair  adwerfours  afTailyt  fua. 

Thai  war  within  fa  ftraitly  ftad, 
That  thair  wardane  that  with  hym  had 
Ane  hundre  men  in  cumpany, 
Armyt,  that  wycht  war  and  hardy,  740 

And  raid  about  for  to  fe  quhar 
That  hys  folk  hardaft  preflyt  war, 

To 
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To  relcvc  thaim  that  had  myftcr. 

Come  fyndry  tymys  in  placs  fer, 

Quhar  fucn  o(F  the  defendours  war,  745 

All  dede,  and  othyrs  woundyt  far. 

Swa  that  he  ofF  hys  cumpany 

BehufFyt  for  to  levc  thair  party : 

Swa  that  be  he  ^  courfs  had  maid 

About,  off  all  the  men  he  haid  750 

Thar  wes  lewyt  with  hym  bot  ane, 

That  he  ne  had  thaim  left  euirilkane 

To  releve,  quhar  he  faw  myfter. 

And  the  folk,  that  affailland  wer 

At  Mary  yaty  to  hewyn  haid  755 

The  barraifs,  and  a  fyr  had  maid 

At  the  drawbryg,  and  brynt  it  doun ; 

And  war  thringand  in  gret  foyfoun 

Rycht  to  the  yat  a  fyr  to  ma  ; 

Than  thai  within  gert  fmertly  ga  760 

Ane  to  the  wardane,  for  to  fay 

How  thai  war  fet  in  hard  alTay. 

And  quhen  Schyr  Waltre  Stewart  herd 
How  men  fa  ftraitly  thaim  ferd. 
He  gert  cum  off  the  caftell  then  765 

All  that  thar  war  off  armyt  men, 
For  thar  that  day  affailyt  nane ; 
And  with  that  rout  in  hy  is  gane 
To  Mary  yate ;  and  to  the  wall 
He  fend,  and  faw  the  myfcheiff  alK  770 

G  4  Ani 
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And  unbethoucht  hym  fuddanly 
Bot  gi£Fgret  hel[)  war  fet  in  by> 
"Tharto  thai  fuld  brya  up  the  yat» 
Th^t  fra  the  wall  thai  fuld  not  let. 

Tharfor  apon  gret  hardyment  775 

He  fedanly  fet  hy$  intent, 
And  gert  all  wyd  fet  up  the  yat. 
And  the  fyr  that  he  hnd  tharat 
With  ftrenth  off  men  he  put  away. 
He  fet  hym  to  full  hard  aflay  $  ^go 

For  thai  that  war  ailailyeand  thar, 
Preflyt  on  hym  with  wapnys  bar. 
And  he  defendyt  with  hys  mycht. 
Thar  mycht  men  fe  a  feloun  fycht 
Off  ftabing,  ftoking,  and  ftriking.  7S5 

Thai  maid  fturdy  defendyng : 
For  with  gret  ftrenth  off  men  the  yat 
Thai  defendyt,  and  fiud  tharat, 
Mawgre  thair  fayis ;  quhill  the  nycht 
Gert  thaim  on  bath  halff  leve  the  fycht.  790 

Thai  off  the  oft,  quhen  nycht  gan  fall, 
Fra  the  affalt  withdrew  thaim  all, 
Woundyt,  and  wery,  and  forbeft^ 
With  mad  cher  the  aflalt  thai  left : 
And  till  thair  innys  went  in  hy^  795 

And  fet  thair  wachis  haftely. 
The  lave  thaim  efyt,  as  thai  mycht  beft, 
For  thai  had  gret  myfter  off  reft. 

That 
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That  nycht  thai  fpak  commonaly 
OfF  thaim  within,  and  had  ferly  Sod 

That  thai  fua  ftout  defens  had  maid, 
Agayne  t)}e  gret  aflalt  thai  haid. 
And  th^  within  on  othyr  party 
Qttfaen  thai  thair  byis  fua  haftely 
Saw  withdraw  thaim,  thai  war  all  blytfa,  805 

And  has  ordanyt  thair  wachis  fwjrth ; 
And  fyne  ar  till  thair  innys  gane. 
Thar  wes  but  full  few  off  thaim  flane^ 
But  fele  war  woundyt  uttrely. 
The  lave  our  mefur  wcr  wery.  810 

It  was  an  hard  aflawlt  perfay  ; 
And  certs  I  herd  neuir  fay 
Quhar  quhen  mar  defence  had  maid  - 
That  fwa  rycht  hard  aflailying  had. 
And  off  a  thing,  that  thar  befell,  815 

IhaffferlythatlfaUtell, 
That  is  that,  intill  all  that  day, 
Quhen  all  thair  maft  aflailyeit  thai, 
And  the  fchot  thikkaft  wes  withall. 
Women  with  child,  and  childre  fmall,  829 

In  armfiiUs  gadryt  up,  and  bar 
Till  thaim  that  on  the  walls  war, 
Arowys  and  ftanys,  nane  flayne  war 
Na  yheit  woundyt,  and  that  wes  mar 
The  myrakill  off  God  Almychty :  825 

And  to  noucht  ellys  it  fet  can  L 

On 
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On  aythir  fyd  that  nycht  thai  war 
All  ftill :  and  on  the  morn  but  mar 
Thar  come  tithings  out  of  InglanJj 
To  thaim  off  the  oft  that  bar  on  hand,  830 

How  that  by  Borowbrig  at  Mytoun 
Thair  men  war  flayn,  and  dongyn  doun  ; 
And  al  the  Scott/men  throw  the  land 
Raid  yhelt  brynand,  and  deftroyand* 

And  quhcn  the  King  had  hard  this  tal^       835 
Hys  cunfaili  he  aflemblyt  haile. 
To  fe  quheyr  fayr  war  hym  till 
To  ly  about  the  toun  all  ftill, 
And  aflalye  quhill  it  wonnyn  war  ; 
Or  than  in  Ingland  for  to  far,  840 

And  reikew  hys  land,  and  hys  men. 
Hys  counfaill  faft  difcordyt  then. 
For  fotheroun  men  wald  that  he  mad 
Areft  thar,  quhill  he  wonnyn  had 
The  toun,  and  the  caftell  alfua.  845 

Bot  northyn  men  wald  na  thing  fwa. 
That  dred  thair  frends  for  to  tyn. 
And  maft  part  off  thair  guds  fyne, 
Throw  Scotts  menys  cruelte  ; 
Thai  wald  he  lete  the  fege  be,  850 

And  raid  for  till  refkew  hys  land. 
Off  LoNGCASTELL,  I  tak  on  hand, 
The  Erie  Thomas  was  ane  off  tha 
That  counfaillit  the  King  hame  to  ga. 

And 
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And  for  that  mar  inclynyt  he  85$ 

To  the  folk  off  the  fouth  countre. 

Than  to  the  northyn  mennys  will, 

He  tuk  it  to  fa  mekill  ill, 

That  he  gert  turfs  hys  ger  in  hy : 

And  with  hys  bataill  halyly,  860 

That  off  the 'oft  ner  thred  part  wcs, 

Till  Ingland  hame  hys  way  he  taes. 

But  leve  he  hame  has  tane  hys  gat : 

Tharfor  fell  eftre  fic  debat 

Betwix  hjnn  and  the  King,  that  ay  865 

Laftyt  quhill  Androw  Hardclay 

That  throw  the  King  wes  on  hym  fct, 

Tuk  hym  rycht  in  Pomfret\ 

And  on  ane  hill  befid  the  toun, 

Strak  off  hys  hede  but  ranfoun.  870 

Tharfor  fyne  hyngyt  and  drawyn  wes  he  j 

And  with  hym  a  weill  gret  menye. 

Men  faid  fyne  eftre  this  Thomas 

That  on  this  wyfs  maid  martyr  was. 

Was  fayint,  and  myrakells  did,  875 

Bot  enwy  fyne  gert  thaim  be  hid. 

Bot  quheyr  he  haly  was  or  nane, 

At  Pomfret  thus  wes  he  flane. 

And  fyne  the  King  off  Ingland^ 
Quhen  that  he  faw  hym  tak  on  hand  880 

To  pafs  hys  way  fa  opynly, 
Hym  thoucht  it  wes  peril!  to  ly 

Thar 
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Thar  with  the  lave  ofF  hys  menye. 

Hys  harnayfs  tharfor  turfyt  he. 

And  till  Ingland  hame  gan  he  hx.  885 

The  Scotts  meriy  that  deftroyand  war. 

In  Ingland^  Tone  hard  tell  tithing 

OiFthis  gret  fege  departing; 

Tharfor  thai  tuk  weftwart  the  way. 

And  to  Carlele  hame  went  ar  thai,  8fO 

With  prayis,  and  with  prifoners. 

And  othyr  guds  on  fer  maners. 

The  Lords  to  the  King  ar  gancj 
And  the  lave  has  thair  wayis  tane. 
Ilk  man  till  hjrs  repair  agayne.  895 

The  King  I  viryfs  wes  wondre  fayne 
That  thai  war  cummyn  bale  and  fer ; 
And  that  thai  fped  on  fic  maner, 
That  thai  thair  fayis  difcomfyt  hade, 
And,  but  tynfaill  off  men,  hes  made  900 

Refcourfs  to  thaim,  that  in  Btrwik 
War  aflegyt  rycht  till  thair  dik« 

And  quhen  the  King  had  fperyt  tithand 
How  thai  had  fame  in  Ingland  \ 
And  thai  had  tauld  hym  all  hale  the  fiu",  905 

The  Inglifs  men  difcumfyt  war  ; 
Rycht  \Afi[i  intill  hys  hart  was  he  : 
And  maid  thaim  feft  with  gamyn  and  gle. 

Bifvnk 
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Berwik  wes  on  this  maner 
Refkewyt,  and  thai  that  tharin  wer,  ^ib 

Throw  manheid,  and  dirow  futelt6. 
He  worthy  wes  a  prynce  to  be, 
That  couth  with  wit  fa  hey  a  thing, 
But  gret  tynfaill,  bring  till  ending. 
Till  Berwik  fyne  the  way  he  tayfs  $  915 

And  quhen  he  hard  thar  how  it  wayft 
Defendyt  rycht  fwa  aperdy, 
He  lowyt  thaim  that  war  thar  gretly. 
Waltre  Stewart  hys  gret  bounte 
Out  our  the  laifF  commendyt  he,  929 

For  the  rycht  gret  defens  he  maid 
At  the  pt,  quhar  men  brynt  had 
The  brig,  as  ye  herd  me  dewyfs. 
And  certs  he  wes  wele  to  pryfs. 
That  fa  ftoutly  with  plane  fychting  925 

At  opyn  yate  maid  defending. 
Mycht  he  haiflF  levyt  quhill  he  had  bene 
Off  perfyt  eld,  withowtyn  wene, 
Hys  rcnoune  fuld  haff  ftrekyt  fcr. 
Bot  dede  that  walks  ay  to  mer  930 

With  all  hyr  mycht,  and  forthy 
Had  at  hys  worfchip  fie  enwy, 
That  in  the  flour  off  hys  youtheid 
Sa  endyt  all  hys  douchty  deid ; 
As  I  fall  tell  yow  forthar«mar.  935 

Quhen  the  King  had  a  quhill  bene  thar 

Ver.  930.  Death  that  afpires  to  ftrike  high  obje£ls. 

«      He 
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He  fend  for  mefonys  fer  and  ner| 

That  fleaft  war  off  that  myfter. 

And  gert  weill  ten  fute  hey  the  wall 

About  Berwiks  toun  our  all.  940 

And  fyne  towart  Lothianej 

With  hys  mengyc,  hys  gat  is  gane* 

And  fyne  he  gert  ordane  in  hy 

Bath  armyt  men,  and  yhumanry, 

Intill  Irland  in  hy  to  fer,  945 

To  help  hys  brodyr  that  wes  ther. 
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O  T  he,  that  reft  anoyit  ay, 
And  wald  in  trawaill  be  alway, 
A  day  forouth  thair  arywing 
That  war  fend  till  hym  fra  the  King, 
He  tuk  hys  way  fouthwart  to  £u- ;  5 

Mawgre  thaim  all  that  with  hym  war. 
For  he  had  not  than  in  that  land 
OfFall  men,  I  trow,  twa  thouland, 
Owtane  the  Kings  off  lahery^ 
That  in  gret  routs  raid  hym  by.  !• 

Towart  Dundalk  he  tuk  tfie  way. 
And  quhen  Richard  of  Clar  herd  fay 
That  he  come  with  fa  few  menye, 
All  that  he  mycht  aflemblyt  he 

Ver.  I.  Edward  Bruce  king  of  Ireland* 

The  poet  has  been  led  on  by  the  capture  and  fiege  of  Ber<* 
wick  beyond  the  epoch  of  Edward  Brace's  dealhi  which  hap- 
pened on  the  5th  of  Odtober^  1318. 

.  Vol.  III.  H  Off 
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Off  all  Irhnd  off  armit  men.  |  j 

Sua  at  he  had  thar  with  hym  then 

Off  traupit  hqrfe  tuehty  thufand  ; 

By  tham  that  war  on  fiite  gangand. 

And  hald  furth  northward  on  hys  way. 

And  quhan  Schyr  Edward  hard  thaim  by      2t 

That  cummin  ner  till  him  wes  be^ 

He  fent  dyfcourrors  hym  to  fe : 

The  SowLs,  and  the  Steward  war  thai. 

And  als  Schir  Philip  de  Mowbray. 

And  quhan  thai  fen  had  thair  cuming,  25 

Thai  went  agan  to  tell  tything : 

And  faid  thai  war  weil  mony  men. 

In  hy  Schir  Eduuard  aniWerit  than. 

And  faid  at  he  fuld  fccht  that  day, 

Thocht  fyve  or  fax  tymes  mar  yi9x  thai.  yk 

Schyr  Ihon  Steward  laid  fykcrly, 
**  I  rede  ye  fccht  not  in  file  hy. 
^  Men  fayis  my  brodyr  is  cummand 
^*  With  fyften  thoufand  men  ner  hand, 
**  And  war  thai  knyt  with  yow  ye  mycht  35 

«  The  trayftlyer  abid  to  fycht." 
Schyr  Eduuard  lukyt  all  angrely;^ 
And  till  the  Soulls  faid  in  hy, 
«  Quhat  fayis  yow  ? '  "  Schyr,"  he  (aid,  "  perfay 
««  As  my  falow  has  faid  I  fay.**  49 

And  to  Schyr  Philip  de  Mowbrat  laid  he. 
«  Schyr,"  (aid  he,  «  fa  our  Lead  me  k ! 

Vcr.  4.1.  He  fpoke  ta  Moubray  j  he  aiked  hit  opiaSbn. 
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^  Me  think  na  fbly  for  to  bid 

**  Your  men,  that  fpcds  thaim  to  rid, 

**  For  we  ar  few,  our  fayis  ar  frlc,  45 

«*  God  may  rycht  welc  our  werds  dclc| 

^<  Bot  it  war  wondre  that  our  mycht 

**  Suld  ourcum  la  fele  in  fycht." 

Than,  with  gret  ire, «  AUace,*  faid  he, 
<  I  wend  neuir  till  her  that  of  the !  50 

*  Now  help  quha  will :  for  fckyrly 

«  This  day,  but  mar  baid,  fecht  will  I. 

*  Sail  na  man  fay,  quhill  I  may  drey, 

*  That  ftrenth  off  men  fall  ger  me  fley. 

*  God  fcheld  that  ohy  fuld  us  blame  55 

*  Giff  we  defend  oMr  nobill  name.' 

^  Now  be  it  fwa  gat  than,"  quoth  thai, 
«  We  fall  tak  that  God  will  purway." 

And  quhen  the  Itings  off  Irfihery 
Herd  fay,  and  wyft  fekyrly,  6a 

That  thair  King  with  fa  quhone  wald  fycht 
Agane  folk  off  fa  mekill  mycht ; 
Thai  come  till  hym  in  full  gret  hy. 
And  cunfaillyt  hym  full  tendrely 
For  till  abid  hys  men  :  and  thai  65 

Suld  hald  thair  fayis  all  that  day 
Doand  ;  and  on  the  morne  alfua, 
With  thair  rounnyngs  that  thai  fuld  ma. 

H  2  Bot 
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Bot  thar  mycht  na  counfaill  awaile. 
He  wald  all  gat  ha£Fbataile.  ^g  * 

And  quhen  thai  (aw  he  wes  fa  thra 
To  fycht,  ^ai  laid,  «  Ye  ma  well  ga 
**  To  fycht  with  yone  gret  cumpany. 
•*  Bot  we  at  quyt  us  uttrely 
"  That  nane  off  us  will  ftand  to  fycht.  75 

"  Affur  not  tharfor  in  our  mycht. 
**  For  our  maner  is  off  thii  land 
«  ITo  folow  and  fycht,  and  fycht  fleand  i 
*<  And  not  to  ftand  in  plane  melle 
«  Quhill  the  ta  part  difcomfyt  be.**  80 

He  faid,  <  Sen  that  your  cuftum  is, 
'  Ik  afk  at  yow  na  mar  bot  this, 
'  That  is,  that  ye  and  your  menye 

*  Wald  all  togyddir  arayit  be  ; 

^  And  ft^pd  on  fer,  but  departing,  85 

*  And  fe  our  fycht,  and  the  ending.' 

Thai  faid  wcill  that  thai  fuld  do  fwa. 
And  fyne  towart  thair  men  gan  thai  ga. 
That  war  wele  twenty  thowfand  ner. 
Eduuard,  with  thaim  that  with  hym  wer,       90 
7'hat  war  not  fully  twa  thowfand, 
Arayit  thaim  ftalwartly  to  ftand 
Agayne  fourty  thowfand,  and  ma. 
Schyr  Eduuard  that  day  wald  not  ta 
Hys  cot  armour :  bot  Gib  Harper,  95 

That  men  held  als  withowtyn  per 

Off 
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OflF  fays  eftate,  had  on  that  day 
All  hale  Schyr  Eduuards  aray. 

The  fycht  abad  thai  on  this  ¥76* 
And  in  gret  hy  thair  enymyft  ico 

Come,  till  aflembill  all  redy. 
And  thai  met  thaim  rycht  hardely. 
Bot  thai  (a  few  war,  fouth  to  fay. 
That  riiich]rt  with  thair  fiiyis  war  thai. 
And  thai  that  preflyt  maift  to  ftand  105 

War  fiayne  doun  ;  and  the  remanand 
Fled  till  the  Irfche  to  fuccour. 
Schyr  Eduuard,  that  had  fic  walour, 
Wes  dede  \  and  Ihoke  Stewart  alfuai 
And  Ihone  the  Sqwlls  als  with  tha;  no 

And  othyrs  als  ofF  thair  cumpany. 
Thai  war  wencuflyt  fa  fuddanly. 
That  few  intill  the  place  war  flane  j 
For  the  lave  thair  wayis  haiF  tane 
Till  the  Irfche  Kings,  that  war  thar^  115 

And  in  hale  bataill  howand  war« 

John  Thomassone,  that  wes  leder 
Off  thaim  off  Carrik  that  thar  wer, 
Quhen  he  faw  the  difcomfiting, 
Withdrew  hym  till  ane  Ir/ch  King  120 

That  off  hys  aqwentance  had  he. 
And  he  refawit  hym  in  leawte. 

Ver.  116.  That  hovered,  or  ftood  aloof,  in  complete  ai^ 

ray. 

H  3  And 
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And  quhen  Ihone  cummyn  wes  to  that  King^ 
He  (aw  be  led  fra  the  fechting 
Schyr  Philip  the  Mowbray,  the  wycht,      125 
That  had  bene  dofnyt  into  the  fycht. 
And  with  armys  led  wes  he 
With  twa  men,  apon  a  cauie, 
That  wes  betwix  thaim  and  the  toun^ 
And  ftrelcyt  lang  in  a  randoun.  13O 

Towart  the  toun  thai  held  thair  way :     . 
And  quhen  in  myd  caufe  wer  thai, 
Schyr  Philip  off  hys  defynes 
Ourcome  ;  and  perfawit  he  wes 
Tane,  and  fwa  gat  led  with  twa  :  135 

The  tane  he  fwappyt  fone  hym  fra  ; 
And  fyne  the  tothyr  in  gret  hy  i 
And  drew  the  fuerd  deleuerly. 
Intill  the  fycht  hys  wayis  he  tays 
Enland  the  caufe,  that  than  wais  14O 

Fillyt  intill  gret  foyfoun 
Off  men,  that  than  went  till  the  toun. 
And  he,  that  met  thaim,  agayn  gan  ma 
Sic  payment,  quhar  he  gan  ga. 
That  weile  a  hundre  men  gert  he  14S 

Leve,  mawgre  thairs,  the  caufe : 
As  Ihone  Thomassone  faid  futhly^ 
That  faw  hys  deid  all  halely. 
Towart  the  bataill  ewyn  he  yeid. 
John  Thomassone,  that  tuk  gud  heid  150 

•    ^hat  thai  war  wencuffyt  all  planly, 
Cryit  on  hym  in  full  gret  hy  i 

And 
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And  (aid)  <<  Cum  her,  for  thar  is  nane 
««  On  lyve,  for  thai  ar  dcdc  ilk  anc." 

Than  ftud  he  ftill  a  quhill,  and  iaw  155 

That  thai  war  all  downe  of  daw  ; 
Syne  went  towart  hym  farraly. 
This  Ihone  wroucht  fyne  fa  wittily 
That  all  that  thyddyr  fled  than  wer, 
Thouch  that  thai  loflfyt  off  thair  ger,  160 

Come  to  Cra^erguSy  hale  and  fer. 
And  thai  that  at  the  fychting  wer 
Soucht  Schyr  Eduuard,  to  get  hys  heid, 
Amang  the  folk  that  thar  wes  deid  ; 
And  fand  Gib  Harper  in  hys  ger:  165 

And  for  fwa  gud  hys  armys  wer. 
Thai  ftrak  hys  heid  off;  and  fyne  it 
Thai  hafFgert  fait  into  a  kitt ; 
And  fend  it  intill  Inglandy 
Till  the  King  Eduuard  in  prcfand.  lya 

Thai  wend  Schyr  Eduuards  it  had  bene. 
Bot  for  the  armyng,  that  wes  fchene. 
Thai  off  the  heid  diflawyt  wer ; 
All  thouch  Schyr  Eduuard  deyt  thar. 

On  this  wyfs  war  thaife  nobill  men  175 

For  willfulnes  all  lefyt  then. 
And  that  wes  fyne,  and  gret  pite. 
For  had  thair  owtrageoufs  bounte 
Bene  led  with  wyt,  and  with  mefur, 
Bot  giff  the  mar  myfawentur  180 

H  4  6en0 
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Bene  &llyn  thaim,  it  fuld  rycht  hard  thing 
Be  to  lede  thaim  till  owtrying* 
Bot  gret  outrageoufs  furquedry 
Gert  thaim  all  her  thair  worfchip  by. 

And  thai,  that  fled  from  the  mellc)  185 

Sped  thaim  in  hy  towart  the  fe, 
And  to  Cra^ergus  cummyn  ar  thai. 
And  thai  that  war  into  the  way 
To  Schyr  Eduuard,  fend  fra  the  King, 
Quhen  thai  hard  the  difcumfyting,  190 

To  Cragfergus  thai  went  agayne. 
And  that  wes  not  forowtyn  payn. 
For  thai  war  mony  tyme  that  day 
Aflailyeit  with  Irjcbery  :  bot  thai 
Ay  held  togyddir  farraly ;  ige 

And  defendyt  fa  wittily. 
That  thai  efchapyt  oft  throw  mycht; 
And  mony  time  alfua  throw  flycht. 
For  oft  off  thairs  to  thaim  gaff  thai. 
To  lat  thaim  fkaithles  pafs  thair  way.  200 

And  till  Cragfergus  come  thai  fwa. 
Thair  batts  and  fchyppys  gan  thai  ta. 
And  faylit  till  Scotland  in  hy. 
And  thar  aryvyt  all  faufly. 

Quhen  thai  off  Scotland  had  wittring  205 

Off  Schyr  Eduuards  wencuiGng, 

Ver.  199.  They  gave  tlicm  part  of  their  money  or  goods* 

Thai 
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Thai  menyt  thaim  full  tcndrely 

Our  all  the  land  commonaly ; 

And  thai  that  with  hym  flayn  war  thar 

Full  tendrely  als  menyt  war.  ^10 

Eduuard  the  Bruyss,  as  I  (aid  her, 
Wes  difcomfyt  on  this  manen 
And  quhen  the  fold  wes  clengyt  dene, 
Swa  that  ne  reiiftans  wes  fene, 
The  wardane  then,  Schyr  Richard  ofFCLAR, 
And  all  the  folk  that  with  hym  war,  216 

Towart  Dundalk  has  tane  the  way. 
Swa  that  rycht  na  debat  maid  thai 
At  that  tyme  with  the  Irfchery ; 
Bot  to  the  town  thai  held  in  hy.  220 

And  fyne  had  fent  furth  to  the  King, 
That  had  Ingland  in  gouerning, 
Gib  Harpers  heid  into  a  kyt« 
Ihone  Maupas  till  the  King  had  it. 
And  he  fefawit  it  in  daynte  :  225 

Rycht  blyth  ofF  that  prefent  wes  he. 
For  he  was  glaid  that  he  was  fwa 
Delewyryt  oflF  a  felloun  fa. 

In  hart  tharofF  he  tuic  fic  prid. 
That  he  tuk  purpos  for  to  rid  23O 

With  a  gret  oft  in  Scotland -y 
For  to  weng  hym,  with  ftalwart  hand, 

Vcr.  129.  The  poef  s  chronology  again  errs.    Thi$  ezpe. 
dition  of  Edward  II.  into  Scotland  was  in  1321. 

Off 
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Off  tray,  of  trawaill,  and  off  tenc^ 

That  done  tharin  till  hym  had  bene.  '  , 

And  a  rycht  grct  oft  gadryt  he.  23f 

And  gcrt  hys  fchippys  be  the  fe 
Cum,  with  gret  foyfoun  off  wifbill. 
For  at  that  tymc  he  wald  hym  taile 
To  dyftroy  up  fa  clene  the  land. 
That  nane  fuld  leve  tharin  lewand.  443 

And  with  hys  folk,  in  gret  aray, 
Towart  Scotland  he  tuk  the  way. 

And  quhen  King  Robert  wyft  that  he 
Come  on  hym  with  fic  a  mengye. 
He  gadryt  hys  men,  bath  fer  and  ner,  245 

Quhill  fa  fele  till  hym  cummyn  wer  ; 
And  war  als  for  to  cum  hym  to ; 
That  hym  thoucht  he  rycht  wclc  fuld  do. 

He  gert  withdraw  all  the  catell 
Off  Lothianey  euirilk  deill,  25O 

And  till  ftrenthis  gert  thaim  be  fend  s 
And  ordanyt  men  thaim  to  defend. 
And  with  hys  oft  als  ftill  he  lay 
At  Culrofs ;  for  he  wald  aflay 
To  ger  hys  fayis,  throw  fafting  255 

Be  tebleft,  and  throw  lang  walking. 
And  fra  he  feblis  had  thar  mycht 
Affembill  than  with  thaim  to  fycbt. 

He 
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He  thoucht  to  wyrk  apon  this  wyfi. 
And  Inglifmetiy  with  gret  maiftryfs,  260 

Come  with  thair  oft  in  Lothiane ; 
And  fone  till  Edinburgh  ar  gane. 
And  thar  abaid  thai  dayis  thre* 
Thair  fchyppys  that  war  on  the  fe 
Had  the  wynd  contrar  to  thaim  ay,  265 

Swa  that  apon  na  maner  thai 
Had  power  to  ihejyrth  to  bring 
Thair  wi6laill,  to  rcleve  the  King. 
And  thai  off  the  oft,  that  faillyt  met| 
Quhen  thai  faw  that  thai  mycht  not  get  270 

Thair  wi£bill  till  thaim,  be  the  fe. 
Thai  fend  furch  rycht  a  gret  menye 
For  to  forray  all  Lotbtane. 
Bot  catell  haiff  thai  fundyn  nane, 
Owtakane  a  bull,  that  wes  haltand,  275 

That  in  Tranents  C»rne  thai  iand« 
That  broucht  thai  till  thair  oft  agayne. 
And  quhen  the  Erie  of  Warayne 
Saw  that  bull  alenarly  cum  fwa. 
He  afkyt  gi(F  thai  gat  na  ma  ?  280 

And  thai  hafF  faid  all  till  hym  nay. 
Than  faid  he, '  Certs  I  dar  fay 
«  This  is  the  derreft  beft  that  I 
«  Saw  cuir  yhct ;  for  fykyrly 
« It  coft  a  thowfand  pound  and  mar.'  285 

And  quhen  the  King,  and  thai  that  war 

Off 
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OiFhys  cunGiill,  faw  thai  mycht  get 

Na  caUill  till  thair  oft  till  ete. 

That  than  of  faftyng  had  gret  payne. 

Till  Ingland  turnyt  thai  agaync.  29a 

At  Melrofs  fchuip  thai  for  to  ly ; 

And  fend  befor  a  cumpany, 

Thrc  hundre  ncr  off  armyt  men. 

Bot  the  Lord  Dowglas,  that  wes  then 

Befid  intill  ^tfereji  ner,  295 

Wyft  off  thair  come ;  and  quhat  thai  war. 

And  with  thaim  off  hys  cumpany 

Into  Milrofs  all  priuely 

He  howyt  in  a  bufchement. 

And  a  rycht  fturdy  frer  he  fent  3CO 

Without  the  yate,  thair  com  to  le^ 

And  bad  hym  hald  Yiym  all  priuy, 

Quhill  that  he  faw  thaim  cummand  all 

Rycht  to  the  coynye  thar  of  the  wall ; 

And  than  cry  hey,  "  Dowglas  !  Dowglas  !'* 

The  frer  than  furth  Hys  wayis  tais,  30^ 

That  wes  all  ftout,  derff,  and  hardy. 

Hys  mekill  hud  helyt  haly 

The  armur  that  he  on  hym  had. 

Apon  a  ftalwart  horfs  he  rad :  310 

And  in  hys  hand  he  had  a  iper«     « 

And  abaid  apon  that  manor 

Quhill  that  he  faw  thaim  cumand  ner. 

And  quben  the  formeft  paflyt  wer 

The 


•     U     IC     £       XVIXI*.  109 

coynye,  he  cryt,  **  Dowglas  !  Dowolas  !" 
n  till  thaim  all  a  courfs  lie  mails  i  316' 

bar  ane  douii  deleuerly* 
Dowglas,  and  hys  cumpany, 
t  apon  thaim  with  a  fchout. 
quhen  thai  faw  fa  gret  a  rout  3^ 

1  apon  thaim  fa  fuddanly, 
i  war  abayfit  gretumly.r 
tuk  the  bak  hot  mar  abaid. 
Scotts  men  amang  thaim  raid  ; 
flew  all  that  thai  mycht  ourta :  325 

ret  mar^rdome  thar  gan  thai  nuu 
thai  that  efchapyt  inflayne 
ill  thair  gret  oft  went  agayne ; 
.  tauld  thaim  quhat  kyn  welcoming 
¥GLAS  thaim  maid  at  thair  meting ;  33O 

it  conwoyt  thaim  agayn  rudly, 
I  warnyt  planly  barbery. 

'he  King  off  Inglandy  and  hys  men) 

it  (aw  thair  hcrbriours  then 

1  rebutyt  on  that  maner,  335 

\y\%  in  thair  hart  thai  wen 

I  thoucht  that  it  war  gret  foly 

il  the  wod  to  tak  berbery. 

"haurfor  by  Dryburghj  in  the  playn, 
d  berbery t  thaim :  and  fyne  agayn  340 

At 

r.  339.  Thi$  plain  is  a  levdon  the  river,  called  in- that 

part* 
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Ar  went  till  Inglaml  duir  way. 

And  quhen  the  King  Robert  hard  &j 

That  thai  war  turnyt  hame  agajn ; 

And  how  thair  herbriours  war  flayn  ^ 

In  hy  hys  oft  afiemblit  he,  y^^  i 

And  went  fouth  our  the  Satis  Sei 

And  till  Ingland  hys  way  tails. 

Quhen  hys  oft  aflemblit  way& 

Auchty  diowfand  he  wes,  and  ma. 

And  aucht  battaills  he  maid  oflF  dia :  350 

In  ilk  bataill  war  ten  thowfand. 

Syne  went  he  furth  till  Ingland  i 

And  intill  hale  rowt  fblowit  (a  fiift 

The  Inglis  King,  quhi]l  at  the  laft 

He  come  aj^ochand  to  Bilandy  355 

Quhar  at  that  tyme  thar  wes  liand 

The  King  off  Ingland^  with  hys  men. 

King  Robert,  that  had  wittering  then 

That  he  lay  thar  with  mekill  mycht, 

Tranountyt  fwa  on  hym  a  nycht,  360 

pAit  of  Scotland  a  baugb^  adjoining  to  the  monaftery,  and 
extending  to  about  an  hundred  acres.  The  army  of  Edwaid 
ir.  burned  and  deftroyed  a  great  part  of  the  monaftery  {  and 
the  marks  of  this  devaftation  are  yet  to  be  traced  thoe,  thit 
part  of  the  buiJding  having  never  been  renewed.  Drybuitih 
Abbey  was  founded  Anno  1 1 50  by  Hugo  de  Morrille  and 
Beatrix  de  Beauchamp  bis  wife  \  and  endowed  by  King 
David  I.  fometime  afterwards.  It  is  now  the  refidence  i 
the  Earl  of  Buchan. 
V«"«  355-  The  abbey  of  Biland,  near  Malton  in  Yock- 

That 
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That  be  the  morn  diat  it  wes  daLji 

Cummyn  in  a  plane  feld  wer  thai, 

Fra  Biland  hot  a  litill  fpacc. 

Bot  betwix  thaim  and  it  thar  wafs 

A  craggy  bra,  ftrekyt  weill  lang,  365 

And  a  gret  peth  up  for  to  gang* 

Othyr  wayis  mycht  thai  nocht  away 

To  pafs  to  By  lands  Abbay^ 

fiut  gifF  thai  paiTyt  fcr  about. 

But  quhan  the  mekill  Inglis  rout  37Q 

Hard  that  King  Robert  wea  fa  ner. 

The  maift  part  off  thaim  that  thar  wcf 

Went  to  the  peth,  and  tuk  the  bra. 

Thai  thoucht  thar  dcfens  to  ma. 

The  baners  thar  thai  gert  difplay  5  3^5 

And  thair  bataills  on  braid  aray : 
And  thoucht  weill  to  defend  the  pafs. 
Quhen  the  King  Robert  per&wyt  was 
That  thar  thoucht  thai  thaim  to  defend, 
Eftyr  hys  counTaill  hes  he  fend,  380 

And  aflcyt  quhat  was  beft  to  do. 
The  Lord  Dowglas  anfwcryt  tharto, 
And  faid,  "  Schyr,  I  will  undreta 
«  That  in  fchort  tyme  I  fall  do  fa, 
**  That  I  fall  wyn  yon  pafe  planly ;  385 

*•  Or  than  ger  all  yon  company 
**  Cum  doun  to  yow  her  to  this  plane." 
The  King  faid  than  till  hym  agayn. 


Kl  THE       BHUCB: 

«  Do  than  quhar  mj^ty  God  ye  fpeid  i^ 

Than  he  furth  on  hjs  wayis  yheid  :  390 

And  ofF  the  oft  the  maft  hardy 

Put  diaim  intill  hys  cumpany ; 

And  held  thair  way  towart  the  pafs. 

The  gud  Erie  ofFMuRREFF,  Thomas, 

Left  hys  bataiHs,  and  in  gret  hy  3^5 

Bot  with  four  men  off  h)rs  cumpany, 

Come  till  the  Lords  rout  off  Dowglas  $ 

A|id  or  he  entryt  in  the  pafs 

Befor  thaim  all  the  pafs  tuk  he  ; 

For  he  wald  that  men  fuld  hym  fe.  400 

And  quhen  Schyr  James  off  Dowglas 
Saw  that  he  fwa  gat  cummyn  was, 
Hfe  pryfyt  hym  tharoff  gretly, 
And  welcumyt  hym  hamelely: 
And  fyne  the  pafs  thai  famyn  ta.  40} 

Quhen  Inglis  men  faw  thaim  do  fwa, 
Thai  lychtyt,  and  agayn  thaim  yheid. 
CTwa  knychts  rycht  douchty  off  deid  ^ 
Thomas  Enchtre  ane  had  to  name^ 
The  tothyr  Schyr  Rauff  off  Cobhame  5    '  410 
Come  doun  befor  all. thair  mengye  : 
Thai  war  bath  full  of  gret  bounte  % 
And  met  thair  fayis  manlely. 
Bot  thai  war  preflyt  rycht  gretumly. 

Vcr.  409.  «  Thoma»  of  Sttvthcn/    Edit. 

Thar 
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Thar  mycht  men  fe  rycht  weill  aflailly  4x5 

And  men  defend  with  ftout  bataiU  i 

And  harnys  flew  in  gret  fojrfoun. 

And  thai,  that  our  war,  tumbljrt  doun 

Stanp  apon  thaim  fra  the  hycht* 

Bot  diai,  that  fet  bath  will  and  mycht  420 

To  wyn  the  peth,  thaim  preilyt  fwa, 

That  Schyr  Rauff  oAFCobhamb  gan  ta 

The  way  up  till  hys  horfs  in  hyj 

And  left  Schyr  Thomas  manlily 

Defendand  with  gret  mycht  the  pafi,  425 

Quhill  that  he  fwa  fuppreflyt  was 

That  he  wes  tane  throw  hard  fechting* 

And  tharfor  fyne  in  hys  ending 

He  wes  renounyt  for  beft  offhand 

Off  a  knycht  off  all  Ingknd.  430 

For  this  ilk  Schyr  Rauff  off  Cobhamb 

Intill  all  Ingland  he  had  name^ 

For  the  beft  knycht  off  all  that  land. 

And  for  Schyr  Thomas  duelt  fechtand 

Quhar  Schyr  Rauff,  as  befor  faid  I,  435 

Withdrew  hym  5  pryffyt  our  hyra  wes  haly. 

Thus  war  thai  fechtand  in  the  pafs. 
And  quhen  the  King  Robert,  that  was 
Wifs  in  hys  deid  and  anerly, 
Saw  hys  men  fa  rycht  douchtely  440 

The  peth  apon  thair  feyis  ta; 
And  faw  hys  fayis  defend  thaim  &; 

VoL.nL  I  Than 
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Than  gert  he  aH  the  Irfchery 

That  war  intiU  hp  company, 

OS  Arghtky  and  the  lUs  alfiia,  44} 

Speid  diaim  in  gret  hy  to  die  br:r« 

And  bad  thaim  leif  the  peth  hdy. 

Ami  clymb  up  in  the  craggs  hj  ; 

And  fpeid  thaim  (aft  die  hycfat  to  ter. 

Than  mycht  men  fe  diaim  ftoutly  gs^  450 

And  clymb  all  gat  up  to  die  hycht; 

And  leve  not  for  diair  feyis  mycht. 

Mawgre  diau*  fiiyis  thai  bar  thaim  (wa. 

That  thai  ar  gottyn  aboun  die  bra. 

Than  mycht  men  fe  thaim  fycht  felly  ;  455 

And  rufche  thair  fayis  fturdely. 

And  thai  that  till  the  pafs  war  gane, 

Mamrgre  diair  fayis,  the  hycht  has  tane. 

Than  laid  thai  on  with  all  thair  mycht: 

Thar  mycht  men  fe  tham  My  fycht.  460 


Thar  wes  a  parlbufi  bargane : 
Foe  a  knycht^  Schyr  Ihone  the  Bretarc^ 
That  lychtyt  wes  aboun  die  bni) 
And  hy%  men,  gret  defens  gan  ma^ 
And  ScoUs  mifiy  fua  gan  aflailfe,  465 

And  gave  thaim  Ik  feloun  bataill^ 

▼er.  44).  The  highkndfers,  undoutedly  of  IHIh  or^ 
are  called  Irtfk  by  Barboiiiv  it  iMr  tMlgW  it  ftiU  ctStok 
firfe  or  Iriih. 

That 
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Tkit  thai  war  fet  in  $c  ^ffray^ 
That  thai  that  mycM  fl«y  iod  awaj« 

Schyr  Ihonb  the  Bri^takb  tiw  we^  tam; 
And  rycht  fele  off  hys  folk  wes  flane.  470 

Off  Frauncn  thar  tuie  wes  ktfjrc^ls  twa  % 
The  Lord  the  Iui»s  we»  ane  off  tfaa; 
The  tothyr  wes  the  Merfchell  Bh«tayh> 
That  wes  a  weiU  gret  lord  at  bame* 
The  lave,  Aim  ded  war,  and  Sank  tane :  475 

And  the  repnaaand  fled  ilkane. 

And  quhen  the  King  off  Inglamly 
That  yeyt  at  Biknd  wes  liaad. 
Saw  hys  men  difcumfyt  (danelys 
He  tuk  hys  way  in  ftiU  gret  hy.  480 

And  furthwart  fled  with  all  hys  mychu 
The  Scotts  ffun  chaiTyt  6ft>  Ik  hycfat  % 
And  in  the  chafs  has  mony  tane. 
The  King  quicly  away  is  gane ; 
And  the  maft  part  off  hys  mengye.  485 

Stbwart  WAi.TJtB,  ^ac  gret  bouini 
Set  ay  on  hey  chewalry, 
With  fyve  hundre  in  cumpany, 
Till  Torks  yatts  the  chas  gan  ma : 
And  thar  fum  off  tbair  men  gan  fla.  4^ 

And  abade  thar  ()iihiU  ner  the  nychl^ 
To  fe  giff  ony  wald  ifche  to  fycht. 
And  quhen  be  faw  nane  wald  cum  ou^ 
He  Surnyt  agayn  tirith  all  hys  rQU(  i 

I  a  Afli 
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And  till  hys  oft  he  went  in  I17,  495 

That  tane  had  dian  thair  hetbery 

Intill  die  abbay  off  Billand 

And  Rifnvws  that  wes  by  ner  hand. 

Thai  dfllt  amang  diaim  that  war  tfaar 
And  gaif  the  King  ofF  Inglanis  ger,  500 

That  he  had  levyt  in  Bllandy 
All  gert  diai  lep  outour  thair  hand. 
And  maid  thaim  all  glaid  and  mery. 
And  quhen  the  King  had  tane  herbery. 
Thai  broucht  till  hym  the  prifonerS}  505 

All  unarmyt  as  it  aflere. 
And  quhen  he  (aw  Ihonb  off  Brbtakgnb 
He  had  at  hym  rycht  gret  engaigne; 
For  he  wes  wont  to  fpek  hychly 
At  hame,  and  our  difpitoufly ;  ^0 

And  bad  have  \kym  away  in  hy. 
And  luk  he  kepyt  war  ftraidy. 
And  (aid,  <<  War  it  not  that  he  war 
<<  Sic  a  catyve,  he  fuld  by  (ar 
**  Hys  wordys  tiiat  war  fwa  angry."  515 

And  he  humbly  cryt  hym  mercy. 
Thai  led  hym  furth  forowtyn  mar; 
And  kep]rt  hym  Weill  quhiU  thai  war 
Cummyn  hame  till  thair  awne  countr& 
Lang  eftyr  fyne  ranfounyt  wes  he  52^ 

Ver.  498.  Editions  read  t 

And  rewet  that  wort  near  by  Jyand. 
Tbat  it»  the  iireett  near.  *• 

Ftf 
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For  twenty  thowiand  pund  to  pay, 
As  Ik  haiff  hard  fyndry  men  fay. 

Quhen  that  the  King  this  fpek  had  maid, 
The  Frankys  knychts  men  takyn  haid 
War  broucht  rycht  thar  before  the  King  |      525 
And  he  maid  thaim  bjt  nedcummyng. 
And  faid,  <<  I  wate  rycht  Weill  that  ye, 
•*  For  your  gret  worfchip  and  bountCy 
^<  Come  for  to  fe  the  fechtand  her. 
••  For  fen  ye  in  the  countre  wcr  .530 

^  Your  ftrenth,  your  worfchip,  and  y^r  mycht, 
«<  Wald  not  lat  yow  efchcw  the  fycht, 
^  And  fen  that  cauft  yow  led  thartill  1 
«  And  nothyr  wreyth,  na  iwill  wills 
**  As  frends  ye  fall  refawyt  be>  ,    53S 

^  Quhar  all  tyme  .welcum  her  be  ye." 
Thai  knelyt,  and  thankyt  bym  gretly* 
And  he  gart  tret  thaim  cuftafly. 
And  lang  quhlll  with  hym  thaim  had  he; 
And  did  thaim  honour  and  bounte.  540 

And  quhen  thai  yarnyt  to  thair  land. 
To  the  King  off  Fraunce  in  prefand 
He  fend  thaim  quit,  but  ranfoun,  fre, 
And  gret  gjflFb  to  thaim  gaff  he, 

Hys  frends  thus  gat  curtafly  545 

He  couth  reflawe,  and  hamely. 
And  hys  fayis  ftoutly  ftonay. 
At  Biknd  aU  that  nycht  he  lay« 

I  3  For 
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For  thair  wi£lour  all  Myth  thai  war. 

And  on  the  mornc,  fero'wtyii  mar,  550 

Thai  haiFforthwart  tane  thair  way. 

Sa  fer  at  that  tyme  tnrwaitlyt  chai^ 

Brynnand,  flayand,  and  de^oyand, 

Thair  fityis  with  all  thair  mycht  noymi^ 

Quhill  till  the  ff^M  c^nmyn  wl&r  diti.  555 

Syne  northwart  tuk  thai  hteie  tfiair  way. 

And  deftroyit  in  thair  repair 

The  wale  all  planly  of  Btofunwr. 

And  fyne  with  prifoners,  and  catell^ 

RyGhys>  and  mony  fayr  jowdl,  560 

To  Scotland  tuk  thai  hame  thair  way  % 

Bath  blyth  and  glaid,  joyfull  and  gay. 

And  ilk  man  >went  to  thair  repayr^ 

And  lowyt  God  thaim  ftil  fit  fiiyr 

That  thai  the  King  off  Inglandj  565 

Throw  worfchip,  and  ^row  ftrenth  off  handy 

And  throw  thair  Lords  gnet  bchuit^ 

Difcumfyt  in  hys  awne  coiintre. 
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ARGUMENT. 


PiCi  haft  J  at  Untb  iftabUft^  a  C9nfpiracj  is  f§rmi 
he  Lord  SouLis  again  King  Robert.— -^^. 
kmim  caliit ;  and  the  confpiraiours  put  <#  tbi 
dM^'Inglis  piratis  tak  Sc9tis  fchips.-^Detb  rf 
Walter  Stewart.— £fiif  Robert  §rden 
Murray  and  Douglas  t^  invade  Ingkmd^ 
Edward  III.  being  new  $n  tbe  tbrene  rf  tbat 
iingriL — Tbe  IngUs  armj  advauncis  te  repell  tbe 
Sceittis.^^DoVGLAS  adm/es  net  te  bazard  a  bat- 
tel. — Embnfcbment  ef  Douglas.—  Fir/l  nfe  ef 
gunnis. — ^Douglas  in  tbe  nicbt  ajfalis  tbe  IngSs 
eamp.-^terie  ef  tbe  fix  and  tbe^cber.^^Hitreit 
rftbeScettis. 
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j\  O  W  wes  the  land  a  quhile  in  peis.    • . 

Bot  cowatyfs,  that  can  noucht  cefs 

To  fet  men  apon  felony. 

To  ger  thaim  cum  to  fenyowry, 

Gert  Lords  off  full  gret  renoune 

Mak  a  fell  coniquratioun 

Agayn  Robert,  the  douchty  King. 

Thai  thoucht  to  bring  hym  till  ending : 

And  to  bruk,  eftre  hys  dede, 

The  kjrnryk,  and  to  ryng  in  hys  fteid*  • 

The  Lord  the  Sowlls,  Schyr  Wilyamb, 
Off  that  purches  had  maift  defiune ; 


10 


For 


Ver.  s.  CoFwutfft  it  here  ufed  for  covetoufnds  of  power, 
ambition. 

Vcr.  I  J,  Our  poet  datet  this  conrpiracy  afirr  king  Sd- 
ward*8  expedition  13a a  9  but  from  Lord  Hailet*t  Annab  it 
aj>pear8  to  have  happened  in  13101  and  the  conl'piitUort 
were  put  to  death  in  Auguft  1310. 

There 
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For  principalc  tharofFwcs  he. 

Off  affent  off  that  crucltc 

He  had  gottyn  with  hym  findiy :  15 

Gilbert  Maleherbe,  Ihone  off  Logy, 

Thir  war  knycbts  that  I  tell  her; 

And  Richard  Broune  als,  a  fquyer. 

And  gud  Schyr  Dawy  off  Brechyn 

Wes  off  this  deid  aretted  fyne ;  ao 

As  I  fall  tell  yow  foryrmar. 

Bot  thai  ilk  ane  difcoweryt  war 

Throw  a  lady,  as  I  hard  lay, 

Or  till  th'dr  purpos  csm  mycht  ihu. 

For  fche  tauld  all  to  the  KiKO  ^5 

Thair  purpos,  and  thair  ordanytrg; 
And  how  that  he  fuld  haff  1)eiie  ded. 
And  SowLLS  ryng  intill  hys  ftei. 
-  And  tauld  hym  werray  takynyng 
This  purcbes  wes  fiitfafidttkiitg.  30 

*"  'And  quhcn  *e  King  wyft  h  wes  fwa, 
Sa  futell  purcbes  gan  he  ma, 

There  were  two  tmcet  bttwcon  En^wad  aai  Seodand  i 
mtt'ui  13199  to  laft  two  years  j  another  in  1313,  to  bift  thir- 
teen years.  Barbour  puts  the  confpiracy  after  die  lecond 
truce,  anftetd  of  alter  the  4urft.  Fordcmtanthecan^incy 
J3»o- 

▼er.  S3.  Our  heroes  obligdiomto  tf»4iuriiB,«B  the  time 
of  hb  advet£ty,  faa?e  been  fwmedy  aoled. 

Thit 
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That  he  gert  ttk  thaiai  euir ilbuie. 

And  quhar  the  Lord  8owti.$  Wcs  taAe^ 

Thre  hundre  and  fexCjr  had  he  3S 

Off  fquyers,  ded  in  hj%  Ijrueiy, 

M  that  tyme  in  hy«  cumpany  % 

Owtane  knychtys  that  vitr  joly. 

Into  Berwik  takyn  wes  he ; 

That  mycht  all  hys  mengye  Te  4p 

Sary,  and  wa ;  but  Ttith  to  iay. 

The  KiKG  let  thatm  all  pais  th«r  Wiy( 

And  held  thaim  at  he  takyn  had* 

The  Lord  Sowlls  ibne  eftre  rtmi 

Planr  granting  off  all  that  purchas.  *  45 

A  parlement  fet  tfaarfor  thar  was; 

And  broucht  Ihyddir  hyt  mengye  waf • 

The  Lord  the  SowtLa  has  grantyt  thar 

The  deid  into  plane  parleament* 

Tharfor  fone  tftjt  be  wes  ient  50 

Till  hys  pennance  to  DunherUmii 

And  deit  tbarifi  a  tour  off  ftane. 

Schyr  Gilbert  Malbhbbbb^  tod  JjMt^ 
And  Richard  Broukb,  tharilire ]Aaidjr 
War  with  a  fyft  that  oortane ;  55 

Tharfor  thai  drawyn  war  ilkane. 
And  hangyt»«iid  hedyt  tharto  ; 
As  men  had  dempt  thaim  for  to  do. 

And  gud  Schyr  Dawy  off  BRBCHfV 
Thai  gert  chalance  rycht  ftraitly  fyne.  60 

And 
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And  he  grauntyt  that  off  that  thing 
Wes  Weill  maid  till  bym  difcouering; 
Bot  he  thartili  gaff  na  confent. 
And  for  he  hclyt  thair  entent, 
And  difcoweryt  it  not  to  the  King,  65 

That  he  held  off  all  hys  halding. 
And  maid  till  hym  hys  fewt6, 
Jugyt  till  hang  and  draw  wes  he. 
And  as  thai  drew  hym  for  to  hing^ 
The  pepill  ferly  foft  gan  thring,  ^0 

Hym  and  hys  meyfcheyff  for  to  fc. 
That  to  behald  wes  gret  pit6. 
Schyr  IngrahaMb  the  llMFRAWEiLLy  tiiatlhaA 
Wes  with  the  King  as  Scott/moHy 
Quhen  he  that  gret  myfcheyff  gan  tc^  75 

He  faid,  ^  Lordings,  quharto  prefi  ye  I 
**  To  fe  at  myfcheyff  fic  a  knycht, 
•  *  That  wes  b,  worthy,  and  (a  wycht, 
^  That  Ik  haff  fenc  mar  prefs  to  fe 
^  Hym  for  hys  rycht  fouerane  bounty,  8q 

**  TTjan  now  dojrfs  for  to  fe  hym  her/* 
And  quhen  thir  werds  fpokyn  wer. 
With  f^iry  cher  he  held  hym  ftiU, 
Quhill  men  had  off  hym  thair  will. 
And  fyne,  with  die  leve  off  the  Kino,  85 

He  broucht  hym  menfkly  till  erding* 

Ver.  84.  Till  men  had  executed  their  pleafure  upon  Bre- 
chiiii  had  put  tum  to  deatl^. 

And 
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And  fyne  to  the  Kino  (aid  he, 
•*  A  thing  I  pray  yow  graunt  me, 
«<  TTiat  is,  that  ye  ofF  all  my  land 
«  That  is  intill  Scotland  liand, 
c<  Wald  giff  me  levc  to  do  my  will.** 
The  Kino  than  fone  hes  faid  hym  till, 
<  I  will  Weill  graunt  that  it  fwa  be. 
*  But  tell  me  quhat  anqwis  ye  ?' 
He  faid  agayn,  *'  Schyr,  graunt  mercy, 
**  And  I  fall  tell  yow  it  planly. 
<^  Mytit  hart  giiFs  me  na  mar  to  be 
^  With. yow  duelland  in  diis  countre* 
^  Tharfor,  bot  that  it  noucht  yow  greve, 
**  I  pray  yow  hartily  oflF  your  Icve. 
^'  For  quhar  fa  rycht  worthy  a  knycht, 
^  And  faa  chewalroufs,  and  (a  wycht, 
*'  And  fa  renownyt  off  worfchip  fyne, 
^  As  gud  Schyr  David  off  Brbchynb, 
^  And  fa  fulfillet  off  all  manheid, 
.  *<  Wes  put  to  h  welanjrs  a  ded, 
**  My  hart  forfuth  may  not  giff  me 
««  To  duell,  for  na  diing  that  may  be/* 
The  King  faid,  ^  Sen  that  yow  will  fwa, 
^  Quheneuir  ye  likys  yow  ma  ga. 
^  And  yow  (all  haff  gud  leve  tharto 
*  Thy  liking  off  thy  land  to  do.* 
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And  he  hym  thankyt  gretumly. 
And  off  hys  laod,  in  full  gret  hy, 


At 
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As  hym  thoucht  beft  diiponjrt  lie*  (15 

Syne  at  the  King  eff  gret  homo^ 

Befor  all  thaim  that  whb  hpn  war, 

Ht  tuk  hys  leve  for  eoinnar  ; 

And  went  in  Ingkmd  to  the  King^ 

That  maid  hjnn  ryckt  £iyr  wekumiiqmg  ^       im 

And  aflcyt  hym  off  the  north  tidMg. 

And  he  hym  tauld  all  butlefing : 

Haw  thaife  knycfats  deftroyit  war, 

Quhen  as  I  tauld  till  yow  ar; 

And  ofF  the  Kings  cvrtafiy,  it% 

That  lewyt  hym  ddxmerly 

To  do  off  bys  land  hys  liking* 

In  that  tyme  wes  fend  fn  the  Kiifo 

Off  Scotland  myflengers  to  trete 

Off  peft,  giff  that  that  mycht  it  ^  13a 

As  diai  befor  oftfyft  war  iend  | 

How  that,  thai  noocht  couth  bring  tiH  end. 

For  the  gud  KiN'a  had  m  enten^ 
Sen  God  fa  fiayr  grace  had  hym  lini^ 
That  he  had  womiyn  alt  hys  hnd^  1*3  j 

Throw  ftieath  off  armys^  till  hys  haiil,« 
That  he  pefs  in  hys  tjnne  wald  ma« 
And  all  hys  lands  flabill  fwft 
That  hys  ayr  cftre  hym  fiild  be 
In  pefS|  giff  men  held  lawt6.  140 


Intill  this  tymetfiat  UMmRAWrUCi 
A^  I  bar  yow  on  hand  er  quhill. 


Come 


Come  tai  Aa  King  dF  iiQr£»d; 

The  Scotts  meflengers  thar  he  fiaid» 

Offpeisandnefttohaifftrttis.  145 

The  King  wyft  Sckyi  Ikcjiahame  wet  wi&i 

And  aikyt  cun(aitt  tkarte 

Quhat  he  waU  rede  hym  for  to  dod 

For  he  faid  hym  Aoucfat  hard  to  ma 

Fcft  with  the  King  Rosiht,  bys  fi^  1:50 

Quhill  that  he  off  hyn  wengyt  war.. 

Schyr  iNGRi^HAMS  maid  till  hyn  anfiiar^ 

And  laid,  <<  He  delt  facurtaHy 

<«  With  me,  tktt  oo  na  wyTs  Md  X 

«  Giff  confaill  till  hys  ncthring."  155 

^  The  behowis  nedwayia,'  laid  the  Ctiigf 

<  To  this  thing  her  fiiy  thyne  awift/ 

^  Schyr/'  faid  he,  «*  fen  your  wilk  is 

^  That  I  fay,  wyt  ye  fckyrly^ 

^  For  all  your  gret  chewafary,  ate 

**  To  dele  with  hym  yhe  haiS  na  mycbte 

**  Hys  men  all  worthyn  ar  fa  wycht^ 

^'  For  lang  ufage  oS  ftchting, 

<<  That  has  bene  nuryft  in  fwiUc  things 

^  That  ilk  yhuman  is  £1  wicbt  165 

«*  Off  hys,  that  he  is  worth  a  knychf. 

^  Bot  an  yow  thynk  yow  war  to  bring 

^  To  your  purpofs  and  your  Uking^ 

**  Lang  trew3^s  with  hym  tak  ye. 

<'  Than  fall  the  maft  off  hys  mengye^  tJO 

<<  That  ar  bot  fympil  yhumanryy  .    . 

*  9e  dyftroynit  comonnaly 
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<<  To  wyn  thair  mete  with  tbair  trawaile* 

<<  And  futn  ofF  thaim  neds  but  faill 

^  With  pluch  and  harow  for  to  ge^  tJS 

^  And  othyr  fer  crafFts,  thair  mete. 

tt  Swa  that  thair  armyng  (all  worth  auld  i 

<'  And  fall  be  rottyn,  ftroyt^  and  (auld 

^  And  fele,  that  now  of  wer  ar  fley» 

^  Intill  the  lang  trew  fall  dey :  |8o 

^  And  othjrr  in  thair  fted  (all  ryfs, 

«  That  (all  cum  litill  of  that  maftryfs, 

^  And  quhen  thai  difufyt  er, 

•*  Than  may  ye  move  on  thaim  your  wer." 

Till  this  aflfentyt  thai  illcane.  i8j 

And  eftre  fone  war  trewis  tane, 
Bot  wer,  betuix  twa  Kings,  that  wer 
Tailyeit  to  left  for  aucht  yer : 
And  on  the  marchis  gert  thaim  cry. 
The  Scotts  men  kepyt  thaim  lelely.  19O 

Bot  the  Inglis  men  apon  the  fe 
iJiftroyit,  throw  gret  inyquyte^ 
Marchand  fchippis,  that  failand  war 
Fra  Scotland  tiH  Flaunders  with  war : 
And  deftroyit  euirillcane,  I95 

And  to  thair  oyfs  the  gud  has  tane. 


The  King  fend  oft  till  a(k  redrefs : 
Bot  nocht  off  it  redrell/t  wes. 


And 
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And  he  abaid  all  tyme  alkand. 

The  trew  on  hys  haff  gert  he  ftand  20m 

Apon  the  marchis  ftabUIy, 

And  gert  men  kep  diaim  lelely* 

In  this  tyme  that  trewis  waf 
lieftand  on  mafchis,  as  I  fade  ar^ 
Schyr  Waltrb  Stewart,  that  worthy  was, 
At  Bathgati  a  gret  feknes  tas.  20< 

Hjrs  iwiU  ay  woux  mar  and  mar, 
Quhill  men  perfewyt  be  hys  Ikr, 
That  hym  worthyt  ned  pay  the  det 
That  na  man  to  pay  may  let.  %i% 

Sehrywyn,  and  als  repentit  weill, 
Quhen  all  wes  doyn  hjm  ilk  deill 
That  chryftyn  man  nedit  till  have. 
As  gud  cryftyn  the  gaft  he  gave. 
Than  men  mycht  her  men  gret  and  cryj        215 
And  mony  a  knycht,  and  mony  a  lady, 
Mak  in  apert  rycht  ewill  chen 
Sa  did  thai  all  that  euir  thai  war : 
All  men  hym  menyt  commonaly, 
For  off  hys  eild  he  wes  worthy.  229 

Quhen  thai  lang  quhill  Aair  dule  had  maid. 
The  corfs  to  Pafiay  haff  thsd  haid ; 

Ver.  fto6.  In  the  (hire  of  Linlithgow. 

Vcr.  114.  Walter  Stoart  died  9th  April  1 316. 

Barbour  hat   paft  from  131s  to  1316$  but  tht  year* 
13*39  i3M>  ^"'oe  occupied  in  neg;ociatioiit,  and  m  %%%i  im* 
tlung  occurs  in  Lord  Haikl^t  Annali. 
.   Voi..m.  K  Ajld 
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And  thar  with  gret  folcmpnyt^. 

And  with  gret  dulc,  crdyt  wes  he. 

God,  for  hys  mycht,  h]^s  faule  bring  225; 

Quhar  joy  ay  lefts  but  ending ! 

Eftre  hys  dede,  as  I  faidafy 
The  trewys  that  fwa  takyn  war, 
For  till  hafFleftyt  aUcht  ycr, 
Quhen  twa  yer  off  thaim  paflyt  wer,  430 

And  ane  halff  as  I  trow  alfua, 
The  King  Robert  faw  men  wald  not  ma 
Redrefs  ofF  fchyppys  th^  war  tane ; 
And  ofF  the  men  als  that  war  (lane  : 
Bot  contynowit  thair  mawyte,  235 

Quhenir  thai  met  thaim  on  the  (e. 
He  fend  and  acquyt  hym  phmly;     . 
And  gafF  the  trewis  up  opynly. 

And  fyne,  in  wengesnce  off  thys  trefpas. 
The  gud  Eric  off  Murreff,  Thomas,        24$ 
And  Donald  Eric  off  Mar  alfua ; 
And  James  off  Dowolas  with  thaim  twa. 
And  James  Stewart,  that  ledar  wc% 
Eftyr  hys  gud  brodyrs  dcfcciis. 
Off  all  hys  brudnys  men  m  wer  ;>  245 

He  gert  apon  thair  beft  maner, 

Ver.  229.  The  tpaat  wat  to  lift  thtrteen  yttrt.  ti  we  iaoir 
from  origiial  dooinehtt :  tnd  it  was  concluded  in  1321,  (o 
ikuLt  two  yeafi  and  a  Mf  of  it  extend  hilo  f|a6. 

V«r.  245.  Edition*  Intt  <  hk^teoiker'f/ 

With 
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With  mony  men,  bouse  thaim  fo  gik    /      I 

In  Inglandy  for  to  brya  and  fla.  ;  .«     : 

And  thai  held  Airth  tiU  Inglmtd. 
Thm  war  off  gud  men  tea  thowfand* .  ^5^^: 

Thai  brynt  and  flew  inttll  thair  way  % 
Thair  feyis  feft  deftroyit  diai. 
And  fwa  gat  (buthwart  gan  thai  £ir 
To  JVardaill  quhill  thai  cuihniyn  wiar» 
That  t)rme  Eduuaud  off  Carbtajjz&anb    255 
The  King  we$  ded,  and  laid  in  ftane  ; 
And  Eduuard,  1^8  ftme^  tliat  wes  jingt 
In  Ingland  crownyt  wes  to  King,  ^:y. 

And  furnome  off  fVyndyJfor. 
He  had  in  Fraunce  bene  thar  bs&r  a6o 

With  hys  modyr,  d^me  Ysabeli,  5 
And  wes  weddyt,  as  lie  liard  teU, 
With  a  young  lady  fayr  off  face 
That  the  Erles  douchtre  was 
Off  Hennaud ;  and  off^  that  coontre        '         26  4 
BfOQcht  with  liydi  men,  off  gret  bdulfil^, 

Ver.  154.  Wered^e  on  tbo  river  Wercji  if  t^c  w^Jftom  ol* 
tremity  of  the  county  of  Durh^. 

Ver.  457.  Edward  iM'.  a/cended  the'  throiic  of  England 
S4th  January,  13*7.  The  Scotiih  expedition  wa»  in  the 
fummer  of  that  ytw«  •  A  truce  hod  been  c^rieHided  in 
t^m»  to  laft  thirteen  yell's ;  bqt  3arboiicfiiy«  tbeSnglift' 
had  broken  it  by  taking  Scotiih  ihtpt.  It  is  «lfo  fm^iegiie^ 
that^  in  that  age»  the  diea^  or  depofition  of  ^  l^ng  yn^  co/i*. 
ceived  to  ctoCel  a  treaty  toade  with  him.     '        ' 

K  2  Schyi 
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Schyr  Ihonb  the  Hbnnaud  wes  thair  leder, 

That  wes  wyfs  and  wycht  in  wer. 

And  that  tyme  that  ScMfnun  wer 
At  fyittrdaili^  as  I  Taid  yow  er,  170 

Intill  Tork  wes  die  new  maid  King: 
And  herd  tell  off  the  deftroying 
That  Scotts  nun  maid  in  hys  countre* 
A  gret  oft  till  hym  gadryt  he : 
He  wes  weill  ner  fyfty  thowfand.  875 

Than  held  he  northwart  in  the  land. 
In  haill  bataill  with  that  mengye. 
Auchten  yer  auld  that  tjrme  wes  he* 

The  Scottfimn  a  day  Chidai/i 
Fra  end  till  end  had  herid  hale ;  2H 

And  till  ff^ardaile  agajm  thai  raid : 
The  difcurriours,  that  fycht  has  haid 
Off  cummyn  off  the  IngKs  nun^ 
To  thair  Lords  diai  tauld  it  then. 
Than  lhe  Lord  Dowglas,  in  a  ling,  285 

Raid  fiirth  to  fe  diair  cummjmg  ; 
And  (aw  that  fewyn  bataill  war  thai| 
That  come  ridand  in  gud  aray« 

Quhen  he  that  folk  behaldyn  had, 
Towart  hys  oft  agayn  he  rad.  290 

The  Erie  Iperyt  giffhe  had  fene 
Thatoftj  «Ya,Schyr/'hcfiud,««botWcnc." 

fOjihat 
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«  Quhat  folk  ar  thai  ?'  <<  Schyr,  mony  men." 

The  Erie  hys  ayth  hes  fuorn  then 

We  ddl  fecht  with  thaim,  thouch  diai  war      2g5 

Yeyt  ma  eftfonys  than  thai  ar. 

**  Schyr,  lowyt  be  God,"  he  (aid  agayn, 

^  That  we  hafF  fyk  a  capitayn, 

^  That  fwa  gret  thing  dar  undreta. 

*<  Bot  be  Sayint  Bryd  it  beis  not  fua|  300 

"  Giff  my  cunlaill  may  trowyt  be. 

^  For  fecht  on  na  maner  iall  w^ 

^*  Bot  it  be  at  our  awantage. 

^<  For  me  think  it  war  na  owtrage 

^  To  fewar  folk  aganyt  ma  305 

*^  Awantage,  quhen  thai  ma  it,  ta.'* 

As  thai  war  on  this  wyfs  fpekand. 
Our  ane  hey  rigg  thai  faw  rydand, 
Towart  thaim  ewyn,  a  bataill  braid, 
Baners  difplayit  inew  thai  haid.  310 

AAd  ane  othyr  cum  cfiyr  ner  s 
And  rycht  apon  the  famyn  maner 
Thai  come,  quhill  aucht  bataills  braid 
Owt  our  that  hey  rigg  paflyt  haid. 

The  Scott/men  that  war  thar  Hand  315 

On  north  halfFwer,  towart  ScotlatuL 
The  dale  wcs  flrekyt  wciU,  Ik  hycht ; 
On  aythir  fyd  thar  wes  ane  hycht  5 
And  till  the  watre  doune  fum  deill  ftay. 
Tl^e  Scoitjmen  in  gud  aray,  320 

K  3  On 
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On  thair  bfcft  wyfs  bufkyt  ilkahe; 

And  in  a  ftrenth  that  thai  had  tane. 

And  that  wes  fra  tht  watre  off  TPer 

A  quartar  ofF  a  myle  weill  ner, 

Thar  ftud'thai  bataill  till  abid.  pS 

And  Inglis  men  on  aythir  fid 

Come  rydand  downwart,  qufcill  thai  wcf 

To  ff^ers  watre  cummyn  ^Is  ner, 

As  on  the  othyr  haHF^air  feyis  wer. 

Than  haff  thai  nwid  a  reft  rycht  thiir.  33# 

And  fend  owt  archerys  a  thowfand 

With  huds  ofF,  and  bowis  in  hand  ; 

And  gert  thaim  wele  drynk  off  the  wyne, 

And  bad  thaim  gang  to  bykker  (yne 

The  Scotts  oft  in  abandoun ;  735 

Thai  gert  thaim  cum  apon  thaim  doun ; 

For  mycht  thai  ger  thaim  brefc  aray, 

To  haff  thaim  at  thair  will  thoucht  thai. 

Armyt  men  doun  with  thaim  thai  fend, 

Thaim  at  the  watre  to  defynd.  346 

The  Lord  Dowglas  hes  fene  thair  fcr  5 
And  men,  that  rycht  Weill  horfyt  wer 
And  armyt,  a  gret  cumpany 
Behind  the  bataills  priuely, 
He  gert  howe  to  bid  thair  cummyng :  345 

And,  quhen  he  maid  to  thaim  taknyng, 
Thai  fuld  cum  ilkane  faft,  and  fla 
With  fperys  that  diai  mycht  ourta, 

Donald 
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0ONALD  off  Mar  tiiair  diefiane  wci  1 

And  Archibald  off Dowglas.  350 

The  Lord  Dowqlas  towart  thaim  raids 

A  gowne  on  hys  armur  be  haid : 

And  trawerfyc  alwayis  up  agayn, 

Thaim  ner  hys  bataills  for  to  trayn. 

And  thai,  that  drunkyn  had  off  the  wyn,  355 

Come  ay  up  lingand  in  a  line, 

Quhill  thai  the  biUaill  come  {k  xKr^ 

That  arowis  fell  amang  thaim  fer. 

Robert  off  Ocill,  a  gud  fquyer. 
Come  prikand  than  on  a  courier  i  360 

And  on  the  archers  cryt  agayn, 
^  Ye  wat  uoucht  quha  mays  yow  that  trayn. 
"  That  is  the  Lord  Dowglas  ;  that  will 
^  Off  hys  playb  ken  fum  yow  till." 
And  quhen  thai  herd  fpek  off  DoWGL as,  .     365 
The  hardyeft  effrayit  was, 
And  agayn  turnyt  halely. 
His  takyn  maid  he  then  in  hy* 
And  the  folk  that  enbufchjrt  war 
Sa  ftoutly  prykkyt  on  diaim  thar,  370 

That  wele  thre  hundre  haiff  thai  flayne. 
And  till  the  watre  hame  agayne 
All  the  remanand  gan  thai  chas. 
Schyr  WiLYAM£  off  Erskyn  thar  was 

ChalTyt 

Ver.  374*  Editions  read  t 

Sir  William  of  Erfldn,  that  wa^ 

K  4  Nc^y 
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Chaflyt  with  othyrt  dsat  thar  war  3^5 

Sa  fer  furdi,  that  hys  horfi  hjm  bar 

Amang  the  lump  oflF  IngUs  nun  ; 

And  with  ftrang  hand  wes  takyn  then. 

Bot  off  hym  weill  fone  chang  wes  maid 

For  othyr  that  men  takyn  haid.  389 

Fra  diir  Inglis  archers  war  flane, 
Thir  folk  raid  till  thair  oft  agayn. 
And  rycht  fwa  did  die  Lord  off  DowGLAS. 
And  quhen  that  he  reparyt  was. 
Thai  mycht  amang  diair  fayis  fe  385 

The  pailyownys  fone  ftentyt  be. 
And  thai  periawyt  fone  in  hy 
That  thai  that  nycht  wald  tak  berbery. 
And  fchup  to  do  na  mar  that  day. 
Tharfor  diaim  alftxa  herberyt  thai :  399 

And  ftent  pailyownys  in  by. 
Tents  and  bigs  als  tharby. 
Thai  gert  mak,  and  fet  all  on  raw. 
Twa  noweltyis  that  day  thai  law. 
That  forouth  in  Scotland  had  bene  nane*         395 
Tjrmmris  for  helmys  war  the  tane, 

New  made  knight  the  fkmen  day. 

Well  horfed  into  good  array. 

Chafed  with  othersy  &c. 
Ver.  396.  Timbn^  Fr.  a  creft  upon  a  hebnet,  corrcfpond- 
ing  to  the  creft  of  the  bearer^t  coat  of  arms .   Gawin  Doughtt 
ufes  the  word  for  a  common  creft  of  a  helmet^  as  worn  by  the 
Creeks  and  Romans. 

That 
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That  thaim  thoucht  than  oflF  gret  bewtC| 

And  alfua  wondre  for  to  fe. 

Tlie  tothyr  crakys  war  off  wer. 

That  thai  befor  herd  neuir  er.  400 

Off  thir  twa  things  thai  had  ferly« 

Tliat  nycht  thai  walkyt  ftalwartly. 

The  maft  part  oflF  thaim  armyt  lay, 

Quhill  on  the  morn  that  it  wea  day 

Tlie  Ingllfmen  thaim  umbethoiicht  405 

Apon  quhat  maner  that  dial  moucht 

Ger  Scotts  leve  thair  awantage. 

For  thaim  thoucht  foly  and  owtrage 

To  gang  up  till  thaim9  till  ailalll 

Thaim  at  thair  ftrenth  in  plane  batailL  410 

Tharfor  off  gud  men  a  thou(and> 
Kxmyt  on  horfs,  bath  fute  and  hand, 
Thai  fend  behind  thair  fayis,  to  be 
Enbufchyt  intill  a  wal6. 

And  fchuip  thair  bataills,  as  thai  wald  4i|> 

Apon  th^m  till  the  fiechtand  hald. 
For  thai  thoucht  Seottfmen  fie  will 
Had  that  thai  mycht  not  hald  thaim  ftill : 
For  thai  knew  thaim  off  fie  curage. 
That  diai  throuch  ftrenth  and  awantage  419 

Thai  fiild  leve,  and  mete  thaim  planly. 
Tlian  fuld  thair  bufchement  halely 


Ver*  3;9«  Guns* 


Behind 
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Behind  brek  on  tbaim  at  the  bak. 

Sa  thoucht  thai  weill  thai  fuld  thaim  tnak 

For  to  repent  thaim  off  thair  play,  415 

Tbair  enbufchement  furth  fend  baff  thai. 

That  thaim  enbufcbyt  priuely. 

And  on  the  morne^  fum  dele  arly, 

Intill  thair  oft  hey  trumpyt  thai  5 

And  gert  thair  braid  bataillis  aray,  430 

And,  all  arayit  for  to  fycht, 

Thai  held  towart  the  watre  rycht. 

Scotts  menj  diat  bw  thaim  do  fwa, 
Boune  on  thair  beft  wy6  gan  thaim  ma. 
And  in  bataill  planly  arayit,  435 

With  baners  till  the  wynd  difplayit, 
Thai  left  thair  ftrenth,  and  all  [danly 
Come  doun  t9  mete  thaim  hardely. 
In  as  gud  maner  as  thai  moucht ; 
Jlycht  as  thair  fayis  befor  had  thoucht.  449 

Bot  the  Lord  Dowclas,  that  ajr  wc$  war, 
And  fet  owt  wachis  her  and  thar, 
Gat  wyt  off  thair  enbufchement. 
Than  intill  gret  by  is  he  went 
£efor  the  bataillis,  and  ftoutly  445 

He  bad  ilk  man  turn  hym  in  hy, 
Rycht  as  he  ftud :  and  turnyt  fwa 
Up  till  thair  ftrenth  he  bad  thaim  ga : 
Swa  that  na  let  thar  ibai  makL 
'And  diai  did  as  he  biddyn  haid,  450 

QuhiU 
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Quhill  till  thair  ftrenth  diai  come  agayne. 
Thar  turnyt  thai  thaim  with  mekill  pajme^ 
And  ftud  redy  to  gifFbatadll, 
Giff  thair  fayis  wald  thaim  aflaill. 

Quhen  IngHJmen  had  fetie  thaitn  fwa  455 

Towart  thair  ftrenth  agayn  up  ga^ 
Thai  cryt  hey,  «  Thai  flcy  thair  way !" 
Schyr  Ihone  Hbnn  aud  faid,  <*  Perfey 
<'  Yonc  fleying  is  rycht  tragedy, 
"  Thair  armyt  men  behind  I  fc,  460 

«^  And  thair  baners  $  fwa  that  thai  thar 
<'  Bot  turne  thaim  as  thai  ftandand  ar^ 
<*  And  be  arayit  for  to  fycht, 
**  GifF  ony  prcflyt  thaim  with  tn]fcht« 
<^  Thai  haiF  fene  our  enbufchement,  46 j 

^^  And  agayn  till  thair  ftrenth  ar  went. 
**  Yone  folk  ar  gouem]^  wittily: 
*'  And  he  that  leds  is  worthy 
**  For  awife,  worfchip,  and  wyfdome, 
"  To  goucrn  the  cmpyr  off  R^mt"  470 

Ver.  459.  The  words  tragetfy  and  nrnedjf  were  ftrangdy 
abufed  in  the  middle  ages.  It  is  well  known  that  Dante 
ftyles  his  poem  Commedia,  merely  becauft  it  ends  happily  s 
and  he  calb  the  Eneid  Tragedia,  becaufe  it  ckffes  with  bUtkt 
and  bloodshed.     Virgil  fpcaking  fays  j 

Euripilo  ebb^  nome,  e  cofi  1  otnta 
L'alta  mia  tragedian  in  alcun  loco.  Inf.  c.  xx« 

Barbour  here  ufes  tragedy,  for  yAal  wt  wovld  caU  a  ftage« 
trick* 

Thus 
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Thus  fpak  that  worthy  knycht  diat  day. 
And  the  enbulchement^  fta  that  dsai 
Saw  diat  thai  fwa  difcoweryt  war, 
Towart  thair  oft  agayn  thai  fair* 
And  the  bataills  off  Inglifmeftj  475 

Quhen  thai  iaw  thai  had  iailyeit  then 
Off  thair  purpof ,  to  diair  herbery 
Thai  went ;  and  logyt  duum  in  hy« 
On  othyr  halff  rycht  fwa  did  thai. 
Thai  nod  na  mar  debat  that  day.  480 

Quhen  diai  that  day  ourdrewyn  had, 

Fyrs  in  gret  fbyfoun  thai  maid, 

Alfone  as  the  nycht  £dlyn  was. 

And  than  the  gud  Lordx>ff  Dowglas, 

Ti>at  had  fpyit  a  pUce  tharby,  485 

Twa  myle  dience^  quhar  mar  traiftly 

The  Scotts  oft  mycht  herbery  ta ; 

And  defend  tbaim  bettre  alfua. 

Than  dlys  on  ony  place  tharby. 

It  wes  a  park,  all  halely  490 

Wes  enweround  about  with  wall ; 

It  wes  ner  fiill  off  treys  aU. 

Bot  a  gret  plane  intiO  it  was. 

Thyddyr  thoucht  the  Lord  off  Dowglas 

Bfi  nychtyrtale  dudr  oft  to  bring,  495 

Tharfbr,  forowtyn  mar  duelling. 


Vv*4:95«  £<iitiontbcar: 

fij  night  all  their  oift  to  bring. 


Thai 
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TKai  bet  tfiair  fers^  and  maid  tfaaim  mar  | 

And  fyne  all  famyn  furdi  thai  far. 

And  till  the  park,  ibrowtjm  tyn&ill. 

Thai  come,  and  thaim  herberyt  weill  50#  ^ 

Upon  the  watre,  and  als  ner 

Till  it  as  thai  beforouth  wer. 

And  on  die  mom,  quhen  it  wet  da/. 
The  Inglifs  oft  myffyt  away 
The  Scott/men ;  and  had  ferly :  .  505 

And  gert  difcurriours  haftely 
Pryk,  to  fe  quhar  thai  war  away* 
And,  be  thair  fyrs,  perlawit  thai 
That  thai  in  the  park  off  WirdaU 
Had  gert  berbery  thair  oft  all  hale.  519 

Tharfor  thair  oft  but  mar  abaid 
Bufkyt,  and  ewyn  anent  thaim  raid. 
And  on  ayther  halff  the  watre  of  Wer 
Gert  ftent  thair  pailyownys,  ab  ner 
As  tibar  befor  ftentyt  war  thai.  51  j 

Aucht  dayis  on  bath  halff  fwa  lay  diai : 
That  Inglifnun  durft  not  aflaill 
The  Scottfmin  with  plane  bataill. 
For  ftrenth  off  erd  diat  thai  had  ther. 
Thar  wes  ilk  day  juftyn  off  wer  ;  520 

Ter,  497.  They  added  fiiel  to  dieir  B1U9  and  cncreafid 
fteia. 

And 


And  fcrytiyn  maid  Aill  apehlj;, 
And  men  tane  on  s^tbir  party. 
And  thai  that  war  taae  on  a  da]% 
Ob  ane  othyr  changyt  war  thaL 

Bot  othyr  deds  nane  war  done^  535 

That  gretly  is  apon  to  monc. 
Till  it  fell,  Qo  ftie  ftwynd  day> 
The  Lord  Dowglas  had  (pyx  a  way 
How  that  he  mycht  about  thaim  iid| 
And  come  apon  the  ferrer  fid.  539 

And  at  ewyn  purwayit  hym  he^ 
And  tuk  with  hym  a  gud  menyct 
Fyvt  hundre  in  hos&y  wycht  and  )iardy» 
And  in  the  nycht  all  priuely, 
Forowt  noyis,  fa  fcr  he  raid^  535 

Quhill  that  he  oer  cnwyronyt  haid 
Thir  oft ;  and  on  Ike  ftrrar  fid 
Towart  thaim  flely  ga^  he  rid* 
And  the  men  that  wkh  hym  w^ 
He  gert  in  hancb  haf  iiierds  biar,  549 

And  bad  thaim  hew  xapys  in  twa. 
That  thai  the  pailybways  mydil:  ma 
To  fall  on  thatin^  thai  in  diaim  war. 
Than  fuld  the  lavr^  that  fblowyt  thiTy 
Stab  doune  with  fpers  fturdely.  545 

And,  quhen  thai  hard  hys  home  ki  hy, 
To  the  watre  hald  doune  thair  way. 
Quhen  this  wes  faid,  that  Ik  her  fay, 

Towart 


t  thair  fayis  ikft  thai  raidy 

n  that  fid  na  wachis  haid.  55^ 

as  diai  ner  war  approchand 

^lis  man,  that  lay  bckand 

;  a  fyr  fid,  till  hys  fer, 

:e  not  qubat  may  tid  us  her. 

ycht  a  grct  growing  me  tais  t  535 

d  far  for  the  blak  Dowglas.'*  * 

s,  that  hard  hym,  faid  perfay 

fall  hafFcaufs  giff  that  I  may/ 

1  that,  with  all  hys  cumpaiiy^ 

:hyt  on  thaim  hardely.  5te 

ilyownys  doune  he  bar. 

pers,  that  fcharply  fchar, 

:ekyt  men  difpitoufly. 

^yfs  Weill  ibne  raifs  and  the  cry. 

ai  ftabbyt,  ftekyt,  and  flew :  5(5 

lilyownys  doun  yarne  thai  drew. 

me  flauchtre  maid  thai  thar ; 

li,  that  Hand  nakyt  war, 

I  power  defens  to  ma : 

lai  bot  pit^  gan  thaim  fla.  gj^ 

;crt  thaim  wcill  wyt  that  folly 

er  thair  fayis  for  to  ly; 

IF  thai  traiftly  wachit  war. 

csttfmett  war  flayand  thar 


Vsr.  f  57.  Douglas  who  heard  kx«« 


Thir 
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Thir  hyity  on  diis  quhill  die  cry  575 

Raft  throw  die  oft  comonnaly ; 

That  Lords,  and  odiyrs,  war  on  fter. 

And  quhen  die  Dowglas  wyft  diai  weT 

Armand  diaim  all  commonaly. 

He  blew  hys  home  for  to  rely  580 

Hys  men;  and  bad  thaim  hald  thair  way 

Towart  the  watre :  and  fwa  did  thai. 

And  he  abaid  henmaft,  to  fe 

That  nane  oflFhys  fuld  lewyt  be. 

And,  as  he  bad  fwa  howand,  585 

Come  thane  ane  widi  a  club  in  hand, 

And  fwa  gret  rout  he  till  hym  raucht^ 

That  had  not  bene  hys  mekill  maucht, 

And  hys  rycht  fouerane  manheid, 

Intill  diat  place  he  had  bene  dede.  590 

Bot  he  diat  tyme  wes  nocht  effrayic, 

Thouch  he  weill  oft  wes  hard  aflkyit, 

Throw  mekill  ftrenth,  and  gret  manheid 

Has  broucht  die  totbyr  to  die  dede. 

Hys  men,  that  till  the  watre  doun  595 

War  rydyne,  intill  a  randoun, 
Myflyt  thair  Lord,  quhen  thai  come  diar> 
Than  war  thai  dredand  for  hym  far. 
nk  ane  at  othjnr  fperyt  tidiing : 
Bot  yhet  ofF  hym  thai  hard  nathing.  60a 

Ver.  594.  This  imiption  of  Douglas  into  the  Snglifli 
camp  happened  on  the  4th  Augufty  i  %%7,  See  a  curiout  ac- 
cgont  of  it  near  the  banning  of  Froifart's  hiftoiy. 

Than 
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Than  gan  thai  cunfaill  (amyn  U  * 

That  thai  to  fek  hym  up  wald  ga. 

Andy  as  thai  war  in  fie  efiray, 

A  tutiwing  off  hys  horn  hard  thai : 

And  thai,  that  hes  it  knawyn  fwyth  605 

Was  off  hys  cummyn  wondre  bljrth,* 

And  fperyt  at  hym  off  hys  abaid. 

And  he  tauld  how  a  carle  hym  maid 

With  a  club  fie  felounne  pay. 

That  met  hym  ftoutly  in  the  way^  6x0^ 

That  had  not  fortune  helpit  the  mar 

He  had  bene  in  gret  pejill  thar. 

Thus  gat  fpekand  thai  held  thair  way^ 
Quhill  till  the  oft  cummyn  ar  thai  i 
That  on  fute  armyt  thaim  abaid,  615 

For  till  help  giff  thai  myfter  haid. 
And  alfone  as  the  Lord  Dowclas 
Met  with  the  Erie  off  Murreff  was. 
The  Erie  fperyt  at  thaim  tithing 
How  thai  had  fame  in  thair  owting.  620 

*«  Schyr,"  faid  he,  "  we  haff  drawyn  blud," 
The  Erie,  that  wes  off  mekill  mude. 
Said,  *  And  we  all  had  thyddir  gayne^ 
^  We  haid  difcumfyt  thaim  ilkane.* 
«  That  mycht  haft'faUyn  weill,"  faid  he;        625 
**  Bot  fckyrly  ynew  war  wc 
••  To  put  us  in  yone  awentur. 
^  For  had  thai  maid  difcumfitur 

VoL.m.  L  "On. 
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^  On  us,  diat  yondre  paflyt  wer, 

^  It  fuld  all  ftonaj  diat  ar  her/'  63O 

The  Erie  (aid, «  Sen  it  fwa  it 

*  That  we  may  ncmcht  widi  jupertyfi 
^  Our  feloun  fiiyis  for  to  afiaill ; 

^  We  (all  do  it  in  plane  bataill/ 

The  Lord  Dowglas  fitid,  ^  Be  Sayint  Brid,  635 

<^  It  wer  gret  foly,  at  diis  tid, 

f*  Till  us  with  fwilk  an  oft  to  fycht. 

^  It  growis  ilk  day  o(F  mycht ; 

<<  And  hes  widaill  tharwith  plent6. 

**  And  in  thair  cuntre  her  ar  we,  640 

^'  Quhar  (hair  may  cum  us  na  fuccours : 

^  Hard  is  to  mak  us  her  reicouris. 

^  Na  we  us  may  ferrar  mete  to  get : 

*^  Swilk  as  we  haiff  her  we  mon  et. 

^  Do  we  with  our  fayis  tharfor,  643 

^  That  ar  her  liand  os  befor, 

^  As  Ik  herd  tell  this  othyr  ycr 

^  That  a  fox  did  with  a  fychcr." 

*  How  did  the  ioii  V  the  Erie  gan  (ay. 

He  (aid,  ^  A  fycher  quhilum  lay  650 

^  Befid  a  ryvisr,  (ior  to  get 

<<  Hys  netts  that  he  had  tharin  (et. 

^  A  litill  loge  tharhy  he  maid  ; 

^^  And  thar  within  a  bed  he  haid ; 

^  And  a  litill  fyr  aUiuu  655 

^  A  dure  ther  wet  forowtyn  ma» 

*  '  PA  nychf, 
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*<  A  nycht,  hys  netts  for  to  fe, 

^  He  rafe ;  and  thar  weill  lang  dudt  ht. 

^  And,  quhcn  he  had  doyne  hys  deid, 

^  Towart  hys  lege  agayn  he  yeid  ;  66^ 

^  And,  with  licht  ofF  the  littiU  fyVf 

**  That  in  the  loge  wes  brynand  tchyrj 

^^  Intill  hys  loge  a  fox  he  (aw, 

^  That  (aft  on  an  falmound  gan  gnaw* 

^  Than  till  the  dur  he  went  in  hy,  6$5 

"  And  drew  hys  fuerd  deleuerly : 

•*  And  faid,  *  Reiftar  yow  mon  her  out.' 

<^  The  fox,  that  wes  in  full  giet  dout^ 

^  Lukyt  about  fum  hole  to  fe  ; 

^  Bot  nane  efchew  perfave  couth  he^  67^ 

^*  Bot  quhar  the  man  ftud  fturdely. 

^  A  lauchtane  mantell  than  hym  by^ 

^  Liand  apon  the  bed,  he  iaw ; 

^  And  with  hys  teth  he  gan  it  draw 

^  Outour  the  fyr :  and  quhen  the  man  4fj$ ' 

^  Saw  hys  mantell  ly  brynnand  thao, 

««  To  red  it  ran  he  haftdy.  '     ' 

^  The  fox  gat  owt  than  in  grct  hy : 

«  And  held  hys  way  hys  war«id  tffl. 

^  The  man  leyt  hym  begilyt  ill,  (8d 

^<  That  he  hys  gud  falmound  had  tynt } 

«<  And  alfo  had  h]rs  mantill  brynt : 

^  And  the  fox  fcaithles  gat  away* 

^  This  enfample,  weill  I  may  fay, 

^  -Be  yone  oft ;  and  us  that  ar  her.  6S5 

^  We  ar  die  fox:  and  thai  the  fychcTy 

L  2  «  That 
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^  That  ftcks  forouth  us  the  way, 
*'  Thai  wcnc  wc  may  na  gat  away, 
^  Bot  rycht  quhar  thai  ly,     Bot  pcrdc 
^  All  as  thai  think  it  fall  not  be.  69O 

*'  For  I  have  gcrt  fc  us  a  gat, 
<^  Suppos  that  it  be  fumdele  wate  : 
**  A  page  off  ours  we  f«ill  not  tync. 
**  Our  fayis  for  this  fmall  trowintyn 
^'  Menys  weill  we  fall  prid  us  fwa,  695 

*'  That  we  planly  on  hand  fall  ta 
*'  To  gifFthaim  opynly  bataill : 
^^  Bot  at  this  tyme  thair  thoucht  fall  faill. 
*^  For  we  to  morne  her,  all  the  day, 
^^  Sail  mak  as  mery  as  we  may :  7CO 

^^  And  mak  us  boune  agayn  the  nycht  $ 
'^  And  than  ger  mak  our  fyrs  lycht ; 
^'  And  blaw  our  hornys,  and  mak  far, 
^*  As  all  the  warld  our  awne  war, 
^  Qubill  that  the  nycht  weill  fiiUyn  be.  705 

^^  And  than,  with  all  our  hamayis,  we 
^  Sail  tak  our  way  hamewart  in  hy. 
•'  And  we  fall  gyit  be  graithly, 
^  Quhill  we  be  out  ofF  thair  daunger, 
•'  That  lyis  now  enclofyt  her.  710 

^^  Than  fall  we  all  be  at  our  will. 
*'  And  thai  fall  let  thaim  trumpyt  ill, 
"  Fra  thai  wyt  weill  wc  be  away." 
To  this  haly  aflentyt  thai. 
And  maid  thaim  gud  cher  all  diat  nycht,         715 
.,  Quhill  on  the  morne  that  day  wcs  lycht. 

Apon 
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Apon  the  morne,  all  priucly. 
Thai  turfyt  harnays,  and  maid  redy ; 
Swa  that,  or  ewyn,  all  boun  war  thai. 
And  thair  fayis,  that  agayn  thaim  lay,  7I0 

Gert  haiiF  thair  men,  that  thair  war  ded, 
In  carts,  till  ane  haly  fted. 
All  that  day  cariand  thai  war. 
With  carts,  men  that  flayn  war  thar. 
That  thai  war  felc  mycht  men  weill  fe,  725 

That  in  carrying  (a  lang  fuld  be. 

The  ofts  bath  that  day  wer 
In  pcfs :  and  quhen  the  nycht  wes  net 
The  Scfftts  folk,  that  Hand  war 
Intill  the  par|^  maid  feft  and  fer;  730 

And  blew  hornys ;  and  fyrs  maid. 
And  gert  thaim  nuk  brycht  and  braid  ; 
Swa  at  the  nycht  thair  fyrs  war  mar. 
Than  on  tyme  befor  thai  war. 
And  quhen  the  nycht  wes  fallyn  weill,  735 

With  all  the  harnayis  ilka  deill, 
All  priuely  thai  raid  thair  way. 
Sone  in  a  mofs  entryt  ar  thai, 
That  had  weile  twa  myle  lang  ofF  breid. 
Owt  our  that  mofs  on  fute  thai  yeid :  74O 

And  in  thair  hand  thair  horfs  leid  thai. 
And  it  wes  rycht  a  noyus  way ; 
And  noucht  forthy  all  that  thai  wer 
Come  weill  outour  it,  hale  and  fer ; 

L  3  And 
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And  tynt  but  Utill  off  diiir  ger,  745 

Bot  giff  it  war  ooy  fumer, 

That  in  Ac  mofi  ww  left  iiand. 

Quhcn  all,  ai  li  biffbcrne  on  hand, 

Outour  that  mafh  th^^  ^^^  ^  *>™^> 

War  cumjn,  a  fret  glaidfchip  thai  haid :         750 

And  raid  fiirth  hamcwart  on  thair  way. 

And  on  the  mome,  quhcn  it  wes  day. 

The  /MiUs  mm  Aw  the  hcrbry, 

Quhar  Satts  men  war  woj^t  to  ly, 

AH  woid :  thai  wondryt  gretly  then  ;  735 

And  ftnd  for*  fyndry  off  thair  men. 

To  (ff  V^^  ***  ^"""^  6*y"  away, 

QuhiU  at  the  laft  thair  traifs  fand  thai, 

fjut  till  the  mekill  mofs  thaim  haid, 

^fhat  wes  fwa  hidwoufe  for  to  waid,  760 

That  awentur  thaim  tharto  durft  nane  ; 

^  till  thair  oft  agayn  ar  gane, 

f^  tauld  how  that  thai  paflyt  war 

Quhar  neuir  man  paflyt  ar. 


Quhcn  Inglis  men  hard  it  wes  fwa. 
In  by  to  cunfaill  gan  thai  ta, 
<Iliat  thai  wald  folow  thaim  na  mar. 
■fliair  oft  rycht  than  thai  fcalit  thar : 
And  ilk  man  till  hys  awn  raid. 
And  King  Robert,  that  wittring  haid 


peihapt  a  furopter-horfe. 


76s 


770 


At 
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At  hys  men  in  the  park  fura  lay, 

And  at  quhat  meyicheyfF  thar  war  diai^ 

Ane  oft  aflemblyt  he  in  hy. 

And  ten  thowfand  men,  wycht  and  hardy, 

He  has  fend  Airth  with  ErUia  twa,  77.^ 

Off  the  Merss,  and  Akguss,  wtr  tha^ 

TTic  oft  in  Werdali  to  releve. 

And  giff  thai  mycht  fa  wele  efcheve  ' 

That  famyn  nycht,  be  thai  and  thaiy 

Thai  thoucht  thair  fayit  till  ailay.         :  780 

Swa  fell  th^t^  on  ^  lamyn  day,  ' 

That  the  mofs,  as  ye  herd  me  fay, 
Wes  paflyt,  the  difcurriours  that  thar 
Ridand  befor  the  oft  war, 

Off  aythir  oft  hes  gottyn  fycht,  .  .  785 

And  thai,  that  worthy  war  and  wycbt^ 
At  thair  meting  juftyt  off  wc.r«  . 
Enfenyeys  hey  thai  cr)ft  ther.         - 
And  be  thair  cry  periawit  diai. 
That  thai  war  freynds,  and  not  a  £iy.  790 

Than  mycht  men  fe  thaim  glaid  and  blyth  \ 
And  tauld  it  to  thair  Lords  fwith. 
The  oft  bath  met  iamyn  fyne. 
Thar  wes  rycht  hamely  welcumyng 

Ver.  779.  Editions  have  1 

Tliat  famin  night  that  meet  might  they. 
<  Be  thai  and  diai»*  feemt  to  imply,  when  both  came  together ) 
or  with  joi  At  force. 

L  4  Maid 
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Maid  amang  thais  gret  Lords  thar: 
OfF  thair  meting  jayfull  thai  war. 


79S 


The  ErlePATitiK,  and  hys  menye> 
Had  widaillis  with  thaim  gret  plente. 
And  tharw^th  weill  relevyt  thai 
Thair  frends :  for,  the  futh  to  (ay,  800 

Quhill  thai  in  fFardale  liand  war 
Thai  had  defa\|Lt  off  mete.    Bot  thar 
'  Thai  war  rele¥rjrt  with  gretplente. 
Towart  Scotland^  with  gamyn  and  gle. 
Thai  went ;  and  weill  hame  cummyii  at  thai.  805 
And  fcalyt  fyne  ilk  man  thair  way. 

The  Lords  ar  went  to  the  King, 
That  has  maid  thaim  £iyr  welcuming. 
For  off  thai^  come  rycht  glaid  wes  he  ; 
And  that  thai  fic  pcrplexite,  810 

Forout  tynfaill,  efchapen  haid. 
All  war  thai  blyth,,and  mery  maid. 

Vcrl  807.  Aiigwft,  I3>7. 
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ARGUMENT. 

King  Robert  affimbUs  tbrt  bofls  to  invade  Ingland 
^'ravages  Northummirland. — The  King  of  Ing^ 
land, offers  pecei  andhiifyfter  to  King  Robert*! 
/on  DAViD^r^etnes  of  King  Robert.— ^rf- 
djfng  of  Prince  David. — King  Robertas  feines 
increfandy  be  makis  bis  teflameni.  —  He  defiris 
Douglas  to  carry  bis  beart  to  tbe  Halie  Land. 
'^Detb  of  King  Robert. — Erl  of  Murref 
maid  Govemour  of  Scotland. — Douglas  isjlayn 
in  Speinj  fecbting  again  tbe  Saracenis.^^Detb  of 
MvKKUF.—ConclujSoun. 


[    IS5    ] 

THE 

B       R       U       C       £• 


B    U    K    E       XX, 


ONE  cftyr  that  the  Eric  Thomas 

a  H^ardiiU  thus  reparyt  waa, 

le  Kino  aflembljrt  all  hys  mjcht; 

id  left  nane  that  wes  worth  to  fydit* 

gret  oft  dian  aflembl jt  he ;  5 

id  delt  hys  oft  in  parts  there* 

[Murt  to  Norame  went  but  let, 

id  a  ftark  afiege  hes  fet» 

d  held  thaim  in  rycht  at  diair  djk* 

e  tothyr  part  till  Anwtk  I • 

xrent,  and  thar  a  fege  fet  diai. 

d  quhill  that  thair  afllegs  lay 

thir  caftells,  I  fpak  off  ar, 

;rt  efchewis  oft  maid  thar  war : 

J  mony  fayr  chewalry  15 

hewit  war  full  douchtely. 

rhe  King  at  diais  caftells  liand 
t  hys  folk,  as  I  bar  on  hand; 


Ver.  3*  September,  1317* 


And 
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And  with  the  thrid  oft  held  hys  way 

Fra  park  to  park,  hym  for  to  play ;  20 

Huntand  as  all  hys  awne  war. 

And  till  hym,  that  war  with  hym  thar. 

The  lands  oS  N§rththummyrland^ 

That  neyft  to  Scotland  war  Hand, 

In  fc  and  heritage  gave  he:  25 

And  thai  payit  for  the  felys  fe. 

On  this  wyis  raid  he  deftroyand, 
Quhill  that  the  King  ofF  Inglandj 
Throw  cunfkiU  off  the  Mortymar» 
And  hys  modyr,  that  that  tyme  war  30 

•^dars  off  hym,  that  then  young  weft^ 
To  King  RoB£RT,  to  tret  off  pefs 
Send  meflyngers.  ^  And  fwa  fped  thai 
That  thai  affentit  on  this  way 
Suld  thar  a  perpetuall  pels  tak.  35 

wAnd  thai  a  mariage  fuld  mak 
Off  the  King  Roberts  fone,  Dawy> 
'I'hat  than  hot  fyve  yer  had  fcarfly, 
And  off  dame  Ihanb  als  off  the  Tour, 
That  fyne  wes  pff  full  grct  walour.  40 

Vcr.  »6.  And  they  paid  the  fees  of  fealing,  of  oflScc.  Thit 
vaunt  of  Robertas  correfponds  fomewhat  with  Hannibal^s  fel- 
ling the  fliops  in  Rome,  after  the  Romans  had  fold  the  ground 
upon  which  his  camp  ftood* 

Vcr.  32.  Oftober,  ii%y.  King  Robert  was  then  at  Nor- 
kam. 

Syftrc 
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Syflre  Iche  wcs  to  the  ying  King, 

That  had  Ingland  in  goucrning. 

That  than  off  cild  had  fewyn  ycr. 

And  monyments,  and  lettres  kxy 

That  thai  off  Ingland  that  tyme  had^  45 

That  oucht  agayn  Scotland  mad, 

Intill  that  tretyfs  up  thai  gaff. 

And  all  the  clame  that  thai  mycht  haff 

Intill  Scotland  on  ony  maner. 

And  King  Robert,  for  fcaithis  fer,  50 

That  he  to  thaim  off  Ingland 

Had  done,  off  wer  with  ftalwart  hand. 

Full  twenty  thowfand  pound  fuld  pay 

Off  filuer  into  gud  monay. 

Quhen  men  thir  things  forfpokyn  had  j  55 

And,  with  fels  and  athis,  maid 
Feftnyng  off  frendfchip,  and  off  pefs. 
That  neuir  for  na  chance  fuld  cefs  ; 
The  mariage  fyne  ordanyt  thai 
To  be  at  Berwik :  and  the  day  60 

Thai  haff  fet  quhen  that  this  fuld  be. 
£yne  went  ilk  man  till  hys  countre. 

Thus  maid  wes  pefs,  quhar  wer  wes  ar : 
And  thus  the  fegs  raiffyt  war. 

Ver.  44.  That  is,  the  Engliih  were  to  gire  up  any  char- 
ters or  letters  derogatory  to  the  independence  of  Scotland. 
The  editions  from  nicety  omit  ihcfe  fix  lines. 

The 
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The  King  Robert  ordanyt  to  pay  f     65 

The  (iluer :  and  agayn  the  day 

He  gert  weill  for  the  maugery 

Ordane  that  quhen  hys  fpn  Dawy 

Suld  weddyt  ^ :  and  Erie  Thomas, 

And  the  gud  Lrord  oiFDowGLAS,  70 

Intill  hys  fteid  ordanyt  he> 

Dewifo¥n^  off  that  feft  to  be* 

For  a  malice  hym  tuk  (a  far, 

ybzt  he  on  na  wyfs  mycht  be  thar* 

This  malice  off  endfiindeyng  75 

Begouth,  for  throw  hys  caU  lying, 
Quhen  in  hys  gret  myfcheiff  wes  he, 
Hym  fell  that  hard  perplexity. 

At  Cardrofs  all  that  tjrme  he  lay* 
And  quhen  ner  cummyn  wes  the  day,  80 

That  oxAznyt  for  the  weddyn  was. 
The  Erie,  and  the  Lord  off  Dowglas, 
Come  to  Birwii,  with  mekill  fiir. 
And  broucht  yoin^  Dawy  vnA  thaim  tbcr. 
And  the  Queyn,  and  the  Mortymbr,  85 

On  othyr  part  cummyn  wer, 
With  gret  afier  and  roawte. 
The  young  lady,  off  gret  bewt£, 

Ver.  75.  MaUci,  rather  malefic  is  difeafe.    Robert's  was 
the  l^oTy.    Edirions  read  t 

His  iickiMfs  came  of  a  fondying 
He  had  tane  through  his  cold  lyiog. 

Thyddyr 
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Thyddyr  thai  broucht  with  rich  afien 

The  weddyn  haf  thai  makyt  thary  ^ 

With  grct  feft  and  folcmpnytc. 

Thar  mycht  men  myrth  and  glaidfchip  fe: 

For  rycht  gret  feft  thai  maid  thar* 

And  Inglss  men  and  Scotts  war 

Togyddyr  in  joy  and  folace :  95 

Na  feloune  betwix  thaim  was. 

The  feft  a  wele  lang  tyme  held  diaL 
And  quhen  thai  bufkyt  to  far  away. 
The  Queyn  bes  left  byr  douchtrc  tbar^ 
With  gret  rychis  and  roale  far.  loq 

I  trow  that  lang  quhill  na  lady 
Wes  gevyn  till  houft  fa  rychly. 
And  the  Erle^  and  the  Lord  Dowglas, 
Hyr  in  daynte  reflawyt  has. 
As  it  war  worthy  fekyrly,  105 

For  fche  wes  fyne  the  beft  lady. 
And  the  fa3rref^,  that  men  thurft  fe« 
Eftyr  this  gret  folemnyte, 
Quhen  off  bath  lewyis  war  tane. 
The  Queyne  till  Inghnd  hame  is  gane,  1 10 

And  had  with  hyr  Mortymar. 
The  Erie,  and  thai  dut  levyt  war, 
Quhen  thai  a  quhill  hyr  conwoyit  had, 
Towart  Berwik  agayn  thai  raid. 
And  fyne,  with  all  thair  cumpany,  115 

Towart  the  King  thai  went  in  hy$ 

Ver.  00.  The  isthof  JuIt,  ixtt. 

And 
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And  had  with  thaim  the  young  Dawy, 
And  Dame  Ihanb  als,  that  young  lady. 

The  King  maid  thaim  fayr  welcumyng. 

And  eftre,  but  langer  delaying,  120 

He  has  gert  (et  a  parlement; 

And  thiddyr  with  mony  men  is  went. 

For  he  thoucht  he  wald,  in  hys  lyfF, 

Croun  hys  young  (bn>  and  hys  wyiF. 

And  at  the  ]>arleament  fwa  did  he  125 

With  gret  iayr  and  folemnyte. 

The  King  Dawy  wcs  crownyt  thar. 

The  King  Robert  gert  ordane  thar, 

GifFit  fell  that  hys  fonc  Dawy 

Dcyt,  but  ayr  male  off  hys  body  130 

Gpttyn^  Robert  Stewart  fuld  be 

King  i  and  bruk  all  the  roalte 

That  hys  douchtre  bar,  Mariory.  j 

And  at  hys  tailye  Add  lelyly 

Be  haldyn  all  the  Lords  (war,  135 

That  it  with  felys  affyrmyt  thar. 

And  giff  it  hapnyt  Robert  the  King 

To  pafs  to  God,  quhill  thai  war  ying, 

The  gud  Erie  off  Murreff,  Thomas, 

And  the  Lord  aUiia  off  Dowglas,  140 

Suld  haff  thaim  into  gouerning, 

Quhill  thai  had  wyt  to  fter  thair  ring, 

And  than  the  Lordfchip  fuld  thai  ta. 

Hertill  thair  athys  gan  thai  ma. 

And 
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And  all  the  Lords  that  thar  war  X45 

To  thir  twa  wardanys  athys  fuar, 
Till  obey  thaim  in  lawte 
GiiF  fell  thaim  wardanys  to  be. 

Quhen  all  this  thing  thus  tretyt  wes^ 
And  afFermyt  with  fykernes,  150 

The  King  to  Cardrofs  went  in  hy. 
And  thar  hym  tuk  fa  felely 
The  feknes,  and  hym  trawaillyt  fwa, 
That  he  wyft  hym  behowyt  to  ma 
OfF  all  hys  lyiF  the  commoun  end,  155 

That  is  to  dede,  quhen  God  will  fend, 

Tharfor  hys  lettres  fone  fend  he 
For  the  Lords  off  hys  countre. 
And  thai  come  as  he  biddyn  had. 
His  teftament  then  hes  he  maid^  1 60 

Befor  bath  Lords  and  Prelats ; 
And  to  religioun,  off  fer  flats. 
For  hele  off  hys  (aule,  gaff  he 
Siluer  into  gret  quantitc. 

He  ordanyt  for  hys  faule  weill.  165 

And  quhen  this  done  wes  ilka  dele^ 
He  faid,  <^  Lordings,  fwa  it  is  gayn 
^  With  me,  that  thar  is  noucht  bot  ane 
"  That  is  the  dede,  withowtyn  drede, 
^  That  ilk  man  mon  thole  off  mede.  1 70 

<'  And  I  thank  God  that  has  me  fent 
^  Space  in  this  lyVe  me  to  repent. 

V0L.IU.  M  «*Fw 
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*^  For  throuch  me,  and  my  werraying, 

<<  Off  blud  has  bene  rycht  gret  fpilling ; 

**  Quhar  mony  faklefs  men  war  flayn.  1 75 

^'  Tharfor  this  feknes,  and  this  payn, 

'^  I  tak  in  thank  for  my  trefpafs. 

*'  And  myn  hart  fichyt  fekyrly  was, 

"  Quhen  I  Wes  in  profperite, 

"  Off  my  fynnys  to  fauffyt  be,  180 

^  To  trawaill  apon  Godds  &yis. 

<'  And  fen  he  now  me  till  hym  tayls, 

**  Swa  that  the  body  may  na  wyfs 

"  Fulfill  that  the  hart  gan  dewyfs ; 

«  I  wald  the  hart  war  thyddir  fent,  185 

"  Quharin  confawyt  wes  that  entent. 

•*  Tharfor  I  pray  yow  euirilkane, 

«*  That  ye  amang  yow  chefs  me  anc, 

**  That  be  honeft,  wyfe,  and  wycht, 

<«  And  off  hys  hand  a  nobill  knycht^  190 

**  On  Godds  foyis  my  hart  to  ber, 

'^  Quhen  faule  and  corfs  difleueryt  wer. 

<*  For  I  wald  it  war  worthily 

«<  Broucht  thar ;  fen  God  will  noucht  that  I 

**  Haue  power  thiddyrwart  to  ga,"  195 

Than  war  thair  harts  all  fit  wa, 

That  nane  mycht  hald  hjrm  from  greting. 

He  bad  tham  leve  thair  ibrrowing, 

Ver.  178,  Editions  have  I 

And  mine  heart  firmlie  fet  was* 
An  interpretation  of  the  old  language. 

For 
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For  it,  he  faid,  mycht  not  releve ; 

And  mycht  thaim  rycht  gretly  engrcvc  aco 

And  prayit  thaim  in  by  to  do 

The  thing  that  thai  war  chargyt  tOb 

Than  went  thai  furth  in  drcry  mode. 
Amang  thaim  thai  thoucht  it  gode^ 
That  the  worthy  Lord  off  Dowglas  205 

Beft  fchapyn  for  that  trawaill  was. 
And  quhen  the  King  hard  that  thai  fwa 
Had  ordanyt  hym  hys  hart  to  ta. 
That  he  maft  yarnyt  fuld  it  haff ; 
He  (aid,  ^  Sa  God  hymfelff  me  (aiff  I  aiO 

^  I  hald  me  rycht  weile  payit  that  yhe 
^  Haff  chofyn  hym :  for  hys  bounte» 
^  And  hys  worship,  fet  my  yarnyng^ 
<^  Ay  fen  I  thoucht  to  do  this  thing, 
^  That  it  with  hym  thar  fuld  her,  zi$ 

*<  And  fen  ye  all  aflentyt  er, 
^  It  is  the  mar  likand  to  me. 
^  Lat  fe  now  quhat  thartill  iayis  be.'* 
And  quhen  the  gud  Lord  off  DowGLAl 
Wyft  that  thing  thus  fpokyn  was,  aiO 

He  come  and  knelyt  to  the  King, 
And  on  this  wyfs  maid  hym  thanking* 

•  I  thank  yow  gretly,  Lord,'  ikid  he, 

•  Off  mony  largefs,  and  gret  bount6, 

•  That  ye  haff  done  me  fclfyfs  5  aas 
« Sen  fyrft  I  come  to  your  feruice. 

Ma  <  Bot 
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^  Bot  our  all  thing  I  make  thanking 

*  That  ye  fa  dyng  and  worthy  thing, 

*  As  your  hart,  that  enlumynjrt  wes 

*  OflFall  bount^,  and  all  prowes,  230 

*  Will  that  I  in  my  ycmfall  tak. 

*  For  yow,  Schyr,  I  will  blythly  mak 

*  This  trawaill,  gifF  God  will  me  gif 
'  Layfar  and  fpace  fwa  lang  to  lyiF.' 

The  King  hym  thankyt  tendrcly.  235 

Than  wes  nane  in  that  cumpany 
That  thai  na  wepyt  for  pite. 
Thair  cher  anoyis  wes  to  fe, 

Quhen  the  Lord  Dowglas,  on  this  wyfs, 
Had  undretane  fa  hey  empryfs,  240 

As  the  gud  King's  hart  to  her. 
On  Godds  fayis  apon  wer, 
Priffyt  for  hys  emprifs  wes  he. 
And  the  Kings  infirmyte 
Woux  mar  and  mar,  quhill  at  the  laft  245 

The  dulfuU  dede  approchit  faft. 
And  quhen  he  had  gert  till  hym  do 
All,  that  gud  Cryftyn  man  fell  to, 
With  werray  repentance  he  gaf 
The  gaft,  that  God  till  hewyn  haiff,  250 

Amang 

Ver.  150.  King  Robert  died  at  Cardrofs,  7th  June,  X3S9» 

His  difeaie  was  the  leprofy,  occafioned,  as  Barbour  faySt 

by 


Amang  hys  choflya  folk,  to  be 
In  joy,  folace,  and  Angell  gle  I 

.    And  fra  hys  folk  wyft  he  wes  ded, 
The  forow  raifs  fra  fteid  to  fteid. 
Thar  mycht  men  fc  men  ryvc  thair  har :  255 

And  comounly  knychts  gret  full  (ar. 
And  thair  newffys  oft  (amyn  dry ve» 
And  as  woud  men  thair  daithys  ryve. 
Regretand  hys  worthy  bounte, 
Hys  wyt,  hj^s  ftrenth,  hys  honefte ;  260 

And  our  all  the  gret  cumpany 
That  he  thaim  maid  oft  curtafly. 
«  All  our  dcfcns,"  thai  (aid,  "  allace ! 
^^  And  he  that  all  our  comford  was, 
**  Our  wyt,  and  all  our  gouernyng,  265 

**  Allace  is  broucht  her  till  ending  ! 
**  Hys  worfchip,  and  hys  mekill  mycht, 
**  Maid  all  that  war  with  hym  fa  wycht, 
**  That  thai  mycht  neuir  abayfit  be, 
**  Quhill  forouth  thaim  thai  mycht  hym  fc.      270 
^< Allace  I  quhat  (all  we  do  or  fay  ? 
**  For  on  lyfF  quhill  he  leftyt,  ay 
**  With  all  our  nychtbours  dreid  war  we  : 
^*  And  intill  mony  fcr  cuntre 
*^  OflF  our  worfchip  fprang  the  renoun :  275 

^  And  that  wes  all  for  hys  perfoun." 

by  his  poor  and  hard  living,  while  abfconding  from  the 
"BufWih  power.  Conftantia,  Duchefs  of  Bretagne,  and  Henry 
)V.  of  Eni^landy  died  of  the  fame  difeafe. 

M  3  With 


For  better  gP^^C«»dyn be. 
VJume^r'J^,  Lord  tnajd. 
Tba\b»iff,^jTer4ytfy* 

V?es  done  a»^^    day, 

-w^vesclenly, 

Mi*^-^tWpoky»r^ 
jly8bart.as  ^j^te, 

Bas'^f'^trfo^'^Stemnet^' 

T«^  ""ttrbYS  bidding- 
;a\obeyittJllby* 
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And  the  gud  Lord  ofFDowGLAS  fyne 
Gert  mak  a  cafs  off  filuer  fyne, 
Enamylyt  throw  futelt^.  305 

Tharin  the  Kings  hart  did  he: 
And  ay  about  hys  halfs  it  bar ; 
And  fall  hym  bownyt  for  to  far. 
Hys  tcftament  deuifyt  he  j 
And  ordanyt  how  hys  land  fuld  be  310 

Gouernyt,  quhill  hys  gayn  cummyng. 
Off  frends,  and  all  othyr  thing, 
That  till  hjrm  pertenyt  ony  wyfi. 
With  fic  forfycht  and  fa  wyfs, 
Or  hys  furth  paffing,  ordanyt  hc^  315 

That  na  thing  mycht  amendyt  be. 

And  quhen  that  he  hys  leve  had  tane. 
To  fchip  to  BenjuiJ^  is  he  gane. 
And  with  a  nobill  cumpany, 
Off  knychts  and  off  fquyery,  320 

He  put  hym  thar  to  the  fe. 
A  lang  way  furthwart  iailyt  he : 
For  betwbc  Cornwaill  and  Bretaynne 
He  Iailyt;  and  left  the  grune  off  Spainye 
On  northhalff  hym  j  and  held  thair  way  325 

Quhill  to  Savill  the  graunt  cum  thai. 
Bot  gretly  wes  hys  men  and  he 
Trawaillyt  with  tcmpefts  off  the  fe. 
Bot,  thoucht  thai  gretly  trawaillyt  war, 
{J^e  and  fer  ar  thai  cummyn  thar.  330 

M  4  Thai 
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Thai  arywyt  at  gret  Savill; 
And  eftre,  in  a  litill  quhill, 
Thair  horfs  to  land  thai  drew  ilkane, 
And  in  the  toun  has  berbery  tane. 

He  hjrm  contenyt  rychly,  33 j 

For  he  bad  a  fayr  cumpany, 
And  gold  ynewch  for  to  difpend. 
The  King  alTone  hym  eftre  fend  ; 
And  hym  rycht  Weill  reilawyt  he ; 
And  profFeryt  hym,  in  gret  plente,  340 

Gold,  and  trefour,  horfs  and  arming, 
Bot  he  wald  tak  tharoiFna  thing, 
For  he  tuk  that*wiage 
To  pafs  intill  pilgramage 

On  Godds  fayis,  that  hys  trawaill  345 

Mycht  till  hys  faule  hele  awaill. 
And  fen  he  wyft  that  he  had  wer  .  ^ 

With  Saryfynys^  he  wald  duel  ther, 
And  ferve  hym  at  hys  mycht  lely. 
The  King  hym  thankyt  curtafly ;  350 

And  betaucht  hym  gud  men  that  wer, 
Weill  knawyn  ofF  that  lands  wer. 
And  the  maner  tharoff  alfua. 
Syne  till  hys  innys  gan  he  ga. 

Quhen  that  the  King  hym  levyt  had,  355 

A  Weill  gret  foiourne  thar  he  mad. 

Vcr.  338.  The  editions  call  thi»  king  Alpbmfe.  He  was 
Alphonfo  XI.  king  of  CaftUle  and  Leon,  then  at  war  with  Of* 
myn  the  Moorifh  commander  of  Granada,  J/mali,  0.134.. 

Knychts 


JB      IT 
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Kiiychts  that  come  oft' fer  countrc 

Come  in  gret  hy  hym  for  Co  fe. 

And  honowryt  hym  full  gretumly^ 

And  our  all  men  fer  foueranly.  360- 

The  Inglifs  knychts  that  war  thar 

Honour  and  cumpany  hym  bar. 

Amang  thir  ftrangers  was  a  knycht 
That  wes  haldyn  (a  worthy  and  wycht, 
Tharfor  ane  off  the  gud  wes  he  365 

Preflyt  off  the  Criftiante. 
Sa  faft  till  hewyn  wes  hys  face, 
That  it  our  all  ner  wonnyt  was. 
Or  he  the  Lord  Dowglas  had  fenc. 
He  wend  hys  face  had  wonnyt  bene.  370 

Bot  neuir  ^  hurt  tharin  had  he. 
Quhen  he  unwonnyt  gan  it  fe. 
He  faid  that  he  had  gret  ferly 
That  fwilk  a  knycht,  and  fa  worthy, 
And  pryfTyt  off  fa  gret  bounte,  375 

Mycht  in  the  face  unwonnyt  be. 
And  he  anfwerd  tharto  meldy, 
And  faid,  "  Lowe  God,  all  tyme  had  I 

Ver.  365.  Editions  read: 

That  for  ane  of  the  beft  was  he. 

Ver.  367.  That  is,  his  face  was  all  hewed  as  with  a  chiflel» 
feared  with  wounds. 

Ver.  378,  379.  That  is,  «  God  be  praifed,  I  had  always 
«  hands  to  defend  my  head.*  An  apophthegin  certainly 
i^orthy  of  a  Greek. 

«  Hands 


3»o 


3«5 


Vet.  19^'  * 


i 
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And  delt  hym  intiU  bataiils  thre. 
And  to  the  Lord  Dowglas  gaff  he  400 

The  awaward  to  led  and  fter ; 
All  hale  the  ftrangers  with  hym  wen 
And  the  grct  maifter  off  Saint  lak 
The  tothyr  bataill  gert  he  tak. 
The  rerward  maid  hym  feiwyn  than  405 

Thus  gat  deuifyt  furth  thai  far 
To  mete  thair  fayiS|  that  in  bataiU 
Arayit,  redy  till  affaill. 
Come  agayn  thaim  full  fturdely* 
The  Dowglas,  that  wes  (a  worthy,  410 

Quhen  he  to  thaim  off  hys  leding 
Had  maid  a  fayr  monefting, 
To  do  Weill  and  na  ded  to  dreid. 
For  hewynys  blyfs  fuld  be  thar  mcde> 
Giff  that  thai  deyt  in  Godds  feruice;  415 

Than,  as  gud  werrayours  and  wifs, 
With  thaim  ftoutly  affemblit  he. 
Thar  mycht  men  feloune  fechting  fe. 
For  thai  war  all  wycht  and  worthy, 
That  war  on  the  Cryftyn  party  5  420 

And 

Ver.  410.  Editions  after  this  line  infert  the  twelve  fol- 
lowing very  interefting  ones : 

But  ere  they  joyned  in  battel 

What  Douglas  did  I  fliall  you  tell. 

The  Bruce's  heart,  that  on  his  breft 

Was  hingingy  in  the  field  he  keft, 

Upon  a  penny-ftone  caft  and  more. 

And  faid.  Mow  pass  thou  forth  before. 

As 
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And  faucht  fa  &ft,  with  all  thair  mayne. 
That  Saryjynys  war  mony  flayne ; 
The  quheyr,  with  mony  fele  fafchoun, 
Mony  a  Cryfiyn  dang  thai  doun. 

Bot  at  the  laft  the  Lord  DowGlas,  425 

And  the  gret  rout  that  with  hym  was, 
Preflyt  the  Saryfynys  fwa. 
That  thai  haly  the  bak  gan  ta. 
And  thai  chaflyt,  with  all  thair  mayn, 
And  mony  in  the  chafs  has  flayn.  430 

Sa  fer  chaflyt  the  Lord  oflFDowGLAS, 
With  few  that  he  paflyt  was 
All  the  folk,  that  war  chafTand  then^ 
He  had  not  with  hym  our  ten 
Off  all  men  that  war  with  hym  thar.  435 

Quhen  he  faw  alj  reparyt  war, 

As  THOU  WAS  WONT  IN  FIELD  TO  BE; 
And  I  SHALL  F0LL0W»0R  ELSE  DIE  I 

And  fo  did  he,  withouten  ho  ; 

He  faught  even  while  he  camp  it  to^ 

And  took  it  up  in  gret  dayntie : 

And  ever  in  field  thus  ufed  he. 

Safafl  ibeyfaucbt  nvitb  all  tbeir  fnaui,  Sec. 
The  tranfcriber  of  the  MS.  followed  in  this  edition  feems  tm 
have  got  weary  of  his  long  labour ;  and  the  later  books,  as 
we  have  feen  in  more  inftances  than  one,  are  not  fo  accurate 
as  the  former :  hence  we  may  infer  this  to  be  a  mere  omiflion  i 
for  that  the  above  lines  are  not  interpolated  we  may  judge 
firom  their  intimate  conneflion^  and  manner. 

Towart 
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Towart  hysoft  than  turnyt  he. 

And  quhen  the  Saryfynys  gan  fe 

That  the  chaiTers  turnyt  agayn, 

Thai  rely  it  with  mekill  mayn.  44a 

And  as  ^e  gud  Lord  ofFDoWGLAS, 

As  I  faid  er,  reparand  was^ 

Sa  faw  he,  rycht  befid  thaim  ner, 

Quhar  that  Schyr  Wilyame  the  Santclex 

With  a  gret  rowt  enwiround  was.  44.5 

He  wes  anoyit :  and  faid,  "  Allace  ! 

"  Yone  worthy  knycht  will  fone  be  dcd, 

*<  Bot  he  hafF  help  :  and  our  manheid 

**  Biddys  us  help  hym  in  gret  hy, 

**  Sen  that  we  ar  fa  ncr  hym  by.  450 

<^  And  God  wate  our  entent  is 

**  To  leve,  or  dc,  in  hys  fcrwice. 

^  Hys  will  in  all  thing  do  (all  we. 

"  Sail  na  perill  efchewyt  be, 

««  Quhill  he  be  put  owt  off  yone  payn ;  455 

**  Or  than  we  sdl  be  with  hym  flayn." 

With  that  with  fpurs  fpedely 
Thai  ftralc  the  horfs ;  and  in  gret  by 
Amang  the  Saryfynys  thai  raid, 
And  rowme  about  thaim  haff  thai  maid.  460 

Thai  dang  on  faft  with  all  thair  mycht, 
And  fele  off  thaim  to  ded  has  dycht. 
Gretar  defens  maid  neuir  fa  quhone 
Agayn  fa  lele,  as  thai  haff  done. 

Quhill 


J 
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Quhill  thai  mycht  laft  thai  gave  bataill :  465 

Bot  mycht  na  worfchip  thar  awaill. 

That  thai  ilkane  war  flayne  doun  thar : 

For  Saryfynys  fa  mony  war, 

That  thai  war  twenty  ner  for  ane. 

The  gud  Lord  Dowolas  thar  wes  flane ;       470 

And  Schyr  Wilyame  the  Saintecler  alfua  % 

And  othyr  worthy  knychts  twa, 

Schyr  Robert  Logane  hat  the  tane, 

And  the  tothyr  Schyr  Waltre  Logane. 

Quhar  our  Lord,  for  hys  mekill  mycht,  475 

Thair  faulls  haf  till  hewynys  hycht ! 

The  gud  Lord  DowGLAs  thus  wes  ded. 
And  Saryfynys  in  that  fted 
Abaid  na  mar,  bot  held  thair  way  : 
Thair  knychts  dede  thar  lewyt  thai.  480 

Sum  oiFthe  Lord  Dowglas'  men, 
Tliat  thair  Lord  dede  has  fundyn  dien, 
Yeid  Weill  ner  woud  for  dule  and  wa, 
Lang  quhill  our  hym  thai  forowit  fwa. 
And  fyne  with  gret  dule  hame  hym  bar :         485 
The  King's  hart  hafFthai  fundyn  thar. 
And  that  hame  with  thaim  hafFthai  tanej 
And  ar  towart  thair  innys  gane, 
With  gretyng,  and  with  iwill  cher  5 
Thair  forow  wes  angry  for  till  her,  499 


Vw.  4.70.  On  the  a5thof  Augufl,  1330. 


And 
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And  quhen  oIFKeth  gud  Schyr  WiLVAMSf 
That  all  that  day  had  bene  at  barney 
For  at  fwa  gret  malice  wes  he, 
That  he  come  not  to  the  journe. 
For  hys  arme  brokyn  wes  in  twa  ;  495 

Quhen  he  that  folk  fie  dule  di  ma^ 
He  aikyt  quhat  it  we^  in  by. 
And  thai  hym  tauld  all  opynly : 
How  that  thair  douchty  Lord  wes  flayn 
With  Saryfynys  that  releyt  agayn.  500 

And  quhen  he  wyft  that  it  wes  fwa, 
Outour  all  othyr  hym  was  wa  ; 
And  maid  fa  wondre  ywill  cher, 
That  all  wondryt  that  by  bjmi  wcr. 

Bot  to  tell  off  thair  forowing  505 

It  noyis,  and  helpis  litill  thing. 
Men  may  weill  wyt,  thouch  nane  thaim  tell, 
How  angry  for  forow,  and  how  fell. 
Is  to  tyne  fic  a  Lord  as  he. 
To  thaim  that  war  off  hys  mengye*  510 

For  he  was  fwete,  and  debonar  j 
And  Weill  couth  trete  hys  frends  far  ; 
And  hys  fayis  rycht  felounnly 
Stonay,  throw  hys  chewalry; 
The  quheyr  off  litill  affer  wes  he.  515 

Our  all  thing  luffyt  he  lawte  : 
At  trefoun  growyt  he  (a  gretly, 
That  na  traytour  roycht  be  hym  by, 

Ver.  4.93,  Malice^  as  fgrmerly  remarkedi  is  difeafi* 

That 
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That  he  mycht  wyt  that  he  ne  fuld  be 

Weill  punyft  ofF  hys  cruelte.  520 

I  trow  the  lele  Fabricius, 
That  fra  Rome  to  werray  Pyrrus 
Wes  fend,  with  a  gret  mengye, 
LuiFyt  trefoun  na  les  than  he. 
The  quheyr  quhen  Pyrrus  had  525 

On  hym  and  on  hys  mengye  maid 
Ane  outrageoufs  difcumiitour, 
Quhar  he  efchapyt  throw  ane  tour ; 
And  mony  off  hys  men  war  flayne  > 
And  he  had  gadryt  oft  agayne ;  530 

A  gret  marftre  off  medycyne, 
That  had  Pyrrus  in  gowernyne, 
Profieryt  to  Fabricius 
In  trefoun  to  fla  Pyrrus  ; 
For,  indll  hys  neyft  potioun,  535 

He  fuld  giff  hym  dedely  pufoun. 
Fabricius  that  wondre  had 
Off  that  proferre  that  he  hym  mad 
Said,  <^  Certs  Rome  is  weill  off  mycht, 
**  Throw  ftrenth  off  armys  into  fycht,  540 

^  To  wencufs  thair  £iyis,  thouch  thai 
<^  Confent  to  treufoun  be  na  way. 
"  And  for  yow  wald  do  fic  trewfoun 
*^  I  (all  ye  gat  a  waryfoun. 
**  Ga  to  Pyrrus,  and  lat  hym  do  545 

<^  Quhateuir  hym  lyis  on  hart  tharto*" 

Than 
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Than  till  Pyrrus  he  fend  in  hy 

This  maittyr,  and  gcrt  opynly 

Fra  end  till  end  tell  hym  this  tale. 

Quhen  Pyrrus  had  it  herd  all  hale,  550 

He  faid,  '  Wcs  euir  man  that  fwa 

^  For  leawte  bar  hym  till  hys  fa, 

*  As  her  Fabricius  dois  to  me  ? 

*  It  is  als  ill  to  ger  hym  be 

*  Turnyt  fra  way  off  rychtwifnes,  555 
<  Or  ellis  confent  to  wykkytnes, 

*•  As  at  myd  day  to  turne  agayn 

*  The  fone  that  rynnys  hys  courfs  playn.* 
Thus  faid  he  off  Fabricius, 

Than  fyne  wencuffyt  this  ilk  Pyrrus  560 

In  plane  bataill,  throw  hard  fechting. 

Hys  honeft  leawte  gert.mc  bring 

In  this  enfample  her,  for  he 

Had  fouerane  price  off  leawte. 

And  fwa  had  the  Lord  off  Dowglas,  565 

That  he  wyft  lele  and  worthy  was, 

That  wcs  ded,  as  befor  faid  we : 

All  menyt  hym,  ftrang  and  priue. 

Quhen  hys  men  lang  had  maid  murning, 
Thei  debowalyt  hym,  and  fyne  570 

Gert  fcher  hym  fwa,  that  mycht  be  tane 
The  flefch  all  haly  fra  the  bane. 
And  the  carioune  thar  in  haly  place 
Erdyt,  with  rycht  gret  worfchip,  was. 

Vol.  III.  N  Th« 
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The  banys  hauc  thai  with  thaim  tanc ;  575 

And  fyne  ar  to  thair  fchippys  gane ; 
Quhen  thai  war  lewyt  off  the  King, 
That  had  dule  for  thair  forrowing. 

To  fe  thai  went :  gud  wynd  thai  had. 
Thair  courfs  till  /ii^A?^// haff  thai  maid;  580 

And  thar  fauffly  arywyt  thai. 
Syne  towart  Scotland  held  thair  way, 
And  thar  ar  cummyn  in  full  gret  hy. 
And  the  banys  honorabilly 
IntiU  the  kyrk  offDnuglas  war  585 

Erdyt,  with  dule  and  mekill  car. 
Schyr  Archibald  fone  gcrt  fyne 
Off  alabaftre,  bath  fair  and  fyne, 
Ordane  a  tumb  fa  rychly 
As  it  behowyt  to  fwa  worthy,^  590 

Quhen  that  on  this  wyfs  Schyr  Wilyame 
Off  Keth  had  broucht  hys  banys  hame, 
And  the  gud  King's  hart  alfua. 
And  men  had  rychly  gert  ma 
With  fayr  effer  hys  fepultur ;  505 

The  Erie  off  Murrsff,  that  had  the  cur 
That  tyme  off  Scotland  halely, 
With  gret  worfchip  has  gert  bery 
The  Kings  hart  at  the  abbay 
OS  Melrofsj  quhar  men  prays  ay  600 

Ver.  587.  Editions  have : 

Sir  Archbald,  his  brother,  gart  fyne. 

That 
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be  and  hys  have  paradyfs. 
I  this  wes  done  that  I  deuyfs, 
ud  Erie  gouernyt  the  land, 
eld  the  power  weill  to  warand. 
ive  fa  Weill  mantenyt  he, 
eld  in  pefs  fwa  the  cuntre, 
it  wes  neuir  or  hys  day 
ill,  as  Ik  hard  auld  men  fay. 
ne,  allace  !  pufonyt  wes  he : 
hys  dede  wes  gret  pite. 


605 


610 


r  Lords  deyt  apon  this  wyis. 

at  hey  Lord  ofFall  thing  is, 

[  hys  mekill  blis  thaim  bring, 

raunt  hys  grace^  that  thair  offspring 

^eill  the  land :  and  ententyve  615 

folow,  in  all  thair  l]rve,    - 

lobill  eldrys  gret  bounte ! 

fauld  God  in  Trenytc 

us  hey  till  hys  mekill  blis  ; 

alwayis  leftand  liking  is !  620 

)D9.  In  the  printed  copycs  the  deed  is  afcribed  to  a 

nk:  ' 

*'  But  fynCf  allace !  poifon^d  wes  he 
«'  By  a  falfe  monk,  full  traiterouily." 

ay  died  aoth  July,  1331. 

THE       END. 
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L   O   S   S   A  R  Y* 


lief  obftacle  in  perufing  this  work  arifes  from 
orthography,  which  is  fo  irregular  that  no 
ary  can  pretend  to  explain  every  difguifed 
I.  To  undcrftand  many  words  it  is  only  ne- 
ry  to  pronounce  them  aloud ;  and  the  mean- 
which  is  obfcured  by  the  fpelling,  will  be  ^i- 
from  the  found*  tV  is  often  ufed  for  u  and 
^*  h\%  ufelefsly  introduced,  as  yhe  forye^  &c. 


A. 

aUj  onci 
abodcy  delayn 
n,  fuperior^  above, 
,  onefoliL 
belongs, 
onfide. 
ly,  alone, 
altogether. 
,  in  all  ways, 
all  in  progrefs. 
,  alfo. 

7tj  appeafed. 
ytj  moved, 
metimes  if. 
!,  atuhors. 
,  alone, 
once* 


Apayn?  ix.  64, 
Apert,  brijk. 
Appentnd,  apparent^  op* 

pearing. 
Ar,  erey  before^  oar. 
Areft,  Jlop. 
Armync,  armour. 
Affay,  trial. 
Aflembil,  *  engage. 
Aflbnyeit,  acquitted. 
Aflpyne,  fajlning. 
At,  that. 
Athys,  oaths. 
Atour,  above. 
Auchc,  owned. 
Auter,  altar. 
Aventur,  adventure. 
Awailye,  avail. 
Awblaftcrs  ?  xvii.  236. 
N  3  Awcnand, 


i 


GLOSSARY. 


Awenand,  convenient. 
Awent,  refrefl), 
Awcrty,  experienced. 
Awife,  advifed. 
Awyne,  awn* 
Awyfely,  aivifidly. 
Aynd,  hreath, 
Ayr,  hiify  eriy  before^  ear. 

B. 
Baid,  dilay. 
Bait,  boat. 
Band,  bond. 
Baneour,  Jiandard^ear- 

er. 
Banyft,  hanijhed. 
Bar,  boar^ 
BarbljTt,  barbed. 
Bargan,  debate^  conUft. 
Barnage,    baronage^  ba^ 

rons. 
Barne,  barons. 
Barraifs,  bounds^  entrench* 

menis^ 
Ballynit,  belmet% 
Bath,  both. 
Battalit,  embattled. 
Battail,  batialim^  dlvijion. 
Bauld,  boU. 
Bawmyt,  embalmed. 
Be,  by. 

Bedene,  quickly. 
Begouth,  bcMn. 
Bekand,  bajking. 
BelifF,  Jim. 


Benk,  bench. 
Berne,  bam. 
Bcrynes,  burial, 
Bcft  ?  viii.  229. 
Bet,  helpjfupply. 
Betaucht,  gave. 
Betryfs,  betray. 
Bidand,  abiding. 
Bidding,  order ^ 
Bigs,  hffths. 
Blawand,  hlmving» 
Blenkit,  glanced* 
Blcfs,  blafl, 
BIyth,  gUd. 

Bod  ward,  mejfage^  notice* 
Bonich,  pledge  F 
Botand,  moreover. 
Boune,  ready. 
Bounte,  worthy  goodnefs. 
Bourdand,  witty. 
Boum,  rivulitn. 
Bow-draught,  b&w^fiot. 
Boyis,  wuodf, 
Bra,  banL   ^\ 
Brand,  fword. 
Braft,  burft. 
Braul,  murmur.   _ 
Brig,  bridge.        f 
Brodyr,  brother* 
Brawdyn,  difphyetL 
Brudnys,  kinirid? 
Brukys,  enjoys. 
Brunds  ?  xvii.  705^ 
Bundyn,  bound. 
Burdowis  ?  xvii.  236. 

Burdys, 


GLOSSARY. 


ij  boardsy  table* 
ms,  buds* 
prepare^  bujh. 
r,  Jhoot  atyjkirmijh^ 

vi.  316. 

birch-trees, 
burn. 
5,  corfelets. 

C. 

lively, 

ig,  tellings  talking. 

chance. 

cold.   ^ 
,  certainly, 
ffy  chamber. 
t,  efcaped, 
chairj  /lop, 
J  chajiifej  correSi. 
icsj  chatnu 
fance,  aefuifitim. 
1 J  atchieve, 
young  knight* 

£limhd, 
,  the  catch. 
s,  claims, 

vtj  emptiedy  cleared. 
ly,  comely, 
le,  pojftble, 
d,  covenant. 
\y  conceal, 
iTy  mifchief. 
y  could. 
dy,  cowardice. 
•yt,  recovered, 
Ay  convoyed. 


Cowyne,   covenanty  eon* 

dition, 
Coynye,  corner. 
Crag,  r^fi, 

Cultir,  coulter  of  a  plough. 
Cunfail,  council, 
Cuntentit,  contained. 

D. 
Dainte,  kindnefs. 
Dang,  jlruck* 
Dawj  of  daw,  f/f^^, 
Dawntyt,  daunted* 
Dawypj  dawning^ 
De  bo  nc  r^  ^ j^* V-  ff^^  z^ivrf, 
DcdeynyeJr,  dl/dained. 
Defawtit,  defeated* 
Deid,  ^tf//;. 
Deliver,  ^w/V^, 
Demanyt,  //ftf/f  wiV^» 
Dempt,  judged* 
Demyng,  judging* 
Den,  i/rtA?f* 
Der,  /ujffiry  hurt. 
Dcray,  injury. 
Derenyie,  contejl. 
Derf,  a£tive. 
Defpulyt,  defpoiled. 
Dewilry,  devilryy  magic. 
Dewour,  duty. 
Ding,  knock, 
Diicurj  difiover, 
Difcowrors,  fiouts^ 
Dirticrycy,  dijinhmt. 
Difpcnd,  fpend, 
Difpendingj  money  tofpend. 
N  4  Difpitousy 


GLOSSARY. 


Difpitous,  unpitifuL 
Difpytyt,  hadfpite  at. 
DiflTefe,  want  o/eafe. 
Diftrenyeit,  forced. 
Diftrowblyne,      difturlh' 

ance. 
Diwilifs,  diviSJb. 
DiwiTs,  devife. 
Dongyn,  driven. 
Douchty,  mighty. 
Dour,  hard^Jirong. 
Dout,  fimetinus  fear. 
Dowtyne,  doubting. 
Dule,  grief. 
Dur,  door. 
Durwarth,  durward,  door-^ 

keeper^  porter. 
Xii^Juffer^  undergo. 
Drcflyt,  prepared. 
Dryw,  drive. 
Dungeoun,  tower^  keep  of 

a  caflle. 
Dufche,  dajhy  bard  blow. 
Dycht,  drejfed  in  armour^ 

prepared. 
Dyke,  ditch. 
Dyn,  noife. 
Dyner,  dinner. 
Dyng,  honourahU. 
Dynt,  blow. 
D)rftroynyt,  forced. 
Dyttyt,  blocked  up. 

E. 

Echt,  ought. 
Sffer,  appearance. 


Effravdy,  e^aidly^feau 

fuUy. 
Ettfone,  foon  after. 
Egging,  incitement. 
Ek,  add  to. 
Emys,  uncles. 
Enboundonit,  abandoned. 
Enbufchit,  in  ambujb. 
Enchaufit,  chafed. 
Enchefon,  faulty  crime. 
Endenturs,  in/iruments. 
Endftmdeyng  ?  xx.  75. 
Engai^ne,  Jpite. 
EnkerTy,  eagerly? 
Eiipres,  emprife. 
Enlampil,  example. 
Enfenye,  word  of  war. 
Er,  are. 
Erd,  earth. 
Erdyt,  interred. 
Erlys,  Earls. 
Efcheve,     efchew,     at^ 

chieve. 
Esfiilj  full  of  eafe. 
Etling,  ainty  intention. 
Evirmar,    evermore^   aU 

ways. 
Eyn,  eyes. 


Fader,  father. 
Fadyt,  exhaufled. 
Fagalds,  parcels. 
FsdlyhCj  Jfail. 
Falfet,  falfehood. 
Fand,  found. 

Fandingy 


GLOSSARY. 


;,  endeavour. 

fancy. 

fare. 

well-favoured. 

bundle* 

fared. 

fought. 

*^  faith. 

U 

fond. 

^le. 

ret  feeble^  enfeeble. 

any. 

uel. 

,  cruel. 

many  times. 

r^  fellow^  far. 

uonder ;  fairly. 

further. 

forage. 

fidelity. 

fixt. 

,  flat. 

nd,  flaming. 

Hies. 

fleers,  thofe  that 

latter. 

failing^  footing, 
et. 

0. 

baj^ed. 
ruined, 
lojl. 


Forly,  lywith. 
Forouch,  before. 
Forowfein,  forefeeHm 
Forowtyn,  without. 
Forray,  forage. 
Forfy,  full  offorce^ 
Forthy,  therefore. 
Fothyr,  load. 
Fra,  from^  after. 
Fraying,  rattling. 
Frayit,  engaged  in  affrays^ 
Freft  ?  vii.  447,  547, 
Frufli,  fudden. 
Frufliit,  broken. 
Fulit,  doated. 
Fundyn,  founded^  fettled. 
Fur,  fared. 

G. 

Gabyt,  f\tohe  vainly. 
Gadryng,  gatherings  afm 

fembly. 
Galay,  galley^  Jhip. 
Galy,  reel. 
Gamyn,  game^  mirths 
Gang,  walk. 
Gar,  caufe. 
Gate,  way. 
Gayne,  agayn. 
Ger,  cauje^  armour^  thingu 
Gefts,  joijls. 
Ghyle,  guile. 
Giff,  if. 

Glaidichip,  gladnefs. 
Gle,  glcw,  game. 

Glifnyt, 


GLOSSARY. 


Glifiiyt,  glanced. 
Granys,  groans. 
Gradii^  prepared. 
Graunt)  great. 
Grawyn,  interred. 
Grefe,  grafs. 
Gret,  weeped. 
Gretumly,  greatly. 
Grewing,  grievance. 
Growit,  Jbuddered. 
Gruchys,  grudges. 
Grune  ?  xx.  324. 
Grypyt,  griped. 
Gyf,  if.  ^ 
Gyit,  guided. 
Gyrd,  quick  Jiep. 
Gyrdand,  piercing  up. 

H. 
Haid,  had. 

Hailfit,  hailed^  faluted. 
Halch,  haugh,  valley. 
Haiders,  holders. 
Hale,  whole. 
Halfmdal,  about  half. 
Hals,  throaty  neck. 
Haly,  wholly. 
Halyft,  faluted. 
Halyt,  drew  up. 
Hamillet,  hamlet. 
Hamlyly,  familiarly. 
Ham  warts,  homeward. 
Hanfel,  earnejl. 
Harnys,  armour^  brains. 
Hartyt,  encouraged. 


Hat,  was  called. 
Hate,  hot. 
Hawing,  behaviour* 
Hawtane,  haughty. 
Heldand,  holding. 
Hely,  highfyj  loudly. 
Helying,  covering. 
Hender,  bypafi. 
Hendcrmar,  hindermoft. 
Herbcry,  abode. 
Herds?  xvii.  612. 
Herying,  hearing. 
Hewid,  head. 
He  wit,  hewed  to  pieces. 
Hewy,  heavy. 
Hewyn,  heaven. 
Hey,  high. 
Hey.gate,  high  way. 
Heylyt,  covered. 
Hiddilis,  hiding. 
Hidwyfs,  hideous. 
Hing,  hang. 
Hint,  took. 
Hobelers,     ligbt  -  armed 

men. 
Hobland,  wavering. 
Hobynys,  war^horfes. 
Hone,  delay. 
Houfband,  farmer. 
How,  hollffw^  loiw\  bow* 

near. 
Hund,  hound. 
Hy,  ha/le. 
Hyde,  Jkin. 
Hydys,  rawhides. 

Hychti 


GLOSSARY. 


t,  promifedj  calUd. 
,  youth^  hence, 
feized. 
loun,  hedge^bog. 

I.J. 

achy  fame. 
,  each  one. 
hj  enough. 

inroad. 
ith,  within. 
J  lodgings^  houfe. 
,  with  irey  angryfy. 
ijfue  out. 

evil. 

K. 

J} out  many  curly  viU 

ms. 

16)  cofnlf. 

know. 

regardy  catch. 

caji. 
'ty  hoy. 
vis,  knaves. 
;  dagger. 
y  join. 
-yet,  cotU'gate. 

COWSy 

,  kind. 

llik,  kindred. 
lly,  hy  nature. 
;rik,  kingdom, 
:,  church. 


L. 

Ladys,  /vtfir. 

Laidmen,     men    bearing 

loads. 
Land-bryfs,  hnd-breeztm 
La n fit,  darted^ 
Lap,  leaped. 
Lardtier,  lardry* 
Larg,  huniifuL 
Late,  gejlure. 
Lave,  r^. 

Lauchtane  ?  xix«  672. 
Law,  &tt/. 
Lawte,  l&yaitifn 
Lay nder J  laundrefs^ 
Leches  J  fur  gems. 
Lege  -  powile,  fivereign 

power. 
Lele,  /rwr. 
Leman,  mijlrefs. 
Lcme,  fpUndor.. 
Lenye,  lean^  thin* 
Left,  dt/tfy, 
Lcfyng,  lying. 
Lefyt,  i^. 
Let,  hinder^  alfandaiu 
Letlcs,  withmt  hindrance* 
Levere,  delivetyy  dijiribu- 

tion.   • 
Lewer,  rather. 
LeyfF,  //v^,  /r^75[;r. 
Leynd,  dwell 
Leyfche,  leejb. 
Libbard)  leopard. 

Likand^ 


GLOSSARY, 


hiksmdy  acceptable. 
Liking,  wilL 
Liklines,  appearance. 
Ling^  Itne^jir ait  forward. 
Lofit)  pratfed. 
Lompnyt?  xv.  276. 
Lome,  lofl. 
Lofinger,  lying  knave. 
Loup,  leap. 

Lourdane,  lazy  fcoundreh 
Loutyt,  bowed. 
Low,  jiame. 
Lowing,  praifmg. 
Lowfyt,  loojened. 
Lufiand,    hvingy  benevo^ 

lent. 
Lufit,  fcmetimes  praifed. 

See  Lofit, 
Luk,  look. 
Lyft,  firmament. 
Lymys,  limbs. 
Lyfnyt,  liftened. 
Lywyt,  lived.     L  19,  ar 

lywyt,  are  deadj  vixc- 

runt. 

M. 
Ma,  more. 
Magre,  injpite  of. 
'Maift,  mo/t. 
Maiftery,  Jlrength. 
Maiftris,  mijhefs. 
Malvete,  malice. 
Maneer,  manour^houfe. 
Mangery,  feflivaL 


Manland,  main  land. 
Manrent^  bemage. 
Mar,  more. 

Marcheand,  bordering  on^ 
Marrais,  morafs. 
MarfchsJ,  butler  ?  u.  4. 
Martyrdom,  flaughter. 
Maucht,  might. 
Maundment,  command* 
Mayne,  Jlrength^  moan. 
Mayfe,  makeSy  caufes. 
Mawgre^  iU^wilL 
Mekil,  much. 
Melle,  medley. 
Menand,  lamenting. 
Menaufyt,  menaced. 
Mengye,  many. 
MenfIC)  manhood. 
Menyng,  pity, 
Merwys,  marsy  ruins. 
Mickil,  much. 
Moble,  moveables^  goods. 
Mocht,  might. 
Modyr,  mother. 
Mon,  mu/f. 
Monteil,  m$unt. 
Monyfling,  adm$nition. 
More,  muir. 
Mofs,  marjh. 
Mow,  heap. 
Mowence,    motioHy  pro* 

Moync,  moon. 
Moyr,  more. 
Murit,  walled f 

MydUke? 


GLOSSARY. 


Mydlike?  Hi.  71. 
Myrk,  dark* 
Myfelwyn,  my f elf. 
Mysfur,  mifcarrUd* 
Myftir,  need. 
Myftrow,  fufpeSied* 

N. 
Na,  nor^  no. 
Nanys,  occafton. 
Nawyne,  Jbipping. 
Ne,  not. 
Ned  ways,  needs. 
Neid,  occafion. 
JJcift,  next. 
Nek-bane,  neck-bone. 
Nethring,  injury. 
Nevo,  nephew. 
Nevys,  f/ts. 
Ncwlings,  at  firji. 
Newth,  beneath. 
Noblay,  nobility. 
Nocht,  nothing. 
Noryft,  nourijhed. 
Nothir,  neither. 
Noy,  annoy. 
Nuryft,  nourijhed. 
Nygramanfoiir,«tffr^;wa»- 

cer. 
Nyt,  denied. 

O. 

Obcyfand,  obedient. 
Oddirs,  others. 


Oftfythis,  ofien. 
Onane,  anon. 
Or,  ere^  before. 
Oft,  hojl^  hoftefs. 
Otouth,  out  fronts  witboutm 
Our,  overy  above. 
Ourhand,  upper  hand. 
Ourhy,  overtake. 
Ourtane,  overtaken. 
Owtane,  except. 

P- 

Page,  boy. 
Pantcner  ? 

Parlyownys,  pavilions. 
Pays,  Eajier. 
Pele,  fort. 
Pennon,  Jireamer. 
Peralais,  perilous. 
Perfay,  infaithy  indeed. 
Perquer,  perfe£ily. 
Pers,  peers. 
Pert,  brijk. 
Pefe,  peace. 
Pefabylly,  peaceably^ 
Pitail,  rabble. 
Pith,  Jirength. 
Plenyeit,  complained. 
Porturat,  countenqnced. 
Potts,  holes. 
Poveral,  poor  mob. 
Powfte,  power. 
Prayit,  made  prey. 
Prefe,  prefs. 

Prcwe, 


GLOSSARY. 


Prcwe,  prtvy. 

Prikyt,      /furred^      rode 

quickly. 
Proferre,  offer. 
Pryi'e,  value. 
Punddane     iii.  159. 
Punyc^  fmall  party. 
Pur,  poor. 

Purchas,  an  attempt. 
Punches,  procure. 
Pur  way  t,  prepared. 
Pufoune,  poifon. 
Pyk,  pitch. 
Pykkys,  picks. 

'  .    % 

Quentifs,  quaintnefs. 
Quer,  choir. 
Quharthrouchi     through 

which. 
Quhein,  few. 
Quhile,  before. 
Quouk,  quaked. 
Qwyt,  requite* 

R. 
Rad,  afraid. 
Radnefs,  terror. 
Raid,  rode. 
Raifs,  race. 
Raith,  early. 
Rakyt,  wentfwiftfy. 
Randoun,  fuutft  courfe. 
Rangal,  rabble. 
Rapys,  ropes. 


Rar,  roar. 

Raung,  range. 

Rapyt,  terrifiti. 

Raykyt^  fee  Rakyt. 

Real,  T^yaL 

Rebaldail,  mnh^  rabble. 

Rcbotyt,  driven  back. 

Red,  part. 

Red,  counfel. 

RefF,  fpotl. 

Reft,  bereav$d. 

Reid,  rode. 

Re  i  far,  fpmkr. 

Rek,  fmoke. 

Relyit,  rallied^  called  back. 

Rengye,  rcim. 

Rcrward)  rear. 

Refavir,  received. 

Refett,  i^itreat. 

Refewyt,  rffervtd* 

Refecours,  fmcour. 

Retreand,  retreating. 

Reuk? 

Rewth,  pity. 

Rewyd,  reavedy  bereaved. 

Rewyn,  torn. 

Rewys,  Jireets. 

Rod,  road. 

Roucht,  nach^  reckon. 

Routand,  whifperimgm 

Routs,  blowsJ' 

Row,  rcpeni 

RowatS,  royalty. 

Rowtyt,  fn^ed^ 

Roytyt, 


GLOSSARY. 


yty  ravaged, 
rtj  annoyed* 
byt,  drove  down. 
,  Jlreets. 
>aldy,  vulgarity. 
itwife,  righteous. 

kingdom^  country. 

run. 

,  ravaged. 
^  rob^  ravages  rend. 

S. 
:s,  innocent. 
?  iv.  578. 
fauce, 
ajfault. 

|rn,  the  fame^  at  once. 
t,  crojfed. 
Jly,  /^r/i^. 
^  firry. 
ily,  ^cZ!//)f. 
became, 
faying. 
I  r^ndjfavouringyfmel" 

ffly,  fifely. 
:,  ajjault. 

d,  mejfage. 

,  /or^. 

fix. 

pis,  endeavours. 

W,  /////^  wW. 


Schawyt,  flxnved. 
Schcd,  Ard>^^,  ^iif/. 
Schent,  confoundedm 
Scher,  cut. 

Schor,  ^tfr^,  boa/ling. 
Schoyne,  Jhoes. 
Schuip,  tried. 
SchuldryS)  fhouldirsm 
Schyr,  clear. 
Schyreffys,  Jhirefs. 
Scounrit,  fhuddirid^ 
Scrymyn,  fkirmfim 
Se,  fea. 

Sege,  feat^  rank. 
Segs,  Jlations. 
Sekkis,  facks. 
Selwyn,  fame. 
Semble,  hojls  engaged. 
Sen,  fince. 

Sent,  fometinus  fcent. 
Senyhory,  feignory^  krdn 

Jhip. 
Ser,  feveral^  many. 
Sefyt,  ceafed. 
Seyle,  happinefs. 
Sib,  ^/«,  kindred. 
Sikerly,  furely. 
Skalit,  fcattered. 
Skath,  ifrtfr;;!. 
Skill,  experience. 
Skowerand)  Jhuddering. 
Slak,  ^//;7. 
Slayd,  Jlid. 
Slely,/yy. 
Sleuch,  yZrw. 

Slicht^ 


GLOSSARY. 


Slicht,  flighty  trUk. 

SY\lL,mud. 

Sloppis,  pieces  of  ground. 

Slot?  iii.  456. 
SloiifSj  fluke^  p^&L 
SnetJ,  parp^  keen* 
Sodanly,  fuddinfy. 
Sodjouris,  fildiirs. 
Sojournying,  dilapng* 
Somoun,  Jummofu 
Sonei  y&^ffj  fun* 
Sonkyn,  funk, 
Sopi  tnop^  croudw 
Sorded)  defikd. 
Sothly,  truly. 
Souch  ?  X.  760. 
Sournome,  furname. 
Sow,  pierce. 
Spariti  fajlencd  up. 
Spayn,  fpan^ 
Special,  ionnciiid  with. 
Speidful^  proper. 
Spek^  fpiich. 
Sper,  bar. 
Spital  ?  xi.  420. 
Spray,  bough. 
Spryngalds  ?  xvii.  247. 
Spyrit,  enquired. 
Squari  Aif^r^i  broad. 
Stad,  fttustid. 
Stale,  ftparaie  party. 
Stalwart,  Jlrong. 
Stark,  Jiout. 
State,  eftate. 
St^Y^Jlcep. 


Sted,  fiation. 
Stedys,  Jtetds^  borfes. 
Steked,  Jlabbcd. 
Steks,  fhutu 
Stcr,  f^etr^  btlm. 
Stert,  jumped. 
%to\tyJisQ!y  feaU 
Stot,  flop. 
Stound,  hl&w. 
Stour,  tumulu 
Strakys,  Jlroka^ 
StTAUchiiJ^raityJireachil 
Strekyt,  extended^ 
Stre  n  th  l  s,  ffrong  pkuu 
Stunay,  aflmijh^ 
Sture,  Jicrn. 
Starting,  iroubk. 
Stynr,  May* 
Styth,  Jllffy  firm. 
Suet,  life. 

Sukudry,  prefumpUon^ 
Suld,  Jhmld. 
Sumdell,  a  little. 
SuppowaJ,  fupp&rt* 
Suichcj  fukilty* 
Suthfaft,  true. 
Swa,  f&* 

Swak,  bard  bkw. 
Swariys>  fivainn 
Swappyt,  drew* 
Swate,ybrtf/< 
Swing,  y?ro^f. 
Swome,  Jwim* 
Swycht^Jivift. 
Swylkjfucb. 

Swytbj 


GLOSSARY. 


Swyth,  ^uicify. 
Syksy  piols. 

STinpolly,  ^fimpfyy  poorly. 
Syn,  after^  Jince. 
Syr,  brd. 
Syfs,  ajfixe. 
Syth,  eafy. 
Sythjm,  thtreafter. 

T. 
Ta,  take. 
Tais,  takes. 
Taiflyt,  adjufted. 
Takyning,  token. 
Tane,  taken. 
Taucht,   delivered.      See 

betaucht. 
TcnCj  forroWy  anger y  vex^ 

ation. 
Tent,  heed. 
Tcr,  tar. 
Thairtil,  thereto, 
Thak-burd,  thatch-hoardy 

roof. 
Thole,  fufer. 
Thoucht,  though. 
Thowtefnes,  thoughtlefs'- 

mfs. 
Thra,  ohjllnate. 
Thraw,  injlant. 
Threfum,  fome  threey  tf- 

bout  three. 
Thret,  threatened. 
Thril,  thryl,  flmfe. 
Thrillage,  Jervitude. 

Vol.  III. 


Thring,  throngy  prefs. 
Thropell,  throat. 
Thuort,  athwart. 
Thurft?  XX.  107. 
Thyne,  thence. 
Thyrland,  piercing. 
Thyrldom,  fervitude* 
Tid,  time. 
Tillgyddre,  together. 
Tit,  knock. 
T'xXZy  fnatched. 
To,  fometimes  too. 
Todd^r,  other. 
Tothir,  other. 
Toylvit,  troubled. 
TraiAyet,  trujledm 
Tranc,  ambujhyjlratagem. 
Tranenting,yi/^«  march. 
Trawaill,  labour. 
Tre,  wood'. 
Trew,  truce. 
Trewail,  labour. 
Trewclling,  travelling. 
Tronfoun,  truncheon. 
Troplys,  troops. 
Trow,  believe. 
Trowentyn,  wandering. 
Tryft,  appointed  place. 
Turfyt,  bundled  up. 
Tutiwing,  founding. 
Twal,  twelve. 
Twyft,  twig. 
Tyne,  lofe. 
Tynfel,  lofs. 
Tynt,  loft. 

Q  Tyre? 


GLOSSARY. 


Tyre?  »i}.  22. 
Tythands,  tidings. 
Tyttar,  rqtbtr. 

V. 

Ulifpyt,  lifped. 
Umhefet}  iifit, 
Umbethocht,  bethoughu 
Umqulule,  fonutitfu. 
Undercaft,  revlvi. 
Vn{de,  i/liua. 
Upblinlcit»  glanced  up. 
Upgang,  path  up. 
Ure,  chance :  hcur,  Fr» 
Utelauy^,  outlaws. 
Utouth,  thereaut. 

V. 

Veylc,  vfell. 

W. 
Wa,  way,  wh^  firry* 
Wa  worlj),  woe  befalU 
Wageours,  warriors  for 

hire. 
Waik,  watfh, 
W^^lyc,  avail. 
Wainc,  vain. 
Waith,  danger. 
Wald,  would. 
Wale,  beji  part. 
Waley,  valley. 
Walgeous,  galant. 
Walopyt,  galloped. 
Wandyft,  failed. 


Wane,  habitation. 
Wanys,  Jiomach. 
Wapnys,  weapons. 
War,  werej  aware^  w^rfu 
Ward,  guard, 
Wardan,    guardian^  gC" 

vernor. 
Warrapd,  Jbelter^  fafety. 
Warrayand,  warring. 
Warrer,  nwre  aware. 
Warnyft,  garnijbedy  pr9* 

vided. 
Warpjrt,  threw. 
Waryit,  curfed. 
Waryfon,  reward. 
Waflage,  pif^)ir. 
Wat,  knorw. 
Wate,  wet. 
Wated,  lay  in  wait. 
Wauch  ? 

Waward,  vanguard. 
Wawys,  waves. 
Way,  firry. 
Weddyr,  weather. 
Wei,  little. 
Wein,  vefiige. 
Weld,  manage. 
Wcltre,  fiagger. 
Wencufyt,  vanquijhed. 
Wend,  knew. 
Wcngyt,  avenged. 
Wenning,  abode. 
Went,  to  go. 
Wepit,  wiped. 
Wer,  worjiy  war  i  defenl 
Wcrds, 


GLOSSARY. 


s,  fates. 
id,  windpipe. 
jeJ,  vejfeh. 
,  weU 

5,  voyage^  journey. 
il)rt,  victualed. 
rufly,  vigor Qujly. 
wandering. 
dly,  w/'/A  ^W  wilU 
wifdom. 
nd,  whirling, 
was. 

ay,  ^tf /w/2jry,  ^^^. 
hy,  w/VA  this^  pro^ 
d. 

ing,  information, 
wood. 

yt,  wounded. 
nip,  worth. 
lyt,   w^A",   become  \ 
e  forced. 
,  m^^. 
,  awaicy  week. 

yt,  empty^  free  from. 
I,  wrothy  angry. 
:,  wrote. 
i,  ;wtf</(f  tf  grimace^ 


was  wroth. 
Wrychts,  carpenters. 
Wyddir,  tf  wether j  ajheep. 
WyfF,  woman. 
^y%\it,Jlrong. 
Wynnyt,  dwelled. 
Wyr,  tf rr^o; ;  y7/»^  Awif, 
Wyrk,  w^ri. 
Wyfk,  f  «/V>^  Wow. 
Wyft,  i«rtc;. 

Y» 

Yar,  ready. 
Yat,  ^^/^. 
Yauld,  yielded. 
Ydill,  /iAr. 
Yharn,  yarn,  d^fire. 
Yheid,  yeid,  went. 
Yhemar,  keeper. 
Yhemfel,  keeping. 
Yhude,  went. 
Yhule-ewyn,    Chri/lmas 

eve. 
Yoldcn,  yielded. 
Youtheid,  youth. 
Yowde,  yeid,  went^ 
Ythanly,  bufly. 
Ythcn,  bufy. 
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INDEX. 


The  numerals  refer  to  the  book ;  the  figures 
to  the  line. 

A. 

Angus,  Eari  of,  xix.  776. 

Angus  of  Ua,  iii.  659;  xi.  336. 
Ardroflan,  Fergus  de,  xiv.  31 ;  xv.  193, 
Argentine,  Sir  Giles,  xi.  174 — his  death,  xiii.  299. 
Argylc,  Alexander  lord  of,  yields  to  King  Robert, 

X.  123. 
Arthur,  i.  549. 
Artois,  Earl  of,  i.  339. 
Athol,  Earl  of,  ii.  235— attacks  King  Robert's 

people,  xiii.  490— and  banifhed,  ih. 

B. 

Baliol's  claim,  i.  50-- king  of  Scotland,  i.  171. 

Bannocburn,  battle  of,  xii.  xiii. 

Barbour,  when  he  wrote,  xiii.  700. 

Berwick  taken  by  King  Robert,  xvii — befieged  hy 

Edward  II.  ib, 
Bohun,  Sir  Henry,  flain  by  King  Robert,  xii.  58. 
Brechin,  David  de,  an  enemy  of  King  Robert,  viii. 

402  i  ix.  18;  ix.  I20i  IX.  208 — kills  fome  of 

his  men,  ix.  214 — confpires  againft  him,  xix« 

19 — put  to  death,  xix.  84. 
Bruce's  claim,  i.  52. 

O  3  Bruce, 


'      INDEX. 

Bruce,  Edward,  ii.  236 — ^his  foecch  to  King  Ro- 
bert, iv.  66— defeats  St.  John,  ix.  5485  xvi. 
505  —  grants  truce  to  Stirling,  x.  820— 'his 

'  love  for  Mifs  Rofs,  xiii.  485---his  adtions  in 
Ireland,  xiv.  xv.  xvi— King  of  Ireland,  xv.  136. 
160 — flain  in  Ireland,  xviii.  109. 

Bruce,  Niel,  ii.  513;  iii.  337. 

Buchan,  Earl  of,  viii.  400  s  ix — flees  to  England, 
and  dies,  ix.  280. 

C. 

Campbell,  Niel,  iii.  392— Colin,  xvi.  119. 

Cathcart,  Sir  Allan,  ix.  575. 

Clare,  Sir  Richard  de,  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  xiv. 

139—254. 
Clyfford,  Lord,  i.  287. 
Cumin's  contraft  with  Bruce,  i.  483— betrays  him, 

i.  565— flain,  ii.  35. 

D. 

David,  fon  of  King  Robert,  weds  Jane  of  Eng- 
land, XX,  39,  &c.— crowned,  xx.  127. 

Douglas,  James,  his  parentage,  &c.  i.  288 — in 
Paris,  i.  ^30— at  St.  Andrew's,  i.  353— his  per- 
fon,  i.  381 — joins  Bruce,  ii.  I49«— his  fervices, 
ii.  570 — goes  to  Arran,  iv.  370— takes  Douglas 
caftle,  V.  385— kills  Thirlwall,  vi.  379— defeats 
Moubray,  viii.  25— fubdues  the  fouth  of  Scot- 
land, viii.  425-*takes  Lanark,  viii.  500— takes 
Randel  and  Stuart,  ix.  672<— takes  Roxburgh, 
X.  490— knighted,  xii.  416— his  deeds  at  Ban- 
nocburn,  xiii.  3— purfues  Edward  II.  xiih  385, 
547 — kills  Edmund  de  Cailow,  xv.  377— and 
Nevil,  XV.  496— made  governour  of  Scotland, 
xvi.  32— kills  Earl  Thomas  of  Richmond,  xvi. 

418 


INDEX. 

418— invades  England,  xtrii.  507— defeats  the 
Englifh,  xviii,  316— invades  England,  xix.  24a 
— his  ftratagem  aeaidft  the  Englifh,  xix.  341— 
retreats,  xix.  496— attacks  the  Englifli  camp 
by  night,  xix,  531 — ^firtally  retreats,  xix.  737— 
engages  to  bear  King  Robert's  heart  to  Psdcl^ 
tine,  XX.  223 — flain  in  Spain,  xx.  470— 4>uried 
at  Douglas,  xx.  585. 

Douglas,  William,  flain,  i.  285. 

Dunbar,  Patrick  Earl  of,  faves  Edward  U.  Xitu 
biOi  xix.  775/ 

Dundee  taken,  x.  804* 

Dunkeld,  Bifhop  of,  defeats  the  Englilh,  xvi.  575. 

Dunftafnage  taken,  x.  ii6. 

E. 

Edinburgh  taken,  x.  701. 

Edward  1.  of  England,  his  fpeech  to  Bruce  tnA 

Baliol,  i.  154— conquers  Scotland,!,  l83<^hts 

death,  iv.  189. 
Edward  II.  prepares  to  invade  Scotland,  xi.  9$*^ 

befieges  Berwick,  bat  forced  to  retire,  xvii.-« 

makes  a  fruittefs  expedition  into  Scotland,  xviii. 

229— bis  death,  xix.  256. 
Edward  IIL  his  acceffion,  xix.  257'-'>^pofes  the 

Scots,  xix.  275— makes  peace,  and  renounces  all 

claim  to  Scotland,  xx^  27. 

r. 

Fable  of  the  fox  and  the  tidier,  xix.  650. 
Fabricius,  bis  ftorj,  xx.  521* 
Ferambras,  iii.  4^7. 
Ferrand,  Earl  of  Flanders,  iv.  241. 
Fingal  dubioofly  mentioned^  iit.  69. 

O  4  Fleming, 


INDEX. 

Fleming,  Sir  Niel,  his  death,  xv.  230. 
Forfar  taken»  ix.  324. 
Freedom,  praife  of,  i.  225. 

G. 

Gaudifer,  iii.  73. 

Guns,  (ltA  ufe  of,  xix.  399. 

H. 
Hannibal,  iii.  2o8. 

Hebudes,  fubdued  by  King  Robert,  xv.  267. 
Herford,  Earl  of,  taken,  xiii.  675. 

K. 

Keith,  the  Marfhall,  xi.  455 ;  xiii.  60  i  xvii.  28, 

L. 

Lamberton,  Bifhop,  i.  412. 

Lanark  taken,  viii.  500. 

Lennox,  Earl  of,  ii.  235. 

Lithgow  taken,  x.  243. 

Lorn,  John  Lord,  iii,  | — attacks  King  Robert, 
iii.  15 — joins  Vallanee,  vi.  481 — attacked  bj 
King  Robert,  x.  5 — ^defeated,  x.  08— -flees,  x. 
128 — imprifoned,  and  dies,  xv.  306. 

M. 

Mac  Naughtan,  iii.  153. 

Margaret,  St.  her  prophecy,  x.  736. 

Moray,  Earl  of.    Sa  Randel. 

Moubray,  Philip  de,  ii.  211— defeated  by  Dou- 
glas, viii.  25 — governor  of  Stirling,  x.  806— 
becomes  an  ad^rent  of  King  Robert,  xiii.  540 
—goes  to  Ireland  with  Edward  Bruce>  xiv.  25. 

P.    Percy, 


INDEX. 

P- 
Percy,  Henry  Lord,  iv.  659 ;  v.  185. 
Perth  taken,  ix,  450. 

R. 

Randel,  Thomas,  joins  Bruce,  ii.  237 — ^taken,  ii. 
405— joins  the  Englifh.  ii.  463 — attacks  King 
Robert,  vi.  510  j  vii.  87— taken  by  Douglas, 
ix.  717— imprifoned  by  King  Robert,  ix.  755. 
made  Earl  of  Moray,  x.  260— his  perfon,  x. 
280— takes  Edinburgh,  x.  701 — ^reproached  bv 
King  Robert,  xi.  545 — attacks  the  Englifli,  xi. 
568— defeats  them,  xii.  140— his  deeds  at  Ban- 
nocburn,  xii.  541 — invades  England,  xvii.  506 
—again,  xix.  240— made  governour  of  Scot- 
land, XX.  300 — poifoned,  xx.  609. 

Roxburgh  taken,  x.  490* 

Ruglen  taken,  x.  799. 

S. 

Saint  John,  Sir  Roger,  v.  209-— Sir  Aymer,  ix. 
509. 

Seton,  Chr.  faves  King  Robert,  ii.  418— ^betrayed^ 
iv.  17— flain,  iv.  30. 

Souls,  Sir  John,  goes  to  Ireland  with  Edward 
Bruce,  xiv.  25 — with  50  men  defeats  Sir  A. 
Hardcla,  who  had  300,  xvi.  508 — flain  in  Ire- 
land, xviii.  23. 

Souls,  Sir  William,  confpires  againft  King  Ro- 
bert, xix.  II — dies  in  Dumbarton,  xix.  52. 

Stuart,  Walter,  aflifts  King  Robert  at  Bannoc- 
burn,  xi.  216 — knighted,  xii.  415 — his  deeds 
at  Bannocburn,  xiii.  3  —  marries  the  King's 
daughter,  xiii.  691— made  governour  of  Scot- 
land, xvi.  31— of  Berwick,  xvii.  217— his  ex- 
cellent 
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cellent  conduft,  xvii.   314-384 — performs  an 
z6t  of  jrcat  valour,  xvii.  yb^-gig-^purfucs  the 
Englim  to  the  gates  of  i  ork,  xviii.  486— dies, 
xtx.  214. 
Stuart,  James,  brother  of  Walter,  xix.  243, 

T. 
Thebes,  ftory  of,  ii.  527  ;  vi.  179. 
Thomas  Rymour,  ii.  86* 

U. 
Umfraville,  Ingram,  ii.  212;  v.  483;  vi.  7;  x. 
502 — his  fpecch  at  the  battle  of  Bannocburn, 
xii.  450 — goes  to  England,  xix.  73— his  ad- 
vice to  the  £ngli(h  King,  xix.  158. 

V. 
Vallange,  Aymer  de,  li.  200,  252— 'defeats  King 
Robert  at  Methven,  ii.  400  —  fends  to  at- 
tack Bruce,  v.  472 — again  aflails  him,  vi.  475 
—flees  to  Carlile,  vii.  393— attacks  Bruce,  vii. 
498— defeated,  vii.  600 — again,  viii.  345-^at- 
tcnds  Edward  II.  xi.  i76-^withdraw9  Edward 
from  the  battle  of  Bannocburn,  xiii.  295. 


A  DDL 


ADDITIONAL    NOTES. 


3  O  O  K   I.  ver.  6i,  61.    Winton  reads  s 
•^  That  be  lync  was  defcendand : 

Sum  bair  all  uthir  wayis  on  hand. 
Book  I.  ver.  iii,  122.     The  MS.  has  been  neligtoufljr 
ollowed,  even  in  it's  faults  ;  but  tlie  laft  of  thefe  Unet  (hould 
ertaiuly  ftand  firft,  as  in  the  editions  : 

And  wyfe  men  fayes  he  is  happy 
That  be  othir  will  him  chafty« 
Book  I.  ver.  158.     Read, 

The  kynryk  yham  I  not  to  hare. 
Book  I.  ver.  528.     For  ftjcbt  rtdid /lycbt:  in  note,  page 
,5,  for  red  put  read^ 

Book  I.  ver.   560.      Perhaps  we  fhould  read  Broitb» 
nd  refer  this  line  to  the  account  of  Arthur  given  in  the 
Jrute  mentioned  in  the  preface. 
Book  n.  p.  36,  note.     For  1304.  read  1306. 
Book  II.  ver.  142.    After  this  line  the  editions  rightly 
nfcrt  the  three  following  : 

Als  was  gud  Christol  of  Setoujt, 
And  Robert  Boid  of  grct  renoun  5 
*  And  other  fele  men  of  mekii  mycht, 

Bot  I  cannot  teU,  &c. 
Book  III.  ver.  22.     For  That  that  read  That  thai. 
Book  III.  ver.  67.     It  is  obfervable  that  Ewan  II.  in 
vhofe  time  Fingal  is  placed  by  He6lor  Boethius,  wa$  fon  o£ 
Vlurthak : 

Ewane  the  feoinde  in  his  dayis^ 
Murthakis  fon  the  ftory  fayis.     Winton,  p.  410. 
Book  IV.  ver.  110.     The  word  encbefine  here,  and  in 
)ther  parts  of  this  poem,  is  the  fame  with  acbefon  in  the  old 
«*rench  poetry  5  and  means,  as  we  learn  from  the  gloffary  to 
he  Roman  dela  Rofe,  1.  occafion  ;  a.  hope  ;  3.  good  luckf 
|..  motive ;  5.  difficulty;    This  word  appears  as  early  is  the 
*>ench  language,  and  ^  may  be  found  in  Wace's  Roman  Si 
^ouif  written  about  the  year  1165,  and  the  fongs  of  Raoul 
le  Coucy,  11 90. 
Book  IV.  ver.  701  to  716  are  omitted  m  the  editions. 

Book 
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Book  V.  vcr.  35.     Perhaps  we  ihould  read  *Tbatf 
Tbm  it  fenfe,  implying  King  Robertas  people. 
Book  V.  ver.  483.     Editions  have» 

Schyr  Ingram  UmfraTilie,  that  wes  hardy  ; 
Kiehtly,  as  appears  from  Book  VI.  ver.  3  \  and  Sir  log 
Bdl  is  a  non-exiftence. 

Book  V.  ver.  507.    After  this  line  the  editions  infen 
fivo  following : 

Forfuth  that  hys  ane  ey  wes  out} 
Bot  he  fua  fturdy  wes»  and  ftout» 
That  bi  *wii.  Sec, 
Book  VI.  ver.  490.  After  this  line  editions  infert  the 
fcdlowing : 

Swa  that  the  hund  hym  lovit  fa, 
Throuch  hym  he  thoucht  the  King  to  ta ; 
For  he  ivyjt  that  be  lovit  hym  fa 
Tbat  bi  nuald  party  &c. 
Book  Vi.  ver.  666.  The  editions  after  this  line  add  t 
twot 

"  And  let  us  thank  God  of  hys  grace, 
*•  That  fra  our  faes  us  deliverit  hcs." 
ITttb  tbat  the  Kin^,  Sec, 
Book  VII.  ver.  aoi«   Atter  this  line  editions  have  the 
followii^s 

Till  hym  thai  yeid  in  full  gret  pace. 
Bot  in  that  tyme,  throw  Goddis  grace, 
The  King  upbUnkit,  Sec, 
Book  VII.  ver.  301.    Editions  here  infert  feven  lines 
Ourfajfis.  to  nycbt  fall  ly  trmftly : 
For  thai  trow  we  fua  &aillit  ar, 
And  fled  to  warand  here  and  thar, 
That  we  fall  nocht,  thir  day  is  thre. 
All  togcder  affcmblit  be : 
Tharfor  this  nycht  thai  fall  traiftly 
Bot  tuachyjf  tak  ibair  eft  and  ly. 
And  this  day  thai  haf  done  defpyt, 
Tharfor  this  nycht  I  wald  thaim  quyt. 
Slubarfbr  quba  knefw,  Sec. 
Rightlv, 

Book  VII.  vcr.  551.  After  this  line  the  editions  ix 
llieib  two  s 

For  in  Glentrule  wes  the  King, 
That  wes  ner  brocht  til  fuppryfing, 
Teid  utuurn^t^  &c« 

B 


ADDITIONAL    N0T1E8. 

k  IX.  ver.  105.  A  line  wanting  in  MS. 
That  nane  bad  radnes  qubar  he  <wer. 
Thai  wald  nocht  fccht  quhylc  that  he  wet 

Liand,  &c. 
k  IX.  vcr.  373*    Editions  infert  four  lines  1 

Towart  the  town  with  hys  mcnye. 

And  bors  and  knavis  levit  he 

Far  tra  the  town.    And  fyne  hes  tane 

His  leddres ;  and  on  fut  is  gane 

Toivart  the  tonvn,  &c. 
k  X.  ver.  17 — »7.  Ten  lines  wanting  in  •editions, 
»k  X.  ver.  153.     Editions  add  two  hnes  : 

IVilyame  Butmock  to  name  be  becbty 

A  ilalwart  man  he  wes  in  fccht* 

He  fifw  fa  bard  the  cuntre  ftad^ 

That  he  gret  noy  and  pity  had, 

Throuch  fortrejfes  that  iver  then,  Sec, 
)k  X.  ver.  171.    After  this  line  the  editions  rightly  in* 
efe  three  1 

And  be  ivei  certes  rycbt  ivortby. 

For  gif  men  fpck  of  hym  truly. 

He  wes  fua  curageous  a  knycht, 

Sa  wife,  fa  worthy,  and  fa  wycht. 

And  of  fa  ftywerane^t  &c. 
sk  XI .  ver.  131.     A  line  wanting  in  MS« 

Mony  helmys  and  baberunvnys^ 

Scheldis,  fperis,  and  penownys. 
ak  ^11.  ver.  446.     Editions  iniert  four  lines  % 

Silver  and  gold,  claths  and  armyng, 

And  vefchcl,  and  all  othir  thyng 

That  evir  thai  mycht  lay  on  thau:  hand. 

Sa  gret  riches  thar  thai  fand 

^hat  mony  man.  Sec. 
ok  XIII.  ver.  650.    Six  more  lines  are  found  in  dio 
ns : 

For  twa  contrares,  we  may  wyt  weil. 

Set  agan  othir  on  a  (^uheie, 

Qu^han  ane  is  hie,  anither  is  law. 

And  gif  it  fall  that  Fortune  thraw 

The  quhele  about,  it  that  on  hicht 

Was  er,  on  force  it  mon  down  lycht. 

And  it  that  undre.  Sec, 
>ok  XIV.  p.  191,  192.     It  is  fufpe6led  that  the  river 
la  is  meant.    In  verie  373  our  poet  mufl  have  imagined 

that 
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that  Ulfter  way  an  appellation  conned  to  the  prefcnt  countf 
of  Antrim;  and  in  fa£k  the  old  Lriih  ViUuip  wa$  afmali 
country  on  the  north-eaft  part  of  Ireland :  (fee  the  map  of 
Ireland  in  the  middle  ^[gcs,  in  the  editor^s  Enquiry  into  the 
Hiftory  of  Scotland).  The  town  of  Coyners  the  editor  can 
find  in  no  map,  nor  topography  of  Irdumd»  bat  it  is  appa- 
f  ently  Connor,  Edward  Bruce  was  proceeding  fouth  when 
invited  by  the  Iri(h  king,  ver.  330,  into  the  county  of  Lon- 
donderry, as  would  feem. 
Book  XV.  ver.  144.  Read  armyt  be. 
Book  XVI.  ver.  ao8.  After  this  line  the  editions  ioSetl 
tfaefe  four : 

And  preflit  dingand  on  tham  fa  faft» 
That  thai  the  bak  gaf  at  tlie  laft. 
And  thai  that  faw  tham  tak  the  flycht. 
Thai  dang  on  tham  with  all  thair  mycht. 
And  in.  tbair  fleyng,  &c. 
Book  XVI.  ver,  304.    Read  Bot,  giff  that. 
Book  XVI.  ver.  500.     Editions  infert  four  lines  ) 
Thai  wcr  all  done  fa  hardily. 
That  thai  wer  praifit  foveranely 
Attour  all  uthir  points  of  weir. 
That  in  thair  tyme  encheved  wer, 
^his  nues  the  fyrfiy  &c. 
Book  XVII,  ver.  219.    Syne  in  laucht,  //  fon  in  law* 
Book  XVIII.  ver.  4.57 — 4.61  wanting  in  editions. 
Book  XIX.  ver.  179.  For  jUy  ihould  we  read  fiey  f 
Book  XIX.  ver.  316.    Perhaps  we  ftiould  read  '■ 

On  north  halff  ITir.        See  line  323. 
Book  XIX.    ver.  590—595  omitted  in  editions. 
Book  XIX.  ver.  799 — 806.   Editions  contra6^  thefe  eight 
lines  to  four. 

Book  XX.  ver.  5.     Read^vt. 
Book  XX.  ver.  67.    Reiid  mangery :  that  is  feftival. 
^ook  XX.  ver.  127.     Editions  infert  four  lines  : 
And  all  hys  lords  that  thar  war. 
And  alfua  all  the  commonrie. 
Made  hym  homage  and  fewtie. 
And  befor  that  thai  crounit  war 
^he  King  Robert,  &c. 
Book  XX.  ver.  205,  Six  lines  are  inferted  in  the  editions  1 
Quham  in  batli  wit  and  worfchip  was, 

Suld 
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Suld  tak  the  travail  upon  hand : 
Hereto  thai  war  all  accordand. 
And  to  the  King  thai  went  in  hy ; 
And  tald  hym  that  thai  thoucht  truly 
That  the  douchty  Lord  Douglas 


; 


THE       END. 
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